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Hebrews 3:1 

• What is the therefore there for? 
o Well, that means he is summing up all the things that he said before 

• Did the writer of Hebrews make a mistake here by calling Christians 
holy? 

• I Corinthians 3:16-17 
o So because of that Holy Spirit that dwells in us and because of that 
immersion into the Christ that cleared away our sin, we are holy. 

• I Peter 1:13-16 
o We are holy and we are told to conduct ourselves as such. 
o Church people need to live up to the term “holy brethren.” 

• What have Christians partaken of? 

• We are holy because we took part in the heavenly calling. Where did this 
calling come from? – From heaven – and it occurs through the Word of 
God.  

o He has gone “into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
God for us” (Hebrews 9:24), and we have, in effect, been 
already “raised up with Him, and seated with Him in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6). 

� That is where the calling comes from – from person to person 
by the preaching of the word of God. 

• So because of these things, we are to consider Jesus. 

• What does the word consider mean? 
o katanoeo (kat-an-o-eh'-o) – to observe fully 
o The world has produced its great statesmen, philosophers, generals 
and athletes. But these cannot even be compared to the great men of 
faith of the Old Testament.  

� What is Julius Caesar compared to the prophet Daniel? 
� Or what is William the Conqueror compared to Moses the 
Deliverer? 

� Or Michael Jordan compared to David the king? 
o These famous men of earth are but dust compared to these great 
men of faith. But all of these are in no way compared to the Great 
One Himself – Jesus Christ.  

� Christ is the one who died for the sins of the world; Christ is the 
one who rose permanently from the dead and he is the one that 
made propitiation for our sins in heaven. And He also “was 
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tempted in that which He has suffered” so “He is able to come 
to the aid of those who are tempted.” 

o So the Holy Brethren who have been set apart or sanctified, receivers 
of the calling of God, should be able to see with their spiritual eyes 
the greatness of these spiritual giants of faith compared to the 
famous men of earth. But they should also see, with their spiritual 
eyes that Jesus Christ is Lord of all and greater than all of these men 
put together. They need to evaluate His sacrifice and His service in 
making the propitiation for sins. 

o But as great as the sacrifice and the propitiation was, it is still 
secondary to Christ’s continuing work of intercession on behalf of the 
saints. Every Christian needs to stop and contemplate this every 
chance they get. The brilliance of Jesus Christ in Glory should fill our 
minds with wonderful images. 

� One of the things the Lord instituted to help us stay focused on 
Him was the establishment of the Lord’s Supper – I Corinthians 
11:23-34 

• What two titles is Jesus called in this verse? 
o The word apostle means “one sent out” or a messenger and Jesus 
was certainly the messenger sent from heaven to earth to bring God’s 
message. He was the greatest missionary who ever lived.  

o And this section also says that Christ is our High Priest – The writer 
of Hebrews has mentioned this fact a couple of times and would 
really like to jump into it but he has some more setup work to do 
before he gets there. 

o Christ is the apostle and high priest of our confession – our 
confession is a profession of our change of lifestyle. 

 
Hebrews 3:2 

• Now the writer is going to start going into the fact that the covenant of 
Christ is greater than that of Moses and Joshua. We have already learned 
from one of the earlier chapters that Christ is superior to the angels. But 
now the writer needs to switch to these other two great men of faith. 

o Who do the Jews think is the originator of their faith? 
o We need to remember that these Christians from Israel would have 
always had the idea in the back of their mind that Moses was the 
earthly originator of their religious system.  

o John 9:28,29 
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• And as we read here Jesus “was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as 
Moses also was in all His house.” Jesus was indeed faithful. He was made 
like His brethren in all things and suffered the result of death in order that 
he might become our faithful high priest. So as faithful as Moses was so 
many centuries before, Jesus was much more faithful as a servant.  

o And Moses was a great servant – Hebrews 11:23-29 
 
Hebrews 3:3-4 

• Here we see the metaphor of a spiritual house being brought up. 

• What relationship does Moses have in the house?  A Part 

• What relationship does Jesus have to the house?  The builder 

• Which is greater the builder or the part - the potter or the clay? 

• But then he makes that statement in verse 4 which says that the builder of 
all things is God – which is subtly making the connection that Christ and 
God are equal. That was a statement that Moses would not be able to 
make. 

o Numbers 12:7 
� Moses was faithful in all of God’s household which would have 
been Israel. 

