
A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 20 – Chapter 9:11-22 

1 

 

Hebrews 9:11 

• When did Christ appear as a high priest of the good things to 
come?  

o Most will tell you that happened when He appeared on earth. 
However, according to Hebrews, was He able to be a High 
Priest while on earth? – No he was not. 

• Obviously according to this verse, He became a priest when he 
entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle.  

• Is this tabernacle referring to the one that Solomon built? 
o No, it could not be because this one that the writer of Hebrews 
is referring to is one made without hands and not of this 
creation.  

• So, according to the scripture, when was Jesus declared to be the 
high priest of the order of Melchizedek? – At His exaltation to the right 
hand on the throne in heaven – when He entered through the greater 
and more perfect tabernacle.  

• What do you think the “good things to come” is referring to? 
o The good things to come reference here would be referring to 
the New Covenant that Christ was ushering in 

� Hebrews 10:1 

• So the good things to come are contrasted with the 
Law, which would mean the new covenant.  

• Where is this new temple at that the scripture would be referring 
to? 

o So the temple is the spiritual temple that is built in heaven – 
made without hands.     

 
Hebrews 9:12 

• What type of blood did the new high priest take into the new 
tabernacle? 

• Notice that this high priest did not take the blood of a bull or a calf or 
a turtledove into the temple. That was not going to work. But this High 
Priest of the order of Melchizedek carried his own blood into the true 
holy place. 

• How often was this high priest going to have to enter the inner 
room? 

o He only had to do this once for all. The regular high priest in 
Israel would be performing these services year after year as a 
reminder of sins. Our High Priest carried in His own blood for 
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the forgiveness of sins one time for all people for all time. This 
was not for a reminder; this was so they could be forgotten. 

• What He carried in His hands was eternal redemption. We are 
redeemed, sanctified, cleansed, forgiven of our sins – not here on the 
earth on Golgotha’s hill, but in heaven itself.  

• How often did the physical high priest have to enter the inner 
room? 

o Once a year 
 
 
Hebrews 9:13-14 

• Here you have a comparison of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice to the Old 
Testament sacrifices. They have some similarities but they have 
some big differences as well.  

• What was the purpose of the Old Testament animal sacrifices? 
o So this blood of the bulls, goats and the ashes of the heifer 
were offered by the priests of the Old Covenant for the 
cleansing of the flesh. Also, the animals that were offered were 
to be without blemish. 

• What is the biggest difference between the animal sacrifices and 
the offering of Christ? 

o The first thing to notice about the offering of Christ was that the 
Old Covenant animals did not have a choice of whether or not 
they were going to be sacrificed but Christ, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered Himself. In other words, He volunteered. 

� He volunteered to the leave the glories of heaven to come 
to earth. 

� He volunteered for the beatings and to have his beard 
plucked out. 

� He volunteered to despise the shame, to go to the cross 
and take on our sin.  

• What did the Old Testament sacrifices clean? 
o The flesh 

• What did the New Testament sacrifice clean? 
o The conscience from dead works 

• So those Old Testament sacrifices did serve a purpose. They were 
used to clean the flesh of the Jewish people – but they could not do 
anything with the heart or the conscience. 
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• But the main point in this passage is that the blood of Christ is 
infinitely better because it can cleanse your conscience from dead 
works. 

• The world pays a high price for guilty consciences. Mental hospitals 
are crammed with people who couldn’t deal with their guilty 
consciences any more, and chose to live in la-la land rather than face 
the awful truth of their own sinfulness. Doctor’s offices are jammed 
with multitudes whose bodies are breaking down under the stress of 
an evil conscience. Guilty consciences are the reasons most lies are 
told, and they are the reasons so many things go on under the cover 
of darkness. And if you are not properly immersed into Christ, and 
following through in setting your mind on the things of the Spirit, you 
will have a guilty conscience also. 

• But it is possible for an ardent believer in Christ to have somewhat 
forgotten what a blessing it is to have a clean conscience. It is 
possible to forget the tremendous renewing power the Spirit of God 
has in the Christian’s life, and to forget what price was paid for the 
clean conscience that only God can give. Maybe it is time we take 
time to review this once again. 

• The Old Testament sacrifices never offered a clean conscience.  
o Hebrews 9:10 

• What does a clean conscience allow us to do? 
o Serve the living God 

• The truth-seeker, the one whose guilty conscience has caused him to 
seek the favor of the Lord, has found the fountain of purity in the 
blood of Christ. So the question is - How does he appeal to God for a 
good and clean conscience? 

o I Peter 3:20-21 
� Your immersion is your personal appeal to God for a good 
conscience. Then you can serve the living God. Those 
who do not have a good conscience cannot serve God no 
matter how many good things they appear to be doing. 

