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Review: 

Hebrews 11:1-7 
 The author begins this great “Faith” chapter by defining “faith. We 
learned faith as “assurance” or “certainty” to it that helps us to gain 
“confidence” in a product or a person. Faith involves “evidence” by which 
we can evaluate our beliefs. It also involves “assurances” that lead and 
direct our thoughts and convictions.   
 
In verse 2 the author then introduces the chapter with the statement, “for 
by it (faith that is) men of old gained approval”. I like the NIV. It’s not a 
literal translation but it’s written well. It says, “This is what the ancients were 
commended for”. 
 
And so the rest of chapter 11 is in essence a “who’s – who” of Old 
Testament patriarchs whose lives serve as a tremendous example of what 
it means to live “by faith”, a term used over 20 throughout the text. 
 
Verse 3 teaches us that the very foundation of our faith is the based on our 
understanding that God is the creator of this entire universe. I believe that 
was a basic belief of each one of the “men of old” who lived their lives 
faithful to this creator. 
 
Last week we had time to look at a couple of these “men of old”. We looked 
at Abel, Enoch and Noah, men whose lives were exemplary and whose 
faith was richly rewarded by a thankful God. 
 
This week:     The Man named Abraham 
   
Hebrews 11:8 
 

Abraham, patriarch of Israel and father of the faithful in Christ, was 
truly a great man of faith. He is featured in the teachings of Jesus, exhibited 
as an example in the argumentations of Paul and James, and serves as a 
point of reference in the Hebrew epistle. He is, in the words of Paul, "the 
father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but 
who also follow in the steps of faith of our father Abraham which he had 
while uncircumcised" (Romans 4:12). 
 

 What was the 1st big example of faith displayed by Abram? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Romans+4:12
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o The call of Abram was this, "Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go 

forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your 
father’s house, to the land which I will show you". Genesis 12:1 

o The writer of the Hebrew epistle notes, "By faith Abraham, 
when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he 
was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing 
where he was going". 
 

o What would have been your (and my) 1st question to God? 
 Where we going?  Can you imagine me coming home 

one day and telling Trudy, come on kiddo, we’re hitting 
the road. Pack your bags, get in the car, let’s go. How 
would that have gone over at your house?  Not so good? 
 

 Perhaps the single biggest battle in living by faith is going 
out and doing things for God without all the details. 
Details like, Why are we doing this? Where are we 
headed or How long are we going to have to keep this 
up? And are we ever coming back? 

 
 Abraham teaches us a very important lesson. Faith 

without the designated action is not faith at all. And, as 
the writer also emphasizes, Abram did not know where he 
was going when he left Ur of the Chaldees; he really was 
trusting God as he journeyed toward strange peoples with 
strange languages, strange customs, and strange food. 
Reminds me of our move to Buckeye country. 

 
 
Hebrews 11:9-10 

 Why does the author of Hebrews make such a big deal about 
Abram living in the land as a stranger or alien or foreigner? 

o Because even though one day his descendant would possess 
this very land, it is not what Abraham was looking forward to.  

o Acts 7:5  -  In Stephen’s wonderful sermon before the High 
Priest he says this about Abraham and the land to where God 
had called him to go, “He (God) gave him no inheritance in it, 
not even a foot of ground”. 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Genesis+12:1
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 What was Abraham looking for? 
o For he was looking for “the” city verse 10 says.  Not “a city” but 

“the” city.  “The city whose architect and builder is God". 
o What pulled him through earthly life was a desire to be a part of 

a “spiritual city”. The author will describe it as the “heavenly 
Jerusalem” in Heb 12:22.  Or “the city which is to come” in 
Heb13:14  

o It was his faith in the far off promises of God that sustained him 
throughout the long and arduous journey he had been called to 
take.  
 

o This was the one man out of the world’s entire population that 
God could count on! And the entire plan of God hinged on 
Abraham’s desire to walk by faith.  
 

o The point is this: While living by faith, we need to always be 
looking beyond the obvious. Looking beyond what we can see 
directly in front of us. In serving God we must realize He has so 
much more in store for us then the day by day activities we 
involve ourselves in. 

