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Review: 

Last week we looked at the life of the Grandfather of faith. Abraham, 
the patriarch of the Nation of Israel. Once God came into his life, everything 
he did from that point on was “by faith”.  

And it didn’t matter to Abraham what God would ask him to do or 
where He would ask him to go. In every case he displayed his faith by his 
obedience to Him. 

A man who was promised a family that would become a nation. And 
from that nation would come a savior.  

He was man who lived as a foreigner and stranger in this world. 
Dwelling in tents but dreamed of a time when he would dwell in a wonderful 
heavenly city designed and built by God Himself.   

The life of Abraham was a window into the life of God Himself. For 
like Abraham, God too would one day offer up his one and only son as a 
sacrifice for sin. 

And we learned that although Abraham saw and welcomed the future 
promises God was going to bring into this world, he never received them. 
But died in faith believing that he and his family would be part of it. 
 
 
This morning we pick up with the 1st and 2nd generation of Abraham and 
then on to the lives of other Joseph and Moses who, like him, lived “by 
faith”. 
    
Hebrews 11:20 

 What mind set did Isaac share with his father Abraham as he 
blessed his sons? 

o Looking forward – Faith is always looking forward.  
 Noah – saving his family + looking forward to a new world  
 Abraham – “seeking a country of their own”  

 Saw and welcomed promises – “from a distance” 

 Looked forward to God raising Isaac from the dead 
 Sarah – looking forward to having an impossible child  
 Isaac – blessed his sons regarding – “things to come” NIV 

says, “their future”. 
            We will also learn about: 

 Jacob – blessing his sons regarding the same things 
 Joseph – made plans concerning his bones to be moved 

Faith is always looking forward! 
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 What were some of the things to come for each of Isaac’s sons? 
o Esau - "And by your sword you shall live, and your brother you 

shall serve; but it shall come about when you become restless, 
that you shall break his yoke from your neck" Genesis 27:40. 

 Isaac was prophetically looking to the time when the 
nation of Edom, descended from Esau, would serve Israel 
for a while, but then would attain its freedom. 

o Jacob – (who would eventually be known as Israel), was the 
son who would carry the promise made by God to his 
grandfather and his father before him. He would become the 
father of 12 sons – the start of the 12 tribes of Israel.  

 In Genesis 26:2-4 we read were God appears to Jacob, 
as He had done to Isaac his father, repeating the exact 
same promise to him that he made to both Abraham and 
Isaac. 

 
Hebrews 11:21 

 What was the blessing Jacob, then Israel, gave to his 2 
grandsons? 

o Genesis 48:16 
 “Bless the lads, and may my name live on in them, and 

the names of my father Abraham and Isaac, and may 
they grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth”  

Again, Faith is always looking forward” ! 
 
Hebrews 11:22 

The life of Joseph is a study all its own. Joseph was a great man of 
faith, maintaining a great attitude in spite of being sold into slavery by 
treacherous brothers and later imprisoned by a scorned women over false 
sexual abuse charges.  

Knowing that God had used him to bring the family to Egypt for their 
long term preservation, Joseph also knew that the children of Israel would 
one day return to the promise land.  
 

 How does the author of Hebrews remind us of Joseph’s faith 
that always looks forward? 

o Gave orders to his sons concerning his bones. What were the 
orders, not to have his bones left in Egypt but to be carried one 
day into the promise land to be buried there.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Genesis+27:40
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o Joseph’s bones remained in Egypt and stood amongst Israel for 
more than 300 years as a reminder that the children of Israel 
would someday return to the physical land promised to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph and others, were men of faith who 

were courageously willing to demonstrate that faith by publicly giving their 
blessings and instructions.  

God worked with them, giving them the inspiration for the blessings 
and instructions, and executing those promises hundreds of years later.  

Thus faith was developed among those who were interested in Israel 
as they saw the hand of God carry out those promises. The forward look 
expanded to more and more people, and God’s plan moved on!  
 
 
Hebrews 11:23 

 What single act propelled Moses into a life of faithfulness and 
commitment to the God of Israel? 

o Being hid by his parents to save his life because they were not 
afraid of the edict sent out by the King of Egypt. It was the faith 
and dedication of Moses parents to save his life, that launched 
Moses life of faith and dedication to their God, not the gods of 
Egypt. 

o We could talk a long time about how important and how 
essential it is for our children or grandchildren to see our faith in 
action. 

 
 
Hebrews 11:24-26    (there are some interesting things in these verses) 

 What would Moses’ forward looking faith cost him? 
o The blessings of being the son of Pharaoh himself 
o The opportunity to own and enjoy the riches and the pleasures 

of the entire Nation of Egypt. You talk about a powerful 
temptation overcome by a huge step of faith. 
 

 What did he chose instead? 
o To endure the, “ill treatment (NIV –“mistreatment”) of the people 

of God”. To him they were not just “the people of God”, they 
were his people. He knew he was one of them. 
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 What was foremost in the back of mind of Moses when he made 
his decision?    

o That the “reproaches of Christ” were of far greater riches then 
all the wealth of Egypt. They were the true reward.  