• Then the Christian has the obligation to keep the clean conscience. 
o I Timothy 1:18-19 

• Do not take a clean conscience for granted. Remember that only God 
can supply a good conscience, and that He only does so when the 
terms of the gospel are met. Cherish it, praise God for it, and 
maintain it. He who forgets his purification from his former sins ends 
up being blind or shortsighted (II Peter 1:9). Be on the alert, therefore. 
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Stand firm in the faith. Act like men. Be strong. Let all you do be done 
in love. Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to 
the glory of God (I Corinthians 16:13, 14; I Corinthians 10:31). 

 
Hebrews 9:15 

• Is the new covenant currently in effect? 

• The first thing to notice here is that Christ is the mediator of a New 
Covenant – not that He will be the mediator of a New Covenant. The 
second covenant is now in effect.   

• Because Abraham was a man of faith, God was willing to count him 
righteous. Because Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, David, and the 
whole host of Old Testament heroes were men and women of faith, 
God was willing to count them righteous. 

o Romans 3:25 
� The Almighty was willing to cover the sins of the Old 
Testament faithful with the blood of Jesus, passing over 
them until the blood could be sprinkled in the true holy 
place. 

o So those righteous people of the Old Covenant could not 
receive the forgiveness of sins until Christ died. 

• So at the death of Christ, both Old and New Testament saints are 
able to take place in the eternal inheritance of God.  

 
Hebrews 9:16-17 

• When does a covenant or will take effect? 
o A covenant or will takes effect when you have the death of the 
one who made it.  

• Christ set the terms for the New Covenant while He was on earth but 
it was not going to take effect until He died. Then He was buried, rose 
from the dead and then ascended to glory. At this point, He was 
declared the High Priest of the order of Melchizedek.  

o Hebrews 7:11-12 
� So now that we have a new High Priest, the Law of the 
New Covenant has now been enacted. 

o There is a new High Priest and a new priesthood to go along 
with it. 

� I Peter 2:6-10 

• Christians are now the Gentile royal priesthood that 
offer up spiritual sacrifices to God. 
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� Revelation 1:4-6 

• So the priesthood was changed first – with Christ becoming the high 
priest of the order of Melchizedek and then the Law was changed 
also. 

• So Christ was the testator while on earth and became the mediator 
(or executor) of His own will after His ascension. Christ was the 
sacrifice for sins while on earth, but became the high priest of the 
order of Melchizedek at His ascension so He could offer His own 
blood in the true holy place. 

• What are the folks called that receive the inheritance during the 
reading of a will? – Heirs. 

o Christ was of course appointed heir of all things – Hebrews 1:2 
o Galatians 4:4-7 

� So through Christ and through His Holy Spirit, Christians 
are made heirs with Jesus Christ.   

• And what is it that heirs receive at the reading of a will? – an 
Inheritance. 

o Hebrews 9:15 
� Our inheritance is given to us by our mediator of the New 
Covenant and notice that it is an eternal inheritance – it 
lasts forever. 

o Ephesians 1:18 
� The saints are the only ones that receive this eternal 
inheritance. And God wants you to know the riches of the 
glory of this inheritance. 

o Colossians 3:23-24 
� If we are working for God, we will receive the inheritance 
of God. If we are working for men, we will receive the 
inheritance of men. 

o I Peter 1:3-5 
� Through being born again, we obtain the inheritance – 
which is imperishable and undefiled. It is an eternal 
inheritance.   

• One other mention here to this verse should probably be made 
because it is a very important one and comes up all the time. When 
you are covering the necessity of immersion in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of sins, the question that comes up most 
often is – what about the thief on the cross? 
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o They need to be shown that the thief on the cross lived under 
the Old Covenant rather than the New Covenant. 

 
Hebrews 9:18 

• What question do you get the idea that maybe the Jewish 
Christians were asking? 

o Based on the way this verse is written, it appears that a lot of 
Jewish Christians may have been asking the question – why 
did it take the death of Christ in order to start the New 
Covenant? So the author of Hebrews answer – even the first 
covenant was not inaugurated without blood.  

 
Hebrews 9:19-20 

• Obviously the writer of Hebrews is focusing on those Christians that 
are still struggling with the fact of why Jesus had to shed His blood or 
die in order to usher in this new and living way. The whole idea of a 
dying savior did not make a whole lot of sense to a lot of people.  

