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Divine and Delegated Authority 
Part II 

Week  3 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

Last week we looked at the first of 2 types of authority that exist in our 
world today. The first type of course was Divine Authority.  
 
And the question we asked was “Where does all Authority come from”?  

It comes from one who is Divine. He is known in scripture as the Supreme 
Divine; the Creator of the Universe; the giver and the sustainer of life itself.  

 
Authority comes from the one has absolute and unquestionable authority 

and because of that, we as His creatures, should have absolute and 
unquestionable desire to obey Him. 
      
We saw that Divine Authority in creation where with just the voice of authority 
from Almighty God an entire universe, full of planets and stars and galaxies 
without end came into existence.  
 
After each day of God saying, “let there be . . . . “, the conclusion of each 
command was, “. . . and it was so”! 
 
We looked at Psalm 100:3  
 “Know that the Lord Himself is God” 
 “It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves”. 
 
The Psalmist uses 2 words in that passage to describe our Creator: 
1. Lord / Yahwah = the Self Existent One / Divine 
2. God / Elohim = Supreme in Power and Might 

 
We spoke about the misunderstanding today by most people of where authority 
actually comes from.  Most people think authority emanates from the document 
that governs us. The law or the charter or constitution that mandates our lives.  
 
But we looked at the words of Jesus before Pilate who revealed the true source 
of all authority in this world. According to Christ, all types and levels and 
degrees of authority in this world emanate and originate “from above”.  
 
From Almighty God Himself. 
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Now, when we speak about Almighty God and His Divine Authority we must 
also think about the authority Christ Himself possesses.   

Colossians  2:8-10 
 

This is one of those passages that doesn’t need a lot explanation. I can just 
say, “Read the transcript”!  
 
All you have to do is find the word “all” that’s uses twice here.  
1. Once in verse 9 to explain how much of God’s Deity Jesus has, and 
2. a second time in verse 10 explaining how much of God’s authority Jesus 
has been put in charge of. 

  
He is the incarnate Son of God who possesses all the characteristics, qualities 
and authority of Almighty God Himself.  
 
 Matthews 28:18 
“All authority has been given unto me in heaven and earth”. 
 
 
The Supremacy of Christ is seen in one of the 5 different relationships 
with share with Him. Each of these relationship we share with Him is 
unique and different and special in every way.  
 
1st - Royal Relationship – We are co-heirs with Christ. We share a relationship 
with Him that is so far beyond our imagination that it isn’t even funny. We are 
Co-heirs with Him. 
 
2nd - Kinship relationship – We are family with Christ. Jesus is our brother and 
we are his siblings. God is our Father and we are His children. 
 
3rd - Ambassador Relationship – We are Christ’s representatives here on this 
earth on His behalf.  
 
4th - Personal Relationship – Jesus is our friend. A friendship He selected, a 
friendship He desired and a friendship He made possible.  
 
5th - Authoritative Relationship – He is our Master and we are His slaves.   

 
How many of us have ever thought of the Christian life as an Authoritative 

Relationship? The central aspect of giving ones life to Christ is the recognition 
and the acceptance of His Lordship over you and I.  
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The acceptance of His role as the ultimate authority over every aspect of your 
life and mine.  
 
  Romans 10:9  - (NIV) 
 
Confessing Jesus as Lord is saying He has full and complete authority over 
every aspect of my life.  

As the late Keith Green sang, “He is Divine and I am di-branch”.  
 
Our confession of His Lordship says, “I now give Him complete control and 
sway over my life”. My confession in essence gives Him the rights of ownership 
of my life. It means I am not only obligated but also honored to allow Him to sit 
on the throne of my life and instruct me on what is absolutely right and wrong.  
 
And of course it is the Word of God, that is the source of knowing those 
absolute truths of what’s right and what’s wrong.  
 II Timothy 3:16 
 
So when we speak of Divine Authority, as we did last week, we realize the Lord 
Jesus also possesses that same unlimited and unchallenged power and 
authority in this world. 
 
