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Hebrews 10:1-2 
Introduction / Review: 
Hebrews 9:11-12 

 The Hebrew writer tells us that, "Christ entered the holy place 
once for all, having obtained eternal redemption."  

 
Then in vs  26 he writes: 

That "now once at the consummation of the ages, He (Christ) has 
been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself."  
 
The message is clear and emphasized the fact that the one-time 
offering of Jesus — who is in essence both the sacrifice and the high 
priest offering the sacrifice — is sufficient to forgive sins committed 
under the covenant of Moses as well as those committed by the 
people of the New Covenant. 

 
 So chapter 10 is a summary of all he has said from chapter 8 and 9. 
2 main thoughts:     In verses 1-10 he gives the final comments on Jesus 
as the sacrifice for their sins. Verses 11-18 are his final comments on 
Jesus as the High Priest who offers that sacrifice. In these closing 
arguments if you would the author has also anticipated questions raised by 
what he has been saying. Questions like: 

 What about those Old Testament offerings? 

 Were they a waste of time?  

 Wasn’t there forgiveness when the offerings were presented at the 
altar?  

Hebrews 10:1-2 

 How does the author portray the Law here in verse 1? 

o A “Shadow” The Law, he says, is only "a shadow of the good 
things to come and not the very form of things". NIV says: “not 
the reality of things”.   

o A “shadow” by definition has no power or ability to accomplish 
anything. Look at your shadow behind you on a sunny day. It 
can’t pick up your daughter or throw a baseball. The term the 
Hebrew writer uses here is really a great illustration of the major 
deficiencies of the Law of Moses.  
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o What he is saying is that when it comes to the forgiveness of 
sins, the Law was only a shadow; but the substance is Christ!  
Only something of substance has power to perform. Thus, as 
he says here in vs 10, "the Law can never, by the same 
sacrifices year after year, offered continually, make perfect 
those who draw near". 

 What’s the point he trying to make with the question he asks 
here in verse 2? 

 If through an animal sacrifice a person’s sins were totally 
forgiven, completely gone, wiped clean, then why would 
there be the need to make additional sacrifices?  

 Vs 1 tell us these additional sacrifices needed to be 
offered “continually”. Or as the NIV says, they need to be, 
“repeated endlessly year after year”?  

 

 Not only couldn’t the law completely remove a person’s sins but 
what else couldn’t it do? 

o It couldn’t clear a person’s conscience, something forgiveness 
in Christ does accomplish.  We talked about this back in 
Hebrews 9:9 – “gift and sacrifices can NOT make the 
worshipper perfect in conscience” 

 Heb 9:14 – “how much more will the blood of Christ 
cleanse your conscience from dead works” 

 I Peter 3:21 – “baptism now saves you, not by the 
removal of dirt from the flesh, but as an appeal to God for 
a good conscience”. 

 As I understand it, what the law did accomplish 
concerning the forgiveness of sins, was to delay the 
penalty and the consequences for those sins for a year. In 
essence those consequences were “pushed ahead” but 
never done away with.  

 The guilt and shame of a person’s sins remained and the 
following year those sins and others would again need to 
be accounted for. 

 
Now in verse 3 we do find something else the Law was able to accomplish. 
               Hebrews 10:3-4 

 What was it that the law was able to accomplish? 
o Remind us of our sins.   (That’s helpful)  
o Would you call that a “blessing” or a “curse”? 
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 The reminder is valuable. In Gal. 3:24 we’re told that the 
Law was our “schoolmaster” our “tutor” to lead us to 
Christ?  The function of a school-master then was to point 
man to the need for God to provide for his redemption. 
The reminder of sin was God’s way of gently herding the 
Jews’ understanding toward the need for a Savior. 
 

