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Review: 
 
In Romans 1:17 the Apostle Paul, quoting the prophet Habakkuk 

writes, "The righteous shall live by faith". The world needed to know that 
God does not desire the death of the wicked. But He does earnestly desire 
that the righteous live. 

 
The teachings of the Bible are presented to us a scriptural education 

that will produce faith in anyone who genuinely wanting to listen. And so it 
is here that the exploits of the faithful are on display in His holy word, along 
with the demise of the faithless, that the reader may learn and take heed.  
 
In the first section of Hebrews 11, the faith of the patriarchs, the early 
leadership of Israel such as Moses and Joshua, others even the likes of 
Rahab the Gentile, are on display to encourage the readers.  
 
 
Hebrews 11:32 
In verse 32 the writer of Hebrews realizes how impossible it would be for 
him to summarize all the great men and women of faith of the Old 
Testament. So he begins this last section of chapter 11 by simply saying, 
“What more shall I say, the time would fail me” or as the NIV put it, “I don’t 
have the time”.  
 
The author’s review of the Old Testament faithful brought his readers up to 
where the Israelite’s had finally entered the Land Promised to Abraham 
years before and were setting about to rid the land of the godless nations 
that inhabit it.  
 
But after a while what happened was that Israel, once they had conquered 
the Promised Land under the leadership of Joshua, got fat and sassy and 
neglected their duties to God. As a result the Father allowed them to be 
overtaken by neighboring enemy states and oppressed by those who 
served other gods.  
 
When they then cried out to Yahweh, He answered them by raising up 
Judges to render judgment in legal issues. They made their rulings based 
on the Law given by the Almighty through Moses.  
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Now, there were times when the character of these judges was weak. But 
the purpose of the writer of Hebrews listing them here was because of their 
faithfulness to God.  
 

 What were the acts of faith of each of the 4 judges listed here? 
o Gideon was famous in that God used him and 300 chosen men 

to deliver Israel from the Midianites.  
o Barak was the commander of the army who went up against 

the Canaanites along with the female judge Deborah.   
o Samson delivered Israel from the Philistines, in faith killing 

more of the enemy in his death than during his lifetime.  
o Jephthah delivered the nation from the Ammonites, but made a 

rash vow which required him to sacrifice his daughter.  
(Judges 11:29-39) 

 
The good, the bad, and the ugly are presented here but the 
common denominator was their faith in Almighty God. 

 
 

 Who is the one king found in the author’s list of the faithful and 
why? 

o David - Israel drifted further and further from the founding 
principles of their republic, and due to lack of education and 
decline of morals, sunk to where they needed a king. After the 
death of the first king — Saul — David was installed on the 
throne.  

o He is remembered as the sweet psalmist of Israel, a prophet in 
his own right, and a great motivator of men.  

o But David’s faith is immortalized here perhaps because more 
than any other single person in the Old Testament, he serves 
as a foreshadow of Jesus the Messiah.  

o Again, through all the good, the bad, and the ugly of David’s 
life, what shines through is his unwavering faith. 

 
You know David’s life is, in many ways, a great encouragement to us. 
Those times when we fall short time and time again and Satan just piles on 
with his ridicule of guilt, I remember what a brother said to me one time. He 
said, “God is never on our back, He is always on our side”. 
 
David’s life is certainly a testament to that truth. 
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 During the time of the kings, how did God use the faith of men 
like Samuel and the prophets? 

o To give oversight to the lives and decisions made by the kings 
of the now divided Nation of Israel. Today we hear a lot about 
“oversight”. It seems every decision this president makes 
generates a committee to give “oversight” into the affairs. 

o But the oversight given by the Old Testament prophets was 
divine oversight. They would both forthtell what God wanted 
them to say but could also fortell future events as well.  

o These were great men of God, pointing with one hand toward 
Israel and calling the people to repentance, and with the other 
pointing upward to God and the coming Messiah.  

o These men had the faith to proclaim God’s message to a 
people who generally did not want to hear, and who often 
tortured and executed these prophets. 

