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Hebrews 7:1-2 

 Now the writer of Hebrews has made it to the section that he told the 
Hebrews they were not ready to hear a couple of chapters ago.  

 So the writer of Hebrews is going to explain in a little more detail who 
this Melchizedek is. This verse says that he is the king of Salem and 
the priest of the Most High God. 

o Was it possible, under the Jewish system, to be both king 
and priest at the same time? 

 No – kings came from the tribe of Judah and priests came 
from the tribe of Levi. 

 In fact, let’s take a look at how the first priest was chosen. 

 Numbers 17 
o What does the term “Salem” mean? 

 Peace  
o So this Melchizedek in the Greek was the “king of peace” and 

“king of righteousness.” Now that ought to start to give you a 
little hint about who this is. 

o Genesis 14:1-16 
 There is the setup for our story. Here comes Abraham – a 

mighty victor in this battle – and all of sudden he is met by 
the king of Salem – this is the first time this name is used 
and it appears this is the location that became Jerusalem. 

o Genesis 14:17-20 
 Was there even a king or a priesthood or a Jewish 

system setup at this point? The answer to that is of 
course – no. 

 That is all we read of Melchizedek in the Old Testament 
other than one other statement in the Psalms 110. 

 What items did Melchizedek use to bless Abraham? 
Melchizedek brought bread and wine to bless Abraham. 
Why do you think that was? This would be a foreshadow 
of the Lord’s Supper that would come later.  

 So who is this Melchizedek? 
o Now if you like to read commentaries, they will give you many 

ideas about who this is: 
 Most Jewish writers will tell you it is Shem – Noah’s son. 
 Some say it is a Canaanite king 
 Jesus Christ Himself 

o Let’s read on to see if we can find out who it is. 
o Notice here that it says it was the king of peace. 
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 Isaiah 9:6-7 
 So one of the prophesied names that would be given to 

Jesus Christ would be the prince of peace – which is one 
of the names that Melchizedek was called. 

 Which one of these two men was greater in stature? Which one 
blessed the other and which one paid a tenth to the other? 

o The greater always blesses the lower.    
 
Hebrews 7:3 

 The plans of the almighty are sometimes to big to fathom.  
o Galatians 3:19 

 Why did God institute the Law? The law was added 
because of transgressions. Because of the hard-
heartedness of mankind, God introduced the Law of 
Moses. 

o If it were not for this fleshly-mindedness God could have sent 
Jesus in Genesis chapter 3. But as it was, God had to work with 
the people for thousands of years in order to prepare them for 
the coming of His son. In order for the people to be prepared, 
He had to bring a special people into existence – Israel and 
give them their own covenant with their own priesthood. The 
challenge in this though was going to be to convince this 
special people that their covenant was temporary and would 
later be replaced by a better covenant with a better priesthood. 
But centuries before the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai, the 
almighty instituted this priesthood of Melchizedek and had 
made a special covenant with Abraham.     

 What type of family ancestry does Melchizedek have? 

 Notice that this Melchizedek has no lineage. Some of the 
commentaries will tell you that maybe they just did not know who his 
parents’ were. But this verse says that he was without mother and 
father and genealogy.  

 He had no beginning of days or end of life but made like the Son of 
God – Who does that sound like? Oh yeah, and by the way, He 
remains a priest perpetually or forever. Who does that sound like? 
Does that sound like Shem to you? Remember, the Jews cannot say 
it is Jesus Christ or they have a real problem.   

 
Hebrews 7:4-5 
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 Now this king of Salem should have been the lesser known of all of 
them who met that day, after all, Salem was just a tiny village. And 
the writer of Hebrews even lists Abraham as the patriarch but then 
lists Melchizedek as the greater of the two. So Melchizedek helped 
Abraham after the battle by bringing him nourishment. 

o But this sounds a lot like the description that was given of Jesus 
earlier. 

 Hebrews 2:16 

 So the priests were to receive tithes from their brethren just like our 
great High Priest of the order of Melchizedek is to receive our tithes 
and offerings.  

 Which part of his spoils did Abraham give to Melchizedek? 

 Notice that Abraham did give a tenth of the choicest spoils not what 
was leftover.  

 It is also evident from this scripture, in reference to the collection of 
tithes, that the priests in Israel were elevated above the people even 
though they were all descendants of Abraham. 

