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Hebrews 2:1 

• Well, for what reason? What are some of the things we 
learned about Jesus in chapter 1?  

o The fact that Jesus Christ is superior to everything, 
including angels and He is Lord of all and we need to give 
Him that due respect. 

• We are to pay closer attention 
o God does not do everything for us, here the writer is 

telling us to pay closer attention to the things we have 
heard. God has always challenged man to do that. 

�  “Come now and let us reason together - Isaiah 1:18 
� “The wise man built his house upon the rock - 

Matthew 7:24-27 

• To what we have heard 
o So this would be speaking of the message of Christ and 

His apostles. This is not referring to the message all the 
way back to how the Lord spoke through the prophets in 
many portions and in many ways but through the 
message of His son. 

• What is the danger of not paying closer attention? 

• So that we do not drift away from it. 
o Drifting away is always downstream. You have to be in 

the stream before you can drift away from it. But you must 
strive toward heaven and not just drift along toward it. 
Let’s take a look at an example of that. 

� Ephesians 4:11-15 

• So God expects us to be growing in our 
salvation. We are not to be tossed around or 
carried about by other doctrines. 

 
Hebrews 2:2-4 

• What a great salvation 
o What are some examples of God’s salvation in the 

Old Testament? 
o Noah and his family 

� Saved through the water 
o Israel from Egypt 
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� In the Iron Furnace for 430 years and then bought 
forth by 10 plagues. Then they were brought safely 
through the Red Sea.  

� What a great salvation – but the people of Israel 
were not ready to accept their new found freedom 
and yet grumbled it away. God was going to wait for 
that generation to perish before He allowed them to 
enter the promised land. 

o There are many penalties for breaking the law listed in the 
Old Testament scripture.  

� Examples: 

• What was the penalty for gathering wood 
on the Sabbath? 

o Numbers 15:32 – you would be stoned 
outside the camp. 

• What was the penalty for breaking the 
second commandment?  

o Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image… 

o Numbers 25:1-9 – the penalty was 
death  

� These things are recorded in the scripture to let 
Christians know how serious God is about His word 
and to let them learn the lessons of God. 

o There are many stories which are written in the books of 
Exodus through Deuteronomy about the disobediences 
and transgressions of the people of Israel. 

o And their actions received a just recompense. Sometimes 
it was snakes, sometimes it was plagues, sometime it 
was death but it was a just recompense. They neglected 
their salvation.   

o But as great as that physical salvation was – it is nothing 
compared to a spiritual salvation of a wretched man or 
woman of sin being washed white as snow in the waters 
of immersion – to make the body a fit dwelling place for 
the Holy Spirit. . The challenge for us to help get mankind 
to realize and comprehend the horrific nature of this 
slavery and to teach them about the greatness of the 
release from that bondage. 
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o What are some of the ways that we can neglect our 
salvation?  

o Ephesians 1:3 
� How many spiritual blessings has God granted 

to us? 
� God has granted us with every spiritual blessing – it 

does not say anything about material blessings.  

• According to these Hebrew verses, God’s word is 
Unalterable  

o Where were the Israelites when the 10 
commandments were given? 

� Mt Sinai 
o How many days had that been since they had crossed 

the Red Sea? 
� 45 days –  

• Exodus 12:6 – left on day 14 of 1 month 

• Exodus 19:1 – says came to mountain on 1st 
day of 3rd month. 

o By what means were the commandments thundered 
from Sinai? 

� By God through an angel or angels 

• Galatians 3:19, Acts 7:53 
o The law was ordained by angels  

o At Mt Sinai, the voice of the almighty thundered the 
commandments of the Lord through an angel and the 
children of Israel were in fear. 

o These commandments were so unchangeable that they 
were written on stone tablets. Any of the Israelites that 
tried to mess with or break the unalterable word of God, 
were cut off from among the people. And many were put 
to death along the way to show that you do not mess with 
the word of God. 

o Neglecting in this case is being used in opposition to the 
word heeding. We will either heed or we will neglect it. 
Every disobedience has its just reward. 

o This warning was written to Hebrew Christians to 
encourage them to maintain and strengthen their faith in 
Jesus Christ during the upcoming destruction of the 
Jewish system. So the message to Christians is: no 
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matter what the circumstances, do not neglect your 
salvation. 

• So there is a great danger in slipping or neglecting this great 
salvation that we have. And if we do neglect it, there is no 
escape. 

o And this is being compared to the Old Testament 
judgments of God. So if the people of the Old Testament 
were punished when they neglected the Law, how much 
more do you think the people of the new Covenant will be 
punished if they neglect His glorified Son. 

• “It was confirmed to us by those who heard” 
o Who were the ones who heard (that taught and 

confirmed the word)? 
o Luke 19:10 

� That is the reason why Jesus came to earth 
o So the gospel was first spoken through the Lord. 

� “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those 
who will believe in Me through their word” - John 
17:20 

� With this statement, Jesus made it clear to all who 
would become Christians that they would do so 
through the word of the apostles. 

o Then the gospel was first preached to the world by Peter 
and the rest of the apostles on the day of Pentecost, 
30AD. So this great salvation, first spoken through Christ, 
was confirmed to us by those who heard [the apostles]. 

