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Introduction: 
 
 There are a lot of familiar chapters in the scriptures. Genesis 1, the 
“Creation Account” is obviously one of those.  Luke 2, telling the 
“Christmas story”, is another one. I Corinthians 13, the “Love” chapter also 
is another one.   
 
But right up there as one of the most familiar chapters in the Bible is 
Hebrew 11. Appropriately called, the “Faith” chapter. The author of 
Hebrews, whoever it is, has masterfully brought his readers to this point.  
 
He knows what they have been going through and he knows what lies 
ahead for them as well. He knows it’s not going to be easy. And he has 
done his best to prepare them for it.  
 
He’s done so by accurately exalting Christ before them as the marvelous 
Savior, the conquering King, the ultimate sacrifice and the dedicated High 
Priest seated at the right of God Himself daily interceding for them and for 
us. His hope in doing so was to help, to inspire the brethren to remain 
faithful to Him.   
 
Along the way he has, subtlely and not-so-subtlely, issued warnings about 
falling away from the great hope they have in Christ. He has also laid out 
the eternal consequences for those who do. Everything he has written was 
stated for one purpose. The same purpose Paul wrote all of his letters for. 
 
To bring about “the obedience of faith” no matter what circumstances the 
church may face. Now, here in chapter 11 the author, with the stroke of 
divinely inspired genius, takes now a little different tract in an attempt to 
buildup and inspire the believers both then and now. 
 
He not only defines and explains what faith is here, he then illustrates what 
can be accomplish by the power of faith.  He does so by reviewing the 
history of many of the Jewish saints, extoling the tremendous victories they 
were able to perform “by faith”, a term quoted more than 20 times in this 
great chapter. 
 
These words must have been incredible to have heard back then by the 
early church but are just as inspiring and encouraging to us today as well.               
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Let me just start of by saying there is so much confusion today as to the 
understanding of faith. Such things as, what is it really, how do we attain it, 
where does it come from and how does it relate to obedience. The 
understanding of faith is probably the single, biggest different between the 
Church of Christ/ Christian Church’s today and all other denominations. 
 
It affects every aspect of our Christian walk starting with what a person 
must do to be saved, to what it means to live “by faith”. And since the Bible 
says, "the righteous will live by faith," and “through a lack of faith the 
righteous will perish”, well then this statement in Hebrews about what faith 
is, is certainly worth our time to understand it fully. 
 
 
Hebrews 11:1 

 Is faith an exclusively spiritual and biblical concept? 
    It is NOT!! 
Think about it, if this verse was not in the Bible, it could just be a sentence 
in a phycology or sociology b tech book. It would be labeled “a standard of 
human behavior” or simply, “a basic truth of life”. Because that is exactly 
what it is.   
 

 Now, our author is obviously focused on faith as it relates to our faith “in 
God” or our faith “in Christ” here. And that has been his focus throughout 
the entire letter. But the concept and understanding of what faith is must 
first be understood in the secular sense, a general sense and then applied 
in a spiritual sense as it relates to our relationship with Christ. 
 
 

 So what is faith?  It appears to be 2 fold? 
o 1st: “Assurance” (NAS), “being sure” (NIV), “substance” (KJ), 

or translations say, “confidence” – “of things hoped for”.       
 (Greek) – “hu’ – po – stas - is” = “a firm and well-rounded 

confidence” . Used in Hebrews 1:3, 3:14 
o 2nd: “Conviction” (NAS), “certain” or (certainty) (NIV), 

“evidence” (KJ), other translations say, “reproof” - “of things not 
seen”. Assurance or confidence in our hope leads to conviction.                                                                                    

 (Greek) – “e’ – leg – mos”  = “to be persuaded or to have 
a conviction based on the proof or demonstration showing 
it to be true or false”.      
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 I Timothy 3:16 – “all scripture is inspired by God 
and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction and for training in righteous” 

 When you think about it this is a common 
progression. When you begin to be sure about 
something and to have confidence in it, you begin to 
have conviction and feel very strongly that it’s the 
truth or it’s not the truth. One or the other. 
 

o Romans 10:17 – “Faith (assurance & conviction) comes by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God”.   

 Faith is not blind. Faith is not a “leap in the dark”. And 
faith is not a gift handed to us either. Faith comes by way 
of the testimony of a reliable witness or witnesses. First of 
all in a secular sense: 

 We gain faith in a product (vehicle or a tooth paste) 

 We gain faith in a procedure (best way to treat our 
cancer or the raise our kids) 

 We gain faith in a person by finding about that them 
and deem them to be trustworthy or not. 

 We gain faith in these things by finding about that 
product, or that procedure or that person from 
information relayed to us from reliable sources or 
witnesses. Information from a person or persons we 
trust who have used that product, or gone through 
that procedure or personally knows that individual. 
 

