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Review: 
Chapter 12:28-29 

We mentioned last week that the closing comments listed here by our 
author in, what is our Chapter 13, seems to be a collection of final thoughts 
based on the summary statement in Chapter 12:28-29: 

“Therefore since we are a part a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let 
us show gratitude by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with 
reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire”. 

 
This final chapter contains several of these “acceptable services” he 

spoke about at the end of chapter 12. We looked at some of those last 
week: 

1. Loving the brotherhood 
2. Not neglecting to show hospitality to strangers 
3. Remembering the prisoners and the ill-treated 
4. Marriage to be held in in high honor by all 
5. Keeping oneself free from the love of money by being content with 

what you have 
6. Remembering those who led us and imitate their faith 

  
There will be more instructions like this as to what we are to do to offer 
“acceptable services to God” and then some final thoughts as he brings the 
letter to a close and a benediction meant to inspire and lift the brethren up 
in preparation for their troubles ahead. 
 
But in verses 8 – 14 our author, one last time, returns to what he has done 
so masterfully throughout the entire letter. The exaltation of Jesus Christ. 
The Superior Look from Heaven as Monte has called it. 
 
He has methodically demonstrated Christ’s superiority over every aspect of 
the Jewish faith. The author has pulled together every Old Testament 
teaching and shown how Jesus was the culmination and the fulfillment of 
all they had been taught through The Law and the Prophets. 
 
In this phenomenal Epistle the writer of Hebrews has proven the claims he 
made he made about Christ in the opening verses of the letter. Where he 
described Jesus as the, “heir of all things” and “the creator of the universe”.  

He described Him as the “radiance of God’s glory” and the “exact 
representation of the His nature”. And finally that Christ “upholds all things 
by the word of His power”.   
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Seems backwards, doesn’t it. You’d think the author would have said 
that Christ upholds all things by the “power of His word”, not “the word of 
His power”. But it is written that way for a purpose and to change it would 
actually weaken the meaning. NIV says, “powerful word”. But it is written 
“word of His power” to give maximum force to the expression.    

What he is saying is that the Lord Jesus Christ upholds all things by 
His “Word”, a word that is supported and reinforced and is a direct 
manifestation of the power and authority He possesses.  
     
And here in the closing comments of this great letter, one last time we see 
the “word of His power” shines through. 
 
Hebrews 13:8 

 What incredible truth about our Savior does our author 
emphasis here? 

o The fact that He “never changes”. 
o Let me ask you something, “How many times in our lives have 

you and I been different”? 
o Haven’t we all had times in our lives when you and I been 

things like, supportive and caring and cooperative and brave?  
We have, right? But we’re not always that way are we? 

o Because we also have had times in our lives when you and I 
have been, well, just the opposite of those things?  We’ve been 
selfish, stubborn, envious, prideful and chickens. There’s no 
sense listing all of them is there? 

o But here’s the thing:   Not Jesus!   He has never, is not now, 
nor will He ever be something or someone different then 
what he is. He is Holy, righteous, truthful, fair, patient, kind, 
caring and every other good and wholesome thing you can 
think of. 

 
 

 Why is this verse in here?    
o To set an example for us all to follow and to emulate. To show 

us what God expects a man or woman of faith to be. A person 
who is consistent in their character and in their lifestyle.  

o A person who doesn’t change who and what they are when the 
circumstances around them do. He’ll expand on that in the next 
couple verses. That what the author fears will happen. 
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Hebrews 13:9 

 Why is it so important to us, as Christians, that our Lord is 
unchanging and unchangeable?  A number or reasons: 

o It gives us an anchor for our souls and a rock to stand on to 
know He will always be loving, encouraging and forgiving and 
always be there.  

o But it also means He will always be just and righteous in His 
judgement and condemnation as well. 

o But the author of Hebrews emphasizes Christ’s unchangeability 
here to prevent the brothers from being, as he says here, 
“carried away” by all kinds of teachings that were sure come 
circulating around after the Apostles were gone. 

o In a Hebrew society, the removal of dietary restrictions would 
be resisted by some, and there would be many twisted 
justifications or weird interpretations of the old law in circulation. 

o The author wanted the brothers to realize that the heart of the 
saint is to be "strengthened through grace", through all the good 
things which God supplies intending them to be used to 
encourage the brother or sister.  

o The "acceptable service with reverence and awe" is not going 
to be focused on what kinds of foods are clean or unclean, but 
by a hearts strengthened and transformed by the grace and 
goodness of an unchangeable God. 

 
 
Hebrews 13:10 

 What is the writer of Hebrews getting at here in verse 10? 
o That under the Law, the priests who offered animal sacrifices 

for the people, had the right and the privilege to then take these 
animals home to provide food for their families. Something the 
ordinary Jew did not have the right to do. 
 

o But here the author is addressing believers in Christ, each one 
a priest in his or her own right. And the inference is that, as the 
Old Testament priests received physical sustenance and 
nourishment from the sacrifices they offered, so the believers 
receives spiritual sustenance and nourishment from the 
“acceptable sacrifices” they make as well. 
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o There is also a direct connection and inference to the Lord’s 
Supper here. The scripture teaches that as a believer 
participates in the loaf and the cup at communion, we are in 
essence participating in the body and blood of the Lord Jesus. 
As we partake then, we are literally participating in the sacrifice 
of Christ and in doing so, sharing in the blessings and benefits 
secured at “spiritual altar” which was foreshadowed by the Old 
Testament sacrifices. 

