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II Level of Delegated Authority 
 “Spiritual Authority” 

Part 1 
Week  6             
Introduction: 

The 2nd level of Delegated Authority addressed in the scriptures is what I 
have called “Spiritual Authority”. This is the authority God has entrusted to 
individuals to handle the spiritual affairs of man. Aspect of “Civil” authority also. 

 
This type of delegated authority seems to carry with it the highest level of 

responsibility and is a real priority with God. Of the 3 levels, (the personal, 
spiritual and civil), it seems that God oversees or has the greatest personal 
involvement in this type of delegated authority. Much more “hands on”. 
 

For example if parents are not utilizing their delegated authority properly, 
there are consequences. The children may grow up without the proper direction 
in life and that could lead to all type of personal problems for them or their 
spouses, family or society in general. But we don’t see God personally stepping 
in and intervening in those situations. 
 
When those who have some type of civil authority, such as councilmen or 
senators or presidents, don’t use their authority properly, you don’t see God 
directly stepping in and dealing with those individuals. Elections and Coo’s? 
 
But on this level, the level of “spiritual” delegated authority, we will see where 
God quite often personally involves Himself in what’s going on. That’s what 
makes this section so interesting.  
 
When it involves the spiritual health or direction for, first of all the Nation of 
Israel, and then, later on, the church, God doesn’t seem to hesitate to intervene. 
Often times He Himself personally addresses the situation where there is a 
misuse or abuse of delegated spiritual authority.  
 
For example: 
1. OT: When King Saul’s reign began to implode with such debauchery and 
unfaithfulness, the scripture is clear. God removed him from throne.  

       I Samuel 15:28 “the Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today” 
2. NT:  Ananias and Sapphira foolishly defrauded the church of some funds. 
God stepped in but didn’t remove them from the church. He removed 
them from the earth.  Act 5:10  

See what I mean?  
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When it involves the spiritual health or well-being of either the Nation of Israel or 
the Church, God doesn’t seem to hesitate to intervene. 
 
Why do you think that’s the case? 

He realizes that so many problems in this world that appear to be social 
ills or interpersonal struggles or national problems are in reality spiritual in 
nature.  

It come back to Ephesians, “we war not against flesh and blood . . . . . . “ 
 

God knows that if the spiritual teachings and practices He has set in place were 
followed, many of the personal and social and even national problems of our 
time would be solved.  

 
I don’t think we’ll ever realize how many problems in our world today are  

actually spiritual in nature not social or civil problems. Let me show you a 
perfect example of that. Let me show you how closely the spiritual is bound to 
the social and civil aspects of our world.    
 
 2 Chronicles 7:11-18 
 
Now, when we’re dealing with the Nation of Israel we can’t always use the 
things God says to them and apply it to all nations. However, this verse does 
show the connection as I call it, between the spiritual health of a nation and 
their physical and national struggles that all countries face.  
 
 
What are 2 physical issues Israel may have to face and deal with in the 
years to come?     (Verses 13 and 18) 
       Natural disasters such as drought bringing about years of poor crop yield  
       Leadership issues where there were unqualified, unavailable people to lead  
 
Very few people today would recognize these problems as “spiritual” in nature.  
Again, I have always understood verse 14 as a promise made specifically to 
Israel. 

But it does really illustrate the “connection” between all kinds of different 
trouble that a nation can encounter and the spiritual nature of the cure or the 
remedy for those problems.   
  

I know this verse was spoken to Israel alone. But I have always thought 
that any nation who would recognize and acknowledge the existence of “The 
Supreme Divine Creator” would humble themselves before Him, and pray and 
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seek His face and turn from their wicked ways, that God just might hear them 
from heaven and just might be willing forgive their sins and heal their land.    

Just my humble opinion! 
 

So let’s go back to the source of all authority in this world. You remember in 
week 3 we went back and looked at the source. We looked at the creation 
account in Genesis where we saw the source of authority on display.  
 
And we looked at other verses such as Psalm 24:1-2 where we learned: 
      “The earth is the Lord and all it contains, the world and those who dwell in it” 
 
And then we read in Psalm 100:3 
     “Know that the Lord Himself is God, it is He who made us and not we 
ourselves” 
 
And from Proverbs 8, we learned that the authority from which God thinks and 
plans and acts is from His infinite wisdom and knowledge. The authority He 
possesses, demonstrated so dramatically in Creation, is understood as “Divine” 
or in other words, “that which comes from God”. It is very clear through the 
scriptures that God’s authority is unquestionable and unchallenged.  
 
There is nothing more important for the world to know today and for us to 
understand, then the fact that we are not just creatures of happenstance and 
coincidences. We were thought about and planned for and created with great 
purpose and great hope by a loving and caring Heavenly Father.  
  
Our creator has the exclusive right and privilege to do as He pleases with that 
which He has created. As the Creator of the universe He has complete and 
absolutely authority over every aspect of this world.  
 
The Genesis account of creation is the epitome of the definition of authority. 
That being, the one who has the “right to both command and enforce 
obedience”.  
 
