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Review: 
 

Hebrews 10:1 
The Hebrew writer continues his Superior Look from Heaven by 

looking at the Old Covenant and the deficiencies it contained. I keep 
coming back to the term, “obsolete” used in Hebrews 8:13.  

 
Here in chapter 10 he continues to explain the short comings and 

insufficiencies of the Old Testament, not by being critical of it but rather by 
comparing it to the all sufficiency of Christ and the New Covenant He 
ushered in.  

 
And he points out that perhaps the biggest difference and the biggest 

improvement or advantage to the New Covenant in Christ is in the area of 
forgiveness of sins. 

 
Verses 2-3: 

The Law did accomplish one thing. It continually reminded the people 
of Israel that their “iniquities have made a separation between them and 
their God and that their sins have caused God to turn His face from them 
so that He does not hear”. (Isa 59:2)  The real work of the Law as a “tutor” 
or “school master”, that Paul spoke about in Galatians 3, was to bring a 
person to the point where they see their need for a Savior. 
 
Verse 4: 

It was impossible for the sacrifice of an animal to ever take away the 
sins of a human being. Impossible because first of all animal sacrifices 
were not made voluntarily, in fact they were forced upon the animal.  

 
But the biggest reason the sacrifice of an animal can never 

accomplish the forgiveness of sins of a human being is that nothing less 
the sacrifice of a being of equal stature was necessary to be a fitting and 
appropriate one. 

 
The tremendous irony of the human being who did finally make the 

sacrifice, was one who willfully lower Himself, “emptied Himself” the 
scripture says, of His Majestic, His Divine stature on high, to become that 
human being who would voluntarily, not forcibly, lay down His sinless life 
for all of mankind. 
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Verse 5-8: 
We talked about how extraordinary verses 5-7 are. These verses are 

from the Old Testament Book of Psalms but they are quoted here by the 
Hebrew writer not just to make a point, but to also reveal that what David 
recorded centuries ago was the actual conversation Jesus had with His 
Father at the appointed time of His coming to this earth. 

 
Jesus tells His Father what the both of them already knew. That God 

no longer desired animal sacrifices and certainly didn’t take any pleasure in 
the slaughtering of an animal.  

 
And yet we learn from these verses that when Jesus came to this 

earth, He came in the form of human being with a physical body. And that 
that body had been prepared by God to suffer and to endure the same 
brutal treatment and eventual death that the 1,000’s lambs and goats had 
experience on the altar of God.   

 
Verses 9-10: 

 We finished last week with focusing on the real, bottom line reason 
that Jesus came to this earth. To do His Father’s WILL.  

 
Matthews  26:39 records for us the final prayer of Jesus before being 

arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. In His prayer to His Father He 
says, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me. But let not my 
will but your will be done”. 

 
 And finally in Hebrews 10:10 we learn that it was the “will”, the 

drive, the all-consuming desire of Jesus, to accomplish His Father’s will, 
which of course was the cross, that brought about our sanctification and 
salvation.  
 
  
Introduction: 

Last week we started off chapter 10 stating that it was sort of a 
summary of all he has been teaching in chapters 8 and 9. Here in chapter 
10 our author finishes up the 2 main aspects of Christ work of atonement 
he’s been presenting: 

In verses 1-10 are his final comments on Jesus as the actual 
“sacrifice for sins”.  
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Now here in verses 11-18 are his final comments on Jesus as the 
“High Priest who offered that sacrifice”.  

 
In our lesson today we again see the author returning to a practice he 

has repeated several times throughout the letter. He goes back over some 
of the same information and even the same texts he has already covered. 
But he does so in order to reveal even more about the great advantages of 
this new and far better covenant we have in Christ. 
 
 
Hebrews 10:11  

 What “function” of the High Priests of Israel and of Christ is the 
author again comparing here? 

o Sacrifice made for the forgiveness of sins. In our minds the 
cross is the single most important thing Jesus ever did. It is 
right for us to believe that and to give it proper focus.  

o But with all the emphasis on the cross, the work of Christ in 
heaven is generally overlooked. But here again the author 
stresses, and we’ve talked about this before, that the work of 
Christ was not finished on the cross.  The sacrifice was made 
but the ultimate results of that sacrifice were not accomplished 
until He ascended to glory.  

o Christ ascended to be our High Priest, and offer His own blood 
for the redemption of mankind. Here in verse 11-12 the author 
again compares the role of Jesus with the role of the Jewish 
High Priest. 

 

Hebrews 10:12 

 How were their roles different? 
o 1st: The Priests, made perpetual sacrifices of the same type.  