 
 
Hebrews 13:11 

 What’s the significance of the refuse of the sacrificed animals 
being burned, “outside the camp”? 

o Numbers 5:1-3  -  Now, “the camp”, was the general living 
quarters of the people of Israel when they stopped and set up 
camp as they traveled through the wilderness. At the center of 
this encampment was of course the area where the tabernacle 
was set up. 

o “Outside the camp” was a place where lepers, those with a 
discharge of blood, or anyone deemed unclean due to their 
contact with a dead person, was “sent”.  It was a place 
designated for those who were considered “unclean”.  

o Now, in order for the animals for sacrifice to be offered, the 
hides and non-sacrificial refuse had to be handled.  

o So under the Law, in the case of the sin offering, this is what 
was to be done with the animal after its blood had been spilled 
and the offering of that blood had been made.   Leviticus 4:12  
 
 
 

Hebrews 13:12 

 What parallel does the author make here in verse 12? 
o Though Jesus’ blood was offered in the true holy place, heaven 

itself, His body like those of the old covenant had to be 
disposed of "outside” (that is outside the confines of) “the 
camp", described here as, “outside the gate” meaning the gate 
of Jerusalem. He suffered and died “outside” of the fellowship 
and separated from those in "the camp," the nation Israel. 
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Hebrews 13:13 

 What is the message he is relating to these once dedicated Jews 
who have now given their lives over to the risen Christ by telling 
them that we are to “go to him” or “join Him” outside the camp? 

o His message here is in essence the answer to a very important 
question. The question is, “What’s to be done with their physical 
relationship with the old nation of Israel and their new spiritual 
relationship with the Church of Lord Jesus Christ?  

o His answer is this, “Leave Israel behind”!  “Move on” into the full 
blessings of the New Covenant, bearing whatever reproach or 
suffering is necessary from the hands of the now blinded 
physical Jewish nation. 

o What the Hebrew Christians were about to experience was a 
foreshadowing of what will inevitably happen to the modern 
Christian. As the Jews rejected the Messiah, and the vultures 
fed at the rotting carcass of a dead Judaism.  

o In the same way, as the world rejects the Messiah, and the 
vultures likewise will feed at the rotting carcass of a spiritually 
dead world.  

o As the day of Roman judgment approached, so the day of 
God’s final judgment approaches as well. So what should we 
do? "Let us go to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach." 

 
 
Hebrews 13:14 

 What is the author’s final reminder to the brethren? 
o The Holy Spirit, speaking through the pen of the Hebrew writer, 

continues to emphasize the importance of eternity in this letter 
to the brethren.  

o He uses the term image of a “city” here to draw a comparison 
here between this world, this earth, this physical existence and 
the world and the existence promised to them in the future. 

o His reminder is that, “What we have here, this city, this world, 
this life, is not lasting but only temporary”. 

o He exhorts them by saying, “But, we are seeking the city which 
is to come". You see, the challenge for many is that the eternal 
city seems too far off, too distant, something that will never 
come.  
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o Satan is then able to dangle some trinket in front of our eyes, 
hoping to pull aside from our journey toward glory and turns us 
back to the mirage of an earthly oasis.  

o But the stranger and exile who can keeps his focus on the 
shimmer of the city which cannot be seen, but whose lights do 
reflect in the mind of the believer, will press on to victory! 
 

The ultimate goal for the Christian is to dwell in the eternal city of God! 
That’s why Paul could stand in the ring with the lions in Ephesus. That’s 
why Peter would exhort the brethren to look for new heavens and a new 
earth. That’s why John would assist the brethren so that they might have 
confidence in the day of judgment. That’s why Jesus rose from the dead, 
and has gone to prepare a place for us! 
 
 
 
Hebrews 13:15-16 

 With this great hope in mind, what 2 sacrifices are we to 
dedicate ourselves to in these final days? 

o 1st:  (vs 15) We are to, “continue to offer up a sacrifice of praise 
to God”, described so beautifully here as, “the fruit of our lips 
that give thanks to His name”. 

 Probably the biggest misunderstanding about this aspect 
of the Christian life is exactly “when” the “sacrifice of 
praise” is to be made. Most folks have the impression that 
that’ what we do on Sunday morning.  

 When you think about it, probably 2/3rd of what we do 
here during a typical worship service involves that very 
thing. Offering to God our “sacrifice of praise”. And 
rightfully so. It is the appropriate thing to do when the 
church is all gathered together as an assembly.  

 However, the author of this great letter does not intend for 
us to confine our “sacrifice of praise” to just Sunday 
morning.  

 The Greek word, translated “continually” in our English 
Bibles, implies that this was something that was not only 
to be done at “specific times”, such as corporate worship, 
but also “at all times” as well. 
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o 2nd: (vs 16) Simply, “doing good and sharing” with others I take 
it implying “others” both inside and outside the church.  

 The goal of the true Christian is for God to be happy with 
his conduct, attitude, and priorities. And doing good is 
high on His list. The Father wants His children to go out of 
their way to help someone else, to go the extra mile in 
assisting someone.  

 The scripture says that Jesus Himself "went about doing 
good"; His disciples should go and do likewise!  

 It is believed that the “sharing” mentioned in this verse 
has to do with financial contributions. The church in 
Philippi, for example, "shared" with Paul "in the matter of 
giving and receiving" (Philippians 4:15).  

 
 
The true sacrifices acceptable to God were NOT those offered by the Old 
Testament priests.  
 
God sincerely loves to hear the sacrifice of praise, coming from the lips of 
those who sing of His glories or who offer their praises and thanks in 
prayer.  
 
But He also earnestly desires for those folks who praise Him to do good, to 
share, to be ready for every good deed.  
 
His ear is attentive to those who with thankful hearts confess the greatness 
of His name and express that thanks with acts of sharing and goodness 
with others.  
 
It is with such sacrifices as these that He is truly well pleased! 
  
 
 
 
Next week:        Closing thoughts and the benediction! 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Philippians+4:15