As we read the creation account we wonder what level of authority God must 
have when at the sound of His voice an entire universe comes into existence? 
At His command worlds appear. Heavens appear. Earth and seas appear. Life 
of all types appears.   
 
Where does authority come from? It comes from our Creator God who has 
absolute and unquestionable authority over our lives.       
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Today we’re going to look at the History of delegated spiritual authority: 
Throughout the Old and New Testament there has been a history of 

delegated authority on a spiritual level. Often times it has to do with God’s 
specific plan for His people. He entrusts individuals with His authority in order 
that His will and His way is taught and practiced and the blessing of doing so 
become obvious. 
 
But there also times when we see Him delegating authority based on a 

particular situation going on at the time. He will at times pull the authority given 
to one individual or group and turn it give over to someone else, as He did with 
Saul.  
 

We’re going to spend this week going through the Old Testament. Next week 
NT, Christ and the Apostles. And in week 3, also the NT The Church. 
 
 
I. The 1st group of individuals seen as having some level of Delegated 

Spiritual Authority were those known as Patriarch’s: 
 

After the Fall of man there were times when God choose certain men who 
would lead and speak for Him. Godly men such as Enoch, Methuselah, and of 
course Noah. God worked mightily through these men before there was a 
nation or a people.    
 
But the first, real phase of individuals with delegated spiritual authority where 
those prominently known as the Patriarchs. Specifically, Patriarch’s of the 
Jewish faith. The age of the patriarchs started of course with Abraham.  
 
 
Genesis 12:1-3 
        Abram, who would become Abraham, was of course the one God selected 
to begin a family that would become a nation. But this nation, this people was to 
be different from any other nation or people on the face of the earth.  
 
Because this family would become a people known as the “Children of God”.  
And they would become a one-of-a-kind country.  
 
They were not going to be like any other country or state with a human sitting 
Monarch. They were to be a theocracy. A people and a nation whose King was 
their God, and whose constitution was His covenant with them. 
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And because of that structure, if we could use that word, the early Patriarch’s 
would be entrusted with a certain level of delegated spiritual authority that they 
were to use as God directed.  
 
The unusual aspect to this authority is that it was endowed upon the head of the 
family. Here in verse 3 the promise of God’s blessing or cursing upon other 
nations was not made to the nation that would one day form, but to Abraham 
himself.   
 
And as we read through Genesis you see this same endowment being made,  
first of all, to Abraham’s son Isaac. 
 Genesis 26:3-5. 
 
Later we see the same privileges extended to Isaac’s son, Jacob who would 
eventually be known as Israel. His 12 sons would one day become the 12 tribes 
of this great nation.     

Genesis 35:9-12 
 

The agreement or covenant, as it is called, established a personal tie to 
Almighty God Himself. That tie, that connection, carried with it a level of 
authority that would allow these men to lead their people. It was not so much a 
govern authority used to rule, as it was a spiritual anointing.  
 
Now none of the Patriarchs worked any miracles or performed any big 
demonstrations of God’s authority in them. However, they did see some 
marvelous things. 
 
Abraham, more than once, spoke with angels. He was made privy to the 
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and the witnessed the miraculous birth of 
own son.  
Isaac, like his father was, several times, spoken to directly by God Himself. 
 
And Jacob, wrestled with an Angel, and literally “saw God face-to-face”.    At 
least that how he describes it in Gen 32:30.  
 

These men were the one individual who would go between the people 
and Jehovah God. They were the intercessors or the intermediaries.  Their role 
required absolute faithfulness and obedience to God. They were to set the 
standard of uncompromising loyalty for their people.  
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The last of the patriarchs receiving this hand of blessing upon them was 
Joseph, the next to the youngest of Jacob’s 12 sons. Of all the Patriarchs, 
Joseph was one who God gave the incredible authority to both have and 
interpret dreams. 
 
It would prove to be both a curse and yet eventually a blessing for Joseph but it 
was a means for God to preserve the Nation of Israel until the time of Moses.  
 
II. The 2nd time we see God entrusting a certain level of Delegated 

Spiritual Authority, it was not to a group of individual, but to one 
man, Moses: 

 
The next era of delegated spiritual authority is referred to as the Mosaic Age. 
The birth and life of Moses was miraculous from the start. He was obviously 
going to be God’s choice to become the leader of His people and the one who 
would lead them out of captivity. 
 

Exodus 3:10-14 
Why does God bestow a level of delegated authority to Moses? 

God knew he would need it to convince the Israelites living in captivity in 
Egypt that God had truly sent him to deliver them. 
 
This would be like me going and telling my big brother to “get home”.   
 
When Moses asks God, what if the people ask me, “Who sent you, what is 
His name”, how does God tell Moses to answer them? 
 Tell them, “I Am Who I Am” set me. 
God’s name is a statement of His Divine and unmatched authority.  
 
When God says that “I Am who I Am” it implies 2 things:     
 (1st) “I Am” or “I Exist” as no one else exists. In a sense that He has never 
had a beginning and will never have an end. No one exists that way.  
 (2nd) I Am because I Am means that “The cause of His being is Himself”. 
The reason for His eternal existence is Himself. He is the one who makes His 
own eternal existence possible. Different from ourselves who do NOT make our 
own existence possible.  
 
