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Law and Order 
SCU – Special Christians Unit 

A study of authority from a biblical perspective 
Week  1          
Introduction: 
 
In the 12th chapter, of Romans, verse 18, Paul writes these extraordinary words: 
 “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone”. 
To those instructions, Dr. Phil would say to us, “How’s that working out for ya”? 
 
We live in a world today where such teachings might be seen as a bit 
unrealistic. Maybe back in Paul’s day that was a possibility but today it’s 
becoming increasingly difficult. And yet as we look back over history, there isn’t 
really any period when we could say this would have been a good time to make 
that happen. It seems like every generation has its share animosity and strife 
and even hatred between human beings. 
 
And it’s not so surprising. Think about how we live together as family members, 
as neighbors, as coworkers, as fellow citizens. There will always be a constant 
struggle due to the interaction we experience when we live together and work 
together and play together on this earth and in this world.  
 
As a matter of fact when you think about it, mankind has existed as a race of 
people now for over 6,000 years. And all in all you’d have to say that although 
there have been those individuals who have brought tremendous grief and pain 
and suffering to mankind, the overwhelming majority of human beings who 
share this planet, not only have had but continue to have the desired to do so in 
peace.   
 
Now think about that. How has that been possible? How has man for thousands 
and thousands of years coexisted with one another and lived together as family 
members, neighbors, coworkers and fellow citizens? 
 
Now, I wish I could say it happened because people were guided by deep moral 
principles and uncompromising ethical standards. What do you think?  
 
The reason human beings have been able to coexist fairly peaceably with one 
another in any number of different types of relationships has to do with one 
thing. It’s what I have called, for the purpose of our study, “Law and Order”.  

The SCU (Special Christians Unit) was just to make you smile and get 
you in the door. 
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What do we mean when we say that it’s been Law and Order that has 
preserved the harmony and peace of man’s existence with one another since 
the beginning of time?  
 
We are going to spend some time looking at this whole idea of things such as 
laws and constitutions and justice. What we’re actually going to do is take a 
look at the whole concept of how an orderly society is intended to functions.  
 
We’re going to look at where did these concepts come from?  
How do such things actually provide the peace and tranquility?  
And what happens when law and order is ignored or abused?  
What effect does that have on that orderly society?  
 
And that will lead us to some other questions such as what responsibility do we 
have as members of a society or a family or a neighborhood or state where law 
breakers carry out their felonies?  
 
And then the final application we hope to make is this. As believers in Christ 
and followers of the Word of God, how will this understanding of authority affect 
our lives going forward?  
 
This study that I have entitled “Law & Order” is actually a study of something 
called Authority. But what we are going to do is look at authority from a biblical 
perspective. The actual word (authority) is used only a few times in the Bible but 
the concepts and teachings and the examples of authority and its use and 
purpose are found in every book of the Bible. In fact it literally permeates every 
part of our lives.  
 
There is never a time in our lives when any of us are outside the influence 
and effect of some aspect of authority. REPEAT 
 
Oh, if only the world would grasp that truth. How different this world would be. 

 
We will find that as we begin to look at this subject, again from a biblical 

perspective, that many times there is confusion on our part as to what role 
authority plays in our lives or the lives of those around us.  

 
I believe with all my heart that we live in an age and time where one 

of the biggest problems with society locally, nationally and internationally 
is the lack of understanding of the origin and original intent of true 
authority in this world.  
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That’s a big statement to make, but I hope to prove that to you as we go along. 
I know for me, the more I prepared for this, the more I learned and the more 
excited I got.  
 
Ok, what is authority?  

My Funk & Wagnall dictionary actually listed 8 different definitions or uses 
for the word. But if you look at them individually you can actually break them 
down into 2 major categories. 
 
(1st) “Someone who has special knowledge of a particular subject”.  It’s 
what would make someone an “authority”. This individual would be known as an 
expert and because of that they would be seen as an authority on that particular 
subject.  
 

