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Authority in the Family 
Part 2 

“Parents and Children” 
Week  5           
 
Introduction: 
 Last week we started to look at the 1st level of Delegated Authority. 
Authority in the home. The family was the first unit of people brought together.  

 
Many believe it was to be the very foundation of all other people groups to 

follow and when the family unit would begin to unravel in a community or 
country or culture, the entire community or country or culture would begin to 
come apart as well.    
 
We looked at what I believe is the original intent and design of the relationship 
between a husband and a wife. I believe the Bible reveals that God originally 
intended that there would be no different levels of authority between husbands 
and wives. I think we’ll see more evidence of that here in minute.  
 
Unfortunately because Eve was the first one to fall for Satan’s lies, one of the 
consequences for her actions was that from that point on wives would live in a 
submissive role to their husband. We also saw that she was not just to do so 
begrudgingly but rather with an appropriate level of respect for her mate. 
 
We also noted that since delegated authority isn’t really authority at all, the 
husband certainly has no reason to act superior over his wife in any way. The 
fact of the matter is, the authority he has been entrusted with was to be totally 
used for the good of his wife and family. 
 
We came to the conclusion that every level of delegated authority is structured 
or patterned after God’s Divine authority over each one of us.  
 
We also realized that anyone who willingly places themselves under any type of 
delegated authority, is ultimately placing themselves under the Divine authority 
of God Himself by doing so.   
 

Husbands will find it very easy to love a spouse who extents to them 
the same level of respect and admiration she gives to her Lord.  

And wives will find it very easy to submit to a spouse who loves 
them with the same level of love and devotion he give to his Lord.   

It works very well.   It’s a pretty simple formula. 
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The final point we made was that:  
We are each to fulfill our roles in the marriage even if the other one is not. 

It’s easy to love someone who respects you or respect someone who loves you. 
The hard part is fulfilling your role of either love or respect, even when the other 
person is not. 
 
These roles are NOT conditional upon the other spouse doing their part first or 
in return. The reason for that is God’s love for each of us was certainly NOT 
conditional upon us loving Him first or in return.  
 
 
That brings us to the 2nd type of Delegated Authority in the family unit.  
 
The scripture is very clear concerning the authority God has entrusted to 
parents over their children. And when it comes to the children, there appears to 
be no difference in the level of authority between the parents.  
 
The responsibility for raising children is shared equally between mom and dad. 
And this structure appears to have been in place both before and after the Fall 
in the garden. God’s original intent and design has been, and still is, that both 
parents have equal authority and responsibility in bringing up a child.  
 
Throughout the scriptures we see where there is no distinction of who was to do 
the teaching or the instructing in the home. It appears that the responsibility of 
teaching and training and disciple falls on both parents equally. Both were to be 
equally involved and responsible.  
 
Let’s establish that with some Old and New Testament scriptures: 
 

Proverb 1:1-8  
This verse addressed to both sons and daughters is an admonition to obey 
both parents.  
 NAS: “Hear, (listen to) your father’s instructions” . But then it goes on as if 
to say, whatever you do, “do not forsake your Mother’s teachings” either. 
 
In Proverbs 6:20 we have the same admonition to children repeated almost 
word for word. It is quite obvious that in the area of teaching and instruction, 
there is no difference between the father’s role and the mother’s.  
 
Now, if you grab a concordance and look for other verses supporting this you 
do find more verses mentioning fathers verses mothers but that’s antidotal. 
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For example in Proverbs 4:1 we see the admonition is for sons to again “Hear 
the instruction of your father”, without any mention of the Mother.  
However, if you keep reading there is something very beautiful revealed here.  
 
 Proverbs 4:2-4 
In verse 3, the NIV translation of this verse misses something. It simply says,  

“When I was a boy in my father’s house, still tender, and an only child of 
my mother”. 

 
But the NAS has a much more literal (word for word) translation and it reveals 
something very important.  
 “When I was a son to my father, tender and the only son, in sight of my 
mother”, and then it continues. 
 
What is verse 3 really implying? 

That, yes, the son and daughter are being admonished to ”hear their 
father’s instructions” and yet that instruction from the father is being reinforced 
and supported in the back ground, “within the sight of my Mother”. See that??  
It is a beautiful insight into God’s ideal design for a family. 
 
 Proverbs 31:1 
This is the Proverb known as the “Description of the Virtuous Woman”. Starting 
in verse 10 there is a wonderful, detailed description of the life and actions of a 
Godly Woman, Wife and Mother.   
 
