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Review: 
Last week we spent almost the entire morning focused on Christ. 

Basically, the fact that He is unchangeable in all His ways. There is never a 
time when Jesus Christ has or ever will be anything but what He displayed 
during His time here on this earth. 
 

  From His life and His teachings and His example we see His holiness, 
His righteousness, His genuineness and His love. We know He is fair, 
patient, kind, caring and every other good and wholesome thing you can 
think of. He will never, ever be anything different.  

 
  His life stands as a marvelous example for us all to follow and to 

emulate. He shows us what God expects a man or woman of faith to be.    
A person who is consistent in their character and in their lifestyle no matter 
what the circumstances. 

 
  And then we also learned about sharing Christ’s reproach. When He 

was crucified and killed “outside the camp”, He suffered the same shame 
and reproach as the scraps and unused parts of an animal sacrificed on the 
altar in the temple.  

 
  And we are to do the same. We’re to be willing to go out into this world 

and bear the reproach and rebuke He endured. Vice President Mike Pence, 
spoke at commencement at Liberty College last weekend and he told the 
students that as they go out into the world, living and speaking for Christ, 
they were going to ridiculed, slandered and scorned. 

 
  We finished up last week with the reminder that through it all we were 

to continually offer up the sacrifice of praise, expressing our thanks to God 
and that we were also to not neglect doing good and sharing knowing that 
with these sacrifices, God is well pleased.   
 
Hebrews 13:17 
Before we get to the questions let me say a few things about church 
structure.  

The church of Jesus Christ is a “structured organization” or more 
appropriate “structured organism” I’ve heard it called.  A lot of churches 
have concluded that there is no specific directive as to the structure and 
organization of a local congregation. That couldn’t be more wrong.  
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The Lord Jesus wanted His church organized and functioning in a 
certain way, a way that is fairly simple. The 5 leadership roles are listed for 
us in Ephesians 4:11.  

Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pasters and Teachers. Notice 
the plurality of each role. The term “pasters”, which is an Elder, is 
more of a description of their work rather than a title as it is used so 
often today. In the Greek =”poimen” – means shepherd.  

The Apostles were to provide leadership to the entire Church 
worldwide, whereas the other 4 leadership roles were to exercise 
their responsibility in each individual autonomous congregation with 
the plurality of Elders being given the greatest responsibility. No 
congregation was to ever have one individual as the sole leadership 
of the church.   
 
When I see large denominations with one powerful leader, with huge 

leadership structures, having layer after layer of positions with varying 
levels of authority and importance that make up large diesis, I wonder 
where they think they get the authority to build such elaborate 
organizations that assume such tremendous power and authority over the 
members they serve. 
 

The leadership roles in the church are different than any other 
organizational structure in any other type of organization. As an Elder I 
learned quickly that the different leadership roles in Christ’s Church were 
ones of tremendous responsibility but each were to be carried out with 
absolutely no power or authority behind them.  
 
I Peter 5:2-3  

Peter writes that Elders (Gr = “presbuteros”- means older men) are 
to, “shepherd (Gr=”poimen”) the flock of God among you, exercising 
oversight,  (Gr = “episkopos” – means “overseer” (NIV). Now unfortunately 
it is sometimes translated “bishop” giving rise to another level or position of 
authority not authorized by Christ. An “episkopos” is not a position or title. 
It’s a description of their work in the church to “oversee” the congregation.  

 
 not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God, not for 
sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor as Lording it over those allotted to your 
charge but (rather) proving to be examples to the flock”. 
 



A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 35 – Hebrews 13:17-25 

3 

 

One of the things that attracted Trudy and I to the New Testament Church 
was their commitment to follow the teachings of the New Testament as 
closely as they could. And one of the biggest differences between Christian 
Churches and Churches of Christ and all other denominations is that their 
leadership structure is patterned after the simple plan of the Lord Jesus.  
 
 

 What role does the leadership in a church play and what is our 
responsibility to them as they go about their work? 

o Leaders: 
 Main responsibility is to keep watch over the souls of the 

flock under their care. The spiritual health of the individual 
members of the local congregation is the sole 
responsibility of the eldership. 

 In his first Epistle, in his description of Christ, Peter 
writes: “For you were continually straying like sheep but 
now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of 
your sole”. To the “poimen” and “episkopos” of your soul. 
The primary responsibility of the Elders, to watch over the 
souls of the flock, is in essence a continuation of the 
primary role of Christ Jesus Himself.   
 

 The responsibility of an Elder in the Lord Church is almost 
frightening when you think about it. And the author makes 
that plain here in verse 17 when he tells that each one 
them will stand before God and “give an account” for their 
oversight or “lack of it” they have given.  