 
 The same concept of where faith comes from in a secular 

world, applies in a spiritual sense. Faith comes by way of 
the testimony of reliable witnesses. That is what we have 
in the 66 books, written by the 40 different authors known 
as our Bible. And since “Faith” comes by hearing the word 
of God, then what we are really gaining as we read and 
study and memorize is “conviction, and assurance and 
certainty, and proof”. 
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One author wrote, “For where there is no testimony, there can be no 
faith. But when God speaks, His word is to the believer, the end of all 
controversy”.  
 

o A final interesting thought is that the “things we hope for” are 
those things we know about. The things we’ve have heard 
about and read about in the scriptures and are looking forward 
to experiencing.  

o But the “things yet unseen” expands out to include perhaps the 
1,000’s of things God has yet to show us in this universe. Pretty 
neat.  

Because of the Word of God, we are so convicted of the truthfulness 
that Jesus is risen to the position of power at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, that we will continue to participate in the assemblies of the church, 
continue to live out the moral principles in our personal lives, and continue 
to propagate the faith once and for all delivered.  

Even if the Roman army or some other army today, should destroys our 
land! 

Hebrew 11:2 
 

Verse 2 is really the introduction to the chapter. After finishing 
chapter 10 with the fact that, “we are not those who shrink back to 
destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul”, the 
author now says, “and here are some folks you might recognize who BY 
FAITH have done just that”. 

As the men of old believed and followed the promises given to them by 
God, so the brethren of the New Testament times are to believe and follow 
the “exceedingly great a precious promises” given by God in order to gain 
His approval and applause at the day of judgment. 

 
Hebrews11:3    

 Quick review question, why was the account of the creation of this 
world, in Genesis 1 and 2, given to us?   
The creation account was given to mankind to establish the “Word of 

God” as the foundation for all faith.   (Repeat) 
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It’s where faith starts. It is the foundation, the bench mark, for a person to 
begin to believe and begin to trust and have faith in Almighty God and His 
Word. (Define “bench mark”. 
 
Johann Bengel,  
 “As creation is the foundation and the specimen (example) of the 
whole divine economy, so faith in creation is the foundation and the 
specimen (the example) of all faith”.   
 
The fact that God created this entire world, is the very foundation of all 
faith. That fact is that everything we can “see” today was NOT made out of 
things that are visible or in other words, things that already existed.  
 
The realization that God can make something so magnificent as the entire 
universe out of nothing, was to become the one thing that gives us the 
faith, the “assurance and the conviction”, that He indeed exists and His 
Word can be trusted in and relied upon. 
Hebrews 11:4 

 What was Abel, the 1st man of faith, able to accomplish “by 
faith”? 

o Offer a “better sacrifice” than his brother. (Genesis 4:1-8)        
 God testified that Abel’s offering of the firstlings of the 

flock showed that Abel was a righteous man of faith; the 
same testimony shows that Cain was not a man of faith 
but was rebellious against the will of God. It is highly 
significant that the first recorded man of faith on this earth 
was killed by a member of his own family because he 
acted in accordance with that faith!! "Though he is dead, 
he still speaks," and his message is "keep the faith." 

 
 

 How can a person who is dead, still speak? 
o “By faith” – by the works done because of their faith in God. It’s 

those works that speak volumes to the world about the 
existence of a loving and gracious God. 

 
 
Hebrews 11:5 

 What was Enoch able to accomplish “by faith”? 
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o “By faith” he obtained a witness or a reputation as one who 
pleased God. And in fact pleased God so much, that He literally 
spared Enoch the fearful and agonizing experience of death.   
(Genesis 5:24). The Bible simply says, “God took him”. 

o When Abel was killed by his brother Cain, God raised up a son 
named Seth to take Abel’s place, and the lineage of Seth’s 
descendants were called "the sons of God" as contrasted to the 
rest of the race, who were described as those who were from, 
"the daughters of men." It was in the line of Seth that Enoch 
arose seven generations from Adam. 

o Enoch was other one of great antediluvian characters (pre-
flood). Enoch was the father of Methuselah, who was the oldest 
living man – 966 years and the grand father of a man named 
Noah.  
 
  

“The realm of faith is a realm where great things are accomplished. In the 
realm of faith the universe was created, Abel can speak from the dead, and 
Enoch never tasted death! This realm then, is the realm where the truly 
intelligent live and invest their lives”.  
 
Hebrews 11:6 

 Why is faith so important? 
o Because without it is impossible to please God. I guess that 

means that without it, we are extremely displeasing to Him 
 

 How come? Why is God so displeased with those who have no 
faith in Him? 

o Because He has gone to a lot of trouble to provide the source 
of that faith. The Bibles we hold in our hand.  