Sacrifices, we were told, that could never take away sins.  But 
Jesus made one unique sacrifice. A sacrifice for sins offered 
once by Christ for all time. 

o Jesus’ death and consequential shedding of blood on the cross 
was the single most important event that has taken place in the 
history of mankind. Let me repeat that.  
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o But the application of that sacrifice, the bringing about of the 
purification of sins, was not accomplished on the cross.  

o The final step in making the purging of man’s sin available, did 
not occur until Jesus, as His first act after ascending into 
heaven, sprinkled His blood to cleanse the spiritual temple on 
high.  

o This was the “one time” cleansing, the “one time” offering made 
on our behalf in heaven itself and for the sons of men that we 
read about in chapter 9:11-14.  

o It is at that point that the mission of Christ, the redemption of 
man, the will of His Father was accomplished.   

 

Hebrews 10:13 

Now, in the (NIV) verses 11- 12 - 13 are broken up into separate 3 
sentences. And that’s alright, but in the Greek those 3 verses are all one 
continuous sentence. What that indicates, especially since he starts this 
section by going over information already discussed, is that the author has 
been leading towards one final, important point here in verse 13. 

 What is that point? 
o That His role as High Priest concerning the offering of 

sacrifices, is over. His work of redemption, His mission of 
providing salvation for all has been accomplished. 

o The point is that Christ has begun a new role as High Priest. A 
role that is exalted.  We spoke before in Hebrews 8:1-2 where 
Jesus’ work of redemption came to an end and we saw Him 
being seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

o The Old Testament prophetically connects the high priesthood 
of Christ with His kingship.  Zechariah 6:12-13   
(Zechariah is next to last in the OT) 

o Psalm 110 expands upon the great victories this king / priest 
will have. Now here in verse 13 the Hebrew writer quotes 
Psalm 110:1 were God says to His Son, “Sit here at my right 
hand, until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”. 

o It’s not surprising to find the writer of the Hebrew epistle coming 
back to this theme.  
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o For this Priestly King there will be no more sacrifices, no more 
suffering. Jesus is now waiting for His enemies to be subdued. 

o The fact that He is sitting and waiting means that He is no 
longer standing and offering sacrifices.  
 

Hebrews 10:14 

 Exactly what has Christ’s “one sacrifice” done for us? 
o This verse is given as the reason why Christ no longer needs to 

continually stand and make offerings like the Levitical Priests 
did. His “one time” offering is totally sufficient! 

o As a matter of fact this verse tells us that the “one time” 
sacrifice of Himself is SO sufficient that it has in essence, 
“forever perfected those who are sanctified”.  We need to let 
that sink in a minute.  

 

 What does it mean that through Christ’s sacrifice, those who 
have been sanctified in other words, those who have been set 
apart and dedicated to God, are “perfected forever”?  

o Robert Milligan – whom Milligan University is named after, 
explains the depth of the meaning of this verse about as well as 
I have ever heard it. He writes: 

 “All those who have been sanctified in Him have come to 
perfection in Christ. In Him they will find available to them, 
all that pertains to life and godliness as Peter instructs.   
(II Peter 1:2-4) They will only need to persevere in well 
doing to the end of life by abiding in Christ, as the branch 
abides in the vine. Until one day with spirits as pure as 
the angels they (the sanctified) will appear before the 
throne of God and will join with the redeemed millions 
who have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the lamb”.       

o This is the absolute glorious promise to us all. The individual to 
be redeemed needs only has to be "born again" one time. From 
that time forth he or she needs to be faithful to their calling, and 
will from this be "perfected for all time."  
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Hebrews 10:15 

 What explanation does the author give as to why he is about to 
requote parts of Jeremiah 31? 

o To assure us by the words of the Holy Spirit Himself of the truth 
that the “one offering” of Christ is indeed sufficient to 
accomplish this perfection.  

o The author intends to again use portions of the text he has 
already quoted to prove and to illustrate the reality of the 
perfection we have in Christ. 

o The Hebrew writer used a little larger section of Jeremiah 31 
back in Hebrews 8:8-12.  He was using the text back there 
when he was comparing the fault latent and obsolete Old 
Covenant with new and complete New Covenant. And we 
discussed in great length the advantages of this New Covenant. 

o But here our author revisits select portion of that text in 
Jeremiah for a very specific reason.  As I said a minute ago, to 
assure us, by the words of the Holy Spirit Himself, of the truth 
that the “one offering” of Christ is indeed sufficient to 
accomplish this perfection in Him.  
 