 
 

 As James cautioned those who desired to be “teachers”, 
so Paul also warned those aspiring to be elders of the 
awesome responsibility that comes with such as work and 
something else.  

 Listen to what he says in I Timothy 3:1-7. After listing the 
qualities and qualifications for the work of an Elder he 
finishes with the warning that because of their role, they 
would become a prime target for Satan himself. 
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o Members:  
 1st: Obey your leaders and submit to them – Now, this 

does not mean that as sheep under their charge we’re to 
follow them off a cliff. But when a congregation has godly 
men, striving to teach and follow the New Testament as 
closely as possible, we as the congregation need to be 
thankful and follow them. 

 2nd: We are to “let them do their work with joy not with 
grief” or literally groaning.  

 I know of congregations that are led by overbearing 
leadership, unwilling to yield an ounce of authority 
and power. There is no joy in such churches.  

 But I also know of congregation where powerful and 
influential members make the work of the leadership 
in those churches an unbearable burden. There is 
no joy in those congregations either. 

 Joy will just permeate a local church when thankful 
members submit to mature, godly men who take 
their responsibility of oversight of each member 
seriously and lead in such a way that the church 
grows in their faith and in their love not only for 
Christ and each other, but also for the lost as well.  

 
 
Hebrews 13:18 

 Although we are not told specifically what the church was to 
pray for here in verse 18, what do we learn about the character 
of the men requesting their prayers? 

o The writer of the epistle to the Hebrew brethren was no different 
than the others who wrote to the brethren in the New 
Testament churches. Some believe that he was not an apostle 
since he apparently did not hear the gospel directly from Jesus, 
but received it from someone else. Hebrews 2:3,4  

o It does appear that he was someone who associated with the 
same brethren as the apostle Paul. Men like Luke, Timothy, 
Titus and others. And this individual was part of the team 
working in the vicinity of Rome.   

o Throughout their work he tells the believers here that they had 
done their best and felt their conscience were clear concerning 
their work. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?version=49&search=Hebrews+2:3,4
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o It is also significant that the writer mentions their desire to 
conduct themselves “honorably in all aspects of their lives”. The 
church has always needed leadership and examples to help 
them move forward. The team of workers along with the author 
certainly had an earnest desire to conduct themselves in a 
manner worthy of Christ! 

 
 
Hebrews 13:19 

 What would it mean for the author if he would be “restored” to 
the church in Jerusalem at this time? 

o He would be caught up in all the trials and turmoil they were 
about to face.  

o The writer of the Hebrew epistle was known to the brethren in 
Jerusalem, and intended to rejoin them and work among them 
in the near future. This is amazing because the writer has spent 
a lot of time in his letter warning the Hebrew brethren of the 
destruction and ciaos ahead of them. 

o And now here he is asking them to pray that he can soon join 
them. 

o Whoever the author was, he certainly had a genuine love and 
concern for the brothers in Judea. His desire that they remain 
faithful to the principles of the new covenant is obvious and his 
request that they pray for him and his fellow participants in the 
gospel shows his true fellowship with them.  

o The brethren clearly knew him well, and thus his warnings in 
this epistle would have had maximum impact on the saints to 
learn and to continue to move forward. 

 
 
Hebrews 13: 20 

 What perspectives, concerning the resurrection of Christ, does 
the Hebrew writer give in his benediction? 

o 1st: That it was the “God of Peace“ who accomplished it. Not 
the God of justice or the God of wrath, but the God of Peace 
who rightfully so, is the Father of the “Prince of Peace”. 

o 2nd: That Jesus was raised in order to be that “Great Shepherd 
of the sheep” needed so desperately by all of mankind.  

o 3rd:  But the big block buster is that it was “through the blood” 
that Jesus was raised from the dead!  



A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 35 – Hebrews 13:17-25 

6 

 

o In other words it was because Christ willingly shed His blood for 
mankind, that God “brought Him up from the death” to bring 
Him back to life again. 

 
 

 Exactly how old is the “New Covenant” in Christ? 
o The New Covenant, technically, started back on the day Christ 

was crucified. That was the day it officially came into effect. It 
was from that day on the that all terms and conditions of the 
Covenant were now to be followed and it was on that day that 
the Old Covenant observed by the Jews for centuries, abruptly 
ended.   

o But the New Covenant of the Lord Jesus Christ that we enjoy 
today, was in existence before the foundation of the world. Yes, 
it was a “new” covenant in comparison to the “old” one being 
replaced but it was, and always had been and always will be, 
an “Eternal Covenant”. It was the Covenant God had originally 
designed and drafted to be the guiding rule for all mankind for 
all eternity. 

o One of the main purposes of the book of Hebrews was to assist 
the Hebrew brethren in moving their attention away from the 
physical aspects of the covenant of Moses, to the spiritual 
aspects of the covenant of Christ. The temple, the sacrifices, 
the Law and the priesthood of the Old Covenant were ready to 
disappear in the destruction to come.  

o Their focus should thus be shifted upward, and they should be 
ready to fix their attention on Jesus on the throne, where all 
things connected with the blood of the eternal covenant had 
their powerful and everlasting effects! 