It gives a pretty comprehensive look at the life of a woman who is said to be; 

1. “a woman who fears the Lord”  - verse 30 
2. “a  wife who is excellent”  - verse 10 
3. and a mother whose children will “rise up and bless her”  -  verse 28  

 
Where did this marvelous teaching about this Godly woman come from? 

It was given to a king named Lem-u’-el by his Mother.  
 
Verse 1 

“The words of King Lemuel, the “oracle” (literally “the burden”) which his 
Mother taught him. 
 
Here is some of the most prominent teaching in the scripture concerning the life 
and actions of a Godly woman, wife and mother and they were given to us, and 
immortalized for us in the Word of God by a mom.   
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So, in the area of training up children, both parents equally share in the 
authority and responsibility of doing so.     Any questions?? 
 
Now parents may, and often do, focus on different aspect of their children’s 
training. The 2 words we read back in Proverb 1:8 “instructions” from the father 
and “teachings” from the mother seem to support that. And we’ll see that again 
here shortly.  
  
So again the parents may focus on different aspects and subjects of the 
“training up” of a child, but as far as authority and responsibility, God has 
entrusted both parents with equal amounts.  
 
 

Eph 6:1 
What do we learn about the parent’s authority over their children in the 
home? 

It is equally shared by both parents.   
 
How do we know that? 

Because in verse 1 the children are instructed to “obey” both their fathers 
and their mothers, “in the Lord”. (We’ll come back to that prepositional phrase 
here in a moment) 
 
Now, we don’t want to miss something here. Notice the Apostle finishes up the 
verse with the words, “for this is right”. Now, remember our discussion that 
anyone entrusted with authority must do what’s right with it.  
 
 
What do we learn from that last comment of Paul here? 

The responsibility of doing what’s right falls on some else as well. We 
learn that there is a new side to the same coin. Here it’s not the person with the 
authority being told to use it right, it’s the person who finds themselves under 
the authority of another being told that doing so, obeying, is the “right” thing to 
do.   

You see the responsibility of doing what’s right applies to both the one 
with the authority and the one in submission to someone in authority. Both must 
do what’s right. In this case it the children who must “do what’s right” by obeying 
both parents. Last week we saw where it is wife who is to “do what’s right” by 
being in submission to her husband. 
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As far as the relationship between the husband and the wife, there is a clear 
difference in the level of authority between them which we have pointed out.  
But when it come the children, there is no difference in the level of authority or 
responsibility over them.  
 
Both parents have equal power and authority over the children in the home. To 
me this was also another indication that God had originally intended that there 
be no authority between the husbands and wives. 
 
 

Ephesian 6:2 
What else indicates that both parents are to have equal authority over the 
children? 
   Because the Apostle Paul goes on to quote the 5th Commandment, instructing 
children to “honor your father and mother”, meaning “BOTH” your Father and 
your Mother.  

 
The Greek verb used here by Paul, translated “honor” in our New 

Testament’s, literally means, “to place a value on something or (in this case) 
someone”.  His point to the children is that they are to place an “extremely high” 
value on their parents and that value is to be equal to both moms and dads.  
 
 
Why do you think God‘s design was that there be equal authority for the 
parents in the home concerning children? 

It would be important for the children to know that whichever one of them 
spoke, it was the same message with equal authority no matter whose lips the 
instruction or directions were coming from. God did not want there to be any 
confusion on the part of the children when it comes to obeying mom or dad. 
 
Nothing undermines parental authority today any quicker than one or the other 
parent being more lenient or softer on their kids then the other parent. Children 
learn quickly that they can take their cause up the chain of command hoping to 
get a different answer for one or the other parent. 
 
This truth will require a great deal of communication between the parents. They 
must be on the same page so they don’t get caught in the middle of a differing 
of opinion. This is one of the big reasons why the scripture encourages 
believers to marry other believers.  
  

II Corth 6:14 Remember, “in the Lord” back in verse 1? 
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The idea is that at least you’re starting from the same foundational set of 
standards in bringing up you children which is of course the word of God.  
Trudy and I were very mismatched when we first got married. 
 
Paul also mentions something about obeying parents being the 1st 
commandment with a promise.  
 

Ephesian 6:3 
What’s the promise? 

1. “So that it may be well with you” 
2. and “that you may live long on the earth” 

Now, that’s quite a promise. 
 
