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Hebrews 8:1 

• Is there anything interesting in the fact that it says that the 
high priest “took his seat”? 

o We never hear of priests sitting down 

• Where is the priest located in relation to the throne? 
o At the right hand 

• The writer of Hebrews tells us that this is the main point – and if 
he says it is the main point, then it is the main point. What is 
that main point? Well, we have a high priest that has taken his 
seat at the right hand of God.  

o A lot of folks will say that the central theme of the Bible is 
the death of Christ on the cross. And we will all admit that 
it is a very important part of the puzzle but is that the 
primary focus of the scripture. In the last chapter, we had 
a chance to look at a couple of sets of scripture that seem 
to focus on the ascension of Jesus Christ as the most 
important day (Acts 2:29-36, Acts 5:29-32) 

o But according the writer of Hebrews, and he will go on to 
talk more about this later, but his main point is that Christ 
is the High Priest by reason of his exaltation to the right 
hand of God. 

o Where is the ultimate location of this throne? 
� In the heavens 

o Hebrews 1:1-3 
� Christ made purification of sins in heaven when He 

sprinkled His own blood the true tabernacle and 
then He sat down at the right hand of God. Notice 
the Christ thought enough of you first to take care of 
that sin problem before He took his seat on the 
throne. 

o Romans 8:34 
� Notice where the scripture puts the emphasis – is it 

on the death of Christ or is it on the ascension of 
Jesus Christ? 

o Romans 5:8-10 
� Notice where the much mores put the emphasis – it 

goes after the death of Christ and onto His blood 
reconciliation which occurred in heaven – before He 
took His seat at the right hand of God. 
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• The right hand is the power position by the way – if you ever 
study that out in the scripture. 

 
Hebrews 8:2 

• What does it say the high priest did in the sanctuary? 

• This is interesting – notice that it says that Christ is seating and 
a minister (or servant) though he is seated. So in the 
tabernacles and temples on earth, how many times did the high 
priest get to sit down inside those structures? – None – This is 
just another indication of who we are dealing with – He does 
not need to keep sacrificing or performing others services for 
sin – His sacrifice and offering of His blood worked once for all. 

• So the first place where He is a minister is in the sanctuary (  - 
a Greek word which can also mean “holy things”) and some 
commentators will say that it means heaven itself. 

• Where else did the high priest minister? 
o And the second place where He is a minister is in the true 

tabernacle. 

• How do we know it is the “true” tabernacle? 
o The Lord pitched, not man.  

• Where would the true tabernacle be referring to? Is there an 
actual tabernacle or temple in heaven? In Hebrews 9, we are 
going to find out that the place where Jesus went that the Lord 
pitched not man was heaven itself.  

o Isaiah 6:1 
o Psalm 11:4 

• Acts 7:48-50 
o So Steven said that the Lord cannot dwell in houses 

made by human hands but heaven is the place where he 
dwells.  

• Acts 17:24 
o And Paul also said that the Lord cannot dwell in temples 

made with hands. 

• Since Christians are the true temple or tabernacle of God, 
Christ is now the minister of the church.  

 
Hebrews 8:3 

• What two things does the high priest offer? 
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o Gifts and Sacrifices 

• What sacrifice(s) was Jesus going to be able to offer? 

• Our great high priest sacrificed the only thing he could to save 
mankind – Himself. And unlike all of the priests under the Old 
Covenant, His sacrifice only had to be offered once.  

o Hebrews 7:27, 9:12, 9:26, 9:28, 10:12 

• According to the scripture what is the greatest show of love 
there is? 

o John 15:13 
� Jesus showed the greatest love there is by the 

sacrifice of Himself on the cross of Calvary.  
o Romans 5:6-8 

� At the right time, God sent his Son to die for the 
ungodly and He demonstrated His love toward us in 
that as well. 

� God gave us the ultimate demonstration of his love 
toward us by Jesus’ willingness to die for us on the 
cross. 