 
 
 
Hebrews 13:21 

 How are we to accomplish all the things God desires for His 
people? 

o God Himself is at work equipping each and every one of us to 
accomplish good things to do His will. And His work of 
equipping us is being successfully carried out, the author 
reveals,  “through His Son”. 
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o It is a beautiful description of the Spirit of God, the Spirit of 
Christ working in each and every believer. Equipping us to 
accomplish those things that are “pleasing in His sight”. 

o Remember back in Chapter 10 we are exhorted to, “draw near” 
to Christ. The closer we walk with Him each day, the greater 
opportunity he has of equipping us and then using us to 
accomplish His will.  

 
 
 
 
Jay Wilson, in his comments on verses 20-21 writes: 

The gospel of God is not just concerned about forgiving the sins of 
those who will obey that gospel. Forgiveness brushes away past barriers 
and sets the stage for a specially equipped people who will be able to carry 
God’s positive plan of reconciliation to a confused and hostile world.  

In the scriptures we are reminded, that the conscience is cleansed, 
"from dead works to serve the living God." But the brethren need 
supernatural help to accomplish this lofty and challenging purpose.  

How awesome it is that God would be doing His work "in us," that we 
are not left on our own strength to try to carry out those things which are 
pleasing to Him. 

This world has been prepared through Him, by Him, and for Him. The 
recipient of the mercy of God, extended through the sacrifice and 
intercessory priesthood of Christ, thus, willingly allows God to work in him 
so that all the glory redounds to the Son of God!  For there is no higher 
calling. 
 
 
Hebrew 13:22 

 In one word, what exactly is the Book of Hebrews? 
o An “exhortation”. In the Greek, the word translated 

“exhortation” in our English Bibles is the word, “pa-ra-klesis”. It 
literally means, “to call to one’s side”. It is what you and I do 
when we visit a loved one or family member in the hospital. We 
come to their side to comfort them and support them and 
encourage them. That’s what the letter to the Hebrews is. 
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o Without this epistle to the brethren of Judea, we nor they, would 
not have a clear understanding of the purpose of the Old 
Testament temple with all its sacrifices, nor would we 
understand Jesus’ position as our high priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek.  

o The letter, maybe more than any other, helps us move from the 
realm of the physical to the realm of the spiritual. The letter 
uses the types and foreshadows of the Old Covenant to teach 
us the tremendous significance of the power of New Covenant. 

o But the Holy Spirit, whose plan was to bring the word of God to 
the world in this one handy, portable volume, purposely wrote 
the letter as an exhortation, a word of encouragement. 

o Because the writer knows that he would be doing more then 
just offering details. What he really wanted to accomplish, in as 
few words a possible, was that the powerful principles of Jesus’ 
superiority over all aspects of the Law of Moses was to become 
an encouragement and exhortation that would be so powerful 
that it would sustain them and us through the trials and troubles 
ahead.  

o It is truly an extraordinary book. 
 
Hebrews 13:23-25 

The last 3 verses contain some personal information the author 
wanted to pass on to the congregation about their brother Timothy, a 
greeting to the both the leaders and the each individual member of the 
congregation and a bestowing of a blessing from the God of grace Himself. 
 
 

One final comment from Jay Wilson: 
 
“Thus ends one of the great documents of all history. The writer 

opened with a sweeping view of Jesus as the great Son and 
spokesman of God, co-Creator of the heavens and earth.  

 
Having been made for a little while lower than the angels, He 

ascended to the throne of God, the high priest ministering in the true 
tabernacle, executor of the New Covenant, the One who intercedes 
for the sons of men.  
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He is superior to the angels, His work exceeds the combined 
efforts of Moses and Joshua, and His sacrifice and offering of that 
sacrifice forever cleansed the heavenly things rather than just the 
earthly things.  

 
Furthermore, He offers to the priests of the new covenant 

opportunity to also enter into the true holy place, having gained 
access by faith to the great and eternal God.  

 
The message from the Author of Hebrews to us all is:     “hold 

fast to the terms of the eternal covenant, offering Him service with 
appropriate reverence and awe”!    AMEN 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 


