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Hebrews 7:8 

• The mortal men part of this verse is talking about men who can 
die. So it is dying men who are to receive tithes. And the writer 
of the book of Hebrews is referring the Levitical priesthood in 
this case. Under the Jewish system, why were the Levitical 
priests the only ones that received tithes? 

o Well, they were the only group that was not given an 
inheritance in the Promised Land. When the land was 
divided up, they would live in cities of refuge but there 
was no land inheritance for them. So it was written they 
would get their living from the tithes of the Hebrews.     

• However, in the case we are referring to here, it is being 
received by a living person. And it is kind of interesting that 
almost the exact same wording about Melchizedek living on is 
mentioned about Jesus Christ in verse 25. 

• So when you are asked whether Christians should tithe, 
remember, Abraham the father of the faithful tithed. And since 
all Christians are of the “seed of Abraham” (Galatians 3:29), 
then we should tithe as well.   

• So there in Heaven Christ receives tithes – as long as disciples 
give them.  

 
Hebrews 7:9-10 

• What is this verse letting us know about the priesthood of 
Melchizedek as compared to the priesthood of Aaron? 

• Basically this verse is letting us know that Levi, through whom 
the physical priesthood would come, was not even born when 
Melchizedek received the tithes from Abraham. So this verse is 
just letting us know that the priesthood of Melchizedek is 
superior to the priesthood of Aaron. And that is done by 
showing that the whole Hebrew nation represented by Abraham 
paid tithes to Melchizedek. 

• The meaning the writer is bringing out here is not the fact that 
the priesthood of Christ is just a continuation of the eternal 
priesthood of Melchizedek, but the priesthood of Melchizedek is 
a type of the eternal priesthood of Jesus Christ. For it was He 
that would come and be the eternal high priest of the order of 
Melchizedek – the true owner of the eternal priesthood. Would 
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it have made any sense if a person would have showed up 
in Genesis 14 that was named Jesus Christ and explained 
this eternal priesthood? 

• So the priesthood of Melchizedek was superior to the Levitical 
priesthood, just as Christ’s priesthood was superior to the 
Levitical priesthood. Remember, the writer of Hebrews is trying 
to keep the Hebrews from going back into Judaism. And he is 
trying to keep them focused on Jesus Christ – knowing that the 
coming siege of Jerusalem is right around the corner.   

 
Hebrews 7:11 

• According to this verse, what is God’s stated purpose? – 
Perfection 

• Now this verse makes it absolutely clear that the writer has 
written this book for the attention of Jews that had become 
Christians and were now in danger of embracing Judaism 
again. Gentiles that had become Christians would in no way 
think that perfection came through the Levitical priesthood. 

• As we have mentioned in this class many times before, 
perfection of its people is what God wants and what He has 
always wanted. We can see that in statements like was made in 
Matthew 5:48. That is the focus of God.  

• What group was not going to be able to bring about that 
purpose?  

o The Levitical Priesthood 

• Did the Old Testament law have the components in it – to 
be able to perfect people? – According to this verse, it did not. 

o Was/Is the law bad? 
� I Timothy 1:8-11 

• So the law is not bad as long as one uses it 
lawfully. 

o Why was the law created? 
� Galatians 3:16-24 

• It was created because of transgressions 
o Romans 8:3-4 

� The scripture is always very clear on this point: the 
Law was not able to bring about righteousness in 
the sons of men. But God sent his Son and He 
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condemned sin and in the flesh. And then through 
His life, death, burial and resurrection and 
ascension to glory, the Son could then send the 
Spirit. And it is the Spirit of Christ that can produce 
those who fulfill the righteous requirement of the 
Law. 

