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Authority in the Family 
Part 1 

“Husbands and Wives” 
Week  4           
 
Introduction: 
 Over the last couple weeks we learned that all authority in this world 
ultimately comes from He who is our creator. Watching a sculptor work with clay 
gives us a perfect example of what we mean.  An artist who shapes a vessel or 
an object out of clay has complete and total say over its existence. He may 
decide to create something and display it proudly in the most prominent place in 
his home or he may when he finishes a piece, choose to smash it on a rock.  
 
Our creator has the exclusive right and privilege to do as He pleases with that 
which He has created. We live in a day and age where submitting oneself totally 
to the rule and control of a creator, is hard for many to grasp. Perhaps if they 
knew just how wonderful He and His Son really are it would help. How thankful 
we ought to be that we have such a loving & caring Creator.  
 
We realized that the authority of Almighty God is a Divine Authority. What that 
means is that it’s an authority guided and directed by wisdom and intelligence 
that only He has possessed for all eternity. God’s authority is not based on 
foolishness, or feeling, or opinion or favor.  
 
He uses His authority only when it is right and good and just. His authority is 
perfect and flawless in every way. It is truly Divine and as we begin to look at 
the different levels of Delegated Authority, we ought to be so thankful for it.  
 
But last week we also learned that God, as the ultimate source and resource of 
divine authority, has in His wisdom allowed others of His creation to share in a 
certain level of delegated authority. And we looked at the 4 things that every 
person who has been given delegated authority must remember: 
 

(1st) A person with Delegated Authority needs to remember they are 
neither the owner nor the source of the authority entrusted to them. There is no 
reason for them to have any kind of a superior attitude or mind-set. They would 
have absolutely no authority had it not been for the person who gave it to them.   

(2nd) The 2nd thing those with delegated authority from God must 
remember is that they may only act or speak, within the scope and range, of the 
authority delegated to them.  
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There are situations where a spouse or a parent or a congressman or a 
teacher oversteps their authority and does things for which they have no right to 
do. It is an abuse of their delegated authority. 

When authority is delegated, the one doing the entrusting will also include 
specific instruction as to the scope and range of that delegated authority.  

 
(3rd) A person granted delegated authority from God must really remember 

they are NOT always selected because they’re “worthy to have” and “deserving” 
of that authority. 

The bottom line is that anyone in a position of authority needs to 
remember that few people are place there or given that authority because they 
are overwhelming worthy of it.  
   

(4th) They must remember that they will one day give an account to God 
for every aspect of how that authority was used. Being given authority does not 
mean you can do with that authority as you please.  
 
 
3 levels of Delegated Authority: 

Level 1 - The Family  –  “Person Authority” 
Level 2: - The Church  –  “Spiritual Authority” 
Level 3: - The State  –  “Civil Authority” 

 
“The Family” – “Personal Authority”  -   Part 1 
 

Why is the Family the 1st Level of Delegated Authority we need to look at? 
 Because before there was a community, before there was religion, before 
there was government or even a nation, God established the family unit. Many 
believe this unit was to be the standard and the foundational group for all other 
groups that would evolve.  
 
We will see that many of the basic principles that were instituted by God for the 
family, are principles that apply to all levels of delegated authority. 
 
Interestingly enough, of the 3 different types of delegated authority God has 
ordained, the authority structure in the family that we have today, may NOT 
have always been what God had originally designed.  
  
What was God’s original intent and design concerning authority in the 
home? 

Genesis 2:7-8, 15  
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Here we have recorded for us where God created Adam and twice we’re 
told God “put him in the garden”. (verses 8 and 15) 
 We see here where God has already endowed Adam with a certain level 
of personal authority. He was to be in charge of the garden and all the creatures 
living there, including the responsibility of naming them all.  
 
Genesis 2:20 - 22  

God created Eve and “brought her to the man”. There is no clear 
inference here that, at this point, that God had given Adam any kind of authority 
over Eve in any way.  

 
These verses do indicate that they were to have different roles, different 

functions from one another. Adam’s main function was going to be caring for 
the Garden.  A Garden that would feed and sustain his family. 

 
Eve, on the other hand, we are told in verse 22 that once created, God 

did not place her in the Garden. Instead the scripture says He, “brought her to 
the man”. We looked at this in great detail when we did our study on “Who is 
This Stranger I’m Married to”. 
 
We learned that men and women gain such things as self-worth, self-respect, 
fulfillment and pride and in different ways through their different roles and 
responsibilities. Each would make different, yet equal, contributions to the 
marriage.  
 