  
Hebrews 3:5-6 

• Moses was faithful in his house as a servant. 

• Jesus was faithful over His house as a Son. 

• The House of God 
o This is one of the major themes in the Bible. There was always major 
tension in the building of this house for God.  

� Tabernacle/Temple 

• The tabernacle of Moses’ day was built, dedicated, and 
carried through the wilderness. It was a temporary house 
for God, housing the Ark of the Covenant at Shiloh until 
the slackness of Eli, the High Priest, let the ark be 
captured by the Philistines. Eventually the Philistines sent 
the ark back and the ark rested at the edge of the country, 
and spent 3 months at Obed-Edom’s house until David 
finished a special tent for it and brought it into Jerusalem. 

• Finally, Solomon’s temple was built in Jerusalem but it 
was laid waste by the Babylonians because of Judah’s 
idolatry. 
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• But then the remnant returned from Babylonia and put 
together a much more modest version of the temple. 

� Acts 7:48,49 

• As you can see – the true house of God is going to be 
built by God and He is going to use Spiritual materials to 
build it. 

o “Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony 
of those things which were to be spoken later.”  

o “A testimony of those things which were to be spoken later.” 
What do you think this statement means? 

� This statement is huge. It let’s you know that the things Moses 
spoke were to set the stage for that which would be spoken 
through Christ! 

• Hebrews 1:1 
� The house of God, the sacrifices, the offerings and the 
priesthood were a foreshadow of the “good things to come.” A 
summary of the general teaching of the Old Testament would 
reflect that the physical temple and tabernacle were not truly 
the house of God. The quote from Isaiah made by Stephen 
above shows that God could not live in a physical building; 
hence that which was pitched by man could not be His true 
dwelling place and that it must be pointing at something more to 
come. Thus the writer used the expression “a testimony of 
those things which were to be spoken later;” 

o Moses was a faithful, trusted servant in the house in this spiritual 
metaphor, but Christ is pictured as the Son that is going to take over 
the house. He is therefore accorded more honor than Moses. 

o “We” then are this house. Jesus is the builder of the house, a house 
which will indeed be a fit dwelling place for the eternal God. Jesus the 
son is therefore God, “for the builder of all things is God” And this 
house is obviously magnificent. The temple of Solomon’s day that 
was so beautiful would barely be a weak shadow compared to this 
eternal house. 

o Since man is not fit to build a dwelling place for God, He has taken it 
upon Himself to build it.  

o What kinds of materials is God going to use for the construction 
of His house? He is using the most precious and valuable resource 
in the universe – Christians. 
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� The costly stones of Solomon’s day are nothing in comparison 
to these precious building blocks. 

� The Cedars of Lebanon that floated in great log rafts in the sea 
and drug up the mountainside to Jerusalem’s summit were 
useless compared to those rescued by Jesus taking on flesh 
and dying on the cross, raising from the dead, ascending to 
Glory and interceding for the saints as the great High Priest.  

� The massive amounts of gold, silver and bronze that were used 
in the temple are zero in value when compared to the spiritual 
saints. 

o We are the house and Christ is the son over that house. 

• So just as the angels could not make the same claim to son-ship that Jesus 
could, neither could Moses. Christ is therefore much superior to Moses and 
the covenant which proceeds from Christ is much more superior than the 
covenant which came through Moses.   

• And we as Christians need to be faithful in that house. 
o God is looking for those Christians that have a Biblically based faith. 

� I Peter 1:7 

• So this faith that we have is more precious than gold. 

• But this house that we are part of is conditional. 
o This verse says “Christ was faithful as a Son over His house —  
whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of 
our hope firm until the end.” 

o Here is what Charles Stanley said in response to the quotation “pray 
that I’ll hold on” This was recorded in 1990 in the series “Eternal 
Security: You can be sure – Audio Tape #3, he said the following: 
“Hold on to what? And I say this my friend, believe me, I would not be 
critical of anything in the world. There is not anything you can hold on 
to. You know why? Because the omnipotent hand of a loving Father 
has you in a dual grip. God the Father and God the son have you in 
his hand, in their hand. And my friend, whether you let go or not 
hasn’t got anything to do with it. The Bible nowhere says, “Hold On.” 

