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Hebrews 8:7 

• How many covenants does the scripture say we should be 
worried about? How many different covenants are listed here? – 2 

o What would the first covenant be? The Old Covenant 
o What would the second covenant be? The New Covenant 
o There were some smaller covenants the scripture mentions but 
they are obviously overshadowed by the Old Covenant. 

� Noah – Genesis 6:18 
� Abraham (2) – Genesis 15:18; 17:2,10 
� Salt – Numbers 18:19, Leviticus 2:13 
� Everlasting Priesthood – Numbers 25:13 

o How do we know that the first covenant mentioned in this 
verse is not one of these? 

� Well, because at the bottom of this chapter, the writer of 
Hebrews is quoting Jeremiah 31:31 talking about this Old 
Covenant and he says that it was the covenant 
established when they were led by the Hand out of Egypt. 

� Plus in chapter 9, he is going to go on to talk about the 
Old Testament temple and the tablets of stone and all of 
those types of things which all had to do with the Old 
Covenant.  

• Now if you believe the Left Behind writers, there are currently 3 
covenants in affect right now and none of which are the New 
Covenant.  

o Abrahamic Covenant 
o Palestinian Covenant 
o Davidic Covenant 

• II Corinthians 3:4-18 
o Christ has a better ministry and a better covenant which is 
founded on better promises. 

• What was wrong with the first covenant?   
o It had faults 

 
Hebrews 8:8 

• Now, let’s get one thing straight before we move forward. Notice that 
verse 7 says the Old Covenant is gone and has now been replaced 
with the New Covenant. And the writer is letting them know they 
should not be surprised because that was promised back in 
Jeremiah.  
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o Jeremiah 31:27-34 
� So the Lord had been a faithful husband to Israel but she 
had been an unfaithful wife and broke the marriage 
contract. So there in turn God was going to create a New 
Covenant down the road that was going to be based on 
the forgiveness of sins and laws being written on the 
hearts.  

� Where did the fault with the first covenant lie? 
� Notice in this verse that it does not mention that there is a 
problem with the law. It was not replaced because there 
was something wrong with it. It was going to be replaced 
because the people could not keep it.   

• The writer could have used some great New Covenant words to 
prove to these people that the New Covenant had replaced the Old 
but he is ultimately letting them know that the New Covenant is now 
in effect.  

• Why did we need a New Covenant? 
o Because the Old Covenant had faults and God had promised to 
make a new one. 

o Israel had broken the Old Covenant by not remaining in it. 
Jeremiah put it this way “My covenant which they broke, 
although I was a husband to them.”  

• Who is this New Covenant going to be for?  
o The house of Israel and the house of Judah 

 
Hebrews 8:9 

• When did God make the first covenant? 

• According the writer of Hebrews, God’s first covenant was transcribed 
when He led the people out of Egypt. 

• Where was the first place they stopped after leaving Egypt? Mt. Sinai. 

• Did the Israelites keep the covenant of God?  
o Obviously according to what is written here, the Israelites were 
not going to be able to keep the Law. And for that point, God 
did not care for them.   

 
Hebrews 8:10 

• So this covenant is with the House of Israel. So is this covenant only 
valid for the Jews? 

o Galatians 3:26-29 
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� So the New Covenant is about being spiritual sons of 
Abraham and not physical sons of Abraham 

o Romans 9:6 
� So the physical descendants of Israel no longer make up 
the real Israel.  

o Isaiah 55:3-5 
� So as you can tell, God was wanting to get rid of Israel 
and call on the gentiles to now become His people  

• What is the first thing that would be different about this new 
covenant? 

o God will put His laws into their minds 

• What is the second thing that would be different about this new 
covenant? 

o He will write His laws on our hearts 

• What is the third thing that would be different about this new 
covenant? 

o And these people who were once not the people of God are 
going to become the people of God. Who do you think that is 
talking about? Let’s see if we can figure this out. 

� II Corinthians 6:16-18 

• This is written to the temple of God – who would 
that be referring to? The Church. 