But again there is no indication that Adam had any authority over Eve. I believe 
that was God’s original intent that there was to be no authoritative difference 
between a husband and a wife. When it came to authority, they were to be 
equal. 

A couple reasons I say that.  
 
1st:  Genesis 1:26-28   Notice the pronoun, “them” used 4 times here by 
God. Everything God says to “them”, is being said to both of them.  

(the pronoun “him” in verse 27 refers to “all of mankind”) 
 
Again, everything God says to “them”, is being said to both of them. 

 
First of all, both of them were created equally in the image and the 

likeness of God. Both the man and the woman were designed and created with 
the exact same attributes and characteristics of Almighty God Himself. 
It is what sets us far apart from the fish, the birds, the cattle.  
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2nd:  Secondly, God gave to both of them the authority to “rule over” the fish, 
the birds, the cattle, and every creature that moves on this earth”. And He 
repeats this decree of authority and rule twice, Once in verse 26 and again in 
verse 28.   
 
3rd: The 3rd reason I believe that God’s original intent was that there was to be 
no authoritative difference between a husband and a wife is when it came to  
God’s thinking about the kind of mate He would create for Adam.  
 
Twice in the Genesis 2 we are told that the mate God would create for him was 
to be a “helper suitable” for him (vss. 18). Again, in verse 20, in the NIV she is 
described as a “suitable helper”.  

Her role was not a subservient one but rather a supportive one and a role 
that would supplement Adam’s in every way.  
 
4th:  The 4th reason I believe that God’s original intent was that there was to be 
no authoritative difference between a husband and a wife is found in God’s 
description of marriage and the transition that will take place for both the man 
and the woman.  
 Genesis 2:24  
 
Here we read where a man and a woman are to leave the authority of parents, 
to come together and become one. It is an indication that as a couple, they 
were to enter into marriage equal in every way.  
 
5th: The fifth and final reason I believe that God’s original intent was that there 
was to be no authoritative difference between a husband and a wife is seen in 
the role of child rearing.     Ephesians 6:1-2 
 
Next week we’re going to see that the responsibility of raising, and teaching 
training and disciplining a child is an equal role and equal responsibility of both 
father and the mother, the husband and the wife.     
  
God’s original intent when He created man and woman, who would one day 
become husbands and wives, was that they were to be equal. And that neither 
one was to be in authority over the other. He gave them equal authority over the 
creatures of the earth but not over one other.  
 
This was God’s original intent and we know He liked that. We know He was 
pleased with that design.  
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Genesis 1:31 God saw all that He had made and behold, it was very good”. 
Folks, it vitally important that we understand what God wanted from the 
start. This equality between a husband and a wife.  
 
 
How did God conceive of the concept of equality between the man and the 
woman that guided Him to make the decision to create them that way? 
 God wanted a husband and his wife, bound in the most sacred of all 
unions, marriage, to share the same identical relationship He shared with both 
His Son and His Spirit.   
 
From the beginning God wanted a husband and his wife to enjoy the same kind 
of equality and intimacy in their relationship that He shared with His Son and 
with His Spirit. Boy I wish every marriage knew that today. 
 
That’s what God wanted for us all. 
 

And I can’t help but think how much easier would it be today for a wife 
who discovers, through God’s Word, that He has granted her husband authority 
over her in the marriage relationship.  

 
And I don’t mean easier in the practical everyday living out and dealing 

with that reality. But I mean easier to accept and embrace if she could 
understand that it NOT what He wanted for her, not what He wanted for them in 
the beginning. 
 
He wanted them to be as equal as He and His Son and His Spirit were and are.  
I believe this was what God intended the structure for a marriage to be, until it 
got changed. 
  
 
When did God’s original intent and design of marriage change? 

Genesis 3:1-3 
It’s not my intention to dissect the account known as “the fall of man” here but it 
is a vital part of our study of the husband being granted authority over his wife. 
 
Eve gives a great answer to the serpent. She does adlib slightly but not enough 
to hurt anything. Her little adlib was she told the serpent that not only were they 
told not to “eat” of the “forbidden fruit, but she added they were not to even 
“touch” it or they would surely die. Ever notice that? Not a big deal but 
interesting.  
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How did Adam and Eve find out that they were not to eat of the fruit from 
the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil? 
 Genesis 2:16-17 
Adam and Eve did not find out about the rule at the same time. They did not!  
 
We know Adam was given the rule by God Himself.  

Genesis 2:16  
Look what it says, “The Lord God commanded the man” saying, don’t eat of the 
fruit of that tree or you will surely die.  
 
 
When and how did Eve find out about it?    When was she told? 

We are not told. 
  