� So the Once Saved Always Saved grace backers will tell you 
there is nothing you need to hold on to but Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit says that “Christians need to hold on – to the gospel 
message, eternal life, our courage, our faith and our testimony 
firm until the end – to be a part of His house. Who are we going 
to believe Charles Stanley or the Holy Spirit?  
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Hebrews 3:7-11       

• According to verse 8, what is the biggest problem the Israelites had in 
the wilderness? – Hardness of heart  

• Israel should have followed the leadership of God through Moses and 
taken over the Promised Land without a problem. But instead their 
carcasses littered the entire wilderness area because of their unbelief. So 
the writer of Hebrews used that story and this quote from psalm 95 to keep 
the Hebrew Christians from falling away.  

o Psalm 95:1-11 
� Meribah, which means “strife” was the first spot of murmuring in 
the wilderness after the Exodus from Israel (Exodus 17:1-7). 

� Massah, which means “temptation” was the last spot of 
murmuring in the wilderness after the Exodus (Numbers 20:1-
13) 

• At these two locations, the Israelites tempted and tried 
God with unfaithfulness as they asked Him to prove His 
power. The Israelites did this even though they had seen 
the miracles of God all throughout the wilderness time 
period. 

� The Israelites always seemed to wander away from what God 
wanted them to do. They seemed to be incapable of following 
the commands and providences of God. And then God told 
them that they would not enter into “His rest.” 

• Deuteronomy 9:7 
o So Israel had seen the miracles of God all the way 
throughout the 40 years in the wilderness. 

• Deuteronomy 12:8,9 
o Everyone was doing what was right in their own 
eyes and that was the problem. That is why they 
spent 40 years wondering in the wilderness and 
were not allowed to go to the Promised Land. 

• The problem the Israelites had was their bad hearts, the collective 
hardness of heart. The judgment of God against them was that they had 
“evil, unbelieving hearts.” 

o So the individual has the choice of hardening his heart by not 
listening to the words of God. “Do not harden your hearts” was the 
way the writer put it in this case. The Christian has the choice – they 
can either have a soft heart where they are open to the word of the 
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God – or they can have a hardened heart and refuse to walk in the 
ways of God. 

• Verse 10 - What two things caused God to be angry with the Israelites 
in the wilderness? 

o They always go astray in their heart 
o They do not know my ways 

• So the Israelites did not succeed the testing of God in the 40 years of 
wandering in the wilderness. They did not hold fast their confidence firm 
until the end. God gave them water, manna and quail. He also led and 
protected them with the pillar of cloud, but yet they kept asking “where is 
God?” And just like a child that has been told he will be punished for doing 
something and then does it anyway to see if his father is serious, the 
Israelites tested God and found out He was serious and that he meant 
everything He said. 

� Why were these things written? Let’s take a look. 
o I Corinthians 10:5-13 

• So Christians need to endure those trials and learn the lessons and grow 
from that testing. We need to maintain our faith no matter what 
circumstances life throws at us. So we need to hear the word with a good 
and honest heart and let our faith be displayed. God is serious in 
everything He has said in His word. 

• What do you think the term rest refers to here? – the promised land  
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Hebrews 3:1 
 
Did the writer of Hebrews make a mistake here by calling Christians holy? 
 
 
What have Christians partaken of? 
 
 
What does the word consider mean? 
 
 
What two titles is Jesus called in this verse? 
 
 
Hebrews 3:2 
 
Who do the Jews think is the originator of their faith? 
 
 
Hebrews 3:3-4 
 
What relationship does Moses have in the house? 
 
 
What relationship does Jesus have to the house?  
 
 
Which is greater - the builder or the part - the potter or the clay? 
 
 
Hebrews 3:5-6 
 
Moses was faithful in his house as a ____________________. 
 
 
Jesus was faithful over His house as a __________________.  
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“A testimony of those things which were to be spoken later.” What do you think 
this term means? 
 
 
What kinds of materials is God going to use for the construction of His house?  
 

 
Hebrews 3:7-11       
 
According to verse 8, what is the biggest problem the Israelites had in the 
wilderness?  
 
 
Verse 10 - What two things caused God to be angry with the Israelites in the 
wilderness? 
 
 
What do you think the term rest refers to here?  
 


