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Hebrews 7:18 

• Which commandment is being set aside here?   
o Whole law; next verse 

• What two adjectives are used to describe the Law in this verse? 

• God gets rid of the Old Covenant law because it is useless as far as 
the New Covenant is concerned. Remember if we are Christians, we 
have died to the Law. It is dead to us. 

• So when we became Christians, we set aside the Law – the Law was 
fraught with Weaknesses. And it was only to be used until the “seed” 
was to come and bring the new Law.  

o Galatians 3:15-22  
� So God never did consider the Law or Jewish system to 

be complete. It was going to be used until the “seed” 
would come. And once Jesus was revealed as that “seed” 
as was listed above, the law was set aside.  

� The moral code of the Law was simple – you keep the 
whole thing or you die. Sacrifices and atonements were 
built in to the whole thing to help cover up the guilt but 
there was nothing in the Law to help the Israelites obey 
the Law. 

� Why was the Law considered weak? – it had nothing in it 
that could make the people righteous, it left them dead. It 
could only handle overt action and it could do nothing with 
inward desire. There was no Holy Spirit that could help 
them out either. The Law had to be replaced in order to 
change hearts and make people righteous.     

 
Hebrews 7:19 

• According to verse 19, what was the problem with the Law? 
o Made nothing perfect 

• There was nothing written in the Old Testament Law that could 
motivate a person to live a righteous life, to forgive them when they 
goofed up, nor provide them with any help in this forgiveness or 
obedience of the Law.  

• The whole purpose of the Old Covenant rituals and sacrifices was to 
keep them from drawing near to God. God hates sin and does not 
want it at all in His presence.   

• On the other hand, what does this new priesthood bring us? 
o Better Hope 
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� Hebrews 3:6, 6:11, 6:18-19, 10:23, 11:1 

• What can we do with this ___________________________ that 
we have? 

o So the New Covenant brings in this better hope which is 
founded on the process of a Christian being able to draw near 
to God. In fact, we are even commanded to do so. 

� James 4:8 

• This is one of those things that if man takes care of 
his side, God will fulfill His side of the bargain.  

 
Hebrews 7:20-22 

• Who gave the high priest of the order of Melchizedek his oath?   
o (Almighty God) - Psalm 110:4 

• By the way, when this verse says that the Lord has sworn and will not 
change His mind, though art a priest forever according to the order of 
Melchizedek, that means that He will never again will a change in the 
Law. We are not going back to an Old Covenant Law based on the 
Israelites, no matter what the Left Behind series says. So Christ’s 
priesthood is now the permanent priesthood and it is not going to be 
laid aside and replaced by another. This New Covenant spiritual 
priesthood was the whole purpose of God to begin with. 

• How is Jesus the guarantee of a better covenant? 
o Well by reason of His life, His death, His burial and 

resurrection, and His ascension to the right hand of God as the 
High Priest of the order of Melchizedek, where He now makes 
constant intercession for the saints of God. 

o Acts 17:29-31 
� So God furnished proof to all men that Christ was the one 

by raising him from the dead.  
o Acts 5:29-32 

� Jesus was exalted to the right hand of God so He could 
be Prince and Savior and so that He could grant 
repentance to Israel and the forgiveness of sins. 

o Acts 2:29-36 
� Jesus was exalted to the right hand of God so He could 

be Lord (Jehovah) and Christ (Messiah)  
o In fact, Jesus was declared to be the following at His 

ascension: Prince, Savior, Jehovah, Messiah, High Priest of the 



A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 16 – Chapter 7:18-28 

3 

 

order of Melchizedek, the Chief Cornerstone, Law Giver and 
Judge.  

• So the New Covenant is being looked at in contrast to the Old 
Covenant. The Old Testament laws and sacrifices were part of the 
Old Jewish system and were passing away under the terms of the 
New Covenant. 

• So if you stop to think about that for just a second, it is truly amazing. 
So God set up a System of Law knowing all along that it would be 
superseded by a superior Law down the road. Or that God set up a 
physical nation (Israel) out of which a new spiritual nation (Christians) 
would arise. 

 
Hebrews 7:23-25 

• Why were there so many priests under the old covenant? 
o Because they were flesh and died 

• Joseph Caiaphas was high priest while Christ was going through His 
trials. He was high priest from AD 26-35. And he was the 67th priest 
to come along since the line of Aaron.  

• The thing to keep in mind is that the priesthood needed to be 
changed. Throughout the years, the office of high priest had been 
inhabited by evil and corrupt men – even so much so that Jesus said 
they had desecrated the temple. 

o Matthew 21:13 
� So obviously the high priest could be just as corrupt as 

the rest of the priests. 

• They have obviously been corrupt because Acts chapter 6 was very 
sure to point out that even the priests were become obedient to the 
faith of the Christ. 

o Acts 6:7 
� So obviously those priests were a mess of a group of 

people. 