We have all seen or heard of individuals who have dedicated their entire 
lives to the cure of a certain disease or study of a particular culture or anything 
for that matter. A while back one of the Saturday morning shows that had the 
lead authority on wine on their show. And that’s wonderful.  

 
When you and I wants to know things about a specific subject or person 

or philosophy that’s the person we go to. We go to the authority on that subject. 
 
Now, this first aspect of authority is very easily illustrated in the Bible.  

 
God seems to fit that definition very nicely.        Proverb 3:19-20 
 

Romans 11:33 
“Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God. How 
unsearchable are His judgements and unfathomable His ways”. 

 
Colossians 2:2-3 

Here in chapter 2 Paul them why he has endured the struggles he has been 
through.  
 “attain to all the wealth that comes from the full assurance of 
understanding, resulting in the true knowledge of God’s mystery which is Christ 
Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”. 
   
When you have a world, an entire universe if you would, that has been 
envisioned, designed, brought into existence and is overseen by a creator of 
infinite wisdom and knowledge, referring to Him as an “authority”, because of 
His expertise, is what we would commonly call a “No Brainer”.   AMEN? 
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Now as we say that, you would think that all of creation would readily be able to 
see that God is the expert, the absolute authority on everything in this universe.  
And since that’s the case you would think that the world would obviously be 
looking to Him for direction and guidance in all the affairs of this life? 
  
And yet, we mentioned earlier about the confusion in this world concerning the 
understanding of authority. How can anyone even begin to grasp this concept of 
authority, without acknowledging God as the indisputable expert and 
unchallenged authority in the universe.  
 
We could probably spend the whole quarter looking at just this first use of the 
word, “authority”. This aspect of God being an authority because of His infinite 
knowledge and wisdom of every aspect of our lives and of this world we live in.  
 
 
 
But it is the 2nd definition or use of the word “authority” that we’re going to focus 
on in our study this quarter. 
   
(2nd) Authority is also defined as: “Someone who has the “right” to 
command and enforce obedience”.  
 

One of the very best illustrations of this aspect of authority, this “right to 
command or enforce”, comes from the words of Pontius Pilate when Jesus 
stood before him in the Praetorian.   
 John 19:10 
 
The Jewish leadership had brought multiple charges against Him and had 
Jesus brought before Pilate. But Jesus wasn’t saying anything to Him in His 
own defense, do you remember? And it was at that point that Pilate, in 
frustration, turns to Jesus and says:  
 “Do you refuse to speak to me? Don’t you realize I have the authority 
either to free you or to crucify you”?     Now, that’s “Authority” is it not? 
 
It always reminds me of my Mom. When I’d be acting up she’d say, “Don’t you 
know I brought you into this world, and I can take you out”! 
 
What was Pilate saying? 
 Don’t you know I have the “right”, or as the NIV translates it, “I have the 
“power” to do with you whatever I want?   “I have that much authority”. 
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Of course Pilate didn’t really know who he was speaking to. Jesus Himself 
knew all about “authority” didn’t He?    He knew all about “Power”.    

Look at  John 10:17-18 
 
What was Jesus saying? 
NAS - “I have the authority, the right” or “the power” to lay my life down, and I 
have the power and the authority to take it up again. Now that is “Authority” ! 
 
 
Matt 28:18-19a 
        We all know the words Jesus spoke before delivering what we call the 
Great Commission. It could be called the Great Commandment as well. He 
said, “All authority has been given unto me”.  Therefore, “Go” ! 
 
Most of the time when we deal with or think about “authority”, it’s this aspect of 
authority that we are most familiar with. This idea of the “right” to command or 
enforce obedience. 
 
 
Now, most of the time when we talk about this aspect of authority, this 
idea of the right to command or enforce, we see it as a negative thing or a 
fearful thing. Why? 
 
