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Review: 
 

Hebrews 10:1 - 18 
Clear back at the beginning of chapter 8 the author has been 

focusing on Christ as the last high priest in a long line of high priests. 
We’ve been learning that Jesus was like no other High Priest who has ever 
served His people.  

 This priest did not make repeated sacrifices over and over, He 
made one.  

 And the sacrifice He offered was not a goat or a lamb that could 
never fully “take away” sins but was in fact was His own body. 
His sacrifice brought about the complete and utter removal of a 
man or woman’s sin forever. 

 And we learned that this High Priest did not offer His sacrifice 
in an earthly temple but in the heavenly one. 

 And finally we just learned that this High Priest after presenting 
His sacrifice did what no other High Priest has ever done. He 
sat down at the right of God Almighty as a conquering king, to 
begin his rule over a great nation. 
 

 
And we were left at the end of this great teaching from scripture with 
this wonderful promise. Hebrews 10:17 A promise from Almighty 
God Himself that says because of the completed work of His Son, 
“Their sins and their lawless deeds, I will remember no more” !  
 

As I said last week, the focus of the Hebrew writer changes drastically 
starting right here in verse 19. Because literally for the rest of the book, his 
focus will no longer be specifically on Christ.   It will be on us.  

He in essence is going to be saying to each and every one of us, what are 
you going to do with this great promise that, in Christ, “Your sins and your 
lawless deeds, will be remembered no more”!  

The writer of Hebrews is about to sum up everything he has written up to 
this point. And he starts off here in verse 19 with a very BIG “Therefore”: 
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Verses 19-21: 
In these 3 verses, the author concludes everything he has been 

teaching us about Christ with 2 summary truths: 
 

Verse 19-20: 
The first summary truth the author wants us to know is that 

because of Jesus’ one time sacrifice of His own blood, we now as His 
followers, have direct access into the very presence of Almighty God 
Himself. 

This was impossible under the Law. But now that Christ our Savior 
has entered the Most Holy Place, within the veil, by virtue of His own blood, 
the author is now saying that since we have been granted forgiveness of 
sins through our obedience to the gospel, we too should join Christ within 
the veil. 

And not only that, but since Christ is seated on the throne in the true 
holy place, it makes sense that, since He "raised us up with Him, and 
seated us with Him in the heavenly places," as Paul says in Ephesians 
2:6, then saints also have been given the tremendous privilege of joining 
Christ Himself  in the true holy place. 

 
Verse 20: 

Verse 20 describes this great privilege as the “new and living 
way”, inaugurated for us through the veil of His own flesh. 

It is described as a "new and living way" in order to contrast it with the 
"old and dead" system which produced only "dead works" of the Law.  It 
was “new” because the “old” way into the Most Holy Place was, 1st of all, 
only available to one man once a year.  

It is also “new” because again the “old” way into the Most Holy Place 
was done by going through a veil. A thick curtain that separated the Holy 
Place from the Most Holy Place where it was believed God Himself would 
dwell.  

But the “new” way by which we are now privileged to enter is not 
through a veil or curtain but through the torn flesh of Jesus Christ. The day 
Christ died, the veil that hung in the temple was torn in two.  
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It opened free and unlimited access into the Most Holy Place. It was a 
type or prophetic picture of what the sacrifice of Jesus had accomplished. 

The “old” way was inaugurated through the sacrifice of animals; the “new 
and living” was put into effect through the sacrifice of the very Son of God! 

 
Verse 21:  

The 2nd summary truth the writer wants us to know is that we 
have a great High Priest who presides over the house of God 

One of the lessons taught through the Law was that no one can 
approach God except through a priest. Christians, therefore, if they are to 
enter into the true holy place into the very presence of the Father Himself, 
must likewise have a priest. Jesus is that great high priest who is now over 
the house of God". 

This truth that in Christ we now have access into the very presence of 
God, into the true Most Holy Place, the throne room of heaven, is an honor 
mankind has not known since the Garden of Eden. And to think that we are 
told that we are to enter into it with confidence is just beyond our wildest 
dream. 

 
Hebrews 10:22 

Verse 22 is literally the start of the 2nd half of the Book of Hebrews. 
Because everything the writer will say to us from this point on is based on 
these 2 great truths.  

 
Last week we pointed out that 2 times he uses the word “since” in 

these 2 great truths in verses 19 - 21. 
 