 
 
Side bar comment:  I heard the other day that eventually it will no longer 
be politically correct to refer to someone as a “foreigner” because it has 
been deemed to be insulting to folks. 
 
 
Hebrews 11:11-12 

Not all of the faithful were “men” of old. There were also many 
“women” of old who lived by faith as well. Women of faith are regarded as 
important as the men of faith in the Bible. They are generally not as high 
profile as the men, but their faith, their commitment, and their obedience all 
figure significantly into the plan of God.  
 

Here Sarah, half-sister and beautiful wife of the patriarch Abraham, 
takes her place in the great Hall of Fame of Faith! Outstandingly beautiful 
well into her 60’s, she willingly left her home and relatives to sojourn with 
him. She endured all the trials and travels he encountered as his faithful 
and encouraging companion. 
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 Why was God’s promise to Sarah concerning a child such a big 
act of faith on her part? 

o 1st:  of all she had to wait approximately 15 years before the 
promised was fulfilled. She was in her 70’s when God originally 
made the promise to them. 

o 2ndly: Because she was almost 90 years old and Abraham was 
almost 100 before the promised was ultimately fulfilled.  

o The key to Sarah’s faith is in the 4 words recorded here by the 
Hebrew writer in verse 11. Referring to the one who made the 
promise the author writes, “She considered Him faithful”.  

o What Sarah believed is that God was able to accomplish what 
was humanly impossible. 
 

o Imagine what God could accomplish through each of us if every 
day, in every circumstance, “We considered Him faithful”. 
 

Verse 12 is just a phenomenal statement about what God is able to 
accomplish through those who consider Him faithful.  To bring about a 
race of people more numerous than the stars in the sky or grains of sand 
on the seashore from a man (and a woman) described in this verse as 
those who were, “as good as dead”. 
 
God’s entire plan depended on the faith of one man and one woman. If 
Abraham does not believe, and if Sarah does not have faith to conceive, 
then Isaac is not born. And if Isaac is not born, then the promises of God 
that Abraham’s descendants would be from many nations and innumerable 
as the sand of the seashore come to naught. But God knew the character 
of His special man and His special woman, and so His plan moved on and 
the rest is history as they say.  
 
 
Hebrews 11:13-16    
 
Robert Milligan in his commentary on Hebrews writes these simple words 
about Abraham, Sarah and others. Of them he says,  

“They died as they had lived”.  “In faith”! 
 

 What would have been the hardest thing for them to endure as 
they approached their death? 

o They never saw the promises that were made to them. 
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 What were some of the “promises” made to these great 
patriarchs? 

o Genesis 12:3 - The promises of the indwelling Spirit 
o Genesis 14:17-20 - The intercessory high priesthood of Christ 
o Genesis 15:18 – The new covenant  
o Genesis 15:6 - Justification by faith in Christ 
o Genesis 22:18 - The promise that through Abraham would one  

day come the Messiah, the Christ – Savior. 
 

These were all spoken in the days of Abraham but implemented through 
the death and exaltation of Christ. Thus all the Old Testament saints "died 
in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having 
welcomed them from a distance".  
 
How fortunate we are to have lived in a time where we “did” receive and 
are now enjoying all the “exceedingly great and precious promises” made 
to these men and women of faith.  
 
How important and essential it is for us to live “by faith” as Abraham and 
others did and to stay “in faith” as they did even in our death.  
    

 Why would the fact that Abraham considered himself and his 
family to be strangers and foreigner on the earth, be important 
to the Jerusalem Christians? 

o The Hebrew Christians were about ready to undergo a massive 
upheaval in their lives. Many of them heeded the warnings 
concerning the Roman destruction of Jerusalem, and would 
migrate to a town called Pella.  

o They would witness the near destruction of the nation of Israel, 
they would stand by and see the leveling of the temple, they 
would be cognizant of the elimination of the priesthood of the 
order of Aaron, and they would be aware of the complete 
elimination of the sacrifices.  

o Seeing, then, the collapse of the Jewish system that had been 
the structure of their lives would be a huge challenge to their 
faith. These brave men and women who maintained their faith 
firm until the end would indeed also have "confessed that they 
were strangers and exiles on the earth."  
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o And as this modern world plunges deeper into its darkness, 
Christians of today will need to make that same confession! 
 