� And just as Aaron became the first High Priest and 
ushered in the Law of the Old Covenant on Mt 
Sanai, when Jesus became the High Priest of the 
order of Melchizedek, the law had to change. And 
with this, Jesus ushered in the “new and living way” 
as listed in the scripture – and it was going to be 
through the realm of faith. 

o Psalm 110:4 
� So the writer of Hebrews had this astounding 
declaration in mind when he was penning all of 
these statements. But this declaration, which was 
drafted centuries after the Levitical priesthood was 
operative, shows that God never did expect that 
Christianity, perfection or righteousness, would 
come through the Jewish system. It was going to 
come through a system greater than the Jewish 
system.  

o The Jewish system would not allow you to draw near to 
God. The whole system of the Old Testament was 
designed to keep the Jew away from God because of 
their sin. God hates sin and they had no way to take care 
of it – other than these Old Testament atonements. But in 
those was a reminder of sins year by year (Hebrews 
10:3). 

o Hebrews 7:18-19 
� But under the New Covenant of Jesus and since we 
can now participate in the forgiveness of sins and 
not merely atonement, we are able to draw near to 
God 24 hours a day. Remember, God let us know 
that the veil has been torn and we are now able to 
be near God all the time. That is why we are to 
worship and serve him night and day joyfully in the 
temple.  
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o Galatians 3:21 
� So the law was not able to impart life or 
righteousness, that is why Christ had to come along 
and then become the High Priest of the order of 
Melchizedek to usher in the New Law of Christ so 
God could impart life to Christians through the Holy 
Spirit.  
 

Hebrews 7:12 

• Which has to come first, the changing of the law or the 
changing of the priesthood? 

o The priesthood 

• Some commentators will say that only the ceremonial laws and 
sacrifices were taken out of the way, but the 10 commandments 
and so forth would stay. So let me get this straight, we are 
going to keep the 10 commandments but we are going to get 
rid of all the sacrifices and atonements that could do something 
about the breaking of the 10 commandments.  

• But this verse says nothing about the keeping of part of the Old 
Testament, but says that the law was changed to that of our 
Messiah. We need to remember that Christ shifted the 10 
commandments to a higher plain during His earthly sojourn 
anyway. Let’s take a look at a couple of examples. 

o Matthew 5:21-22 
o Matthew 5:27-28 
o Matthew 5:33-34 
o Matthew 5:38-39 

• So according this verse, the Old Covenant Law was replaced 
by the New Covenant Law of Christ. Does that make sense to 
anybody? 

o Matthew 5:18 
� So the first question is – is heaven and earth still 
here? 

� So does that mean the Old Testament Law is still 
here?  

• Yes it does – So what is going on here? 
o What is the purpose of the Law for the non-Christian? 

� Galatians 3:23-29 
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• So the law was our tutor that lead us to Christ 
� I Timothy 1:8-14 

• So the Law is good if one uses it lawfully. In 
other words, preachers and teachers of Jesus 
Christ need to bring the truth-seeking non-
Christian face to face with the facts of the Old 
Covenant Law so they realize the fact they are 
a sinner in the eyes of God. This is part of the 
proclamation of the Gospel. 

• The hearer that recognizes they are a sinner 
will then cry for a release from the bondage of 
sin. And then the cross of Christ is placed in 
front of them as the place where Christ shed 
His blood for their sins. 

o What about for the Christian?  
� Colossians 2:14-17 

• So the Old Covenant rituals, sacrifices and 
laws were just a foreshadow of what was to 
come under the New Covenant. 

• Galatians 2:19 
o So the Christian has been crucified with 
Christ so that he or she might live to 
God. They have thus died to the Law. 

• Galatians 2:20 
o Since the person that was under the 
Law no longer lives, the law no longer 
has any jurisdiction. When criminals are 
convicted of crimes and sentenced to 
life in prison, they are only under the law 
until they die. Once they are dead, there 
is no longer any jurisdiction of the law. 

o So it is no longer the person that lives, 
but Christ, the sinless Son of God, that 
now lives in his/her body. Thus the 
person is free from the Law and he is 
now under the Law of Jesus Christ – the 
New Covenant. This is all done through 
the Holy Spirit 
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o The Christian should now live by faith. If 
they look in the mirror and see the same 
sin-ravaged body as before, they are not 
looking at it with faith. They should look 
at themselves as a Christian (“little 
Christ”), a sinless son of God. That is 
called living by the faith. Consider 
yourself as dead to sin (Romans 6). 