Webster defines “since” as a word that means:  “inasmuch as” or 

better defined as, “in view of the fact”. “In view of the fact, the truth” –  
 
KLV has the word, “Having”. “Having therefore boldness to enter the 

Most Holy Place . . . . . “.  That is probably the best way to understand what 
the Hebrew writer is conveying to us here. In Christ brethren, as the forever 
forgiven, “We have, we possess, the boldness to enter into the very 
presence of God”. 
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So the question that the writer of Hebrews is going to be asking us for the 
rest of the book is this: 

Since we have,  we possess,  that great, totally undeserved privilege, 
what manner of disciple ought we to be? 
 
In verses 22-25 the author begins to answer that question. And he starts 
off by using the phrase “let us” to begin teach us exactly how we are to live. 
It will be the first of 5. I see it as the introduction to the rest of the book 
aimed directly at how we, as the redeemed, ought to live and act or ought 
NOT to live and act as well. 
   
 
Verse 22:    (The 1st “Let us”) 

 What may be the very key to a life of fulfillment and joy in 
Christ? 

o Drawing near to God. From Monte’s note I found this 
tremendous teaching.    “those who are interested in 
knowing God have always been the ones who come in as 
close as they can to Him.  By contrast, there have always 
been those who make a pretense of loving God and 
demonstrating their religiosity, but have no interest in real 
spirituality or knowing God. (Isaiah 29:13). (Ecclesiastes 
5:1). The new covenant saint, then, must count it a great 
privilege to draw near to God, and to be able to draw near 
in a spiritual way never offered to anyone in the Old 
Testament.  God has extended Himself to us through 
Jesus Christ so that we may have opportunity to 
approach His glorious presence”! 
 

 What’s the one requirement for “drawing near to God in full 
assurance of faith”? 

o That we do so with a “sincere heart”. 
o Absolute honesty with God has always been a 

prerequisite for fellowship with Him. David wrote that, 
“God tries the hearts and minds of men" (Psalm 7:9).  

o We have already learned from that great verse in 
Hebrews  4:12 how the word of God can, “judge both the 
thoughts and intentions of our hearts”. The genuineness 
of our intentions - is the genuineness of our sincerity. 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Isaiah+29:13
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Ecclesiastes+5:1
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Ecclesiastes+5:1
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Psalm+7:9
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 What 2 things does our author list as the keys to having that full 
assurance of faith”? 

o  That fact that we have been:  
 (1st) had our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 

conscience 
 (2nd) had our bodies washed with pure water 

o Hearts sprinkled refers to the blood of Christ where we 
learned earlier will, "cleanse your conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God." This is not a “once and for all lifetime 
cleansing”. The individual must be constantly active in pursuing 
the clean conscience.  

o Bodies washed - Our hearts were sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience when we, as a repentant believer, were immersed 
in Jesus’ name.  (I Peter 3:20). The good conscience is 
naturally a part of the package with forgiveness of sins. Couple 
that with the fact that God no longer remembers our past sins 
and you have a wonderful start to the new life in Christ.  

 
 
Verse 22:   The 2nd “Let us” 
 

 What’s the key to us successfully holding fast to the confession 
of our hope? 

o A steadfast belief that He who promised us that hope, will 
be faithful to keep it. 

o The very foundation of our faith in Christ is the knowledge and 
the assurance that He Himself has been and will be faithful to 
us. 

o We as followers of Christ have a responsibilities in this 
covenant with Him. Christ does NOT do everything and His 
disciples do nothing.  

o One author says, “Eternal life, though now in our grasp, is still 
just an object of hope. Hence it requires us to cling to this hope 
as the anchor of our souls”.   (Hebrews 6:17-19) 

o And the key to us clinging to that hope successfully is the 
unwavering knowledge that “He who made those promises to 
us is faithful”. 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=I+Peter+3:20
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 What does this exhortation to “hold fast” or “hold unswervingly” 
to our hope seem to indicate about what our walk with Christ on 
this earth will be like? 

o We will face a continual day by day, hour by hour struggle 
against forces committed to rip that hope away from us. 

o A number of reasons come to mind why Satan wants to steal 
our hope away from us: 

 First of all I don’t think he likes that fact that we will be his 
judge one day. 

 Secondly, he wants to steal our hope to stop us from 
receiving that great victory and promise we have in Christ. 

 And thirdly, he knows that if he is successful in destroying 
our hope, it will also destroy the chance of others finding 
that hope as we share "the confession of our hope" with 
them.   

 I Peter 3:15 – “Sanctify Christ as Lord in your heart and 
always be ready to give an answer to everyone one who 
asks you to give an account  for the HOPE that lies within 
you”. 