Hebrews 10:16  

 How does the New Law in Christ written on our hearts and 
minds help to grasp and realize the truth that we are perfected in 
Christ? 

o Remember discussing how the Old Testament Law was written 
on tablets of stone.  

o I wonder how many Israelites actually ever got a look at the 
tablets of stone on which God had chiseled the 10 
Commandments?  Not very many! 

o There is the plain truth that the Israelite people never really, 
fully embraced the Law of Moses.  

o To the vast majority of them the laws were nothing more than 
“rules” to live by. “Ordinances” to follow in order to maintain 
their position as the people of God.  

o There were sacrifices to make, festivals to attend and rituals to 
follow. As long as those things were done, in their minds they 
had in essence fulfilled their religious obligation to God. 
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o I believe it was Janelle who said the difference between the 
people’s understanding of the Old compared to the New was 
that they saw it as something they “had to do” where as we see 
it as something we “want to do”. 

o And the other big difference is that our overwhelming “want to” 
attitude is driven by our love and appreciation and recognition 
of all that Christ’s “one time” offering of Himself has done for us, 
Amen?  Amen!  
 
 

 So I guess the question we need to ask is this. “If” our minds 
have learned the great truths of the scriptures and “If” our 
hearts have wholeheartedly embraced those tremendous truths, 
what effect will they have on our will? 

o With help from God Holy Spirit He will take those truths in our 
minds and the embrace of them in our hearts and help us make 
the right choices and decisions in our walk with Christ.  

 Galatians 5:16: 
Paul writes, “But I say to you, walk by the Spirit and you 
will NOT fulfill the lusts of the flesh”. 

o It is the word of God that we must dedicate ourselves to learn 
and memorize that the Holy Spirit will use to help keep us 
faithful to Him and committed to obedience. 

o The truths of the Word of God are to be the very foundation of 
our lives and bed rock of our souls. It is from those truths that 
we are to, each and every day, strive to, “take every thought 
captive to the obedience of Christ”. (II Corth 10:5)     

 

Hebrews 10:17 

 What is perhaps the single, strongest motivation for us to live as 
those who are perfected in Christ? 

o The tremendous promise that God doesn’t even remember our 
past sins. 

o The new ones of course He knows about but has given us the 
opportunity in Christ to find forgiveness for them. And when we 
do, they too are gone from His memory forever. 
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o II Peter 1:4 - This promise is perhaps the greatest of all “the 
exceedingly great and precious promises” that are ours in 
Christ. 

Hebrews 10:18 

 Why is there no longer the need for additional sacrifices for 
sins? 

o Because Jesus has done it all. Atonement has been made.   
o One of last words Jesus spoke on the cross was, “It is finished”.  

He was of course referring to the work of redemption. He had 
made the sacrifice. He had laid down his life and shed His 
blood to pay the ransom for the sins of mankind.  

o But here in Hebrews 10:18 the words of Jesus from the cross 
come to mind again. Because now in referring to Christ work in 
redemption it can now be said again , “It is finished”. 

o Because we have learned in the last 2 ½ chapters here in 
Hebrews that there was much more for our Savior to do to 
make His offering a reality and to make it available to all of 
mankind.  

o Starting back in chapter 8 we have learned about Christ’s role 
as the final High Priest in a long line of high priests. But this 
High Priest was very different.   

 This priest did not make repeated sacrifices over and 
over. He made one.  

 And the sacrifice He offered was not a goat or a lamb that 
could never fully “take away” sins but was in fact was His 
own body. His sacrifice would bring about the complete 
and utter removal of a man or woman’s sin forever. 

 And we learned that this High Priest did not offer His 
sacrifice in an earthly temple but in the heavenly one. 

 And finally we just learned that this High Priest after 
presenting His sacrifice did what no other High Priest has 
ever done. He sat down at the right of God Almighty as a 
conquering king, to begin his rule over a great nation. 

 And we are left at the end of this great teaching from 
scripture with this wonderful promise. A promise from 
Almighty God Himself that says because of the completed 
work of my Son, “Their sins and their lawless deeds, I will 
remember no more” !  
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Next week the focus of the Hebrew writer will change drastically. Because, 
for the rest of the book, his focus will no longer be on Christ, it will be on us.  

Because literally for the rest of the book, his focus will no longer be 
specifically on Christ. It will be on us. He will continue to teach us some 
wonderful things about our Savior, but the whole time, he is talking to us. 

He in essence is going to be saying to each and every one of us, “What are 
you going to do with this great promise that, in Christ, “Your sins and your 
lawless deeds, will be remembered no more” !  

The writer of Hebrews is about to sum up everything he has written up to 
this point. And he starts off here in verse 19 with a very BIG “Therefore”: 
 
Verses 19-21: 

 We’ll get to the specifics of what he has said here in these 3 
verses but overall the point he’s trying to make is that: 

o “Don’t you realize that”: 
 In Christ, we are so incredibly blessed?  
 In Christ God has poured out immeasurable grace 

and mercy upon us who believe.   
 
In these 3 verses are 2 summary truths on which he will build his entire 
case for what he’s about to say to us. 
  
 
Verse 19: 

 What’s the first summary truth the writer of this great book 
wants us to know? 

o Because of Jesus’ one time sacrifice of His own blood, we 
now as His followers, have direct access into the very 
presence of Almighty God Himself. 

