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Hebrews 5:1 

• We have a high priest who can sympathize with our 
____________________. 

• We worship a holy God – and he is separated from sinners so He needed 
to put some intercessors in place to help make the relationship possible – 
thus the priesthood was established. 

• The writer is now going to help explain what a spiritual high priest does by 
using the example of the physical priesthood. The priests where descended 
from Aaron, Moses’ brother – to be these early representatives. Thus we 
see the term here “taken among men.” And obviously the way he is starting 
out that statement, makes it sound like that is going to cause some 
problems. 

• Exodus 28:1 
o This is where the first high priest – Aaron was consecrated, along 
with his sons.  

• These priests were 100% human like everybody else. They had to have 
their sins forgiven like everybody else. So the people could come 
confidently to the priests because he might be dealing with the same issues 
that you were. 

• As we learned last week and previously – Jesus was 100% human and His 
humanity was on full display while he was on earth.  He was tempted in all 
things yet did not sin – thus He is able to come to the aid of those who are 
tempted. Thus we can come confidentially to our high priest to get comfort 
as well. 

• What were high priests appointed to do? 

• Notice these men were appointed on behalf of men in things pertaining to 
God. 

o They were not appointed to commerce or to toil the ground or to rule 
over the people, they were appointed to minister the Holy things of 
God. 

• Why were the priests appointed to minister? – So they could offer gifts 
and sacrifices for sins. What is the difference between a gift and a 
sacrifice? 

o It is kind of interesting that this term is mentioned this way 3 times in 
the book of Hebrews with the word gift always coming first (8:3, 9:9) 

� From the scripture’s perspective, it appears that gifts are the 
bloodless sacrifices and the sacrifices are the ones that require 
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the life of the sacrifice – even though at times it appears the 
words can be used interchangeably.  

 
Hebrews 5:2 

• Why is it that the high priest is appointed on behalf of men? 
o So he can deal gently with the ignorant and misguided.  
o Why is he able to do this? Because he himself is also beset with 
weaknesses. When you took your sin offering to the priest under the 
Old Covenant, he could have been struggling with the same sin that 
you are bringing the offering for. 

o And it is because of this that he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins 
and also for himself. God set it up so that in order for there to be 
atonement, there had to be a sacrifice. In order for sins to be 
forgiven, a sacrifice has to be made. In order to get rid of weaknesses 
a sacrifice was necessary. 

� Philippians 2:7-11 

• So Christ emptied Himself and became a man so that he 
could be the sacrifice for us. Jesus as our high priest can 
sympathize with our weakness because He went through 
them but yet never gave in to them.  

o And just as a person needed the high priest under the Old Covenant 
to receive atonement for sins, every person under the New Covenant 
needs The Spiritual high priest for the forgiveness of sins. And just as 
the person that showed up to the physical high priest had to follow all 
of the rules to have their sins atoned for, the same is true that show 
up in front of the spiritual high priest. You don’t get to write your own 
ticket. 

o For it was up to the physical priests to tell the people whether a 
sacrifice was valid – Leviticus 10:8-11   

• Which group of priests is it that has access to God all the time – the 
catholic priests, the Mormon priests, Jewish priests? 

• And just as the physical priests under the Old Covenant were the only ones 
that had access to God, under the New Covenant, the priests are the only 
ones that still have 24-hour access to God.  

o I Peter 2:4-10 
� No it is the spiritual priesthood of Christians – the Holy people, 
the Living stones, God’s house. Those that offer up spiritual 
sacrifices all the time to God. 

o Acts 17:24-25 
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� So God cannot be served with human hands. It is going to take 
spiritual hands to get it done.  

 
Hebrews 5:3  

• What two groups of people did the priests have to offer sacrifices for? 
o The people and for himself 

• Which came first in the list? – the people 

• On the Day of Atonement, which did the high priest take care of first? 
o Himself then the people  

• The high priest had to make offerings for himself as well as the people – for 
example, 

o Leviticus 4:3-12 
 
Hebrews 5:4  

• Who is it that got to pick who the high priest was going to be? 

• So the priest did not get to pick themselves, they had to be picked by God 
– through the family of Aaron, and later the sons of Zadok. Are the people 
that claim to be priests today picked by God? 

o What happened under the old covenant if you tried to usurp the work 
of the priesthood? 

o Some men in the Old Testament tried to make their way into the 
Levite area and things did not turn out real well for them. 