• And notice that it says we were once not a people 
but now are the people of God – Gentiles. 

� Romans 9:22-24  

• So the church was called from the both the Jews 
and Gentiles 

� Romans 9:25-26 

• So Christians are called the Sons of the Living God 
are they not and they come from both the ranks of 
Jews and Gentiles.  

• So this covenant with the house of Israel includes both Jews and 
Gentiles. Again, that was the purpose of God from the beginning.  

• One of the great things about this New Covenant was that it was not 
going to be about Laws engraved on stones. It was not going to be a 
covenant that merely worked on outward conformity but one that 
worked on inward conformity of the heart. You do it because you 
want to not because you have to. 

o II Corinthians 3:2-10 
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� The New Covenant is all about the Spirit of God and not 
about the letter of the Law. For the Old Covenant is the 
ministry of condemnation and death and the New 
Covenant is the ministry of the Spirit. 

• So God writes the Laws on the heart of the Christian and puts His 
laws into their minds – that means those that become Christians want 
to do what is right.  

 
Hebrews 8:11 

• What is the fourth thing that would be different about this new 
covenant? 

o We will know the Lord – we will not have to be taught to know 
the Lord. 

• Notice that under this New Covenant, we will know the Lord. Under 
the Old Covenant you were born into the nation of Israel and then you 
were taught about God. 

• Under the terms of the New Covenant, you are going to be taught 
about God and Jesus Christ and then you decide to be born into it. 

o John 3:3-5 
� You must be born again – I will take Jesus word for it. 
You will not see the kingdom of heaven unless you have 
been born again. 

o Galatians 4:9 
� God wants us to know Him and for us to be known by 
Him. 

• Sin Separates a person from God 
o Isaiah 59:1-2 

� Sin is that ultimate separation from God. God cannot hear 
the prayers of a sinner by the way – thus rendering the 
Sinner’s Prayer obsolete.  

o Matthew 7:23 
� Depart from me for I never knew you. 

• So how do we come to know Him? 
o John 14:16-17 

� Through the Holy Spirit of Jesus Christ.  
 

Hebrews 8:12 

• What is the fifth thing that would be different about this new 
covenant? 
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o And the best news about this covenant is that God forgets. “I 
will be merciful to their iniquities and I will remember their sins 
no more” – Amen. 

o This new covenant will be a covenant based on the forgiveness 
of sins. 

� Matthew 26:26-29 
o Does love keep track of a wrong suffered(I Corinthians 13)? No. 
And who is love according to the New Covenant? – God. So 
God will not remember those sins any more.   

o Now that our sins have been forgiven, He knows us – what a 
blessing, what a covenant.  

 
Hebrews 8:13 

• For the Christian, how should we perceive the Old Covenant? 
o So the New Covenant is now in effect and the Old Covenant is 
obsolete – growing old and ready to disappear.  

o Matthew 9:10-17 
� So the New Covenant was not regulations piled on top of 
the Old but it was a New Covenant that was placed in 
New Wineskins.  
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Hebrews 8:7 
How many covenants does the scripture say we should be worried about? 
 
 
What would the first covenant be?  
 
 
How do we know that the first covenant mentioned in this verse is not one 
of the other covenants mentioned in scripture? 
 
 
What was wrong with the first covenant?   
 
 
Hebrews 8:8 
Where did the fault with the first covenant lie?   
 
 
Who is this New Covenant going to be for?  
 
 
Hebrews 8:9 
When did God make the first covenant?  
 
 
Did the Israelites keep the covenant of God?   
 
 
Hebrews 8:10 
What is the first thing that would be different about this new covenant? 
 
 
What is the second thing that would be different about this new covenant? 
 
 
What is the third thing that would be different about this new covenant? 
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Hebrews 8:11 
What is the fourth thing that would be different about this new covenant? 
 
 
 
Hebrews 8:12 
What is the fifth thing that would be different about this new covenant? 
 
 
 
Hebrews 8:13 
For the Christian, how should we perceive the Old Covenant?  
 