 
 

 Now, think about this, What does it mean that Moses would 
endure the “reproaches of Christ”? 

o Several possibilities:   
 He would endure the same type of reproaches Christ 

would endure 
 The reproaches would be suffered on account of His faith 

in the coming Messiah 
 The reproaches would be those that Moses would endure 

as a “type” of Christ 
 The these reproaches were those which Christ had to 

bear himself and are also the same reproaches every true 
believer is forced to bear 
 

All of these possibilities have merit but it is most likely the 4th one to 
which the author is alluding to. Because of Moses choice, he would be 
subject to the same injustice and rejection and shame that one day 
Christ Himself would endure. 

 
      And by the same token, because of our choice to follow Christ we too       
     will experience those same reproaches. 
 
 
 
Hebrews 11:27-29 

 What were the last 3 acts of faith by Moses recorded for us here 
by the Hebrew writer? 

o Leaving Egypt – knowing full well it would put a target on his 
back  

o Keeping the initial Passover – which saved his people, but 
brought disaster to all of Egypt. 

o Passing through the Red Sea – after standing there watching 
as God sent great winds to stand up the water and dry the land 
beneath their feet. 
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What I couldn’t stop thinking about as I read over these 3 verses was, 
“What if Moses hadn’t had the faith to follow through with these 3”? 
 What if he never left Egypt along with the nation of Israel? 
 What if he never observed that first Passover? 
 What if he never made the decision to pass through the Red Sea?  
 
And that led me to think about another question.  “What if we don’t 
have the faith to follow through with what God asks us to do”? 
 Could there be consequences just as devastating if we don’t act “by 
faith” as Moses had done? 

If Moses alone had faith, God’s purpose would not have been served. 
God’s goal was to use Moses as a point man to extend the knowledge of 
God to a larger portion of mankind and drive the promoters of idolatry 
backward.  

 
The writer of Hebrews begins here to recount the development of 

faith, having begun recounting the acts of the patriarchs. He therefore, after 
noting the greatness of Moses’ faith, goes on to list the development of 
faith in the one true God in others. 
 
 
 
Hebrews 11:30 

 Although, not mentioned by name, who was the next believer 
listed in chapter 11, who acted “by faith” to God’s direction? 

o Joshua  
 

 What was the unusual way God revealed His plans of 
overthrowing Jericho to Joshua? 

o Joshua 5:13-15 - God sent the “Captain of the host of the 
Lord”, with a sword, to meet Joshua and give him the news that 
Jericho would soon be his. As you read the account you can 
almost picture Joshua kind of reaching for his sword has he 
approached him. 

o He sent the Captain of the Army of the Lord to meet with the 
Captain of the Army of the Israelites. 

o It was military summit attended by these two great warriors. 
How fitting for a man like Joshua to be given this honor.  

o How appropriate to be given the privilege to meet with the 
Captain of the host of the Lord.  God is just amazing isn’t He? 
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 What were the strange instructions Joshua received from God 
that enabled him to conquer Jericho? 

o Joshua was to take the “armed men” of the Israeli army, 
followed by “7 trumpets of ram’s horns”, followed by priests 
carrying the Ark of the Covenant, followed by the “rear guard”.  

o This procession was to march around the city, 1 time, for 6 
straight days. 

o Then on the 7th day this entire procession was to march around 
the city 7 times and on that 7th time around, the horns (the 
shofar) sounded and the people “shouted with a great shout” 
and the Bible says, “the walls of Jericho fell down flat”.   
(Joshua 6:5) 

o Imagine doing that. Imagine the laughter and ridicule coming 
from the wall of Jericho citizens as they watched this parade 
around the city going on day after day.  

o But Joshua believed what God had said to him. That, “See, I 
have given Jericho into your hands”!  Joshua 6:2 
 

 
Hebrews 11:31 

 Who is perhaps the most unusual person to be included here in 
the list of those who acted “by faith”? 

o  Rahab the harlot. Rahab was not a Jew. She was a 
Canaanite. But she recognized that God was with Israel.  

o Look what she told Joshua.  Joshua 2:8-11 
 Sihon – king of all the Ammorites, wouldn’t allow the 

Israelites to pass through there land as Israel had 
peacefully requested but rather took up arms against 
them. Israel completely over ran not just King Sihon but 
the entire land of the Ammorites.    Numbers21:21-31 

 Og - the King of Bashan, also went up against Israel. 
Numbers 21:33-35 tells about this battle and ends with 
these words, “so they killed Og, his sons, and every one 
of his people, until there were no remnant left him, and 
took possession of his land”. 

o At that point she persuaded Joshua to swear that when Israel 
over ran Jericho, he would spare her and his family. Which he, 
of course, did. 

o After the conquest the Bible says, Joshua 6:25, “That Rahab 
and her father’s house, lived in the midst of Israel to this day”. 
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o Her faith was honored by God. She was spared, and became 
perhaps the 1st Gentile ancestor of Jesus according to the flesh.  

 
 
Approximately, 1,400 years of Israelite history and over a thousand 

pages of inspired writing are to follow this first step into the Promise Land. 
Our author continues to list both the great men and women who lived, “by 
faith” in God as well as some of the horrendous ordeals they endured.  
 
 
 
Our author’s intentions in listing them was to encourage the Church in 
Jerusalem to remain faithful as these saints of old had done, even under 
some of the harshest and cruelest of conditions. 
 
 

Next week we will read about some of the most incredible things 
God’s people have ever faced and how they did so “by faith”.  

 
And we will finish chapter 11 with the incredible connection we have 

with these great patriarch listed here.  