• According to verse 25, what does Jesus live forever to do? 
o To make intercession – which is the job of a high priest – to 

intercede between man and God.  He lives forever to save 
forever those who draw near to God. 

• So how great is the difference in comparison between the physical 
high priest of Israel and our great high priest of the order of 
Melchizedek? He is pure, undefiled, and seated in the heavens at the 
right hand of God. He is above reproach but yet he can understand 
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our weaknesses and sympathize with them. He has been through the 
same temptations that we have and He is able to come to the aid of 
those who are being tempted. It is better to have a spiritual high priest 
that we can’t see rather than an earthly one that we can see – who is 
beset with weaknesses. 

• According to verse 25, how do we draw near to God? 
o Through Jesus 

� But how is this done? 

• Hebrews 10:19-22 
o Notice that it takes us having our bodies 

washed with pure water – what does that 
sound like? 

o Now sometimes when you talk to people, they 
will tell you that this verse says you can be 
sprinkled. But this verse says to have our 
hearts sprinkled not our bodies, which lets you 
know that your immersions into Jesus Christ 
do have Spiritual connotations.  

• The word forever in this verse comes from the Greek word “panteles” 
which means “full-ended, entire, complete, uttermost” 

 
Hebrews 7:26 

• What is the first quality listed about our high priest? 
o Holy 

• What is the second quality listed about our high priest? 
o Innocent  

• What is the third quality listed about our high priest? 
o Undefiled 

• What is the fourth quality listed about our high priest? 
o Notice this verse says that Christ is separated from sinners. 

There seems to be a common thread in churches today that 
Christians are all just a bunch of forgiven sinners – and anyone 
that says that has no idea as to what the New Testament is 
talking about.  

o This verse says that Christ is separated from sinners – that 
means He does not want anything to do with them – does that 
sound like God thinks His church is filled with sinners? No this 
verse lets you know that the church is not filled with sinners but 
saints – Amen. 
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• What is the fifth quality listed about our high priest? 
o This verse also says that Christ was exalted above the 

heavens. That means He is the head of all things. That is why 
the scripture can make comments like the following: 

� Ephesians 1:18-23 

• So He is head of all things to the church – All things. 
 
Hebrews 7:27 

• How often did the priests under the old Covenant have to atone 
for their own sins? 

o Daily  

• The high priests under the Old Covenant were always required to 
make offerings for their own sins first – so they were then clean to 
make the offerings for the rest of Israel.  

• How many times did our high priest have to atone for sins? 
o Notice this verse says that since He is not sinful He does not 

need to daily offer up sacrifices for himself. But He was able to 
take care of that sacrifice once by the offering of Himself.  

• Those Old Testament sacrifices were repeated every day, week, 
month, year but Christ was able to take care of the sacrifice for sins 
once for all. Plus Christ took care of sins not in an earthly tabernacle 
but a heavenly tabernacle.  

• This verse says that His sacrifice as once for all.  

• What is the Greek word for once for all? And what does it mean? 
o Once for all comes from the Greek word – ephapax – which 

means “once” without the possibility of repetition.  
� This word is very significant and is used in only a few 

places in the scripture. 

• I Peter 3:18 

• Jude 1:3 

• Hebrews 9:12 

• Hebrews 9:26 

• Hebrews 9:27 

• Hebrews 9:28 

• Hebrews 12:27 

• So in this verse, the finality and the completeness of Christ’s sacrifice 
and ultimate offering of His blood in heaven once is contrasted with 
the incompleteness of the Hebrew priests offering the sacrifices year 
after year after year. 
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Hebrews 7:28 

• Enough said.  
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Hebrews 7:18 
Which commandment is being set aside here?   
 
 
What two adjectives are used to describe the Law this verse? 
 
 
Hebrews 7:19 
According to verse 19, what was the problem with the Law? 
 
 
On the other hand, what does this new priesthood bring us? 
 
 
What can we do with this ___________________________ that we have? 
 
 
Hebrews 7:20-22 
Who gave the high priest of the order of Melchizedek his oath?   
 
 
How is Jesus the guarantee of a better covenant? 
  
 
Hebrews 7:23-25 
Why were there so many priests under the old covenant?  
 
 
According to verse 25, what does Jesus live forever to do? 
 
 
According to verse 25, how do we draw near to God?   
 
 
Hebrews 7:26 
What is the first quality listed about our high priest? 
 
 
What is the second quality listed about our high priest? 
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What is the third quality listed about our high priest? 
 
 
What is the fourth quality listed about our high priest? 
 
 
What is the fifth quality listed about our high priest? 
 
 
Hebrews 7:27 
How often did the priests under the old Covenant have to atone for their 
own sins? 
 
 
How many times did our high priest have to atone for sins? 
 
 
 
What is the Greek word for “once for all?”  
 
__________________________________ 
 
 
And what does it mean? 
   
 
Hebrews 7:28 