 
II.   The 2nd major type of authority in our world is:     Delegated Authority 
What does it mean to delegate authority? 
 It means to send someone to “act on your behalf”. It’s a sharing of one’s 
authority. To delegate means to “entrust” all or part of the authority one 
possesses into the hands of another.  
 
Now, before we outline the 3 levels of Delegated Authority, we need to 
look at 4 things that a person with any type of authority must remember: 

 
(1st) A person granted delegated authority from God must remember that 
they are neither the owner nor the source of the authority bestowed upon 
them.  

There is no reason for any person with authority from God to have any 
kind of a superior attitude or mind-set about it. In reality, none of them actually 
possess any authority.  

The authority they have been entrusted with still belongs to the other 
person. That other person being God. We learned last week that there is no 
authority in this world outside of Delegated Authority granted by God.  
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And as a matter of fact any person with authority today would have 
absolutely NO authority what-so-ever had it not been for our Lord who granted it 
to them.   
 

John 19:10-11 
Remember we looked at Pilate’s comments in week 1 when Jesus refused to 
speak with him. Pilate said, 
 “Don’t you know I have the authority either to free you or to crucify you”? 
 
What was Jesus response? 
“You would have no authority over me had it not been given to you from above”. 
 
Delegated authority is authority only in the sense that God has granted it to that 
individual to use. Let me repeat that! The real teeth to any authority remains 
with Almighty God. 
 
I remember one time my Dad sent me to find my big brother to tell him get to 
come home immediately. When I found John, I did NOT say, “You get yourself 
home right now”.  
 
How far would that have got me? 

It would have got me thumped by my big brother. 
 
What did I say to him? “Dad sent me, to tell you, that you need to get home 
right now.” I had authority, but it wasn’t really mine. 
 
Let me show you example in the scripture that reveals how the right of authority 
is really just God’s authority temporarily entrusted to someone else.  
 
Remember last week we looked at the ordinances in play during the Year of 
Jubilee which occurred every 50 years.  

Leviticus 25. 
 
In verse 29 we saw where a person who had sold their home had the right, the 
authority to redeem that home later on.  

Leviticus 25:29    
Here is the law granting the right, the authority, to redeem their land. 

But where did that right come from? And was that “right”, that authority that they 
had, really theirs?  But who had the real authority, the real control and rights 
concerning the land and all that was on it?   
 Leviticus 25:23       
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Who had the real authority, the real control and rights concerning the land and 
all that was on it?   God, the true owner of the land. The possessor or the right. 
The authority that the seller had to redeem or reclaim their land or their home 
one day was simply delegated authority from God and not really theirs.  
 
The right to reclaim their home was an authority God had delegated to them. A 
right and an authority that belonged to Him alone that He now entrusted to them 
to use. 
 
There is no real authority in this world outside of Delegated Authority granted by 
Almighty God. Again, we’ll see that in the 3 areas of Delegated Authority that 
we’re going to look at throughout the rest of our study.  
 
I might venture to say that the vast majority of folks in positions of authority 
today have no idea where their authority has come from. Very, very few of them 
understand that their authority has been delegated to them by Almighty God.  
 
And by the same token, I might also venture to say that the majority of people 
under some type of authority have no idea whose authority they are actually 
submitting themselves to. Or failing tosubmit themselves to.  
 
What a difference it would make in this country, in this world, in our families and 
in our lives, if both those in positions of authority and those required to submit to 
them, would realize just whose authority we’re dealing with here. 
 
Any questions? 
 
(2nd) The 2nd thing those with delegated authority from God must 
remember is that they may only act or speak, within the scope and range, 
of the authority delegated to them.  

Today we would call this overstepping your bounds. We’ve already 
discussed some of the situations where a spouse or a parent or a congressman 
oversteps their authority and does things for which they have no right to do. 

 
When authority is delegated, the one doing the entrusting, that is God, will 

also give specific instructions as to the scope and range of that delegated 
authority. I we will find those in the scripture in all 3 levels of Delegated 
Authority. 

 
Genesis 2:15-16 

Here we read where Adam was put in charge of the Garden of Eden by God.        



  

  6 

Along with that authority and responsibility God gave him specific guidelines as 
to what He expected.  