 
Hebrews 7:6-7 

 Now the Hebrew Christian would really have to think about this one. If 
Melchizedek collected tithes from Abraham, then his priesthood 
would be greater than that of Aaron, descendant of Abraham.   

 So like this verse says and like we read in chapter 6 – the lesser is 
always blessed by the greater. So the question is – if Abraham is 
considered the father of the faithful according to the scripture, and if 
Christians are all Abraham’s descendants according to the promise of 
the Holy Spirit, and if Abraham’s faith was so great that it was 
credited to him as righteousness, who was God going to find on 
earth great enough to bless Abraham?  

o Do you think Shem would have been able to do that? Was he 
more faithful than Abraham?  

o How about a Canaanite king? Would he be able to do that?   
o Who is the one person you can think of that would have 

been great enough to bless Abraham? 
o No there was only one person that was going to be able to do 

that – Jesus Christ Himself – the eternal High Priest of the 
order of Melchizedek. Now you really cannot prove that officially 
from the scripture but it is pretty plain.  
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 But how can this be since he did not show up until Matthew Chapter 
1? 

o John 8:48-56 
 Isn’t that interesting – Abraham rejoiced to see His day 

and was glad. When do you suppose that happened?  
 So according to Jesus, who was it that Abraham actually 

saw? 
 Now officially – this would probably be referring to the 

time when the 3 angels showed up at Abraham’s tent and 
where Abraham was told that within a year, he was going 
to have a son. But that was probably an Old Testament 
appearance of Jesus as well.  

o John 8:57-59 
 So Jesus here lets them know that before Abraham was 

born – I AM – in other words, He was claiming to be God 
in the flesh. And since He did that the Jews were planning 
on rocking Him to sleep. 

 Let’s go back and take a look at the first time the scripture 
uses this term “I AM” 

 In Zechariah 6:12-15, we see another prophecy of Jesus Christ. 

 What is Jesus is going to build (with the help of the Gentiles)? 

 What two offices does it say that Jesus Christ is going to hold? 
Notice that it says he would build the temple of the Lord and He 
would be both King and Priest. Notice that verse 15 says that it would 
be the Gentiles (those who are far off) that would help build this 
temple of the Lord. 

o I Corinthians 3:16-17 
o II Corinthians 6:16 
o Ephesians 2:21 
o Revelation 7:15 

 So according to the New Testament, where does the New 
Testament temple reside today? – In every Christian  

 So the temple is no longer a physical temple but a 
spiritual one. 

 How about the tabernacle? 
o Acts 15:14-20 
o Revelation 13:6 
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 So according to the New Testament, the temple or 
tabernacle that was to be rebuilt by the Gentiles is the 
spiritual church of the Living God. 

 
So Jesus Christ is the High Priest of the order of Melchizedek as opposed 
to Aaron. Christ is our eternal High Priest. What does the word eternal 
mean?  

 II Corinthians 4:18 – That means that Christ’s priesthood cannot be 
seen but it is the priesthood that is going to last.  

 
In the OT, people could not go directly to God, There were rare exceptions 
like Samuel’s mother praying directly to God and David went directly to 
God. But most Jews never went to God with anything. 
 
So Jesus is our high priest of the order of Melchizedek. And we are also 
members of the priesthood of Melchizedek ourselves through salvation. 
And just like the Jews had to go through the high priest to get to God, so do 
we.  
 
I Peter 2:9-10  
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Hebrews 7:1-2 
Was it possible, under the Jewish system, to be both king and priest at the 
same time? 
 
 
Was there even a king or a priesthood or a Jewish system setup at this 
point?  
 
 
What does the term “Salem” mean? 
 
Genesis 14:1-20 
What items did Melchizedek use to bless Abraham?  
 
 
Which one of these two men was greater in stature?  
 
 
Hebrews 7:3 
Galatians 3:19 
Why did God institute the Law?  
 
 
What type of family ancestry does Melchizedek have? 
 
 
 
Hebrews 7:4-5 
Which part of his spoils did Abraham give to Melchizedek? 
 
 
Hebrews 7:6-7 
Who was God going to find on earth great enough to bless Abraham?  
 
 
Who is the one person you can think of that would have been great enough 
to bless Abraham? 
 
John 8:48-59 
Zechariah 6:12-15 
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What is Jesus is going to build (with the help of the Gentiles)? 
 
 
What two offices does it say that Jesus Christ is going to hold?  
 
 
What does the word eternal mean?  
 
 
I Peter 2:9-10 
 
 


