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Hebrews 4:12 

• What are the two words in this verse that describe the word of God? 

• That word was first thundered from Mt. Sinai and recorded on tablets of 
stone and now has been recorded on white pages with black and red 
lettering but that in no way takes away the significance. 

• This word is double-edged – it cuts on both sides – so much so that it can 
pierce the soul 

• Since the Bible is the living and active word of God, what does this 
mean today about all other books that we may read?  

• All other books are dead. There are books that are written that help us 
understand the Bible and help us to focus on the Bible but since they are 
written by humans, they are still dead. What are the two things that this 
book can judge? The Holy Spirit has written the only book that is living 
and active and even able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
The reason the word is living is because it is backed by a living God and a 
living Savior.  

o The scripture is able to pierce the heart and able to get right to the 
spiritual core of the difference between soul and spirit.  

o What do you think the writer of Hebrews is trying to 
communicate here? 

� And since the writer of Hebrews knows the trouble that is 
ahead, he is trying to get the Hebrew saints to get their 
thoughts and intentions inline with the word of God. He does 
not want them to fall short of God’s rest.  

o A lot of times when a saint teaches the plan of salvation that is laid 
out in God’s Word, they are accused of judging others. However, if he 
has accurately handled the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15), he is not 
judging at all. It is the word of God that is doing the judging; it is 
perfectly designed to expose those that do not love truth but take 
pleasure in wickedness. 

 
   
Hebrews 4:13 

• Where/When/What/Who can hide from God?  
o Matthew 10:30 says that the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 

• Let’s take a look at a couple of examples: 
o Was Cain able to hide from the Lord God? - Genesis 4:4-10 
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o Was Jonah able to hide from the Almighty God? – Jonah 1:3-4 
o Was David able to hide from Jehovah? - Psalm 139:1-16 
o No, all things are laid bare to the eyes of Him  
o There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open 
and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. 

• I Corinthians 3:19-20 
o Do you think there any craftiness going on inside the church 

these days?  

• Let’s take the issue of by-laws  
o How is man going to construct by-laws that are going to be superior 
to the New Testament? Can any set of documents that men may 
write ever match what is written in the New Testament?  

o But the good news is – what does God say? Well, He is “THE ONE 
WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS.” Can they fool 
God when they do that? They are not fooling God. The Lord knows 
the “THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS.” 
Their best efforts did not destroy the temple of the living God. They 
are actually in the process of destroying themselves long-term. 

o So by-laws are fine if they were to read this way – The New 
Testament is it. This church is governed by the New Testament. 
People do not like that most of the time. But God set up the order of 
things. 

o Let’s take a look at an example of this. One of the things that God 
has put in place is evangelists in the local congregation.  

� Titus 1:5 

• Notice they have been directed. You do not get to change 
how you have been directed.  

• Now if you have no fear of God then is it is no problem. 
You just go ahead and do whatever you would like. But if 
you have a fear of God, you tremble when you see 
congregations subverting the New Testament. But when 
you are conscious of God’s presence, you do not want to 
do anything other than what it says in the Word of God.  

• Somehow people lose consciousness that God is 
involved. Sometimes they get the idea that the church is a 
human institution and they can play whatever games they 
would like with it.  

 
Hebrews 4:14 
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• I Corinthians 5:7 
o In being offered on the cross, Jesus became the sacrifice. 
o So He is our eternal Passover Lamb – He came to put an end to Old 
Testament sacrifices by the sacrifice of Himself. So He shed His 
blood for the sacrifice. 

o And just as the physical high priest used to take the physical sacrifice 
and offer their blood in the physical temple,   

• Christ, in ascending to Glory, He became the great spiritual high priest so 
that He could offer His own spiritual blood in the true spiritual temple – 
heaven itself. 

• From what location is the great high priest listed as coming from? 

• So here the writer is starting his discussion about how the high priesthood 
of Jesus is much greater than the priesthood of Aaron. But the writer is 
going to shelve the discussion again until a little later and then pick it up 
again. So our high priest does not walk in front of an earthly temple, but He 
has passed through the heavens.  

• What does the eternal high priest allow us to do? 

• The writer brings out this discussion of Jesus being the high priest so he 
can make the following statement “let us hold fast our confession.” 

o The Jews at the time the writer of Hebrews was writing this letter 
were under pressure to observe the covenant of circumcision and the 
rest of the letter of the law. Especially as the time of the Roman 
destruction of Jerusalem came near, this pressure was getting tighter 
and tighter. So the message is - let us hold fast our confession.   

o Those words still ring true today. Every Christian must constantly 
evaluate his/herself by asking “do I really believe that Jesus is the 
great high priest who has passed through the heavens?” “Is Jesus 
really the son of God?” “Can I pin all my hopes on Him?” 

� That is why God set up all of the great Old Testament 
typologies that let you know how things are working in the New 
Testament spiritual realm so that you can know for sure the 
Bible is the Word of God and that Jesus is currently on the 
throne in heaven. And therefore we can persevere and “hold 
fast our confession” and not come short of the rest of God.  

 
Hebrews 4:15 

• This brings up some questions: What is it that causes someone to sin? 
o James 1:14-15 
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� It is our own lust that causes us to sin. It is not God’s fault if we 
sin.  

• I guess the next question is – did Jesus ever sin? Well the good news – it 
was answered right in this verse – No He did not. 

• So the third question would be – why didn’t Jesus sin? 
o Galatians 5:16-17 

� So Jesus never, even for one nanosecond, let His flesh win out 
over the spirit.  He was in the Spirit at all times like He wants all 
Christians to be in the Spirit at all times. 