� Uzziah tried to go into the temple to burn incense – and leprosy 
broke out on his forehead (2 Chronicles 26:16-20) 

� Numbers 16:10-11 

• So Korah wanted to be a priest and he built a following of 
people that were going to try and help him get in. 

� Numbers 16:20-24 
� Numbers 16:27-35  

• So the Old Covenant priests were appointed by God and so are the New 
Testament priests 

 
Hebrews 5:5  

• How many other books of the Bible mention Jesus as a high priest? 

• Notice that it says here that Christ did not do this in order to glorify Himself. 
o John 17:4-5 

� So Christ wanted that Glory that he had with the Father before 
the world was. 



Hebrews – A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 10 – Hebrews 5:1-6 

 

 4 

o Hebrews 1:1-3 
� Jesus “is” the radiance of the Father’s glory. This does not say 
He was but that he “is.” 

 

• This is the first inclination that we get from the book of Hebrews that Jesus 
being high priest had nothing to do with His earthly sojourn. This verse 
says that Jesus did not glorify Himself so as to become a high priest – but 
God said to him “You are my son, today I have begotten you.” So Jesus 
was placed as high priest when God told Him this statement – the day He 
was begotten.   

• So I guess the question is: 
 
When was Jesus begotten? 
Psalm 2:1-3 

• This is what Israel and Judah did. They took the stance that God could 
not see what they were doing down here. He does not care and He does 
not seem to be paying any attention.  

• Go back sometime and read some of the visions that God showed to 
Ezekiel the prophet. God brought him to the edge of the temple and had 
him dig a hole in the wall so he could see some of the things the 
Israelites were doing. And God asked him, can you believe what these 
people are doing down there? They were worshipping carvings, images 
on the wall and worshipping the sun. Of course, God could see all of that. 
And Ezekiel was privileged to see that through the vision. 

• All of mankind is saying there is no God or that He does not care what we 
do down here. Let’s get rid of those restrictions and tear those fetters 
apart. Let’s cast away those cords that bind us – the ones that prevent us 
from doing what we would like to do. 

• But here is the heavenly response. 
Psalm 2:4 

• So the Lord is laughing and He thinks the whole thing is ridiculous.  

• We see the same thing happening in our own country. Step by step in the 
public life, the name of Jesus Christ is being increasingly restricted. And 
just like in Canada, we are now starting to see the United States starting 
to punish folks for preaching against the homosexual movement. 

• What are these people doing? They are devising vain things. But He who 
sits in the heavens laughs.    

Psalm 2:5-6 
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• Look at what He said in His anger. “I have installed My King Upon Zion.” 

• That is why in verse 10 that the Psalmist says that the kings of the earth 
should show some discernment.  

Psalm 2:7-9 

• So God said, “You are My Son, Today I have begotten you.” Now the 
question is, what is the today? 

• Most people tend to think that Jesus is the begotten son of God because 
He was born of the virgin Mary. But if you just think about Psalm 2 here 
just a bit, it will let you know that the today had to do with Him being 
installed as King on Zion. 

• Now there are a lot of people who are really left behind in the scripture 
who are looking for Jesus to be installed as king on a hunk of rock where 
Jerusalem currently stands. They are looking for a future installation as 
Jesus as king on earthly Zion. But Jesus is already installed as king in 
Zion but this Zion is a much higher and more elevated place than that – 
heaven itself.  

• Now people will sometimes argue that to be begotten means to be born 
of a mother – which is true. But we must realize that when God 
communicates spiritual truths to us, He must do so in a language that 
already exists. Now, if you were God, what word would you use to 
describe a spiritual birth in any language since a spiritual birth had never 
happened before?  

• When He said “You are My Son, today I have begotten you,” as 
reference to Him being installed as king on Zion, He is taking the word 
begotten and He is giving it a spiritual application. He is defining that for 
us just like He has defined the word Glory.  

 
Acts 13:32-33 

• You will notice that the apostle Paul makes it very plain that the 
begotteness of Jesus has to do with His being raised up. He is quoting 
Psalm 2 to a Jewish audience to prove that the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is when He was begotten from the dead. So Paul is taking that 
term begotten and giving it a special meaning. 

• So what does Paul say the good news is here? The good news is that 
God has raised up Jesus in accordance with that Old Testament 
prophecy.  