But, since she knew the rule quite well, we can surmise that she found out 
about it 1 of 2 ways: 

1. God would have pulled her aside and told her the same thing he told 
Adam 

2. Or Adam would have told her and tried to empress upon her the 
importance of not eating from that tree. 

 
Let me quickly give you my 2 cents and we’ll move on. If God was the one to 
tell her do you think He might have added something to it, something He failed 
to warn Adam about? About not even “touching” it?   It’s inconsistent, isn’t it? 
 
Or do you perhaps think that Adam, in his attempt to totally discourage his wife 
from ever eating from the tree, told her not only, “don’t eat from it”, but “don’t 
even touch it”. Interesting thought.  
 
Because of her adlib answer to the serpent, I think it was Adam who told Eve 
about not eating from the tree and added, “don’t even touch it”.  Not that it 
makes a difference, but we know what’s coming here.  
 
 
We know they both eventually disobey God and eat of the fruit.  Eve ate first 
and then gave some to Adam and he ate. That late afternoon God comes into 
the Garden and can’t find either one of them because they’re hiding because 
they both now realize that this whole time they have been naked. 
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Genesis 3:14 
Here we have the after effects of their disobedience. Again, the whole Fall of 
Man is an important study on its own that we won’t get into. But it is here we 
read God’s response to the serpent first, then Eve and then Adam. 
 
God’s addresses them in the order of offenses. The serpent first, then Eve and 
then Adam.  (Verse 14-15) 

Included in God’s remarks to the serpent is the first of the many wonderful 
glimpses into the plan of redemption that had already been written, already in 
place and was ready to go at the fullness of time.  
 
(read verse 15)    As important as Christmas is, the first thing God tells us 
about the plan of redemption is NOT about our Lord’s birth but rather His death. 
This verse reveals that His death will bring about the victory over the sin that 
Adam and Eve have now exposed mankind to. 
 
What 2 thing did God tell Eve in response to her disobedience? 

1. “I will greatly increase your pain in child birth 
     with pain you will give birth to children” 
I really don’t think it’s a big deal that He repeats that, do you? It’s not significant 
at all I don’t think. 
 

2. “Yet, your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you” 
The word “rule” used here is the same word God uses in Genesis 1:18.  
KJ version actually uses the word “rule” where more modern translations use 
the word “govern”, which is fine. 
 
Hebrew: Maw – shal’ = It primarily means, “to rule, to have dominion, to 
governor, to reign or to rule with power”. There isn’t much doubt about the 
meaning God communicates here. From this point on, indicating it was not that 
way originally, the husband would have a delegated authority over his wife.  
 
 
Both Adam and Eve had eaten the forbidden fruit so why does God place 
him in authority over her? 

I Timothy 2:11-15 
I want you to understand the context of I Timothy 2. Paul didn’t just start laying 
out the ground rules and structure of the marriage relationship here. That’s not 
his intent. 
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The Apostle is giving instructions to young Timothy who Paul had apparently 
instructed to remain in Ephesus to help this fledgling church become 
established.  
 
Paul was giving Timothy instruction as to the orderly conduct of the church as it 
applies to such things as prayer and worship. But, everything he says in 
chapter 2 is based on verses 5 and 6. 
 

Jesus Christ is the one and only mediator between God and man 
because He is the one who willingly gave Himself as a ransom for our sin.  

 
That is the focus of all the Apostle is saying here and we must accept 

what he has to say with that in mind. No matter what he may be asking of each 
of us.  Amen? 
 
What were the 2 reasons given as to why Adam was granted authority 
over Eve?    (verse 12 – 14) 

1. Verse 13:   Even though both had disobeyed, Adam was created first so 
he would be the one who would be placed in charge of the household.  

2. Verse 14:   Since Eve was “deceived” and was the first to “fall into 
transgression”, she would be placed in a submissive role in the marriage. 
NIV -  “Adam was not the one deceived (by Satan). It was the woman who 
was deceived (again by Satan) and became a sinner”.  

Again, both Adam and Eve made the decision to disobeyed God’s one 
command. But the big issue here is this:  Eve’s decision to disobey was 
influenced by the Devil, but Adam decision to disobey was influenced by his 
wife. 
 

Roles of the husband and the wife in marriage.  
Ephesians 5:21-33 

1. And what we’re going to find is that this privilege of the husband to “rule” 
over his wife, has with it some strange standards and guidelines. 

2. By the same token we’ll discover the submissive role of the wife may not 
as over bearing and burdensome as we might initially think.   