� I John 1:1-3 
o The apostles were in the position of being the only ones 

initially who could bear witness to not only Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead but His exalted position as 
High Priest and King. And they would have to be willing to 
challenge the skeptics in all of these cases.  

 
According to verse 4, how was the word of God confirmed by 
those who heard? 
By Signs and Wonders 
 

• That is what the gifts of the Holy Spirit were for – confirmation 
of the Word in the absence of the written Word.  
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o Mark 16:20 

• So God was bearing witness with the apostles through their 
word and the performance of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. This is 
what was being used to confirm the word in the absence of the 
written word. 

o Acts 2:43 
o Why do you think the word needed to be confirmed 

back then? 

• The Greek word of gifts of the Holy Spirit is merismos and 
it means distribution or separation. So It was the apostles 
that were the only ones that could distribute the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit.  

• This verse also says “according to His own will.” The apostles 
could pass them on by laying on of hands but the Spirit decided 
which gifts and how many gifts they received.  

o I Corinthians 12:11 
 
Hebrews 2:5 

• The writer of Hebrews is now going back to work on the fact of 
the superiority of Christ and the new covenant over the old 
covenant. We had just read in verse 2 that the word of the 
Angels proved unalterable. And if that is the case with angels, 
then the word of Christ is going to be even more unalterable. 

• The world to come will be the spiritual universe. And it will not 
be the angels that are in charge of the new heavens and new 
earth – Jesus will be. 

o II Peter 3:13-18 
� Since the new heavens and the new earths are on 

the way, this is the way we should act. 
� By the way, this new heavens and earth were talked 

about in the old testament by the way. 

• So over this new heavens and earth, Jesus will preside with the 
angels taking part in that as well. 

 
Hebrews 2:6-8 

• Here we have direct quote from Psalms chapter 8 
o Psalms 8:5-9 
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� What is the first thing you notice when reading 
this set of verses? 

• Psalm 8 says that Jesus was made for a little 
while lower than God.  

� The writer of Hebrews says He was made for a little 
while lower than the angels. What is going here? 

• Well the original Hebrew says Elohim which is 
the original word for God but they used the 
plural form of the word which usually means 
any form that is slightly above man. So when 
the Septuagint was created, the translators 
translated that word into angels and since the 
writer of Hebrews only quotes the Septuagint 
version, that is where the difference comes in. 

� Now some will argue that this prophecy is about 
man rather than Jesus Christ. In fact, this verse is 
usually not taught as a messianic Psalm by Jewish 
teachers. But let’s see what the scriptures have to 
say about this.    

• Matthew 21:16 
o Quote from Psalm 8:2 – who is this 

referring to?  Jesus  
� So it appears that the concern of the psalmist is not 

on the temporal but on the eternal. 

• So the Son of Man has been appointed over all the works of the 
Father’s hands and has had all things put in subjection under 
His feet.  

o Verse 8 says “For in subjecting all things to him, He left 
nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet 
see all things subjected to him.” 

� The temporal creation was put under the dominion 
of man and was subjected to him; the Son of Man is 
exalted to the Father’s right hand, “waiting until His 
enemies are made a footstool under His feet” 
(Hebrews 10:13). The works therefore that are to be 
placed in subjection under Jesus’ feet are the works 
of the Father in the spiritual realm. 

� So the writer of Hebrews is using the Old Testament 
quotes to prove to those of Jewish background that 
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the way of Christ is superior to the old covenant. 
And he is also trying to show that Jesus took human 
form, but was then exalted to glory where all things 
are to be subjected to Him. 

o Philippians 2:8,9 
� That is the way the apostle Paul would put it.  

         



A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 4 – Chapter 2:1-8 

 

 8 

Hebrews 2:1 
 
Well, for what reason? What are some of the things we learned about 
Jesus in chapter 1?  
 
 
What is the danger of not paying closer attention? 

 
 

Hebrews 2:2-4 
What are some examples of God’s salvation in the Old Testament? 
 
 
What was the penalty for gathering wood on the Sabbath? 
 
 
What was the penalty for breaking the second commandment?  
 
 
What are some of the ways that we can neglect our salvation?  
 
 
Ephesians 1:3 
 
How many spiritual blessings has God granted to us? 
 
 
According to these Hebrew verses, God’s word is 
_____________________  
 
 
Where were the Israelites when the 10 commandments were given? 
 
 
How many days had that been since they had crossed the Red Sea? 
 
 
By what means were the commandments thundered from Sinai? 
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Who were the ones who heard (that taught and confirmed the word)? 
 
 
Luke 19:10 
I John 1:1-3 
 
 
According to verse 4, how was the word of God confirmed by those 
who heard? 
 
 
Mark 16:20 
Acts 2:43 
 
Why do you think the word needed to be confirmed back then? 
 
The Greek word of gifts of the Holy Spirit is ________________ 
And it means _________________________________________. 
 

 
Hebrews 2:5 
 
Hebrews 2:6-8 
 
Psalms 8:5-9 
 
What is the first thing you notice when reading this set of verses? 
 
 
 
What is going here? 
         


