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Hebrews 1:3 

• So Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation 
of His nature. 

o What is the tense on the verb used in this verse?  
� It is a present tense verb.  

o Would this reference be to Jesus’ time on earth or Jesus 
currently on the throne in heaven? 

� In heaven 
o What does the term radiance mean? 

� KJV – brightness, brightly shining 
o Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory. Glory is one of those 

interesting but extremely important words in the scripture. 
o Glory (doxes) 

� Strong’s Concordance 

• A. splendor, brightness 

• B. magnificence, excellence, preeminence, dignity, 
grace 

• C. majesty 

• D. a most glorious condition, most exalted state 
� John 7:37-39 

• So the Holy Spirit was not going to be given until 
Jesus was glorified. 

� John 17:5 

• Jesus wanted that Glory again.  
o Christ left heaven and came to earth. As the apostle John had 

put it earlier, “And the word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 
(John 1:14). This was part of the process so that man could 
start to understand who God is. 

o Then, Following Jesus’ bodily resurrection, He ascended to 
heaven. 

� John 12:36-42 

• John quotes Isaiah chapter 6 which is a chapter all 
about a vision of God sitting on the throne. 

• So John says that the image that Isaiah saw of God 
sitting on the throne was actually Jesus and John 
called that Jesus’ glory. 

� I Timothy 3:16 

• And so by His ascension, He was taken up to glory. 
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o So Jesus is now brilliantly shining and God’s definition of Glory 
is complete. And that glory is defined to the human mind as 
something more brilliant than the sun shining in its strength.  

o When Christ ascended, the revelation of God to man was 
complete. 

o Jesus made it abundantly clear on earth that He and God were 
one but the picture at that point was incomplete. It took His 
ascension, and the definition of His glory, to complete the 
picture of who God is. This is not something that can be seen 
by the human eye.  

o II Corinthians 4:3-6 
� So it is the current glory of Jesus that is the image of God 

– just like the writer of Hebrews is calling out. 
� So that is why all preaching and teaching today needs to 

include this subject of Jesus in glory. People cannot come 
to know God or to be known by Him if this is not taught – 
at least according to the scripture. 

� Who is trying to prevent Christians from seeing Jesus 
in this light? 

• The God of this world 
o What is the second characteristic of Jesus that is 

mentioned in this verse?  
� He is the exact representation of God 

• What is the third characteristic of Jesus that is mentioned here? 
o All things are upheld by the word of His power 

• As the book of Hebrews said earlier that it is through Jesus that the 
world has been made. And not only that but this verse here says that 
all things are held together by the word of His power. 

o Colossians 1:13-18   
� So it is by the power of His Word that every atom in the 

universe is held together. It is that power that causes 
gravity to work, electricity to work and for all laws of 
science to operate.  

� And when He returns, one word from Jesus will tear it all 
apart as well.  

 

• This verse also says “when Jesus purified our sins,” so the question 
is when did Jesus purify our sins? 

o Day of Atonement - Leviticus 16:3-34 
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� That is still celebrated today by the Jews. It goes by the 
name of Yom Kippur.  

� So in the case where we just looked at – when the 
bull was killed was that the sacrifice or the 
atonement? When the blood of the bull was sprinkled, 
was that the sacrifice or the atonement? 

� So the sacrifice was always the killing of the animal but 
the atonement was always accomplished through what 
the high priest did with the blood. If the high priest did not 
do anything with the blood, then there would have been 
no atonement.  

o When Christ was killed on the Cross, would that be a 
sacrifice or atonement? It would have been the sacrifice. 
There was no atonement in the Old Testament until the High 
Priest sprinkled the blood in the Holy of Holies.   

o We need to remember that all of these Old Testament 
sacrifices and rituals pointed forward to Jesus and His Church.  

o Hebrews 9:11-12 
� So Christ took His own spiritual blood into heaven itself 

and sprinkled it in the true Holy of Holies – our sins 
purified. 

� Jesus could not do anything with His blood while on earth 
because He could not be a high priest on earth which the 
writer of Hebrews explains in great detail. So Jesus could 
only sprinkle that blood in heaven itself after he became 
High Priest which happened at His ascension.   

o So your sins have been forgiven in heaven itself. So He made 
purification of sins when He ascended and then He took His 
seat at the right hand of God. So He thought of us before He 
took His seat in the power position. 

 
Hebrews 1:4 

• This verse mentions the inheritance of Jesus.  

• When do you get to collect an inheritance? –  
o When someone dies. As long as the person lives, there is 

nothing to inherit. Jesus Himself had to die in order to receive 
this inheritance.   