 Because the only time we actually think much about it is when we see 
someone being fined or hauled off to jail or even put to death. And we’re going 
to talk about all these things.  
 

You see we most always see authority as a negative because it seems 
we only see the punishment and retribution side of authority. We only see 
authority as that thing that brings about consequences to those who defy or 
ignore the authority of those who have that “right” or “power” over us.  
 
 
What we often fail to see about this aspect of authority that grants someone the 
right to command or enforce obedience, is the good and the positive side of it. 
The necessary and essential side of this “right” to command or enforce.   
 
 
How can having the “right” (the authority) to command or enforce 
obedience, be a positive thing? 
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The presence and influence of authority, where there exists the right to 
command or enforce obedience, is the very thing that maintains the peace and 
tranquility of the society in which we live.  
 
You see as we’ve stated in the definition, someone with authority not only has 
the “right” to command but also to “right” enforce what has been commanded. 
In our world that is the enforcement of laws on a local, state or federal level.  
 
And it is the enforcement of laws that maintains the level of peace that we 
enjoy. Now for most of us, just knowing that there are those who have the 
authority to enforce laws, is enough to keep us in line. 
 
Just knowing there are those in place to enforce our laws, is enough for us to:  

(1)  obey traffic laws (2) pay appropriate taxes (3) not assault someone. 
 
Authority must have with it this aspect of enforcement or that authority is 
totally ineffective.     Let me repeat that. 
 
Again, for the overwhelming majority of human beings in a society, just knowing 
there are those who have the authority to enforce, is enough to maintain peace.  
  
Unfortunately there are far too many others who, even though they know there 
are those who have the authority to enforce the law, they choose to defy and 
challenge both the laws and those who have the authority to enforce them.  
 
These folks have no idea just how big a deal it is when some chooses to defy 
authority. We’ll talk a lot more about that as we go along.  
 
There are 2 things that cause the total breakdown of a civilized society: 

1. Wide spread abuse by those who have authority over our lives. (An 
overbearing government, abusive husband or father, arrogant employer) 

2. The total disregard and contempt for authority (38 policeman shot in the 
line-of-duty in 2019) 2 of them right here in Westerville. 

 
Either one of these two or both together will bring about the total unraveling of a 
civilized society or family or workplace.   
  
Let’s get back to Authority defined as, “A right to command or enforce  

obedience. 
That’s the Webster definition of authority but what is it really?  
What is authority, really? 
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The key to what authority really is, comes from one particular word in the 
definition. It’s the word “right”. Authority is a right.  
 
And so the question is, what is a right?   Boy, talk about a relative issue for 
our day. This is a biggy.   What is a right?  
   
A right is defined as, “a privilege of one who is properly due that honor” 
 
A “right” then is a privilege, an honor, a license if you would, of one who is due 
that privilege and that honor and that license.  
 
God’s word has several great examples of a “right”: 
   
 Leviticus 25 
The ordinances, found in the Jewish Law concerning the Year of Jubilee here in 
chapter 25, are fascinating. The Year of Jubilee, which took place every 50 
years, is actually a beautiful look at redemption as a whole. It would make a 
great study someday. 
 
In verse 29 we have a perfect example of a “right”, “a privilege of one who is 
properly due that honor”. 
 
In this case, it is the “right” to redeem a home that had been sold. Perhaps the 
person had to sell it because couldn’t make payments or they just needed the 
money. 

 
Leviticus 25:29 
 

Just having that “right”, the right of reclaim their home later on, gives that 
person a certain amount of “authority” over everyone else. Now we’re going to 
come back to this verse here next week when we begin to look at the actual 
source of all authority in this world. 
 
But first and foremost a right is “a privilege of one who is properly due that 
honor”. 
 