 The greatest witness we can make for Christ is the 
confession of our hope in Him to those who have no such 
hope.  It is that confession that Satan desires to rip from 
our heart but we must “hold fast to it” not just for our sake 
but the sake of countless others. 

 
 
Verse 24:    ( The 3rd “Let Us”) 

 What ought to be a constant thought for us throughout our 
entire Christian life? 

o How we can “stimulate” (NAS) or “spur one another on” 
(NIV) “to love and good deeds”. 

o Monte has spent a lot of time throughout our study teaching us 
about what the initial reader of this letter were going through. 

o And we’re going to learn a whole lot more about the terrible 
persecution they were facing in the chapters to come. This 
exhortation to stimulate the brothers would be so necessary of 
them at this time. Again, we’ll talk about them later. 

o But the same need for brother and sisters in Christ to be 
constantly thinking of ways to “spur each other on” is still 
desperately needed to day.  
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o Although we may not face the level of persecution YET that 
these folks were facing, each one of us not only needs to be 
spurring one another on, but need to be stimulated to be faithful 
as well.  

 
 

 Now, “stimulate” or “spur on” to what? 
o Love  -  In Matthew 24 Jesus predicts the destruction of the 

temple. And in those verses He describes what will happen to 
the people caught up the disruption.  (Matthew 24:10-12) 

o Jesus knew the believers would need to stimulate one another 
at that time to continue to exhibit Christian love. They would 
need to remind each other regularly of not only Jesus’ love for 
them, but of their need to also, "Love your enemies, and pray 
for those who persecute you” as well. 
 

o Good deeds  -   In an increasingly lawless society, it becomes 
hard to see the value of doing good. If a Christian were to stop 
and help someone out of the ditch, and then that person stole 
the Christian’s wallet, it would be challenging for him to stop 
and help someone else alongside the road. Once again, in the 
midst of those difficult times, brethren would need to be 
"stimulated" to continue those good deeds. "Do good," is Jesus’ 
teaches, even, "to those who hate you" (Luke 6:27). 
 
     

Verse 25:     (The 4th and 5th “Let Us” – although those words don’t appear) 
 What 2 other things are believers to be committed to? 

o Not forsaking the assembly: 
 One of the most important ways in which God meets the 

needs of the inner man is in the assembly of the saints. 
The precedent exemplified by the Jews weekly gathering 
at the synagogue to hear the word and commune 
together was key to the unity and the faithfulness of His 
people.  

 It is no wonder that we read in Acts 2:42 that from the 
very beginning of the church they remained constantly 
and continually committed to 4 things: 

 Apostles teachings, fellowship, Breaking of Bread 
and Prayer 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Luke+6:27
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 And in Acts 20:7 we see that Jewish practice of 
“gathering together” on a weekly basis continuing in the 
church. 

 It’s easy to form a bad habit. All a person has to do is 
nothing, and bad habits form automatically, don’t they. 
 

o Encouraging one another : 
 God never intended for the Christian or the Christian 

family to be isolated, "stand-alone units." The saints are 
to assemble together in order to not only stimulating one 
another to love and good deeds but also to encouraging 
one another as well. 
 

 "The day" – That the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews 
was most likely referring to was the anticipation of the 
destruction of the temple and the overthrow of Jerusalem.  

 Because the Jews rejected the Messiah, God destroyed 
their city. The trappings of the Old Covenant stood as a 
barrier to full acceptance of the New. 

 God allowed the destruction of the temple, its priesthood, 
and its sacrifices. They were "growing old," and had 
outlived their usefulness.  

 
Conclusion: 

 In the same way, the peoples of this earth are in the 
process of rejecting the Messiah, and God will destroy 
them. The heavens and earth likewise are becoming "old 
as a garment"; they have nearly outlived their usefulness 
and will be "changed" for a new garment, the new 
heavens and new earth.                                        

 Christians today, then, are not awaiting the destruction of 
Jerusalem; they are awaiting the destruction of the earth. 
We are therefore not to be "forsaking own assembling 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more, as you see the day drawing 
near!" 
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Hebrews 10:26-28 
Last week I made the comment that from verse 22 on, the tone of 

the letter, focusing on us, becomes stronger and stronger. This next section 
of chapter 10 is an example of that. The coming events to be faced by the 
church in Jerusalem was going to be awful.  
  
And so here we see the Hebrew writer returning to a consistent theme he 
has repeated throughout the letter. Warnings to believers about infidelity 
and disobedience.   
 
You may have noticed that each time he has dealt with this, His warnings 
have grown stronger and stronger. 
   