4 things. Adam was to: 
1. Cultivate it 
2. Keep it, meaning to care for it 
3. Freely eat from any tree 
4. Except one, he was forbidden to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil 
 
There was one time when God did not lay out specific guidelines for 

authority was in the selection of Israel’s 1st king. Saul. God was not too pleased 
when the people “clamored for a king over them” to in essence to replace God 
Himself and do away with the only Theocracy on earth. 

 
So God didn’t dictate any standards for this new king but what He did do 

was tell the Israelites exactly what their king would do once he was placed over 
them. 

 I Samuel 8:10-18       
Unrestrained authority will always end in disaster, for a nation, a family or the 
church. Those with delegated authority from God need to remember that they 
may only act or speak within the scope and range of the authority delegated to 
them. 
 
We’re going to see from Word of God where God lays out very specific 
guidelines outlining the range and scope of ones delegated authority. Quick 
example:      ( Keep you place in I Samuel ) 
 I Peter 5:1-3 
 
Now, we’re going to look at these and many other instructions concerning 
Elders in great detail. But in verse 2 we see where God give specific 
instructions as to the scope and range of their authority. 
 
For example in verse 3 God makes it very clear that Elders they were not to 
rule with an iron fist. They were not to be “lording over” the members of their 
congregation.  
 
So, the 2nd thing those with delegated authority from God must remember is 
that they may only act or speak within the scope and range of the authority 
delegated to them. And we will find that to be true in all levels of delegated 
authority. 
  Any questions? 
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(3rd) A person granted delegated authority from God must really remember 
they are NOT always selected because they’re “worthy to have” and 
“deserving” of that authority.  

In many cases the person upon whom authority is delegated is NOT 
selected because they have such a righteousness that they were the obvious 
choice. A selection was one of necessity. Someone had to be placed in an 
authoritative position regardless of his or her exceptionalism and character. 

  
We just read about King Saul as a perfect example. Anybody remember 

why Saul was chosen to be their king?  
 
I Samuel 10:20-24 

Saul was selected among the people because he was the “tallest”. Sadly, 
abuse of power ran wild under Saul’s reign. He would eventually be removed 
from the throne in disgrace.  
 
Now, that is not always the case that a person entrusted with authority lack the 
worthiness of that privilege. Sometimes a person is selected to receive a certain 
level of authority specifically because of their exceptionalism and character.  
 
King David, who succeeded Saul on the throne, was a good example. Though 
very imperfect, David is memorialized in the scriptures as, “A man after God’s 
heart”.  
 
Listen to a portion of David’s prayer to God shortly after being anointed king.  

 II Samuel 7:18-22,   and he continued  - 29 
 
David understood that any authority, any blessings that had come his way 

was NOT due to his righteousness and purity. He gives total praise and 
recognition to Almighty God for the position he was in.     

 
It would behoove anyone in a position of authority to remember that few 

people are place there or granted that authority from God because they are 
overwhelming worthy of it. We’ll see more examples of that in every one of the 
different levels of delegated authority in our world today that we’ll look at. 
 
Any Questions?  
 
And that brings us to the 4th and final thing that anyone granted authority from 
God must remember. 
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(4th) Everyone with delegated authority from God must remember that one 
day, each one will give an account to Him for how that authority was used.  

This is the real issue for an individual who finds himself or herself in a 
place of authority. Maybe you ended up in that position of authority through 
some aspect of your life. For example getting married or having children will 
place you in positions of authority.  

 
Or perhaps you’ll gain a position of authority by campaigning for it and will 

be elected to that position by those whom you will eventually preside over.  
  
However it happens, everyone with delegated authority from God must 

remember this. They will one day stand before God and give an account to Him 
for how that authority was used.  

 
This is something else few people in authority realize. If they don’t realize 

the authority they’ve been granted has come from Almighty God, they most like 
have NO idea they will have to give an account to Him one day. 

 
We’ll look at other examples of this throughout our study, but in the Book 

of James there is a very poignant example of this very thing.  
 
God considers teachers in the Church as those endowed with a certain 

degree of authority because of their function of presenting the Word of God to 
the world. Teachers are listed in a list of 5 leadership type roles in the church.  
 