 
But there is a 2nd and equally important or perhaps “more important” 
aspect to a “right” that is also revealed in the Bible. Along with a right, “the 
privilege of one who is due that honor”, comes the responsibility to use that 
right, that privilege, to do what is right!  Hence the term, a “right”!! 
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That’s why it’s not called a “wrong”.  It is referred to as a “right”. 
Very few people, including me, ever connected the idea of a “right”, a 

“privilege” as being something that has with it the obligation to do what’s right 
with that privilege.  
 
Within the scope of a “right” is the responsibility, the obligation to use that right, 
that authority, to do what is right. Authority and the right that accompanies it, 
must be used, must be administered, in accordance with what is just, good and 
proper”.  We are going to beat this drum throughout or study. 
 
Let me give you example of that from God’s word.      

Genesis 18:20-25   
This is such a great text. It’s the account where Abraham was reasoning with 
the Lord God Himself over His coming judgement of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
You remember Abraham asking to Him, that if he could find 50 righteous men 
living there would He spare them? 
 
Then after God agreed to that, Abraham said. “what about 45, then 40, then 30, 
then 20 and finally got down to getting God to agree on 10 righteous men. 
Couldn’t find 10. But in the midst of Abraham’s negotiation with God, we find 
this great truth about authority. 
 

Genesis 18:20-25  
NAS - “Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly”? 
NIV – “Will not the judge of all the earth do right”?    See that? 
 
An essential truth about authority is that whoever utilizes that authority, that 
“right”, even if it’s God Himself, they must exercise their authority by doing 
what’s right !  Boy has that truth fallen by the wayside. 
    
   (Side bar – not in your handout) 
Do you know what we should be MOST thankful for in this world?  

We should be MOST thankful for the fact that we live under the control 
and rule of an all-powerful God who at all times, uses His ultimate authority to 
do what’s right. 
  
You and I couldn’t even imagine the horror on living in a world ruled by some 
fickled God who uses His authority to torture and torment this world. What a 
blessing it is as Abraham says, “that the Judge of all the earth does what’s 
right”. 
 



  

  9 

The great truth about the “right” that accompanies “authority” is that that right 
must be administered based on that which is just and good and proper and true. 
 
  
Now, since that’s the case, since the use of authority must be based on 
that which is “just and good and proper and true”, what does that actually 
make authority then? 
 “It makes authority the arbitrator and mediator of morality”. Now, we’re 
down to the “Nitty Gritty”. You see if the right that accompanies authority must 
be administered on the basis of that which is just and good and proper, then 
that means that the exercise of true authority is governed by principles and 
standards of morality.  

 
And since that the case, then true authority has a deep seated spiritual 

connotation to it. And that is what is missing and misunderstood so often today.  
 
You see authority is not just a legal concept. It is not just rooted in law and 
justice and punishment. The actual grounds for all authority, is based on long 
established spiritual truths.   
  
The right that accompanies authority is a moral right and has an undeniable 
spiritual foundation. A foundation based on that which is truly right and good.  
 
 
Why is this basic understanding of authority, that’s so important in our 
lives, so disrespected and challenged today?  
  
Because of Ephesians 6:12  
 “For we war not against flesh and blood, but against rulers and powers 
and principalities of darkness and forces of wickedness in heavenly places”. 
Did you see the authorities listed there? 
 
Since true authority is not only a right but a moral right and has with it a spiritual 
quality or spiritual foundation, that’s why the rulers and powers and principalities 
of darkness and the forces of wickedness war against it. 
 
Do you know what the whole confusion and misunderstanding over true 
authority in our world today really is?  

It’s a battle. A spiritual battle between the forces of good and evil. It is 
literally a war over the control and influence of men’s souls. 

Still wonder if the study of biblical authority is important?  
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What is sad is that those who defy and disregard authority today have no idea 
where their defiance and disregard has come from. It doesn’t come from their 
little rebellious brains. It has come from pit of hell.  
 

Disregard for the authority stands opposed to the real truth that the role 
and intention of authority comes from the mind and the heart of a loving creator.  
We’ll see that next week when we study Divine Authority. 