 Why wasn’t the blood of animals like bull and goats good 
enough to “take away” the sins of a human being? (vs 4)                     
Two reasons: 

o The author has alluded to this before but here he flat out says, 
“It is impossible, for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 
sins".  This is such a significant and important truth.  
 

o 1st: When God had Adam name the animals, He was reiterating 
that man has dominion over them and that animals are lesser 
creations than man. It follows then that true redemption for 
man cannot be accomplished by the offering of a “lesser” 
substitute. (Repeat) 

o It would be like trying to satisfy a $1,000,000 debt with a $1,000 
bill. That may hold off the one you’re indebted to, but it will 
never completely satisfy the debt against you. 

o It would require a human being to satisfy the debt of sin of 
human being. 
 

o In Hebrews 2:9 we’re told that the Son of God "was made for a 
little while lower than the angels."  The shedding of blood of an 
animal could never be a suitable sacrifice for the sins of a 
human being. But the irony is that it was the shed blood of a 
being far “greater” than man that ended up being the perfect fit 
and the appropriate sacrifice on behalf of mankind. 

 
 

o 2nd: The second reason it was, “impossible, for the blood of 
bulls and goats to take away sins, was because that blood was 
offered “involuntarily”. As a matter of fact it was taken from the 
animal very much against their will.  But Jesus’ blood was not 
taken from Him involuntarily but willingly. And not only willingly 
but unlike an animal, Jesus had full knowledge ahead of time of 
the pain and suffering He would face.   
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o Final thought: The animal sacrificed was totally neutral in the 
entire atonement process. They were selected at random. They 
were not dedicating themselves or committing themselves to 
the work of redemption. We’ll see here in a minute that Jesus 
was totally dedicated, totally committed to accomplishing the 
work of redemption. 

 
Hebrews 10:5-6 

 

 Who is literally doing the speaking here in verse 5-7? 
o Jesus Himself.  The verses we are reading here in Hebrews 10 

are actually from the Old Testament Book of Psalms 40:6-8. 
Your Bible puts them in quotations or in all small caps (NAS) to 
indicate they are Old Testament quotes. 

o But what is so different about these words is that they are in 
essence a conversation or should I say, “the conversation” 
Jesus had with His Father concerning His coming to this world. 

o You don’t realize that when you read the words in Psalms. 
David himself didn’t realize what he was actually recording that 
day when God inspired him to write this Psalm. 

o This is a very extraordinary passage. Because we are reading 
the very words of Christ, but not like the ones in the Gospel 
where what he said during His ministry was later written down.  

o This was a private conversation Jesus had with His Father 
concerning His earthly ministry. Now, here God reveals this 
truth to the Hebrew writer.  

o In essence God was saying to the author in Hebrews, 
“Remember those words in Psalm 40. That was my Son 
speaking about Himself when He came into this world”.  

o In essence this IS an Old Testament prophecy. But this O.T. 
prophecy was fulfilled by the one who made it centuries earlier. 
Again, this is a very extraordinary passage. 
  

o So let’s look at these words of Jesus: 
 
Verses 5 and 6 

 What 2 things does Jesus tell us in verses 5 and 6 about God’s 
attitude concerning animal sacrifices? 

o God had no desire to slaughter animals as sacrifices 
o And He certainly took no pleasure in having to do so.  
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 What was God alternate plan to replace these animal sacrifices? 
o His own Son would be sacrificed instead.  
o After saying, “Sacrifice and offering you have not desired” 

Jesus says, “But a body you have prepared for me” instead. 
o The connection between the two is unmistakable. What Jesus 

is saying is that He would one day endure the same inevitable 
fate as the 1,000’s of animals had faced on the sacrificial altar 
before Him. 

o He would also suffer a “physical”, “bodily death” the same 
as every other animal had suffered before him.  Phil 2:5-8  

Verse 7 

 Why did Jesus come to this earth? 
o To do His Father’s will 

 
This astounding quotation from the pen of David summarizes a huge 
portion of the plan of God. "A body," said the Lord Jesus through the mouth 
of David, "You have prepared for Me."  
 
Think of what needed to happen to accomplish that: 

An appropriate virgin of the lineage of David had to be available 
One who would be of sufficient spirituality to rear the Holy Offspring.   
A perfectly placed surrogate dad in Joseph had to be on hand  
One who also was of the lineage of David and heir to the throne, but 
also spiritual enough to provide proper guidance.  
The body had to be that of a male 
A male with no "appearance that we should be attracted to Him."  
But a  male who had to be sturdy enough to withstand the rigors  

experienced by an itinerant preacher and able to endure the 
lashings preceding the cross.  