� But the scripture says that “at the right time Christ 
died for the ungodly.” Take out the word ungodly 
and put your name in there. I think that was also put 
in there to keep any of us from getting to much pride 
as well. None of us ever lived a perfectly righteous 
life. One did so everything is going to be through 
Him. 

� When did this death take place? – At the right time 
or “on time”. God had a plan from the beginning and 
continues to execute that plan. So precisely on 
Passover, 30 AD, Jesus was crucified, just like the 
Old Testament prophets had prophesied. Why 
wasn’t he killed earlier? It wasn’t the right time. 

• The human race was not prepared enough 

• The Jewish system was not established 
enough 

• The synagogue was not distributed enough 

• The Greek language was not spread far 
enough 
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• Roman Order and Roman Roads had not 
been built enough 

� So it happened at the right time – God’s time – 
when everything was prepared 

• So his point here is – One might die for a 
righteous man but it would be more likely for 
one to die for a good man (or a good friend) 
but who is going to die for the ungodly and 
sinners. So Jesus died for the Scum of the 
earth but the Scum of the earth included all of 
us. 

• What gift(s) was Jesus going to be able to offer? 
o How about the gift of the Holy Spirit 

 
Hebrews 8:4 

• Why couldn’t Jesus have been a high priest while on 
earth? 

o Christ was not of the tribe of Levi or Aaron so therefore 
He was not qualified by genealogy to be a high priest on 
earth – Numbers 18:1-7.  

• Priests who offer gifts on earth, offer them according to 
what? 

o The Law 

• Levites could even be killed if they did not perform the proper 
service they had been assigned by tribe. 

o Aaron / Moses (Priests) – Performed Daily Services and 
prepared the items in the tabernacle to be moved.  

o Kohathites – Transport “the Holy Things” They were 
warned 3 times in Numbers 4 not to infringe on the work 
of the priests (Numbers 4:15,18,20)  

o Gershomites – Transport the tabernacle curtains and/or to 
keep watch over the curtains as they were being 
transported. 

o Merarites – Guardians of the wooden frames and pillars 
as they were carried in wagons. 

 
Hebrews 8:5 
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• Which things are true, the heavenly things or the earthly 
things? 

o The heavenly things 

• What two terms are used to describe the earthly things as 
compared to the heavenly? 

o Shadow and Copy 

• The things of the Old Covenant that had to be served while on 
earth were just a shadow of the heavenly things - Colossians 
2:16-17 – and that is one of the things the book of Hebrews 
does a great job in bringing out. All of earthly things pale in 
comparison to Christ and the heavenly things – but it must be 
seen by the realm of faith. 

o The Old Testament priesthood with its ordinances and so 
forth pointed forward to the New Testament priesthood to 
come.  

o The Old Covenant is a photocopy of the New Covenant. 

• What pattern did Moses see on the mountain, heavenly or 
earthly? 

o Heavenly 

• So Moses was warned to make all things according the pattern 
o Exodus 25:9 
o Exodus 25:40 
o Exodus 26:30 

• This was such an important topic that Steven, when he was 
speaking his last words on earth, he decided to bring this out. 

o Acts 7:42-44 
� He probably brought this out to help show these 

leaders that Moses was following God, but these 
leaders and the Jews were not. 

• So Moses was shown exactly how to build the tabernacle and 
all the furnishings. And he was warned to build those according 
the pattern. These were not just building instructions; it had 
warnings attached to it.  

• What would have happened if Moses would not have 
followed the pattern?  

o He was not to make additions, subtractions or make any 
substitutions.  

� There are some similar warnings like this today 
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• Revelation 22:18-19 

• Galatians 1:8-9    

• God is a God of patterns. When he created the animals back 
there in Genesis, God said over and over and over, that the 
animals would be made “after their kind.” In other words, a bird 
is a bird is a bird and they will always be birds. That is the 
pattern God set forth. An ostrich and a hummingbird are both 
made from the same pattern.  