 
I made the statement earlier that perhaps the biggest problem with society 
today is the lack of understanding of the origin and original intent of authority in 
this world.  And that’s true. 
 
But it’s also a total lack of understanding and acceptance of the existence of 
God and what He intended for authority to do for us all.  
 
 
We talked about how authority has some negative aspects to it. Because 
authority is designed to restrain, to limit and sets boundaries for the good and 
the blessing of all.  

We see that from the Garden of Eden where Adam and Eve were to freely 
eat from any tree in the garden, except one. It was for their good. 
 
But authority is not meant to repress. It’s not intended to enslave us. It was 
intended to set us free. It was intended for our good always.  
 
 
Now, talk about misunderstanding of the intent and use of authority, there 
times when individuals assume authority they don’t really have. 
 Yes!  The classic example from the scriptures is in the account of the 7 
Sons of Sceva. 

Acts 19:11-16 - (Not on handout) 
 
 The spirit these men were trying to cast out of an individual said, “We 
know all about Jesus and His authority and we know all about the authority of 
Paul but we have no idea who you are.” 
 
But even today there are those who assume authority they don’t have: 

Some do it because they’re bigger and stronger then someone else. 
 Some because they believe they are smarter or more intelligent. 
 Or others because they have a club or worse yet gun in their hand. 
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But are any of these individuals portraying authority? Do any of them actually 
have the “right” to command or enforce obedience?   The answer of course is 
no. 
 
I can jump somebody in an alley and pull out a gun and command them to give 
me their money. I can force them to obey me and turn over their wallet, but I 
have NOT exercised authority.  
 
Why? 
Because anyone who has been given authority, the right to command and 
enforce obedience, must use that authority to do what is right.  Amen? Amen! 
We are going to look at this standard of using always using ones authority to do 
what’s right, in every aspect of authority that exists in this world of ours.  
 
 
In the example of robbing someone in an alley, what have they exercised 
or demonstrated if not authority? 

What was exercised is Power. They have NOT exercised authority. 
Because the first responsibility of someone in authority is to do what is right. 
 
Now are power and authority the same thing? 

They certainly go hand-in-hand do they not?  If “Authority” – is having the 
right to command or enforce obedience then “Power” - is having the ability or 
capability to act on that right to command and then enforce it. 
 
Those endowed with true authority are also granted the power to act on 
that authority.  And that power may include such things as punishment and 
retribution. We’ll talk more about when we look at the different types of 
authority.  
 
 
There is also the other side of the coin of power and authority.  

There are circumstances of people who truly have authority but they lack 
the power, the ability or capability, to exercise that authority.  

 
I met a widow one time who was left with the care of 3 adolescent boys. I talked 
with her about the 3 boys she said, each one of them had hearing problems. 
When I questioned her about it she said, “One was deaf, one was hard-of-
hearing and one won’t listen”. 
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You see she has all the “authority” in the world to command obedience from her 
boys. But, she bless her heart, was totally powerless to exercise that authority.  
 
Now, she would be a rare exception because in most every case, those 
endowed with true authority are also granted the power to act on that authority. 
We will discover one other exception to that later on. 
 
 
In summary, authority is 2 fold: 

1. It is the right, the privilege to command and enforce obedience 
2. But it is also has with it the responsibility and obligation to use that 

right for what is just and good and right. 
 
 
Next week: 
 Restoring Authority. 
Why is it so important for us to be involved in helping to restore authority in this 
world? 
 
We’re finally going to answer the question:  Where does all authority ultimately 
come from?  We already know don’t we. 
 
But why? Why does He have ultimate authority? And what is Divine Authority? 
 
And we are going to see something truly remarkable about the authority of 
Almighty God.  

1. We’re going to learn how just much authority He has. 
2. And we going to see how committed He is to the principle of using ones 

authority to do what’s right.  
 
 
 
 


