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Hebrews 9:1 

• What does this verse tell us about the second covenant? 
o It has regulations also 

• Which sanctuary did the first covenant have to do with? 
o Earthly 

• Notice this verse says that the Old Testament rituals and so forth, 
even though they were physical or earthly – were still controlled by 
God. They were His. 

• The book of Exodus even mentions that Bezalel was given the Spirit 
of God to construct the tabernacle and the clothes. 

o Exodus 31:1-10  

• Also the fact here that it is an earthly tabernacle is important because 
the contrast with the spiritual tabernacle is beginning to take place. 

• What is the Greek word for “of divine worship” and what does it 
mean? 

o Latreia - ministration of God, service 
o From root word latreuo which means to serve 

 
Hebrews 9:2 

• What tabernacle is the writer of Hebrews referring to here? 
o The outer room of the tabernacle 

• What was the outer room a foreshadow of? 
o The outer room was a foreshadow of the church.  

• The author lists some of the details of the outer room of the 
tabernacle: 

o Lampstand (Candlestick) 
� This lampstand, along with most of the other treasures of 
the tabernacle were removed in 70 AD by Vespasian and 
Titus of Rome, because they were carried in the triumphal 
procession back to Rome. 

� There were 66 parts to the lampstand, probably in 
reference to the 66 books we have in the Bible. This was 
a foreshadow of the Bible.      

� Again this lampstand was the only source of light in the 
entire outer room of the tabernacle, letting us know that 
the only standard of truth today for the church is the Bible. 

• Zechariah 4:1-6 
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o So he wanted to know what the significance of 
this was and God let him know that it was a 
reference to the Word Of God.  

� And just as the lampstand needed constant care to make 
sure that the light of the temple did not go out, we do that 
today through our meditation, reading and study of the 
scripture. And just as the Old Covenant priest would 
spend countless hours making sure the light did not go 
out, shouldn’t the new covenant priest spend just as much 
time caring that his light stays lit as well. 

o The Table of Showbread 
� On this table were of course the 12 loaves of bread laid 
out in two rows on the table. This would remind the 
priests and the people of the providence of God to take 
care of and feed His people. Also in laid in the fact of the 
two rows is also the providence of physical Israel and the 
spiritual Israel, the church or the kingdom of heaven. 

� And of course this was ultimately laid out to point forward 
to Christ. 

• John 6:26-58 
o Jesus is the bread of life and just as a side 
note; do not miss the Lord’s Supper. He is the 
true bread of life and we need to eat His body 
and drink His blood at His table every week. 

o Just as a dying person’s last request to us will 
sometimes have a lot meaning and we will do 
anything to make sure that is carried out, our 
dying savior’s final request was – “do this in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Hebrews 9:3-4 

• Which tabernacle is the writer referring to here?  
o The inner room of the tabernacle 

• What was it a foreshadow of? 
o heaven  

• According to this verse, behind the second veil, was the Holy of 
Holies. 

• Also according to this verse, behind the second veil was the altar 
of incense. Does that sound correct? Why do the building 
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instructions from Exodus say that the golden alter of incense was in 
the front room in front of the veil(Exodus 30:1-10, Exodus 40:17-33, 
Leviticus 16:11-14)?  

o Well it sat right in front of the veil, so it appears to be listed with 
the articles in the Holy of Holies or the back room. The altar of 
incense would have incense burning on it continually day and 
night in front of the veil. But on one day of the year (the Day of 
Atonement), the high priest would push the altar of incense 
through the veil and take his sensor and light it with special 
incense – so he could not see the Ark of the Covenant but the 
Most Holy Place would fill with smoke. Since the focus of the 
writer of Hebrews is the Day of Atonement, he listed it here with 
the other items in the back room of the temple. 