• What had God always required for the atonement of sins? 
o Shedding of blood 

• So the writer of Hebrews is letting the Jewish Christians know that 
God had required the shedding of blood all along to sanctify people 
and for the atonement for sins.  

• And he is letting the readers know that the blood of Christ is infinitely 
better than all of the Old Testament blood-lettings. 

• This was probably the procedure that was referred to in Exodus 24:1-
8 

o So the people were read the law twice and said they would 
follow it and then were ratified by the blood.  

o Exodus uses the term “the people” and Hebrews uses term the 
“all the people.” There was probably not enough blood in these 
sacrifices to individually sprinkle all 3 million or so Jews. So 
there may have been representatives (70 elders) or this could 
have been one of those global sprinkling deals like you see in 
some other denominations.  

• Why do you think the following mixture was made “the blood of 
calves and goats with water?” 

o This was done to keep the blood from coagulating 

• So these things were put together with scarlet wool and hyssop and 
they were used to sprinkle both the book itself and all the people. 
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o Why do you think the book was sprinkled? 
� Probably to show that it was divinely inspired by God and 
to show that it was ratified by the blood as well. 

• So this blood was offered by the people at the command of God to 
show that they had entered into a covenant with God, based on the 
law – the Republic of Israel.  

 
Hebrews 9:21 

• Is there any record of this happening in the Old Testament? 
o No 

• Now this is referring to a later time (about a year later according to 
some scholars) – because when the sprinkling of the book happened, 
the tabernacle was not yet completed. However, this must be under 
the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit because the Old Testament 
does not directly list that the Tabernacle was sprinkled with blood. 

o Exodus 40:9-15 
� Talks about the anointing of oil of the tabernacle 

o Leviticus 8:10-30 
� Refers to the sprinkling of blood on Aaron’s family and on 
his garments.    

• Josephus tells us in his writings that the temple was anointed with oil 
and sprinkled with blood, but there is no reference to the blood 
sprinkling on the tabernacle in the Old Testament.   

 
Hebrews 9:22 

• It is very interesting the way this verse is written – one may almost 
say, all things are cleansed with blood. In other words, under the Old 
Covenant, to clean things normally took the shedding of blood.  

• What do you think he means by the term “one may almost say?” 
o There were a few things that were cleansed without blood 

� Here are a couple of examples of where cleansing was 
done without blood: 

• Leviticus 16:26-28 

• Numbers 31:22-24 
o As you can see here, sometimes the 
cleansing had to be done by fire and water.  

• However, when it comes to the atonement for sins, blood is essential. 
o Leviticus 17:11 
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� So according to the Old Testament law, it took blood to 
get atonement – it was the lifeblood of the animal or the 
person.  

o Leviticus 5:11-13 
� Here you seem to have an example where if you could 
not afford an animal, you could bring an ephod (7 pints) of 
fine flour to the priest for atonement.  
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Hebrews 9:11 
When did Christ appear as a high priest of the good things to come?  
 
 
Is this tabernacle referring to the one that Solomon built? 
 
 
What do you think the “good things to come” is referring to? 
 
 
Where is this new temple at that the scripture would be referring to? 
 
 
Hebrews 9:12 
What type of blood did the new high priest take into the new tabernacle? 
 
 
How often was this high priest going to have to enter the inner room? 
 
 
How often did the physical high priest have to enter the inner room? 
 
 
 
Hebrews 9:13-14 
What was the purpose of the Old Testament animal sacrifices? 
 
 
What is the biggest difference between the animal sacrifices and the 
offering of Christ? 
 
 
What did the Old Testament sacrifices clean? 
 
 
What did the New Testament sacrifice clean? 
 
 
What does a clean conscience allow us to do? 
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Hebrews 9:15 
Is the new covenant currently in effect? 
 
 
Hebrews 9:16-17 
When does a covenant or will take effect? 
 
 
What are the folks called that receive the inheritance during the reading of 
a will?   
 
 
And what is it that heirs receive at the reading of a will? 
 
 
 
Hebrews 9:18 
What question do you get the idea that maybe the Jewish Christians were 
asking? 
 
 
Hebrews 9:19-20 
What had God always required for the atonement of sins? 
 
 
Why do you think the following mixture was made “the blood of calves and 
goats with water?” 
 
 
Why do you think the book was sprinkled? 
 
 
Hebrews 9:21 
Is there any record of this happening in the Old Testament? 
 
 

Hebrews 9:22 
What do you think he means by the term “one may almost say?” 