• But God has always been a God of patterns – whether it is for 
animals or for the altars that were built in Israel under the Old 
Covenant. And He wants that pattern to be followed. 

• Is there a pattern for church in the pages of the New 
Testament? Absolutely. Remember it is His church we would 
be trying to build on – Man has no authority to override the 
written instructions of Jesus Christ. So Christ built the church 
and He was put in place as the chief cornerstone. Does any 
human have the right to build otherwise or to add to what is 
written in His Holy Word? - No 

• So if God required Moses to proceed exactly according to the 
pattern under the Old Covenant, what do you think God 
requires for the church today? How about the Christian? In both 
of these cases, all things should be done according the pattern 
that God has set forth. 

• Is there a pattern for becoming a Christian in the New 
Testament? If you study out the conversion accounts given in 
Acts, you will see that there is. You must: 

o Hear the word – Romans 10:17 
o Believe in Jesus Christ and what He did – Luke 8:12, Acts 

16:31  
o Confess Jesus’ name as Christ – Matthew 10:32, 

Romans 10:9 
o Repent of your sins – Luke 13:3, Acts 2:38 
o Be immersed for the forgiveness of your sins – Acts 2:38, 

Acts 22:16, Mark 16:16 
o Hold Fast to the Word – I Corinthians 15:2 

 
Hebrews 8:6 
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• Jesus is the ___________________________ of a better 
covenant. 

• What does a person do in that position? 

• What is a mediator? – The word “Mediator” means to go 
between. So Jesus is the executor of His own will. 

o Moses was a mediator 
� Exodus 20:19-21 

o Who is our mediator today? 
� I Timothy 2:5 – Jesus Christ 

• A will is of course something that you type up that tells how to 
distribute your property and possession after your death. A 
covenant is exactly the same as will except that it is a will with 
terms. 

o So if I said in my will – my wife gets the car in the front 
yard that does not work – then at my passing she gets the 
car. That is a will. Now if I said, If my wife is able to push 
the car from the mud by herself from the front-yard, then 
the car is hers. Then at my passing, as long as she was 
able to push the car from the front yard, she would get the 
car. That is a covenant because it has conditions tied to it. 

o And essentially a testament is the same thing as a will, so 
all of these terms have essentially the same meaning – 
will, covenant and testament. 

• But the great thing about this covenant of Christ is the great 
promises it is founded on. 

o New Covenant Promises 
� The gift of the Holy Spirit – Acts 2:38 
� New Heavenly Home – John 14:1-6 
� New Body – I Corinthians 15 
� Eternal Life – John 3:16 

 



A Superior Look from Heaven 
 Week 17 – Hebrews 8:1-6 

 

 8 

Hebrews 8:1 
Is there interesting in the fact that it says that the high priest “took his 
seat”? 
 
 
Where is the priest located in relation to the throne? 
 
 
Where is the ultimate location of this throne? 
 
 
Hebrews 8:2 
What does it say the high priest did in the sanctuary? 
 
 
Where else did the high priest minister? 
 
 
How do we know it is the “true” tabernacle? 
 
 
Hebrews 8:3 
What two things does the high priest offer? 
 
 
What sacrifice(s) was Jesus going to be able to offer? 
 
 
What gift(s) was Jesus going to be able to offer? 
 
 
Hebrews 8:4 
Why couldn’t Jesus have been a high priest while on earth? 
 
 
Priests who offer gifts on earth, offer them according to what? 
 
 
Hebrews 8:5 



A Superior Look from Heaven 
 Week 17 – Hebrews 8:1-6 

 

 9 

Which things are true, the heavenly things or the earthly things? 
 
 
What two terms are used to describe the earthly things as compared 
to the heavenly? 
 
 
What pattern did Moses see on the mountain, heavenly or earthly? 
What would have happened if Moses would not have followed the 
pattern?  
 
 
Hebrews 8:6 
Jesus is the ___________________________ of a better covenant. 
 
 
What does a person do in that position? 
 
 
 