� But the neat thing about this is that not even the high 
priest had direct access to God but could only do so 
through the smoke of the altar of incense and on one day 
of the year. But now we as Christians have access to God 
all the time through our prayers.       

o So this altar of incense was the Old Testament foreshadow of 
the prayers of the saints – Revelation 5:8 

• The Second Veil – there is a lot of symbolism with this veil. 
o Hebrews 10:19-22 

� So it is through Christ’s flesh (the veil) that we can draw 
near to God. And that was shown through the tearing of 
the veil the day that Christ died – it is a “new and living 
way”.  

o The veil was also the symbolism as the barrier of sin between 
God and Man – which was ripped when Christ died.  

o But Christ conquered the grave and has now entered before us 
into heaven and entered with the veil – Hebrews 6:19-20 

o Also, under the new covenant, the spiritual veil of the heart can 
now be taken away. 

� II Corinthians 3:12-18 

• So the veil has now been taken away and we can 
now be transformed into the same image as Jesus 
Christ, from glory to glory. That was not possible 
under the Old Covenant. 

• So this verse also says that the back room contained the Ark of the 
Covenant.  
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o What is the first item listed as being in the Ark of the 
Covenant? 

� Aaron’s rod which budded 
o What is the second item listed as being in the Ark of the 

Covenant? 
� The Ten Commandments 

o What is the third item listed as being in the Ark of the 
Covenant? 

� Golden Jar of Manna  
o But it appears that at some point – Aaron’s rod and the golden 
jar of manna disappeared from the ark because in Solomon’s 
day they were not there. 

� I Kings 8:9 

• The writer of I Kings lists that only the Ten 
Commandments are contained in the Ark of the 
Covenant.  

o But when the writer of Hebrews was referring to the Ark that 
was in the Tabernacle, it appears that all 3 of these things were 
in there. 

o Now the first 5 books of the Bible do not mention specifically 
that these other two items were in the Ark of the Covenant but I 
guess we cannot refute it. 

� Exodus 16:33 

• The jar of manna was to be placed before the Lord 
throughout all of their generations. 

� Numbers 17:10 

• So Aaron’s rod was placed before the testimony to 
help put away the grumbling of the people. 

� So these verses do not specifically say they were placed 
in the Ark but it could mean that. But the writer of 
Hebrews says they were placed in the Ark of the 
Covenant.    

 
 
Hebrews 9:5 

• Why doesn’t the writer of Hebrews want to speak of the Ark of 
the Covenant in detail? 

o Jeremiah 3:11-18 
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� He cannot speak of the Ark of the Covenant in detail 
because it is not there – plus in the grand scheme of 
things, from Christ’s death on, they had no significance. 

o The Old Covenant ended on the day Christ died on the cross. 
However, we did not know that until the preaching of Peter on 
the day of Pentecost. So at that point, the Jewish system was 
rendered useless. 

o But then in 70AD, God was letting the world know along with 
the Jews that He was done with the Old Covenant way of 
things. The Jewish system is gone and it is never to be rebuilt 
again. You cannot rebuild something that is not there. There is 
no going back – no matter what type of temple people are 
looking to re-build over there right now – that Old Covenant is 
gone. 

  
Hebrews 9:6-7 

• The use of the present tense in this verse shows that the Herodian 
temple was still standing at this point – so this helps prove that the 
book of Hebrews was written before 70 AD. 

• What is the Greek word for “of divine worship” and what does it 
mean? 

o Latreia - ministration of God, service 
o From root word latreuo which means to serve 

• How often were the priests offering sacrifices for sin? 
o Continually 

• But here are some of the services they would perform: 
o The priests would light the lamps each evening and trimmed 
them every morning (Exodus 27:21, 30:8). 

o Each Sabbath Day the priests would replace the loaves of 
Showbread in the temple with new ones (Leviticus 24:5). 

o The burning of incense on the golden altar every morning and 
evening. 

o The daily offering of sacrifices that were needed for the sins of 
the people. 

• Who is the only person that could enter the inner room of the 
tabernacle? 

o The high priest 

• Verse 7 is starting the discussion of the services of the Day of 
Atonement laid out in Leviticus 16.  
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• These verses mention that the high priest enters the second room 
only once a year – of course he is referring to the Holy of Holies. So 
as you can see, not even the high priest had much access to God at 
this point. Also notice that it says that he entered once a year – this 
work of cleansing was never finished.   