• Galatians 2:21 
o Most studiers of the Bible realize that if 
they are going to be judged by the Law, 
they would have a doomed eternity. 
They realize that it is only by the grace 
of God that has allowed them to escape 
the Old Covenant Law. 

o Paul recognized that the Old Covenant 
law could not produce righteousness but 
only the Law of Christ, through the Holy 
Spirit, can.  

o Romans 8:1-4 
� Who is the Law going to be 
fulfilled in? – Christians  

� Romans 7:1-6 

• The Christian is Free from the Old Testament 
Law. It is called freedom in Christ. 

o So a person remains bound by the Old Covenant until 
they die to the law through their immersions into Jesus 
Christ and then they are no longer bound by the Old 
Covenant Law. They are now a bond-servant of Jesus 
Christ. If a person has not died to the Law, they will be 
judged by it. 

o But if a person dies to the Law they are no longer bound 
by it, but they are free in Christ.  

 
Hebrews 7:13-14 

• Who is the “One” here mentioned in the first part of the 
verse?   

o Answered later on in verse 14 – the Lord 
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• The statement says “it is evident that Christ descended from 
Judah.” How would the Jewish Christian know that Jesus is 
descended from Judah? They would know that through the 
genealogies and prophecies.  

• Both Matthew and Luke in the listing of the genealogy let you 
know that Christ was descended from Judah. 

o By the way, Matthew lists Joseph’s genealogy and Luke 
lists Mary’s genealogy just in case you were wondering. 

o Revelation 5:5 

• Who is/was the group (tribe) that officiated at the altar? 

• And since He was from Judah He was not allowed to officiate 
as priest at an earthly altar. There was a king from Judah that 
tried it under the Old Covenant: 

o II Chronicles 26:16-21 

• What were the things spoken that is referred to here? 
o Verse 11 

• Did Jesus meet the physical requirements to be a high 
priest? 

o No  
 

Hebrews 7:15-17 

• Again the writer of Hebrews has been working on the fact that 
the Priesthood of Jesus Christ is greater than that of the Old 
Covenant priesthood – so the Christians of Jerusalem should 
stand firm with Jesus Christ.  

• According to this verse, what was the problem with the Old 
Testament priesthood? 

o Characteristics of Old Covenant Priests 
� Sinful 
� Many Priests  
� Yearly, repeated sacrifices 
� They were prevented by death from continuing. 

• What was different about the Melchizedek priesthood 
requirement? 

o Characteristics of a New Covenant Priest 
� Sinless 
� One Priest  
� One Sacrifice 
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� Indestructible Life – A spiritual priest.  

• Remember the law was added as a temporary thing because of 
the hardness of heart of the Hebrews. 

o Mark 10:2-5 
� So according to Jesus, it sounded like the Law was 
a temporary thing in the mind of God all along.  

• How long does this high priest of Melchizedek last? 

• But Jesus became high priest, not on the basis of a law or 
physical requirement, but He became such on the basis of an 
indestructible life.  

• But then in the last part of this section, the writer of Hebrews 
goes on to explain what he meant by the term “indestructible 
life” when he said “you are a priest forever according to the 
order of Melchizedek.”  

o The focus is on the word forever.  
o And just like we learned earlier in this chapter that 
Melchizedek had no beginning and no ending to his Life, 
Christ in the same way has no beginning and no ending 
to His life as far as mortal man is concerned.  

• Christ’s priesthood is therefore much greater than that of the 
Levitical priesthood.  
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Hebrews 7:8 
Under the Jewish system, why were the Levitical priests the only 
ones that received tithes? 
 
Genesis 28:10-22 
 
 
Hebrews 7:9-10 
What is this verse letting us know about the priesthood of 
Melchizedek as compared to the priesthood of Aaron? 
 
 
Hebrews 7:11 
According to this verse, what is God’s stated purpose?  
 
 
What group was not going to be able to bring about that purpose?  
 
 
Did the Old Testament law have the components in it – to be able to 
perfect people? 
 
 
Hebrews 7:12 
Which has to come first, the changing of the law or the changing of 
the priesthood? 
 
 
Hebrews 7:13-14 
Who is the “One” here mentioned in the first part of the verse?   
 
 
How would the Jewish Christian know that Jesus is descended from 
Judah?  
 
 
Who is/was the group (tribe) that officiated at the altar? 
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What were the things spoken that is referred to here? 
 
Did Jesus meet the physical requirements to be a high priest? 
 
 
Hebrews 7:15-17 
According to this verse, what was the problem with the Old 
Testament priesthood? 
 
 
What was different about the Melchizedek priesthood requirement? 
 
 
How long does this high priest of Melchizedek last? 
 
 


