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Hebrews 9:23 

• The writer of Hebrews has now gotten to the main point. He is letting 
the reader know that it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly 
things to be cleansed in this way. 

o What does the writer mean by “copies?” 
� Hebrews 8:5 

• The Old Testament things were a copy or shadow 
of things to come.  

� Hebrews 10:1 

• The Law was just a foreshadow of what was to 
come – the new and living way. 

� Colossians 2:16-17 

• So the Old Covenant things were just a shadow or 
copy of what was to come under the New Covenant. 

o Why did God have to produce these shadows and copies 
for us? 

� 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

• The things which are not seen are the things that 
are going to last forever – the spiritual things. The 
things that you can see – physical things are 
eventually going to go up in smoke.  

• That is the way God set it up all along. 
� I Corinthians 15:46 

• It is always the natural then the spiritual. 
� Hebrews 11:1 

• So faith is all about your conviction of things not 
seen – the spiritual things.  

� So God uses all of the natural or earthly things – and 
especially sin to get our earthly minds focused upward on 
the God in heaven and on His things. So when the Old 
Testament speaks of the working and functions of the 
high priest and then you read about Christ being our high 
priest in heaven, you understand what He is doing for us 
in the realm that you cannot see. 

� Colossians 3:1-13 

• Let’s keep focused on the heavenly things.    

• So as great as those Old Testament rituals and cleansings were, they 
were physical and could only handle the outward part of the flesh. 
The sacrifice that was going to be needed to take care of the spiritual 
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realm was going to be a much greater sacrifice. It was going to take 
the death of God’s Son. Now, under the New Covenant, God could 
start to change people inwardly through the indwelling presence of 
the Holy Spirit.  

• Why do you think the heavenly things or heaven need to be 
cleansed?  

o Well, Satan had been up there – during the time of Job’s writing 
– Job 1:6. 

o The other thing that needed to be cleansed was the 
consciences of all mankind which is what the spiritual realm is 
working on. It is no longer about outward conformity; it is about 
inward conformity through the Holy Spirit – the new and living 
way.  

 
Hebrews 9:24-25 

• What does the writer mean here when he uses the term “holy 
place?” 

o The back room of the temple where the Ark of the Covenant 
was kept 

• What did this passing through the heavenly temple now allow 
Jesus to do? 

o Appear in the presence of God for us 
o This verse clearly lets you know which Holy Place our great 

high priest entered for us – heaven itself. And the most 
important thing about this verse is that He is appearing in the 
presence of God for us. Christ is now standing in our stead 
before God. This would be called the intercessory ministry.  

• How many times was Jesus going to have to offer his blood in 
the temple? 

o He was not going to have to keep offering his blood over and 
over. His sacrifice was going to work one time for all.  

 
Hebrews 9:26 

• Hebrews 9:23 
o Animals’ blood and scarlet wool and hyssop worked for the 

cleansing of the earthly tabernacle, but the spiritual tabernacle 
of heaven was going to have to be cleansed by the very 
sprinkled blood of Christ Himself. 
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o Hebrews’ author points out, referring to the sanctification of the 
implements and tabernacle of Moses’ day, "but the heavenly 
things themselves with better sacrifices than these."  

• What do you think the term “consummation of the ages” is 
referring to? 

• Most versions translate the expression "end of the ages," and thus 
the mind of the reader is sent into a frame where he is thinking that 
end of the ages has to do with some endpoint of time. But the Greek 
word, suntelion, here means end in terms of purpose (as in the 
expression, "The end justifies the means."), and thus the translators 
of the New American Standard Bible, in order to make the meaning 
clear, bring it forward as the consummation of the ages.  

• Just as the apex of the day of atonement was when the high priest 
offered the blood of a goat on the propitiatory for the sins of the 
people committed in ignorance, so the apex of the ages was when 
Christ’s blood was sprinkled in the heavenly tabernacle as a 
propitiation for sins, one offering for all time! 

• So this verse talks about this being the “consummation of the ages.” 
And this consummation of the ages took place when Christ entered 
the true holy place and sprinkled His blood.  

• What do you think the term “manifest” actually means? 
o According to the Collins online dictionary 

� Adjective - means that it is clearly true and that nobody 
would disagree with it if they saw it or considered it. 