• This day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) is the tenth day of the month of 
Tisri, which is usually around the first of October. Leviticus 16 says 
the priest would go in 3 times; Jewish tradition says he would go in 4 
times – the other time may have been for the bringing out of the 
golden censer.  

• Again, as we have mentioned before, you could commit sins of 
ignorance under the Old Covenant, but under the New Covenant 
there is no such thing. Under the Old Covenant, you could drink out 
of a cup that an unclean animal had come in contact with or you 
could have run across a dead body without knowing it. But under the 
New Covenant the message is – To him who knows – there are no 
excuses like “I sinned without knowing it.”  

 
Hebrews 9:8-10 

• So the Holy Spirit is letting us know that the way into the Holy Place 
has not yet been disclosed while the outer tabernacle is still standing. 
Now don’t be confused here by the use of the term tabernacle – this 
is just a reference to the whole Jewish system.  

• Do you think the writer is talking about the physical tabernacle 
or does he have something else in mind? We are going to find out 
later that the tabernacle he has in mind is the spiritual tabernacle or 
heaven itself.     

• So what was the Jewish system with its tabernacles, washings, 
sacrifices and ordinances? It was a symbol for us in the present 
time but it was a physical symbol established by God to point forward 
to a spiritual tabernacle, spiritual washings, spiritual sacrifices and a 
spiritual priesthood.  

• Notice that all of these things that were imposed under the Old 
Covenant had one glaring problem – no matter how many of the 
ceremonies you performed, they could not make the worshipper 
perfect in conscience.  

• Why couldn’t they make the worshipper perfect in conscience? 
All of these things relate to food and drink and various washings, 
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regulations for the body imposed until a time of reformation would 
come.  

o When was the reformation that would come? 
� Matthew 19:27-30 

• So the time of refreshing was going to happen when 
Jesus took His seat on the throne in heaven. 

• In other words, all of these things related to outward conformity and 
had nothing to do with the inward circumcision of the heart. 

• Perfection was always what God wanted out of his people and he 
wanted to put things in place to help them get there. That has 
obviously been one of the key themes the writer of Hebrews has 
been trying to bring out. 

o Hebrews 7:11 
o Hebrews 7:19 
o And we will see this brought out quite a few more times in the 
last 4 chapters of this book. 

• Now the physical temple of the Jews was physically destroyed in 70 
AD, however the significance of that temple was destroyed in 33 AD 
when Christ died on the cross and the veil was torn from top to 
bottom. That was the end of the Jewish System. 

• Under that Old Covenant, the people of Israel could not draw close to 
God at all. The high priest was the only one that could get close to 
God and that was through the smoke of the altar of incense so it was 
a very gloomy view of God to begin with. But the Christians of today 
can see God as if face to face. And we have that access to God all 
the time.    
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Hebrews 9:1 
What does this verse tell us about the second covenant? 
 
 
Which sanctuary did the first covenant have to do with? 
 
 
What is the Greek word for “of divine service” and what does it mean? 
 
 
Hebrews 9:2 
What tabernacle is the writer of Hebrews referring to here? 
 
 
What was the outer room a foreshadow of? 
 
 
Hebrews 9:3-4 
Which tabernacle is the writer referring to here?  
 
 
What was it a foreshadow of? 
 
 
Behind the second veil was the altar of incense. Does that sound correct?  
 
 
What is the first item listed as being in the Ark of the Covenant? 
 
 
What is the second item listed as being in the Ark of the Covenant? 
 
 
What is the third item listed as being in the Ark of the Covenant? 
 
 
Hebrews 9:5 
Why doesn’t the writer of Hebrews want to speak of the Ark of the 
Covenant in detail? 
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Hebrews 9:6-7 
What is the Greek word for “of divine service” and what does it mean? 
 
 
How often were the priests offering sacrifices for sin? 
 
 
Who is the only person that could enter the inner room of the tabernacle? 
 
 
Hebrews 9:8-10 
Do you think the writer is talking about the physical tabernacle or does he 
have something else in mind?     
 
 
So what was the Jewish system with its tabernacles, washings, sacrifices 
and ordinances?  
 
 
Why couldn’t they make the worshipper perfect in conscience?  
 
 
When was the reformation that would come? 
 
 

 