 
Isaiah 55:1-5 
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• Now what you will notice in verse 3 is that God said he will make an 
everlasting covenant with you and that this would be in accordance with the 
faithful mercies shown to David. Now David was promised that his 
descendant would sit on the throne, that his descendant would reign over 
his house and that the throne, the house and the nation would last forever. 
And this son that would come would be the one to build the temple of the 
Lord. 

• Now on the initial look at this people thought it was Solomon. But 
Solomon’s line came to an end. When Jehoikim was taken captive to 
Jerusalem, then Jeremiah the prophet was instructed by God to say these 
words “Write this man down childless” (Jeremiah 22:30). So the line of 
David through Solomon without adoption came to an end. The line stopped.   

• So from 586 BC onward, there was no throne in Jerusalem, no king in 
Jerusalem and no nation. And yet David had all of the wonderful 
prophesies about his son reigning forever. And that is what Isaiah is 
working on in verse 3. 

• However the apostle Paul is going to help us translate this verse. He 
quotes this verse loosely in Acts 13. Paul is going to quote this from the 
LXX or the Septuagint – that is the Greek Old Testament. That was the 
version that was translated from Hebrew to Greek in Alexandria, Egypt.  

 
Acts 13:34   

• Verse 34 is the quotation from Isaiah 55. What we are driving at here are 
that the Holy and Sure blessings of David is a reference to Jesus taking His 
position on his throne. Paul’s message in Acts 13 is really parallel to 
Peter’s message in Acts chapter 2 which is what we would expect anyway. 
They are making the same points. The wording is slightly different because 
the Holy Spirit wanted these things recorded for our benefit in a 
multifaceted perspective. Just like you have to look at all the faces of a 
diamond to get the full effect, the Bible works in the same way.  

• So Jesus was begotten from the dead. “You are my Son. Today I have 
begotten you.” That has a reference to His resurrection from the dead but 
resurrection from the dead does not simply mean just bodily resurrection 
but resurrection from the dead means all the way to the heavenly throne.  

 
Hebrews 5:6  

• Jesus is a permanent priest of the order of Melchizedek.  Who is 
Melchizedek? 
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o Genesis 14:18-20 
� What two offices did Melchizedek hold? 

• King and Priest 
� When was the Old Testament priesthood established? 

• The Law of Moses 
� When was the Israelite kingship established? 

• King Solomon 
� Was Israel a nation at this point? 

• No 

• Now, we are not going to talk about Melchizedek that much at this point 
because there is a lot more detail about him in chapter 7. Why was Jesus 
not declared a priest forever according to the order of Aaron? 

o The answer to that question is going to side in the fact that 
Melchizedek is listed as both King and Priest in Hebrews 7.  

o Psalm 110:1-7 
� Notice where Christ is when he is declared a priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedek.   
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Hebrews 5:1 
We have a high priest who can sympathize with our ___________________. 
 
What were high priests appointed to do? 
 
 
Why were the priests appointed to minister? 
 
 
What is the difference between a gift and a sacrifice? 
 
 
Hebrews 5:2 
Why is it that the high priest is appointed on behalf of men? 
 
Philippians 2:7-11 
 
Which group of priests is it that has access to God all the time – the catholic 
priests, the Mormon priests, Jewish priests?  
 
I Peter 2:4-10 
Acts 17:24-25 
 
 
Hebrews 5:3  
What two groups of people did the priests have to offer sacrifices for? 
 
 
Which came first in the list? 
 
 
On the Day of Atonement, which did the high priest take care of first? 
 
 
Hebrews 5:4  
Who is it that got to pick who the high priest was going to be? 
 
 
 



Hebrews – A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 10 – Hebrews 5:1-6 

 

 9 

Hebrews 5:5  
How many other books of the Bible mention Jesus as high priest? 
 
When was Jesus begotten? 
 

 
Psalm 2:1-9 
Acts 13:32-34 
Isaiah 55:1-5 
II Corinthians 4:3-4 
 
 
Hebrews 5:6  
Who is Melchizedek? 
 
Genesis 14:18-20 
 
What two offices did Melchizedek hold? 
 
 
When was the Old Testament priesthood established? 
 
 
When was the Israelite kingship established? 
 
 
Was Israel a nation at this point? 
 
 
Why was Jesus not declared a priest forever according to the order of Aaron? 
 
 
Psalms 110:1-7 