The other week we briefly mentioned “rewards” for those in authority who use 
that authority to do what’s right. But there are also rewards for those who do 
what’s right by “obeying” and in doing so, “honoring” those in authority over 
them.   
  
Any questions? 
 

Colossians 3 
In chapter 3 of Paul’s letter to the Colossians he is speaking about the New 
Life in Christ and how we are to “PUT ON” the new self. He spends the first 11 
verses dealing those things we need to abandon in our lives. He even gets to 
the point where he tells us to finally “put these things to death”. 
 
From verse 12 to the end of the chapter he listed the things we are to “put on”.  

Col 3:12-16  
 
Verse 17 is the key to being able to successfully put off and put on what he has 
just listed for us.  
 
But verse 17 is also the key to successfully fulfilling all the practical applications 
to this new life he has just described. From verse 18 to the end of the chapter 
he addresses the roles and responsibilities of husbands, wives, children, slaves 
and masters. 
 
He more or less repeats what he taught in his letter to the Ephesians but with a 
little less detail. Again, instructions to husbands and wives: 

Col 3:18 - 19   
 



  

  7 

Next he addresses the authority structure in the home again showing that both 
parents have equal authority in the area of child rearing.  

Col 3:20   
 
In verse 21 the Apostle gives some specific, unusual instructions to fathers:  

Col 3:21, Eph 6:4 
 

What do you make of these two passages? 
When it comes to discipline, fathers don’t always handle situations the 

best. That’s a very politically correct way of saying it. 
 
What seems to be the thing that fathers don’t handle very well? 

They seem to struggle with, what I will describe as, the proper level of 
intensity”  used or needed when teaching or instructing or disciplining. 
 
One of the biggest mistakes fathers make with their children is being so 
“authoritative” or so domineering or so “intense”, (whatever term you think is 
appropriate) that what they’re trying to do becomes counter productive.  
 
It’s not that the things they’re teaching are wrong but it’s the delivery method 
that is, at times, so over the top that it over shadows the lesson itself.  
 
 
The NIV uses a very descriptive word here in Ephesians 6:4 and the NAS uses 
the same word in Col 3:21.  
 
What does the word, “exasperate” seem to be illustrating? 

It’s used to describe the level of anxiety and frustration a child can have 
with their authoritative fathers. In the context it means they become so 
overwhelmed by their father’s insistence, that instead of trying harder to excel, 
they give up trying or worse yet, rebel altogether.  
 
You all know Trudy and I come from a big Little League town. Our home town, 
Williamsport, Pa, is the home of Little League Baseball. That’s where Little 
League started some 85 years ago and where the World Series of Little League 
is held each year. 
 
But, at these games, I have seen fathers, up in the bleachers, so emphatic with 
their 9 year old about how they’re to stand or how they’re to hold the bat or how 
they’re to swing, that the kid literally gives up even trying. 
  That’s “exasperating” your kids. 
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This is a hard lesson for fathers to learn. But I want to tell you, you need to 
learn not to be a father who exasperates their kids because as much as it can 
be a hard thing for fathers to do, it is a much harder thing to undo with your kids 
when they gets to that point.  
 
 
Why isn’t Mom given the same instruction? 

The proper level of intensity needed when teaching or disciplining seems 
to be intuitive for her. If there is any fault with Moms it most often in the other 
direction. Because of a women’s God created nature, she may have a tendency 
to be too light, too lenient when it comes to certain aspects of training or 
discipline. 
 
 
What standard ought fathers to use when administering discipline and 
instruction to their children?   (verse 4) 
 When it comes to the discipline and instruction of their children, fathers 
are to have the same attitude and the same mindset as our Heavenly Father 
has when he disciplines and instructs us.  
 
There are times when our heavenly father deals with us harshly and it hurts. But 
He does so while at the same time always reassuring us we are still dearly 
loved by Him and are still His most prized possession.   
 
 

I Timothy 3:4-5 
In this passage we see Paul giving Timothy a list of qualifications or more 
accurately seen as qualities that ought to be present in the life of a man desiring 
to be an elder or “overseer” in the church.   
 
In verse 12 he gives virtually the same teaching concerning those who would 
be deacons. We’re going to focus on these positions when we look at the next 
level of delegated authority, that being the church. 
 
In verse 4 how does the Apostle Paul describe the authoritative role of the 
father in the home as it relates to his children? 

He uses the term “manage” his house.    
 
What does he mean by “manage”? 