 
Earthly rewards did not always come to these great men and women 

of faith. But their exploits are positively exhibited here in God’s great Hall of 
Faith. Their accomplishments beckon the Christian to move forward in his 
or her faith to do even greater things for the glory of God through the name 
of Jesus Christ!  
 
 
Hebrews 11:33-34 

 

 What were some of the great Old Testament victories 
accomplished, “by faith” listed here in order to encourage the 
brethren of New Testament times and us? 

o “by faith, they conquered kingdoms” – allotting to the great  
conquests of Israel in the Promise Land. 

o “by faith they performed acts of righteousness” –  
 Jonathan, son of King Saul, for example, righteously 

helped David escape the wrath of his own father;  
 Barzillai the Gileadite sustained David’s household when 

he had to flee Jerusalem to escape the rebellion of 
Absalom 

 “by faith they obtained promises" – Elisha received a 
double portion of Elijah’s spirit.  
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o “by faith they shut the mouth of lions" – Daniel – even today this 
event is perhaps the most cherished Bible story told to children. 

o “by faith they quenched the power of fire" - Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-nego. The scripture says when they came out of the 
firey furnace, you couldn’t even smell smoke of their clothing. 

o “by faith they escaped the edge of the sword” – David and 
many others 

o “by faith from weakness were made strong” 
o And finally “by faith they became mighty in war and put foreign 

armies to flight" -   
 
Again these great acts of valor and faith were recorded for our benefit. 
Recorded that we too may have courage and may trust in God to assist us 
in our spiritual warfare. 
 
 
Hebrews 11:35 

 What was the great act of faith listed here that was not 
committed by an Israelite?  

o The widow of Zarephath was a woman of faith, although a 
Phoenician; Elijah raised her son from the dead (I Kings 17:23).  

o The Shunammite woman in Israel, whose son was raised from 
the dead by Elisha (II Kings 4:34).  

These women believed that the prophets worked on behalf of the 
mighty God of Israel, and were willing to appeal to those men in 
faith that they could raise the dead! 

 
Hebrews 11:36-37 

 These verses continue with a list of some of the most 
unspeakable cruelty endured by those described here only as  
“others” here who lived “by faith”. 

o Scriptures says they were tortured, mocked, scourged, chained 
and imprisoned. 

o Verse 37 lists incredible brutality they suffered. They were 
stoned to death, sawn in half and killed with a sword. 

o It says, “they went about in sheepskins, goatskins, being 
destitute, afflicted and ill-treated”.   (That’s a major 
understatement)    
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=I+Kings+17:23
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=II+Kings+4:34
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One author wrote:   
“There was an earthly price to pay for a heavenly faith”. 

 
 
Hebrews 11:38 

These were truly the men "of whom the world was not worthy." They 
“wandered the earth in deserts and mountains”. We’re told they in caves 
and holes in the ground”. 

 
These stand as our shining examples of those who would hold to 

their picture of faith, even to the death if necessary. The saints in 
Jerusalem, facing the onslaught of Roman destruction, needed to draw 
courage from their examples, as do we, their modern counterparts of faith! 
 
These great men and women of faith were not passive; they put their faith 
into action. It is easy to say, "I believe." It is another to lay that faith on the 
line and engage in action, not knowing the outcome. 
 
 
Hebrews 11:39-40 

These 2 verses should never have been separated. It is one continuous 
sentence, one wonderful, continuous thought. Now we’re going to look at 
them separately but it’s all one teaching. 

And I must confess something to you here and from what I’ve read I’m 
not alone. And that’s that, I am convinced that I have not grasped the full 
depth and meaning of all that’s being taught here in these last 2 verses.   

It would require us to spend far more time then the few remaining 
minutes of this class to unpeel and grasp all he has to say here.  

 
 

So I have approached these verses keeping 2 things in mind: 
 1st: The Book of Hebrews was written to strengthen and encourage 

the faith of these early believers who are about to face a tremendous time 
of turmoil and suffering. 
 2nd: These 2 verses are in essence the author’s “summary”, his 
“point” to everything he has written here in this great faith chapter.  
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Hebrews 11:39 

 What is the one amazing thing we learn about these faithful who 
suffered so much? 

o Though approved and recognized by God for their faithfulness, 
they did not receive (NAS), “what was promised”. 
 
