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When was the book of Hebrews written? 
Prior to 70 AD – Hebrews 13:10-11 
Probably between 65 and 67 AD before the Roman armies surrounded 
Jerusalem. 
 
Who was the audience? 
The book of Hebrews appears to be written to Jewish Christians that were 
being persecuted about going back into Judiasm. They were being 
persecuted heavily by their own people as unclean because they had left 
Moses and joined with Christ.  
 
What is the purpose of the book?  

• One of the main reasons for writing this book was to show the 
superiority of the New Covenant as compared to the Old Covenant. 

• To teach the Hebrew Christians to be steadfast in their devotion to 
Christ. 

• The writer of Hebrews also knew the destruction of Jerusalem was 
right around the corner so this was his last ditch effort to reach the 
Jews for Jesus. 
 

Introduction 

• John the Baptist prophesied that the Jewish system was getting 
ready to be destroyed – Matthew 3:10 

• Jesus prophesied that the Jewish system was getting ready to be 
destroyed - Luke 21:6, Luke 21:20  

• The new wine was about to be put into new wineskins and the old 
and skins (the Jewish system) was going to go by the wayside - 
Matthew 9:17 

• God was concerned about what these Jews would think when they 
saw the physical temple violently destroyed by the Romans. So He 
was trying to shift their focus and faith upward to realize the Christ is 
the author and perfector of our faith rather the Old Testament system. 
God is trying to switch the focus from the physical things to the 
spiritual things. 

 
What are we going to learn in this book 
In Order: 

• Superiority of Jesus over Angels 
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• Superiority of Jesus over Moses 

• Superiority of Jesus’ High Priesthood over Aaron’s 

• Superiority of the Ministry of Christ 

• Superiority of the New Covenant 

• Superiority of the Spiritual Tabernacle 

• Superiority of Christ’s Sacrifice 

• Superiority of Christ’s Offering 

• Superiority of Christians over the Old Testament greats 

• Superiority of the spiritual Mountain 

• Superiority of the spiritual Kingdom 

• Superiority of the spiritual Altar 
 
Who is the author of the book? 

• We have no idea. Some folks give some compelling arguments why it 
could be the apostle Paul. However, it appears the book of Hebrews 
says something different than that.  

o Hebrews 2:2-4 
� This says that the author heard the gospel message 

second hand. Paul mentions a few times that he received 
the gospel message by the direct revelation of Jesus 
Christ.  

 
 
Hebrews 1:1 

• Who is the author of this book? 
o Story of Scott’s sermon 

• Psalm 97:2 
o God keeps Himself in darkness or His glory would vaporize the 

entire universe. But the problem is that the perfect 
communicator must communicate who He is through that 
darkness. 

• God communicated to the fathers in many portions and in many 
ways. He may show up in a garden, in the middle of a burning bush 
or in the back room of the tabernacle. His word could be spoken 
through prophets – like Ezekiel or Daniel or through the Urim and 
Thummim that were part of the High Priest’s clothes. 

• I Peter 1:10-16 
o So God spoke all along to bring about obedience to the faith. 
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• II Peter 1:20-21 
o So there is one interpretation of scripture – God’s. 

• So notice that it says that God spoke to them in many portions. 

• When you hear the word portion, what do you think of? 
o They would not get the completed picture. It was kind of like 

trying to following driving directions and you are driving in a 
thick fog. You cannot see the full picture and it is very 
frustrating. 

• I Corinthians 13:8-12 
o The word translated perfect in verse 10 is “to telion” which 

means the perfect thing and not a perfect person.  
o And there was only one perfect thing that was being worked on 

when the book of I Corinthians was being written – the Word of 
God. 

o So we now have the completed picture of God. It is not partial 
and it is not hidden because it has now been spoken through 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Hebrews 1:2 

• So as great as all of God’s communication was back in the Old 
Testament, it was all preliminary to the coming of the Son of God. 
What was spoken through His Son is final. There are no other 
revelations that are coming once His message is preached. 

• When are the last days?  Or when did they begin? 
o Did they begin in 1948 when Israel was re-established as a 

nation as pre-millennialism teaches?   
o The last days are the final segment of earth’s existence. And 

the words delivered by the Father and Son are what govern the 
people during this final segment of earth’s existence.  

o Acts 2:14-23 
� So the last days from the scripture perspective began on 

the day of Pentecost 30 AD. 

• This word is not to be added to or subtracted from (Revelation 22:18-
19). 

o Jude 1:3 
� So once this word of faith was delivered once for all to the 

saints, it is not to be changed. And this is of course the 
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words that are recorded in the pages of the New 
Testament. 

• This is all being done through Jesus Christ who is the heir of all 
things and through whom the world has been made. 

o The scripture will make big spiritual statements like this so that 
man’s thought processes are upgraded so that he is able to 
begin to understand who God is. 

o John 1:1-18 
� This section gives a good summation of what this one 

verse in Hebrews is talking about. 
o Romans 9:21 

� What is this verse telling us? 

• The world was made through Jesus Christ makes 
him the head of all things. 

• So this was all being done so that the Hebrew Christian and all 
Christians would recognize the fact that the transition from the Law to 
Christ had taken place. The Jewish Christian was to turn his attention 
away from the Law given by Moses and focus on the covenant given 
by Jesus Christ. The authority of Jesus had to be established so that 
the Law of Moses would not be considered in competition with the 
Word of His New Covenant. 

o Moses was not the creator. He was not the inheritor. He was 
not the sustainer. 

o The Law was not the creator. The Law was not the inheritor. 
The Law was not the sustainer. 

o Jesus Christ is and always will be the creator, the inheritor and 
the sustainer. 

o Matthew 17:1-13    
� What does Moses represent in this story?  

• The Old Testament Law 
� What does Elijah represent in this story? 