 
This was impossible under the Law. But now that Christ our 

Savior has entered the Most Holy Place, within the veil, by virtue of 
His own blood, the author is now saying that since we have been 
granted forgiveness of sins through our obedience to the gospel, we 
too should join Christ within the veil. 
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And not only that, but since Christ is seated on the throne in the true 
holy place, it makes sense that, since He "raised us up with Him, and 
seated us with Him in the heavenly places," as Paul says in 
Ephesians 2:6, then saints are also to be with Him in the true holy 
place. 
 
You know how you don’t get into certain ultra-exclusive places unless 
you know somebody. Well guess what? When it comes to thee most 
ultra-exclusive place in the universe, the presence, fortunately we DO 
know somebody.  
 
 

Verse 20: 

 What’s new about our new found access to the Holy place 
and why is it described as living? 

o It is described as a "new and living way" in order to 
contrast it with the "old and dead" system which produced 
only "dead works" of the Law. 

o It was “new” because the “old” way into the Most Holy 
Place was, 1st of all, only available to one man once a 
year.  

o It is also “new” because again the “old” way into the Most 
Holy Place was done by going through a veil. A thick 
curtain that separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy 
Place where it was believed God Himself would dwell.  

o But the “new” way by which we are now privileged to 
enter is not through a veil or curtain but through the torn 
flesh of Jesus Christ.  

o When the veil that hung in the temple the day Christ died 
was torn in two, it opened free and unlimited access into 
the Most Holy Place. It was a type or prophetic picture of 
what the sacrifice of Jesus had accomplished. 

o The “old” way was inaugurated through the sacrifice of 
animals; the “new and living” was put into effect through 
the sacrifice of the very Son of God! 
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Verse 21: 

 What is the second summary truth the writer wants us to 
know? 

o That we have a great High Priest who presides over 
the house of God 

o One of the lessons taught through the Law was that no 
one can approach God except through a priest. 
Christians, therefore, if they are to enter into the true holy 
place into the very presence of the Father Himself, must 
likewise have a priest. Jesus is that great priest who now 
over the house of God". 

This truth that in Christ we now have access into the very presence of God, 
into the true Most Holy Place, the throne room of heaven, is an honor 
mankind has not known since the Garden of Eden. And to think that we are 
told that we are to enter into it with confidence is just beyond our wildest 
dream. 

Everything the Hebrew writer will say to us from this point on is based 
on these 2 great truths.  

Two times he uses the word “since” in these first 3 verses. (vs 19 
+21). Webster defines “since” as a word that means:  “in-as-much-as” . But 
it gives an even better definition that applies here. Since also means  “in 
view of the fact”.  

“In view of the fact, in view of the truth” – KLV doesn’t use the word 
since. It uses the word, “Having”. “Having therefore boldness to enter the 
Most Holy Place . . . . . “ 

That is probably the best way to understand what the Hebrew writer 
is conveying to us here. In Christ brethren, as forever forgiven, “We have, 
we possess, the boldness to enter into the very presence of God”. 

So since we have that great, totally undeserved privilege, what 
manner of disciple ought we to be? 

In verses 22-25 we find the author begins to answer that question. And he 
starts off by using the phrase “let us” to begin teach us exactly how we are 
to live. It will be the first of 5. I see it as the introduction to the rest of the 
book aimed directly at how we, as the redeemed, ought to live and act and 
ought NOT to live and act as well. 
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Hebrews 10:11  
 What “function” of the High Priests of Israel and Christ is the 

author again comparing here? 
 
 
 
 

Hebrews 10:12 
 How were their roles different? 

 
 
 
 

Hebrews 10:13 
 The author has been heading towards one final, important point 

here in verse 13.  What is that point? 
 
 
 
 
 

Hebrews 10:14 
 Exactly what has Christ’s “one sacrifice” done for us? 

 
 
 
 

 What does it mean that, through Christ’s sacrifice, those who 
have been sanctified, those who have been set apart and 
dedicated to God, are “perfected forever”?  

 
 
 
 
 
Hebrews 10:15 

 What explanation does the author give as to why he is about to 
requote parts of Jeremiah 31? 
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Verses 16:  

 How does the New Law in Christ written on our hearts and 
minds help to grasp and realize the truth that we are perfected in 
Christ? 

 
 
 
 

 
 “If” our minds have learned the great truths of the scriptures 

and “If” our hearts have wholeheartedly embraced those 
tremendous truths, what effect will they have on our will? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Hebrews 10:17 

 What is perhaps the single, strongest motivation to live as those 
who are perfected in Christ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hebrews 10:18 

 Why is there no longer the need for additional sacrifices for 
sins? 

 
 

 