 

 What does the author mean by, “what was promised”? 
o You realize these marvelous, faithful saints of old, many of 

them listed here for us in this chapter, received many promises. 
o But the way this verse is written that they, “did not receive what 

was promised”, isn’t talking about the hundreds of promises 
that were made and kept, by God, to these saints throughout 
history. 

o It’s talking about 1 promise. It’s talking about “Thee” promise. 
The “ultimate” promise if you would. That is the “the promise” 
the author is referring to here. 

o Now, again, keeping in mind the context of the entire Book as 
well as this being the final point to chapter 11, the author most 
likely had 1 of 2 things in mind here when he mention “the 
promise”. Either one or both together, could be what the author 
intended here: 

 1st –  the promise he may be referring to is the promise of 
a Messiah. A savior. The promise that would include the 
Son of God coming to earth, laying down His life for them 
and for all of mankind.  

 The promise would include His resurrection and 
ascension and His role as not only the ultimate 
sacrifice for sin but His role as the final High Priest 
who would offer the sacrifice of Himself in the 
heavenly temple and then sit down to rule and reign 
at the right hand of God. 

 If this is what the author is referring to as the 
promise, he would be saying to the believers in 
Jerusalem that because they have now received 
and are assured of their salvation in Christ, they 
need to remain faithful as the saints of old had 
remained faithful, even though they had not yet 
received that promise.  
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 2nd: - In Jay Wilson’s series of booklets intended to, as he 
says, “Teach the basics of the New Testament”, booklet 
#4 deals with the “New Creation”, the “New Creature in 
Christ” God is building in us. A wonderful booklet.   

 And in that book there is a great section on the 
study of the “The Promise”.  

 And in this booklet he correctly points out that when 
that term, “the Promise” stands alone in the 
scriptures, it is referring to the promise of the 
“indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit”.  

Galatians 3:13-14,   Acts 2:38-39,   
 

This too could be what the author of Hebrews is referring to here 
when he speaks about “the promise”. In Ephesians 1:13-14 the Spirit is 
described as “seal of our inheritance” for all believers.  The Spirit then is 
that which binds us together with those saints of old who died faithful but 
have not yet received the seal of their inheritance”.  

 
The writer’s point is intended to be a very encouraging one: if those 

men and women of the Old Testament accomplished what they did without 
the indwelling Holy Spirit, how much greater victories can be won by those 
who are empowered by the Spirit of God within!  
 
Again, both or either of these would be appropriate here. Verse 40 is 
intended to add clarification to what he has just said but I get the feeling I’m 
missing a lot what he is saying. 
 
 
 
Hebrews 11:40 

 What is the thing that God has, “provided better for us” that 
binds us to and in fact guarantees the perfection of the faithful 
saints of old”? 

o The new life in Christ.    Romans 6:4 
“Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism 

into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life”. 
o Until Christ would come and lay down His life and raise from 

the dead, the new life, a life where we are made perfect, as the 
author calls it here, could not be possible. 



A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 29 – Hebrews 11:32 - 40 

8 

 

o That’s why “apart from us” who have been given the opportunity 
to reach perfection in Him, it was impossible for these saint of 
old to have reached that same perfection.  
   

According to this verse, God, in His great mercy and grace, is going 
to put those Old Testament faithful into the ranks of those of us who 
constitute the church, so that they too will receive the proper 
resurrection along with those who are already indwelt by the Spirit. 
 
 

God is really so awesome! Those saints of the New Covenant need the 
recorded faith of the Old Testament children of God, and those of the Old 
Testament need to be joined with the great people of New Testament faith.  
 
When Jesus comes back, He is coming for the His bride, the church. By the 
provision of God, those faithful servants of the age of the patriarchs and of 
the Law of Moses will be "thrown in" and be a part of the bride. We will talk 
more about that glorious time in chapter 12. 
 
Praise God for His magnificent plan, and His ability to not lose any of the 
faithful saints along the way! 
 
 