• The Old Testament Prophets 
� What does this story teach us? 

• This vision is letting us know that everything is 
going to be done through Jesus Christ and His 
power. This was God’s way of letting them know 
that Jesus was the fulfillment of the Law and the 
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Prophets and that His authority supercedes what it 
written in those. 

• Ephesians 2:19-22 
� Oh and by the way, it would be a good idea to listen to the 

Word of Jesus Christ. He has spoken and continues to 
speak through His written Word.    

 
So the book of Hebrews was written by God. At certain points in the past 
He spoke directly to certain people but then as the new Testament moved 
on He only spoke through the prophets or maybe through the priests 
teaching. But since the day of Pentecost (the last days – the church age) 
He has been speaking to all of us through His son Jesus Christ, the heir of 
all things.  
 
 
God spoke directly to  
-Adam (Gen 3) 
-Cain (Gen 4:6) 
-Noah (Gen 6:13-21, 7:1-4, 8:15-17) 
-Noah and his sons (Gen 9:1-17) 
-Job and his friends (Job 38:1-42:6) 
-Abimelech (Gen 20:3-7) 
-Isaac (Gen 26:24) 
-Jacob (Gen 28:13-15, 35:1, 9-12 ... maybe 32:26-29) 
-Joshua (Jos 6:2-5) 
-Samuel (1Sa 3:4-14, 15:10, 16:7) 
-David (1Sa 23:2, 23:4, 30:8; 2Sa 2:1, 5:19, 5:23-24) 

-Nathan (2Sa 7:4-16 � 2Sa 12:1 by implication) 

-Solomon (1Ki 3:5-15 � maybe 6:11-13) 
-Jehu (1Ki 16:1-4) 
-Elijah (1Ki 19:9-18) 
-Isaiah (2Ki 20:4; Isa 6:8-12, 8:1-11) 
-Ahaz (Isa 7:10-25) 
-Manasseh and his people (2Ch 33:10) 
-Jonah (Jon 1:1-2, 3:1-2, 4:4, 4:9-11) 
-Ezekiel (Eze 1:3) 
-Hosea (Hos 1:2-5) 
-Haggai (Hag 2:10-23) 
-Zechariah (Zec 1:1-17) 
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“Monthly Cycle, Homosexuality and Neighborliness - 07-01-18 - Sex, 
Sexuality and Scripture” 
Grace United Methodist Church – Dayton, Ohio - Selected Quotes 
 
The Holiness Code – Leviticus 17-end  
Written by priests addressed to the people – believed to have been 
composed not long before the Babylonian exile. Notions of clean and 
unclean, pure and impure, are directly related to the way the priests, up 
until that time, understood the created world. Cleanness was related to 
normalness. 
 
Leviticus 18 mentions men having sex with men – and forbids it. 
 
Over time, we have come to sort things out a little differently. We have 
learned a lot more about creation – about the vastness and order of 
creation, what is considered clean and unclean, pure and impure, normal or 
abnormal. 
 
What is the minister’s message in all of this? 
The Bible was written by men and not by God 
 
We have come a long way in our knowledge of health and wellness over 
the millennium. Beastiality is still considered abnormal – state laws. (Ohio 
not legal, Legal in Kentucky and West Virginia). There is nothing in the Old 
Testament that says anything about women having sex with women. Why 
men are different (wasting seed – be fruitful and multiply). 
 
Back then they believed that all the reproductive materials for new life were 
present in the seed of the man. The necessity of the egg of the woman was 
not known. 
 
But science, health and wellness have come a long way.     
 
Relative to science, health and wellness, there is nothing impure or unclean 
or abnormal about same gender sexual intimacy, nothing impure or 
unclean or abnormal about homosexuality.  
 
Our understanding of the vastness of creation is growing day by day, year 
by year, century by century. 
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Information on monthly cycles, homosexuality, and neiborliness are all 
found in the holiness code of Leviticus. This code was instruction by the 
priests addressed to the people relative to the notions of clean and 
unclean, pure and impure, relative to the way the priests understood the 
created world at that time. 
 
No disrespect to those early priests – they were speaking absolute truth 
from everything they knew about creation. However, we have a far greater 
understanding of creation now than they did then. 
 
Leviticus 1, 4, 6, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
27 
 
According to the book of Leviticus, who wrote the book? 
Moses through God
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When was the book of Hebrews written? 
 
 
Who was the audience? 
 
 
What is the purpose of the book?  

 
 

Introduction 
It was prophesied by John the Baptist and Jesus that the Jewish system 
and temple would soon be destroyed. At the writing of this book that time 
was right around the corner. God was concerned about what these Jews 
would think when they saw the physical temple violently destroyed by the 
Romans. So He was trying to shift their focus and faith upward to realize 
the Christ is the author and perfector of our faith rather the Old Testament 
system. God is trying to switch the focus from the physical things to the 
spiritual things. 
 
What are we going to learn in this book 
 
 
Who is the author of the book? 
 
 
Hebrews 1:1 
 
 
 
External Sermon Quotes  
What is the minister’s message in all of this? 
 
 
According to the book of Leviticus, who wrote the book? 
 
 
Psalm 97:2 
I Peter 1:10-16  
II Peter 1:20-21 



Hebrews – A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 1 – Introduction, Verses 1-2 

 

 9 

 
When you hear the word portion, what do you think of? 
 
 
I Corinthians 13:8-12 
 
Hebrews 1:2 
 
When are the last days?  Or when did they begin? 
 
 
Acts 2:14-23 
Jude 1:3 
John 1:1-18 
 
 
Romans 9:21 
What is this verse telling us? 
 
 
 
Matthew 17:1-13    
What does Moses represent in this story?  
 
 
What does Elijah represent in this story? 
 
 
What does this story teach us? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