 
Ephesians 5:21 

What is the over-riding standard of both roles for husbands and wives? 
 Both must remember they are to carry out their roles and responsibilities 
with the attitude that in doing so they each are in essence demonstrating their 
submission to Christ. And their joint submission to Christ is to be done with 
great respect even fear of Christ Himself. 
 



  

  9 

Ephesians 5:22-33 
Paul goes back and forth in his discord here on the roles of husbands and 
wives. The first thing I noticed was that he starts with wives and their role of 
submission, however, the vast majority of the instructions do not deal with her 
but with the husbands. 
  

Ephesians 5:22-24 
What are some of the main points the Apostle makes about a wife’s role in 
marriage? 
1. (vs 22) The wife is to be “subject” (NAS) to her “own” husband.   (NIV) 
Wives, “submit to your husbands”. Other translation read, “be in 
submission”. 

2. (vs 22) She is to do so as if she is subject herself to her Lord.  
3. (vs 23) Why? Because God has place him as “head” of his wife, in the 
same way that Christ is the “head” of the church, He Himself being the 
Savior of that body (the church). 

4. (vs 24) So as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be 
(subject) to their husbands in everything”. 

 
Ephesians 5:25-30 

What is the main responsibility of a husband’s role in ruling over his wife?  
To love her with the same degree of passion and affection and devotion 

displayed by Christ for His bride, the church, when He gave Himself up for her 
on the Cross of Calvary.  That’s our minimum standard fellows. 
 
 

What must a husband be willing to do with the authority God has 
entrusted to him in the marriage?   (vs 25) 
 He must be willing to lay down his life for his family. As Christ was the 
Savior for the whole world, a husband is in essence to be the savior for his 
family.  

I’m not using the term “savior” in the sense of salvation, however the 
dedication of a husband to have the same level of commitment to his wife as 
Christ did, will go a long way in helping his wife come to know Christ herself. 

And we’re going to see that the wife has the same opportunity to help her 
husband to come to know Christ through her dedication to her role in the 
marriage as well. 

But first, for the husband, we’re talking about a massive responsibility 
here. To live a life of devotion and service that mirrors’ the life of Christ Himself.  

A life we have recorded for us as He lived here on this earth and also 
continues to live out as an example for us in heaven.  



  

  10 

It’s as if the Apostle is saying that everything Christ Jesus did for the 
church, and the wonderful things that happened because of it, are exactly what 
God expects and desires of the husband in marriage. And the entire 
responsibility falls on the one with the authority to make it happen. It’s called 
doing what right. 

 
Ephesians 5:28-30 

So what’s the bottom line to the husband’s role as “head” over his wife? 
He is to love his wife just as much and with as much devotion and 

dedication has he loves his own self.  
 

Why is this generally a good standard to go by?     (verse 29) 
Because most of us guys take pretty good care of ourselves. We’re pretty 

fussy about our health and our safety and happiness and our general well-
being. We are to apply that same level of care and concern and desire for well-
being for our spouses as well.  

 
Ephesians 5:31 

Paul now has some words for the both of them. 
Again, what are the 3 keys to a successful start to a marriage? 
 
As an Elder and at times the interim preacher, I have performed about a half a 
dozen weddings. And these 3 keys are the first 3 weeks of counseling with 
potential couples. I always figured my job was to try my best my best to talk 
them out of it and if I was not able to do that successful, I figured they had a 
good chance of making it. But this where I started with them. 
 
1. Leave –  leave Mom and Dad 

a. Physically – move out of the house. Don’t get married until you can. 
b. Financially – strive to become independent of the parents financial 
support. Today most couples are waiting until college is done, 
careers started. I see it as a good thing.  

c. Emotionally – no longer see Mom and Dad as your initial source of 
love, support, encouragement and stability. You and your spouse 
must become that for each another.  
 

  Now, leaving Mom and Dad does NOT mean severing all ties with them. 
Absolutely not!   
What it means is that your relationship changes from one of being in 

subjection and dependence on them, to one of being in an equal, adult 
relationship with them. 
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Will they still be a great source of help and advice? Certainly. Trudy and I 
fortunately both came from very stable, loving, Christian parents both married 
50 years. We learned and saw a ton of things to mimic and pattern our lives 
after.  
This “leaving” aspect may be as difficult for the parents as it is the couple. 
  
2. Cleave – This is the “hard work” part. Working through each others role. 
Comparing and combining thoughts, ambitions, desires, expectations, 
goals, fears, etc.  This is where you hash out such things as kids (yes, no, 
how many) politics, religion, careers.   

 
Let me give you just one example:  “Expectations in the marriage”.  
 On average most husbands have about 5. They’re pretty basic. 
Wives on the other hand have roughly 400. The 1st 50 have to do with just 
the wedding. 