• So the next question is – if Jesus never sinned, did he really come in 
the flesh? 

o This question is always able to produce a variety of answers.  
Modern-day Gnostics teach that Jesus just seemed to come in a 
physical body, but really did not have one.  They claim that the flesh 
is bad and will always sin, and therefore Jesus could not have come 
in the flesh.  Therefore they claim that is was not possible for Jesus to 
sin.  But let’s take a look at what the scripture has to say about it. 

o Hebrews 2:14-15 
� The words likewise also in the Greek means the exact same 
thing or stuff, not a different stuff or a different nature.  Jesus 
had a nature just like ours and was therefore able to sin. 

o Hebrews 2:16-17 
� Jesus was 100% human – He cried, He got tired and He 
became hungry. He came in the likeness of sinful flesh and He 
was made like His brethren in all things. The “all” in the above 
scripture is not a misinterpretation of the Greek but the actual 
words of the writer of Hebrews.   

� If Jesus did not come in the flesh – if Jesus was not able to sin 
at any second – if Jesus did not overcome sin, then He cannot 
be our eternal high priest and he could not have made 
propitiation for our sins.   

� And if this is the case, that would make the cross a joke and our 
faith would be in vain. 

o Hebrews 2:18 
� Jesus was tempted in all things, yet He did not sin so He would 
be able to come to our aid. Amen. 

o So yes Jesus came in the flesh and was tempted in all things just like 
we are – but He did not sin – that is what made Him able to be the 
perfect Passover lamb sacrifice. Under the Old Covenant, lambs 
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when offered had to be male and they had to be without blemish in 
order to be a sacrifice for sin – Exodus 12 

o So there are those that teach that Jesus did not sin because He had 
an edge. In other words what they are saying is that He did not come 
in the flesh, He just looked like it. However what does the scripture 
say about those that teach this doctrine? 

� II John 1:7-11 

• Now what John is primarily talking about here is the 
Gnostics of his day. The Gnostics believed that the body 
was bad and the spirit was good. They reasoned that their 
bodies are going to continue to do bad things no matter 
how good they try to be.  

• So the conclusion the philosophers come to is that the 
body is bad. However, in Romans chapter 7, does Paul 
say that the body is bad or that sin is bad?  Sin is bad, 
particularly in the fleshly mind. 

• The preaching of the apostles is very emphatic: “He who 
knew no sin became sin on our behalf” (2 Corinthians 
5:21) and so forth. So Jesus did not commit any sin. Now 
a lot of people struggle with believing in Jesus for that 
simple fact alone. 

• So the philosophers of the early church days would now 
start becoming members in the churches. In fact, you 
would have many of them who made there way up to be 
preachers and teachers in the churches – to the above 
question of whether Jesus sinned, the answer they would 
give would be would of course be “No”  

• So then, you immediately follow that up with the next 
question: “Well in that case, did Jesus have a body?” Now 
if you believe that the body is bad and will always sin, you 
have to answer that question with a “No.” So since Jesus, 
based on their personal experience, could not have lived 
the perfect life, there has to be some other theological 
explanation for Jesus being able to do this – and the 
answer – He did not have a body. 

• But statements in the scripture like the following: I John 
1:1-3 and Hebrews 2:14-18 prove that Jesus had a body. 
And He had a body just like ours. 
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• A lot of folks in the church today will say that Jesus had a 
body but that He had an edge. What edge did He have? 
He experienced all human emotions (hungry, tired, 
weeping, etc) and He was tempted in all things. But He 
lived according the spirit, rather than according to the 
flesh. But if He had an edge, then He did not really come 
in the flesh and He was really not made like his brethren 
in all things.  

• And what did John say about those people that say that 
Jesus did not come in the flesh in 2 John 1:7?  They are 
the deceiver and the antichrist.  

• And these people are filling our churches today. So John 
lets us know in 2 John 1:8 that Christians are to “Watch 
Themselves.” 

 
Hebrews 4:16 

• So, since we have this high priest who has gone through all the same 
temptations and struggles that we go through, let us draw near to Him in 
our time of need.  

• Why do we draw near to the throne of grace? So that we can receive 
mercy and grace. But notice that the scripture wants us to come confidently 
to the throne knowing that the help is there. 

• The writer of Hebrews here is letting the Hebrew Christians know that 
Jesus is the high priest they should be seeking and not the physical high 
priest in Jerusalem. 

o The Old Covenant priests in Jerusalem had to bring sacrifices for 
their own sins but Jesus did not have to do that. He is the perfect high 
priest. 

• Who is the action on in this verse? 

• Notice that the action is on us – we have to draw near to the throne of 
grace, He is not going to come and find us. Do you know why? – Hebrews 
4:13  
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Hebrews 4:12 
What are the two words in this verse that describe the word of God? 
 
 
II Timothy 2:19 
II Peter 3:9  
 
Since the Bible is the living and active word of God, what does this mean today 
about all other books that we may read?  
 
 
What are the two things that this book can judge? 
 
  
What do you think the writer of Hebrews is trying to communicate here? 
 
   
Hebrews 4:13 
Where/When/What/Who can hide from God?  
 
I Corinthians 3:19-20 
 
 
Do you think there any craftiness going on inside the church these days?  
 
Titus 1:5 
 
 
Hebrews 4:14 
 
I Corinthians 5:7 
 
 
From what location is the great high priest listed as coming from? 
 
 
What does the eternal high priest allow us to do? 
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Hebrews 4:15 
What is it that causes someone to sin? 
 
James 1:14-15 
 
 
Did Jesus ever sin?  
 
 
Why didn’t Jesus sin? 
 
 
Galatians 5:16-17 
 
 
If Jesus never sinned, did he really come in the flesh? 
 
Hebrews 2:14-18 
II John 1:7-11 

 
Hebrews 4:16 
Why do we draw near to the throne of grace? 
 
 
 
Who is the action on in this verse?  