• I Peter 1:3-4 
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o So in Hebrews 1:4 it says that he has by inheritance received a 
more excellent name than the angels. And He has chosen that 
the inheritance should be shared with you and me as well. So 
God is willing to share the very best of heaven with you and to 
make us a partaker of that as well. 

o So if through inheritance Jesus received a more excellent name 
than the angels and we are going to share in His inheritance, 
does that not stand to reason that we are more important to 
God than the angels.  

 
What has Jesus inherited? 
The More Excellent Name 

• Philippians 2:5-11 
o God, because of Jesus’ willingness to come to earth, to 

sacrifice Himself and becoming a bond servant, has bestowed 
on Him the name which is above all names – Lord of all. 

o That is the only name by which we must be saved.  
o And whether the world likes it or not, every knee will bow and 

every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord – whether 
they do it willingly here on earth or they do it forcibly before His 
judgment throne later. 

o So Jesus has a more excellent name than the angels. 
 
Hebrews 1:5-6 

• What is the point the writer of Hebrews is calling out here? 
o He is establishing the fact that Jesus is much greater than the 

angels. Then when the writer gets to chapter 2, he is going to 
talk about Jesus being made for a little while lower than the 
angels. 

• In verse 5, what reason does the writer give for saying that 
Jesus is greater than the angels? 

o He is the begotten son of God  

• But here it claims that Jesus is God’s son and that Today He has 
been begotten Him.  

o When was Jesus begotten?  
� When He ascended to the throne 

 
The Begotten Son of God 

• Acts 13:28-34 
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o So the Today has to do with Jesus’ resurrection from the dead 
and his being raised up to the throne in heaven. 

• God wants the begotten-ness of Jesus to be the definition of His 
divine power.  

• Ephesians 1:15-20 
o So the glorious power of Jesus is displayed in His being raised 

from the dead and seated at the right hand of God in the 
heavenly places. 

• Hebrews 5:5-6 
 
In verse 6, why does the writer say that Jesus is greater than the 
angels? 
He is the firstborn 
 

• But the today of Jesus being begotten also has something to do with 
His being the firstborn as well. 

• Romans 8:28-29  
o So God knew before the foundation of the world that Jesus 

would be the firstborn among many brethren. 
o So Jesus was the firstborn among many brethren, which 

means that there are going to be more to follow. When it 
speaks of Him being begotten, it is not speaking of His virgin 
birth, the scripture is working on something else here. 

• Colossians 1:15-18 
o So He is the firstborn because He was the firstborn from the 

dead. And that is what He is the firstborn of. 

• Hebrews 12:22-24 says that we are enrolled in the church of the 
firstborn from the dead who are enrolled in heaven. So Jesus was 
first to be born from the dead and Christians are born again to follow 
Jesus. The verses in Hebrews 12 are past tense verbs so it is 
something that we take part in now.  The only question is: when 
are Christians born from the dead? 

o Romans 6:3-11 
� We were born from the dead in our immersions into the 

name of Jesus Christ. 
 
So all the angels of God worship Jesus because He is firstborn from the 
dead and because He is the begotten son of God. He is the radiance of 



 A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 2 – Hebrews 1:3-6 

 

 6 

God’s glory and the exact representation of his nature and He sustains all 
things by the word of His power. Jesus is the one who provided purification 
for the worlds’ sins and then He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven. He has now taken His seat in glory. 
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Hebrews 1:3 
What is the tense on the verb used in this verse?  
 
 
Would this reference be to Jesus’ time on earth or Jesus currently on the 
throne in heaven? 
 
 
What does the term radiance mean? 
 
 
Glory  
John 7:37-39 
John 17:5 
John 12:36-42 
I Timothy 3:16 
 
II Corinthians 4:3-6 
Who is trying to prevent Christians from seeing Jesus in this light? 
 
 
What is the second characteristic of Jesus that is mentioned in this verse?  
 
 
What is the third characteristic of Jesus that is mentioned here? 
 
 
Colossians 1:13-18   

 
When did Jesus purify our sins?  On the cross? 
 
Day of Atonement - Leviticus 16:3-34 
 
So on the Day of Atonement we just looked at – when the bull was killed 
was that the sacrifice or the atonement?  
 
When Christ was killed on the Cross, would that be a sacrifice or 
atonement?  
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Hebrews 9:11-12 
 
Hebrews 1:4 
When do you get to collect an inheritance? 
 
I Peter 1:3-4 
 
What has Jesus inherited? 
Philippians 2:5-11 
 
Hebrews 1:5-6 
What is the point the writer of Hebrews is calling out here? 
 
 
In verse 5, what reason does the writer give for saying that Jesus is greater 
than the angels? 
 
 
When was Jesus begotten?  
 
 
In verse 6, why does the writer say that Jesus is greater than the angels? 
 
 
Romans 8:28-29  
Colossians 1:15-18 
 
 
According to the scripture, when are Christians born from the dead? 
 
 