Do you see a potential problem here? And to make it worse, the 
vast majority of both spouses’ expectations are unrealistic.  
 

3. Become one flesh – The intimacy of becoming one flesh enjoyed by 
husbands and wives is flat out God’s beautiful gift to every couple. But 
becoming one is much more than just the sexual aspect of it.  

It’s becoming “one person”, “one heart, “one mind”, one life” while at 
the same time maintaining your own originality and personality. 

  
Speaking of authority, we immediately see here the man’s responsibility 

to not misuse his delegated authority improperly or selfishly but rather he is to 
rule with love and compassion. And the Bible is clear. It the same love and 
compassion with which God rules over each of us.  
 
Husbands, we must realize that every level of delegated authority is 
structured or patterned after God’s Divine authority over each one of us. 
We don’t want to miss this truth. 
  
And wives, anyone who willingly places themselves under any type of 
delegated authority, whether it be in the home, in the church or in the 
state, is ultimately placing themselves under the Divine authority of God 
Himself by doing so.     Does everybody understand that? 
 
That’s why those who have been given this delegated authority by God need to 
be very careful how they carry out that authoritative role they have been 
entrusted with.  
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I submit to you that I see this authority that God delegates to husbands as 

being very near and dear to His heart. Husbands, must never use their 
delegated authority inappropriately. Those who abuse it will be sorry they did. 
 
Proverb 11:29 
 “He who bring trouble to his house, shall inherit the wind” 
God is very serious about the abuse or misuse of the delegated authority He 
has entrusted to the head of the house.  
 
How does the Apostle sums up all he has said?     

Ephesians 5:33 
As we see, living under the rule of her husband wasn’t just something she was 
going to have just live with and like it. In the home the wife was to extend to her 
husband the same level and sincerity of respect that she was to extend to God 
Himself.  

 
Later on we’ll see how this same “Duty of respect” will follow into others 

levels of Delegated Authority.  
 
In the book entitled, “Love and Respect” Dr. Emerson Eggerichs in referring to 
this verse, describes in great detail, this combination of love and respect as, 
“having everything to do with the kind of marriage you will have”. I highly 
recommend the book. 
 
And as we speak about authority in the home, the scripture teaches about the 
tremendous power of a godly woman who accepts and honors this role of 
submission to her husband’s authority.  
 

I Peter 3:1-2 
How might the role of a submissive, respectful wife help her husband? 

Here the Apostle Peter talks about this tremendous power of a wife who is 
not only submissive to her husband’s authority over her, but also does so with 
such purity and respect for him, that she is able to help her non-believing 
husband come to Christ.  

 
What is the husband actually seeing in his respectful wife? 

He is seeing Christ for the first time. Same thing a wife sees in a loving 
husband.  
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As many of you may or may not know, I am that husband. I stand before you to 
day largely because of the beautiful, respectful behavior of my wife Trudy that I 
could not deny.  
 
The Greek word translated “respect” in our Bible’s is an interesting word.  
Verb “to respect” (Greek) “to look away from all else in order to focus on one 
thing”.  In this case it is to be your husband. 
 
I’ve seen this “look” in a corporate setting. I have been in conventions and 
meetings where the speaker is so dynamic that everyone sits there glue to 
every word. You’re looking away from everything else and focusing totally on 
them. Captain Sully is a good example. He had 247 seconds to do something. 
 
That’s respect!  We get a lot of different looks from our wives don’t we fellows. 
Usually it’s that “look” that means, “He is clueless”! 
 
But you can also see when she has a great deal of respect and admiration for 
who you are and what you’re doing to build a positive marriage. You get a very  
“different look” from her then don’t you? 
 
 
A husband is to use the Delegated Authority from God to love his wife love as 
Christ loved His church and the wife is to submit to her husband with respect as 
she would to Christ. 
 

Husbands you will find it very easy to love a spouse who extents to 
you the same level of respect and admiration she gives to her Lord.  

And wives, you will find it very easy to submit to a spouse who loves 
you with the same level of love and devotion he give to his Lord.   
 
It works very well. It’s a pretty simple formula. 
 
One last thing, we are each to fulfill our roles in the marriage even if the other 
one is not. It’s easy to love someone who respects you or respect someone 
who loves you. The hard part is fulfilling your role of either love or respect, even 
when the other person is not. 
 
These roles are NOT conditional upon the other spouse doing their part first or 
in return. The reason for that is God’s love for each of us was certainly NOT 
conditional upon us loving Him first or in return.  