 He started off warning us about “drifting away” (2:1) 

 He warns about “neglecting so great a salvation” (2:3) 

 Then there was the warning to be careful not to, “fall away” (3:12)  

 Several times he exhorts us to “hold fast, firm until the end” (3:14) 

 He gives the example of how the Israelite were not able to “enter into 
His rest because of their unbelief and disobedience”. (3:19) 

 He again warns us about “falling short of entering His rest” (4:1) 

 He again warns about ‘falling away” and coming “close to being 
cursed“  (6:6-8)     (6:1-8 all deal with the Perils of Falling Away) 

 
Well today, he becomes down right blunt with his warnings. There will no 
more casually mentioning it. He is about as sober as you can be on this 
subject of Christian who continue to willfully sin.  
 
He will be making a point you and I do not want to miss. But he will finish 
the chapter with a great message of encouragement and hope.     
 
 
Verses 26: 

 What does the Hebrew writer mean by “willfully” (NAS) or 
“deliberately” (NIV) sinning? 

o In Hebrews 9:7 we learned that under the Old Law a 
person could commit a sin without knowing it or “in 
ignorance”. For example: exposed to a dead body defiling 
them, making them unfit to enter the temple. 



A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 24 – Hebrews 10:19 - 25 

10 

 

o But under the terms of the New Covenant, there are no 
“sins of ignorance”. Basically 3 different types of sins: 

 Sins of Commission – (I John 3:4)  -  “sin is the 
transgression of the law” (KJ)  

 Sins of Omission – (James 4:17) – “the one who 
knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to 
him it is sin” 

 Actions taken that are not done in faith – (Romans 
14:23)  - “Whatever is not from faith is sin” 

 

The overriding point here is this: all sin, under the terms of the New 
Testament, is deliberate, or willful, sin. That is a sobering thought and one 
we have to face facts about. But what I believe our author is talking about 
here is something different. 

He’s not talking about the times when we succumb to a moment of 
temptation or enticement and commit a sin. An act of disobedience against 
God. A sin where afterwards we are consumed with guilt and through 
repentance we genuinely seek His forgiveness.     (I John 1:9)    

“If we confess our sins (in faith), He is faithful and righteous to forgive us of 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. This is a wonderful 
privilege we have as believers and is a large part of the work of Christ as 
our High Priest as he daily ministers at God’s right hand. 

 

I believe the “willful or deliberate sinning” the author is speaking about here 
is not only dealing with the specific sins themselves, but also with the 
attitude behind the commitment of those sins.  The author is not describing 
sins committed in error, in a moment of weakness or excitement, but sins 
repeated sins, committed in defiance and rebellion.  

He is describing sins, as one author writes as, “a pattern of habitual sins 
committed with a high hand and in open violation and even contempt of 
God’s law”.  He is describing the actions of one who by ignoring the 
warnings and admonitions giving over and over again in the scriptures 
about unfaithfulness and disobedience has come to that point where 
nothing they do is “in faith” any longer.  (We’ll see that here in verse 28) 
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Verse 27: 

 What can a person who has come to that point in their life 
expect to face? 

o “judgement and the fury of a fire that will consume the 
adversaries”, or as NIV says, “the enemies of God”  

o It’s what my mom used to call, “Big trouble”. She used to 
say, “You’re in big trouble young man”. And I understood 
what she meant.   But this is BIG TROUBLE is it not? 
 

 The thoughtful saint recognizes what a tremendous price Jesus 
paid for his sin, and how much work He went through to be the 
resurrected High Priest, sprinkling the blood of the sacrifice on 
his behalf. So when the word of God says that the blessings of 
that sacrifice will be withdrawn — "there no longer remains a 
sacrifice for sins but only an expectation of judgement"  

 

Verse 28: 

 What was the sin committed under the Law of Moses that 
would cost a person his life? 

o It wasn’t just the particular itself. It was the “setting 
aside”(NAS), or the “rejecting” (NIV) or the “despising” 
(KJ) of God’s law that would cause them to be put to 
death. 

o That’s the “willfully or deliberately sinning” that our author 
is talking about in verse 26. He not talking about sins 
committed or omitted in a moment of temptation, he is 
talking about apostasy.  

o He is describing a person who failed to heed all the 
warnings about, “drifting away”, “falling away”, “neglecting 
their salvation”, “not holding firm” until they finally come to 
the point where there is no turning back. (We’ll see that 
illustrated for us in chapter 12). 

 

 How was this person treated who had done such things? 
o They were shown absolutely, “no mercy. 