The word “manage” that he uses here covers a number of things but one 
in particular is the way he handles the teaching and disciplining of his children. 
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Fathers need to learn to balance their authoritative role so as to “keep his 
children under control” but do so in such a way that the children understand it’s 
for their own good and that their dad has their best interest at heart. 
 
 Verse 4 
If a father manages his home properly, how will his children respond? 
NAS:  “keeping his children under control with “all dignity”. 
NIV:  “see that his children obey him with “proper respect”   
 
Here is the same admonition to the children that was made to wives concerning 
one having authority over them. They were to also accept their father’s 
delegated authority over them by treating their father with the same level of 
respect they would give their heavenly Father.   
 
  
Although both wives and children were to have the attitude of “respect” for 
those in authority over them, the big difference is how they were instructed to 
respond to that one in authority: 

Wives were instructed to “submit”  (Eph 5:22) 
Children are instructed to “obey”    (Eph 6:1)            

 
 But both were to done out of respect.  
 
 
Now, sometime in the future we’ll come back to more teaching on parents 
bringing up their children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.  
We’ll define both of those terms and greatly expand on each one of them. 
 
We’ll break each down to the practical application of each one and how to do it 
so that your kids will understand your discipline and instruction is “of the Lord”. 
 
Any questions??? 
 
 

Deuteronomy 6 
Deuteronomy is a fascinating Book. It is the last of the 5 Books written by 
Moses. In fact it ends with the record of Moses’ death on Mount Nebo. And it’s 
written just prior the Israelites finally crossing over into the land promised to 
them some 40 years earlier.  
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Now, you’re probably asking yourself, why are we looking at that? The book is 
actually God’s way of preparing these people to finally receive all that He had 
intended for them when He brought them out of Egypt.  
 
This was to be a new start for them. The real beginning of the Israelite as a 
settled nation. They would no longer be nomads wandering the desert.  
 

They would finally enter into and eventually possess the land that had 
been promised to them. They would build cities and towns and communities 
and, with God’s blessing, would become one of the most prosperous nations in 
all of history.   

 
Chapters 1-3 is look back over last 40 years. All that has happened to 

finally bring them to this place and time. 
Chapter 4 is a national call to obedience a they start this new chapter. 
Chapter 5 God “recommits” Himself to the Covenant he has made with 

them and we have the 10 Commandments repeated. Later in chapter 10 we 
see where God Himself rewrites them on new tablets of stone. 
 
So here in chapter 6 is the beginning of Moses’ challenge to all of Israel to 
commit their lives and their hearts and their families to the commandments and 
the statues and the judgement God has laid out before them.  
 

Deut. 6:4-6 
With this new start and this new beginning, what were the 2 things that 
Moses reveals to them here that were to become the top priorities of their 
lives going forward? 

1. Who God is!     The Lord (one Supreme in Power and authority) is our 
God and that He is One 

2. Knowing who He was, they were to love Him with all their hearts and 
with all their souls and with all their might (strength). 

 
In verse 6 we’re told that these 2 teachings of Moses were to be something that 
the Israelites were to keep in their hearts, meaning “continually”. These 2 
teachings were the foundation to the success and prosperity of this great nation 
in their new land.  
 
But what I want you see is what Moses now reveals as the real key to making 
this new start an overwhelming success.  
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Verse 7: 
What’s the key to the Nation of Israel becoming all that God has planned 
for them? 

Teaching them “diligently to their kids”. 
 
There are a lot of things our kids need to learn. Teaching about life, family, 
work, health, safety, morals, respect, barely scratches the surface of all the 
things we need to help our kids to learn. 
 
But Deut 6:7 helps us as parents in one distinct way. It shows us the priority we 
are to have teaching our kids. That priority is to teach them about our wonderful 
Supreme Divine Heavenly Father.  
 
To teach them about how magnificent He is and how they are to love Him with 
all their heart and soul and mind and strength. 

 
Psalm 127:1 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who labor, labor in vain”. The verse is 
not talking about building a Ranch style or 2 story Colonial, or Cape Cod house. 
He is talking about building a home. 
 
A home focused and centered on our gracious and loving, all powerful heavenly 
Father. That lesson is to be our top priority as parents, because unless our 
children learn that, whatever else we teach them won’t matter a bit.  
   
 

Psalm 127:3       
“Behold, children are a gift of the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward, 
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one’s youth. 
How blessed is the man (and woman) who quiver is full of them”. 

 