� Transitive verb - it becomes visible or obvious. 
� Greek word – phaneroo – it means to appear 

• Why does this greatest of all days go essentially unnoticed?  
o The answer has to do with the intangible elements connected 

with the consummation of the ages. Jesus’ death on the cross 
is tangible; it is easy to visualize His physical body hanging on 
that cross, first in anguish and finally dead. Jesus bodily 
resurrection is tangible; it is comparatively easy to see in the 
mind’s eye His appearances to the startled brethren, with His 
still fresh looking nail holes and spear wounds. But to 
comprehend a Christ with all vestiges of flesh gone, 
resplendent in glory more brilliant than the sun, appearing as a 
spiritual high priest in a spiritual temple, offering spiritual blood 
to cleanse spiritual things in the heavens, requires a spiritual 



A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 21 – Chapter 9:23-28 

4 

 

person with a spiritual mind-set. Those who are fleshly will not 
be able to make the transition. 

 
Hebrews 9:27-28 

• Make no mistake about it – Jesus is coming again – on the clouds 
and every eye is going to see him. And for most this will be a 
terrifying event. 

• For what group of people is Jesus coming back? 

• This verse says that he is coming for those who are eagerly waiting 
for Him.  

• So what would this salvation without reference to sin be 
referring to? 

• This resurrection from the dead that we will participate in is the 
salvation or redemption of the body.  

o Philippians 3:20-21 
� So our bodies are going to be changed to His glory during 

the second coming. 
o Romans 8:23-25 

� Isn’t it amazing how many times this word “eagerly” keeps 
coming up in reference to the resurrection from the dead. 
Slavery, Jail, Cancer, Starvation, Beatings, Oppression – 
no matter what the circumstances – this resurrection 
should keep the Christians focused on the future and on 
His Lord Jesus Christ. It pulls the Christian forward in 
hope. 

o I John 3:2-3 
� We can perform a test on our spirituality or Christianity. 

We can do this by analyzing if we are truly eagerly waiting 
for Jesus’ return to earth. Do we really have our hope 
fixed on His return? Are we in the process of purifying 
ourselves?  

• If we are not purifying ourselves then we do not 
have our hope fixed on His glorious return. 
Remember, He is coming for those who eagerly 
await Him.  

• When, then, was this blood offered? While Jesus was on the cross? 
While He stood next to the empty tomb? No, not until He ascended! 
In order for Him to offer His blood, He could not be on earth; His 
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priesthood is predicated on His release from any remnant of flesh and 
bone. 

• So the sprinkled blood of Christ was offered at His ascension, when 
He entered glory.  

 
 
So in summary: 
As the writer of Hebrews has so elegantly stated, “without the shedding of 
blood, there is no forgiveness of sins.” 
 
So God, knowing that it was going to take something greater than the blood 
of animals to forgive sins for all of mankind, sent someone who was made 
for a little while lower than the angels, His son. While on earth, Jesus, the 
lamb of God, testated the terms of His new covenant which was laid out in 
perfect detail. He lived the perfect life so He could become the perfect, 
unblemished Passover lamb that would shed His blood on Calvary as the 
“once for all” sacrifice for the new covenant forgiveness of sins. All of those 
old testament sacrifices were just a foreshadow of this great event that took 
place on Golgotha’s hill. Thus the new covenant could now begin because 
the death of the testator had taken place but it is not operative until the 
executer is put in place. He was buried; he bodily rose from the dead on 
the third day and met with His disciples quite a few times over the next 40 
days. Then Jesus lifted off the earth and ascended to heaven and at the 
consummation of the ages, He was declared to be the high priest of the 
order of Melchizedek. With this, He entered the greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, carrying His own blood of the sacrifice and sprinkled that blood 
in the heavenly temple itself (purifying the sins of all mankind) – to those 
that would accept it. He then sat down at the right hand of the majesty on 
high. This act earned him the title mediator (executor) of the new covenant 
where He is now the one making sure the New Covenant is executed to His 
liking. 
 
Notice that this all comes down to faith because this is taking place in the 
realm that you cannot see. This can only be seen through the realm of faith 
– which Tom is going to be teaching us about in the upcoming lessons.      
 
 
  



A Superior Look from Heaven 
Week 21 – Chapter 9:23-28 

6 

 

Hebrews 9:23 
What does the writer mean by “copies?” 
 
 
Why did God have to produce these shadows and copies for us? 
 
 
Why do you think the heavenly things or heaven need to be cleansed?  
 
 
Hebrews 9:24-25 
What does the writer mean here when he uses the term “holy place?” 
 
 
What did this passing through the heavenly temple now allow Jesus to do? 
 
 
How many times was Jesus going to have to offer his blood in the temple? 
 
 
 
Hebrews 9:26 
What do you think the term “consummation of the ages” is referring to? 
 
 
What do you think the term “manifest” actually means? 
 
 
Why does this greatest of all days go essentially unnoticed?  
 
 
 
Hebrews 9:27-28 
For what group of people is Jesus coming back? 
 
 
So what would this salvation without reference to sin be referring to? 
 
 