 What was Abraham actually saying when he confessed that he 
was a stranger and foreigner here? 

o He was “making it clear” (vs 14) that he and the others were 
looking for another country. A far better one. One they could 
call their own. 

o Trudy’s Brother, Ronnie, was a fabulous tenor. He actually 
sang in a quartet called the Jordan River Gospel Quartet. At a 
Mother-Daughter Banquet he played the piano and sang an old 
gospel song entitled, “This world is not my home” written by 
Jim Reeves in 1962. 

o That song was based entirely on these verses 
 

The ridges and valleys of the land known as Israel or Palestine was not the 
true Promise Land. God had spoken to Abraham, saying, "To your 
descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the 
great river, the river Euphrates" Genesis 15:18. There are elements of the 
promises made to Abraham that were fulfilled in the physical sense, but 
God uses the physical to get to the spiritual. The physical land was not the 
ultimate fulfillment of the good promises which the mouth of the Lord had 
spoken. 
 

 What does verse 15 say about the direction Abraham was 
looking? 

o He was only looking “forward” to where God was leading and 
he never again looked back from where he had come.  

o There’s a lesson in there somewhere for us I’m sure. 
 

 How does God feel about those who remain faithful to Him their 
entire lives? 

o He is “not ashamed” and in fact “proud” to be called their God. 
 
 

Hebrews 11:17-19 
 

 What was the ultimate test of faith for Abraham? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Genesis+15:18
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o When God instructed him to sacrifice the very son who had 
been miraculously born to him and Sarah. It was through Isaac 
that the great promises we spoke about earlier were to come. 

o He was about 20 years old when this occurred. 
o When the Lord thus told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac on Moriah, 

it was a major challenge to all the dreams and hopes of the 
patriarch. But in faith, Abraham took Isaac and the wood of the 
sacrifice to the base of Moriah. Moses records that, “On the 3rd 
day, Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a 
distance"   Genesis 22:4.  

o Isaac, in the mind of Abraham, was dead for three days! At the 
base of Moriah, the wood of the sacrifice was loaded on Isaac’s 
back, and the two walked to the top of the mountain. Having 
prepared the altar and the wood, Isaac was strapped down, and 
the knife was put to his throat by his father. But the angel of the 
Lord stayed the hand of Abraham, and a ram caught in a 
nearby thicket was offered instead. 

 

 What was foremost in Abraham’s mind as he was approached 
the altar to sacrifice his, “only begotten son”? 

o He believed God would be able to raise him from the dead. 
 

 What does the whole scene remind you of here? 
o Jesus death – the typology is incredible: 

 As Isaac, the only begotten son of Abraham, carried the 
wood of the sacrifice on his back to the top of Moriah, just 
so the only begotten Son of God carried the wood of His 
sacrifice to the top of the same mountain.  

 As Isaac was dead three days in the mind of his father, so 
Jesus was dead three days in the heart of the earth.  

 The "resurrection" of Isaac on the third day was a 
foreshadow of Jesus’ resurrection on the third day as 
well! 

  
Abraham obeyed the command of God, successfully passing the test of his 
faith. The Hebrew Christians, facing the onslaught of Roman order, would 
need lots of faith to pass their test. Modern Christians, facing the onslaught 
of the New World Order, will need lots of faith to pass their test.  
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Genesis+22:4
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Faith always has a forward look. The great examples of faith sought, "a 
country of their own." They are described, in regard to the promises of God, 
"as having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance."  

 
Abraham, looking forward, left his country and followed God into a 

new land and new life.  
Sarah, looking forward, had faith to conceive at a very old age. 

  
And Abraham, again looking forward, was even willing to offer Isaac 

as a burnt offering, believing that God would be able to raise him from the 
dead and thus carry out the future promises through Isaac.  

 
The record of the faith of the other patriarchs we will learn about in the 
weeks to come will also demonstrate that same forward look of faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next Week:          From Isaac through Moses 
 