 

 In what ways does God see our faith? 
o 1st: If He sees that we actually believe He exists. You see 

faith, from the Bible’s perspective, is “believing what the Bible 
tells you to believe”. Does that make sense?  And the single 
most important thing that the Bible tells us to believe is that 
there is a God. A Supreme, Divine Creator and Sustainer of all 
life here on earth. Without that belief all the problems of the 
world exist. 
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o 2nd: If He sees we are continually seeking Him out knowing 
He rewards those who do. In other words He sees genuine 
faith in those who don’t just seek Him out, but specifically 
search after Him to receive the rewards He offers to those who 
do.  

 These 2 things that please God, “believing that He is” and 
“that He is a rewarded of those who diligently seek Him” 
really are describing 2 things: 

 Believing in God – believing He exists 

 Believing God – believing what He says and  
Promises 

These 2 represent the very essence of Faith. 
    
Hebrews 11 is a list of individuals who have done just that. Believed that 
God indeed exists and is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him out.  
 
Hebrews 11:7 

 What was Noah able to accomplish “by faith”? 
o Build a great ark that preserved his family, all the living 

creatures on the earth and the linage of the entire human race. 
That’s all! 

o By the time of Noah, faith was almost nonexistent upon the 
earth. (Genesis 6:5) "Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of 
man was great on the earth."  That was Moses’ recounting. 
”And that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually". 

o Mankind had degenerated quickly from the time of Adam. And 
among an estimated two billion people on the earth at that time, 
only Noah and his family "found favor in the eyes of the Lord” 
(Genesis 6:8).  

o "The end of all flesh has come before Me," the Lord informed 
the faithful patriarch, "for the earth is filled with violence 
because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with 
the earth" (Genesis 6:13).  

o Noah was then given instructions to build the ark of gopher 
wood (450’x75’x45’). After 120 years of construction on the ark, 
and calling the people to repentance, Noah and his wife and his 
three sons and their wives entered the completed ark. After 
they and the animals in whose nostrils was the breath of life 
had entered in, God closed the door of the giant ship. Seven 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Genesis+6:8
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Genesis+6:13
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days later the rain began to fall, the floodgates of the deep 
opened, and the massive flood waters covered the entire 
surface of the planet.  

o The old earth was destroyed in great flood and a new earth with 
a new beginning emerged from the subsiding waters. Noah and 
his family and the animals, having spent a year and seventeen 
days in the ark, stepped out on Mt. Ararat and found their way 
down the mountain, eventually forming the first post-flood 
civilization in the Tigris and Euphrates river valley. 
 

The lesson of Noah is, not only that we must be believe “in” God, we 
must also “believe” God - All the great men and women of faith recorded 
the pages of the Old Testament not only believed in God, they believed 
God as well. 
  

When God gave them a promise, they believed He would keep it.  
And when He gave them a command, they therefore obeyed.  

 
"By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in 
reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household" (Hebrews 
11:7).  
 

It is pretty amazing that Noah believed in a coming worldwide flood, and 
did not waver in that belief; he was therefore able to complete the ark by 
persistent effort over a period of 120 years. With a reverential fear of God, 
he worked on the boat, and in the process was able to rescue his family 
and the future of the human race. 

 

 Final though from verse 7, what did the preparing of an ark mean 
to the rest of the world? 

o The ark built for the salvation of his household, also 
represented the condemned the world. The same waters which 
saved Noah and his family are the same waters which drowned 
the rest of the human race. The patriarch, by his willingness to 
believe in the promised deliverance and prophesied doom, 
acted — and in so doing, he condemned or judged the world.  

o It was not easy for Noah to have enough faith to be certain that 
God would back the building of the ark, or for him to be able to 
have enough conviction to overcome the obstacles to its 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Hebrews+11:7
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Hebrews+11:7
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completion. But he did, "and became an heir of the 
righteousness which is according to faith" (Hebrews 11:7). 

o Mankind as a whole has a hard time understanding that the 
basis on which God judges each individual is whether he has 
faith as it is revealed in God’s word. In Noah’s case, because 
he believed in God’s warning about the judgment in the Flood 
and subsequently constructed the ark, God declared him to be 
righteous.  

o He is recommended to us here in Hebrew as an example, so 
that we would be those who would follow the revealed faith of 
the New Testament. In Noah’s case, it was the Flood that was 
to come. In the case of the Hebrew Christians, it was the 
Roman who was to come. In our case, it is the "new world 
order" that is to come.  

o Remember Hebrews 10:38 - "For yet in a very little while, he 
who is coming will come, and will not delay. By My righteous 
one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul will have 
no pleasure in him."  
 
 

Next week:   “The man named Abraham” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Hebrews+11:7