They’re found in Ephesians 4:11. The list includes Apostles, Prophets, 
Evangelists, Pastors (Elders) and Teachers. It’s no coincidence that this list is 
given, right after Paul describes Christ dissention into, “the lower parts of the 
earth” followed by His ascension to, “on high” so that He might, “fill all things”. 
 
It is a clear reference to the Supreme Divine post-resurrection power and 
authority now possessed by Christ. The very next verse states, “And He gave 
some to be . . . . .”.  It implies that each person in these leadership roles are 
directly under His authority. 
 

James 3:1   
NIV = “more strictly”.  The literal interpretation of “stricter judgement” is “greater 
condemnation”.  
 
Being given authority does not mean you can do what-ever-you-please with it. 
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James is telling anyone who aspires to be a teacher of God’s Word to consider 
it carefully because each one will stand before Him to give an account of what 
was taught from the scriptures.  
 
This aspect of giving account for how a person utilizes their authority is 
universal to anyone in any position of authority.   
 
So in review, the 4 things that a person with that Delegated Authority 
must remember are: 

1. they are neither the owner nor the source of the authority bestowed 
upon them.  

2. they may only act or speak within the scope and range of the authority 
delegated to them. 

3. they are NOT always selected because they’re “worthy to have” and 
“deserving” of that authority. 

4. one day, each one of them will give an account to Him for how that 
authority was used.  

 
 
  Levels of Delegated Authority 
There are 3 levels of Delegated Authority in our world today. Although similar in 
design and intent, these 3 levels of authority are very different from one another 
and have their own unique set of circumstances.  
 
What these 3 levels of authority actually represent are the 3 distinct types of 
relationships between God and those to whom He delegates the authority. 
 
These different levels of authority or relationships will also create different 
groups of those who must submit to the ones to whom the authority has been 
delegated.  
 
But all 3 of these levels of authority or types of relationships, must remember 
the 4 standards that govern all those who are granted delegated authority.  
 
The 3 levels of authority, representing 3 types of relationship between God and 
man are: 

I. Level (or relationship) #1:      The Family - A Personal Authority or 
Personal Relationship 

The family structure is clearly an authority relationship. In this relationship God 
has ordained that the parents should act on His behalf in connection with the 
teaching, training, loving and disciplining of their children.  
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 Deut 6:4-9,   Ephesians 6:4 
 
The children’s role of submission to the authority of parents in this relationship 
is also clear in the scripture.  
 Eph 6:1 
 
 

II. Level (or relationship) #2:     The Church -  A Spiritual Authority or 
Spiritual Relationship 
 

The idea of delegated authority is very apparent in the church. The role of those 
who have authority is a very important relationship to God. These men are 
called Elders. Again, like parents they are to act on God’s behalf, as 
“shepherds” and “overseers” of the church.  
 Acts 20:28 
 
Their authority is clearly outlines by the instruction in the scriptures. By the 
same token, instructions are also given to the members of a particular 
congregation or flock that they will willingly submit to their Elders authority.  
 Hebrews 13:17a 
  
 

III. Level or relationship #3:    The State - A Civil Authority or  Civil 
Relationship 

Of the 3 levels of delegated authority or of the 3 relationship this is the one 
often not understood as being connected in anyway to God. Pilate was one who 
didn’t understand this universal truth. 
  

He thought first of all he was an authority unto himself. Now, he did  
realize he was under the authority of Rome, but he failed to connect the dots 
any farther up the food chain then Caesar.  
 
The role of submission to the delegated authority of civil servants, as we call 
them today, is clearly taught in the Bible. 
  

Romans 13:1 
 
It may be hard for us to grasp the concept of submission to civil authority as 
being a spiritual truth or spiritual in nature at all. But the scriptures are very 
clear. We will explore this aspect of this 3rd level in much greater detail as we 
continue our study. 
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Next Week:    
We will start with the 1st of a 2 part look at the first level of authority.  
The Family - A Personal Authority or Personal Relationship. 
 
Part 1 – Husbands and Wives 
Part 2 – Parents and Children 

 
 
 