It was a disciplined body, one that finishing strong to its dying breath,  
executing the will of the Father flawlessly. 

 And all of this had to happen a specific date and time in history. 
 
 
Hebrews 10:8 
      Often times when a writer quotes a scripture they will then go back over 
that same text and requote it in sections, making little comments to bring 
out the meaning or significance of the quote. 

That what the Hebrew writer is doing here in verses 8-10. And by doing 
so he makes a very profound point: 
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 What already mentioned truths does the author “reemphasis in 
verse 8? 

o That as far as sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices are concerned, “God did not really desire, nor 
take any pleasure in them’. 

o And then it goes on to say, “Even though they were required 
(NIV) under the Law of Moses”. 

 

 Why does the writer insert that little comment here? 
 
For over 2 chapters now he has been explaining and illustrating the 
deficiencies of the Law of Moses that the Jews were so dedicated to. He 
has already described it as being, “imperfect”, “ineffective” and in fact  
“obsolete”. Our author is trying to get his reader to see this truth about the 
Law from the view point that is the title of our study, “A Superior Look from 
Heaven”. 
 
Hebrews 10:9 

 What is being “set aside” (NIV) or “taken away” and what is 
being established to replace it? 

o “Set aside”:  OT sacrifices that were not only effective but also 
not pleasing to God 

o “Established”: A new sacrifice, one that was effective, one that 
would be pleasing to God. A sacrifice offered voluntarily by one 
totally dedicated and committed do doing His will.  

   
 
Hebrews 10:10 

 Why was Jesus dedication to the doing God’s will so important 
to us? 

o Because by this will, the driving intent of God through the ages 
was accomplished. That driving intent was the redemption of 
mankind. We have been sanctified through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all". 

o The price Jesus paid for the sins of mankind was all paid in His 
body, through the shedding of His blood.     

o I Peter 2:21-24: 
o Our sins were not born in the body of an animal, like a sheep or 

a goat. 
o We were not healed (forgiven) by the wounds of an animal.  
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o Our sins were forgiven and our wounds were healed through 
the broken body of the Son of God. 

o The body prepared for Christ by His Father, and the blood that 
was shed, was the offering that brought about the true will of 
God.  

o And once it was offered, it provided full and eternal forgiveness 
of sins for all mankind. 

 
Final thought: 
 How many of us see our lives as a tool being used by God to fulfill 
His will? 
 What part or parts of God’s will “will not” be accomplished if we are 
not dedicated and committed to completing that will? 
 
 
NEXT WEEK:          Final words on Jesus as our High Priest 
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Hebrews 10:1-2 

 How does the author portray the Law here in verse 1? 
 
 
 

 What’s the point he trying to make with the question he asks here in 
verse 2? 

 
 
 

 Not only couldn’t the law completely remove a person’s sins but what 
else couldn’t it do? 

 
 
 
 
  Hebrews 10:3-4 

 What was it that the law was able to accomplish? 
 
 
 

 Why wasn’t the blood of animals like bull and goats good enough to 
“take away” the sins of a human being? (vs 4)                      

Two reasons: 
 
 
 

 
Hebrews 10:5-6 
 

 Who is literally doing the speaking here in verse 5-7? 
 
 
 
Verses 5 and 6 

 What 2 things does Jesus tell us in verses 5 and 6 about God’s 
attitude concerning animal sacrifices? 
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 What was God alternate plan to replace these animal sacrifices? 
 
 
 
 
Verse 7 

 Why did Jesus come to this earth? 
 
 
 
Hebrews 10:8 

 What already mentioned truths does the author reemphasis in vs. 8? 
 
 
 

 Why does the writer insert that little comment here? 
 
 
 
 
Hebrews 10:9 
 

 What is being “set aside” (NIV) or “taken away” and what is being 
established to replace it? 

o “Set aside”:   
 
 

o “Established”:  
 
 
 
 
Hebrews 10:10 
 

 Why was Jesus dedication to the doing God’s will so important to us? 
 