In Exodus 4 God uses several demonstrations to convince Moses of the power 
and authority He has been given. The authority delegated to Moses was 
perhaps the most powerful God had ever or would ever give to anyone short of 
the Apostles.  
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He was given the power and authority to perform miraculous signs and wonders 
which he later does in the presence of Pharaoh and the Israelites. Moses’ 
greatest demonstration of the authority entrusted to him was seen at the parting 
of the Red Sea which finally freed the Israelites once and for all from Pharaoh’s 
grip.   
 
It was during the time of Moses that God handed to him the statues and 
decrees that the Nation of Israel was to live by during their time of existence 
that included the 10 Commandments. 
 

Exodus 20:1-17   (also in Deut 5:6-21) 
It was called simply, ‘The Law”, “The Torah” or “Law of Moses” as it came to be 
known since it was given through his leadership.  
 
The law was to be the spiritual guide for the Nation of Israel. It dictated the 
moral and ethical conduct God required of His people. It contained 100’s of 
decrees intended to build a nation of men and women who were totally different 
from any other nation of the face of the earth. 
  
The law also laid out God’s vision for a place of worship, the tabernacle, and a 
priesthood who would minister in that most sacred place. In the law there were 
also previsions for different levels of delegated spiritual authority through the 
priests who were called to work in the tabernacle and stand in the very 
presence of God. 
  
In Leviticus 8 we read where the priesthood was establish through the linage 
of Aaron and tribe of Levi. The priests were also entrusted with this spiritual 
authority in order to hold the children of Israel’s feet to the fire sort of speak 
when it came to worship and interacting with God. Because of their position, 
they were held to the highest standards in morality and obedience.  
 
 Leviticus 10 sadly records the actions of the Nadab and Abihu who failed 
to understand the level of seriousness they were to have as priests. It would 
cost them their lives.  
 
Again, the authority and responsibility that the priests were given was to give 
spiritual leadership for the people, not a governing positioning as it was with 
men like Moses and then Joshua.  
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III. The 3rd group of individuals seen as having some level of Delegated 
Spiritual Authority were the Judges: 

 
Judges came after the death of Moses and Joshua. As you read the first couple 
of chapters of The Book of Judges you see the turmoil Israel was in without a 
strong leader. 
 

Judges 2:10-12 
The “whole generation” mentioned here in verse 10, were all the generations up 
to and including the life of Joshua.  
 
Because of this situation, the bible says, “God raised up judges” for them.  

Judges 2:18   
 
As far as delegated authority, the judges had the distinct privilege of having a 
dual role. Theirs was both a “civil” authority, a true leadership role, and a 
“spiritual” side as well. It seemed that as long as there was a strong judge over 
Israel, the people not only prospered over their enemies, but they also 
remained faithful to God and obedient to the Law of Moses.  
 
Strong judges like Deborah, Gideon, Jephthah and Sampson, though not 
perfect themselves, used the authority God entrusted to them to lead their 
people. A good example is the last verse in chapter 5 which contains the entire 
record of what’s called the “Song of Deborah”.  It seems to summarize what the 
country was like under the leadership of strong Godly judges. 
 Judges 5:31 
 
 
IV.   The 4th group of individuals seen as having some level of Delegated 

Authority were the Kings: 
  
Unlike the Judges who had both a “civil” and a “spiritual” authority, the 

“Kings” were purely a “civil” authority entrusted to them to help them rule. 
  
However, like the Judges, it seemed that as long as there was strong, Godly 

King over Israel, the people not only prospered over their enemies, but they 
also remained faithful to God and obedient to the Law of Moses.    
 
The history of the kings will just make you shake your head in amazement. 
Under just its 4th king, the Nation of Israel became divided into 2 groups.  
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The 10 tribes to the North, were called Israel, separated themselves from the 2 
tribes to the South which came to be known as Judah.   
 
Kings who reigned in both Israel and Judah covered the entire gamut. They 
were a picture of the good the bad and the ugly on steroids. Depending on the 
king at the time, Israel or Judah would prosper and flourish only to fall into 
disgrace and destruction with the next king to come along.  
 
Though the kings would witness God’s phenomenal, even miraculous blessings 
on their behalf, many would eventually fall back into the unfaithfulness and 
disobedience that would place their nation back under God’s judgement.  
 
 
V. During the time of the kings there was a 5th group of individuals who 

 God entrusted a special level of Delegated Spiritual Authority.    
 
Prophets: 

The first was Samuel of who the 2 Books of Samuel are named. Samuel was 
entrusted with a certain level of authority to not only be a “prophet” but a 
“Judge” of Israel as well.  
 I Samuel 7:15 – 17 
 
But for the most part, the role of the prophets like Samuel and those who 
followed after him, was strictly a spiritual authority. These individuals received 
the power and the authority to literally speak and act for God on any number of 
different occasions.  
 
A Prophet was entrusted with God’s authority in order for them to both forth-tell 
what God wanted preached or presented at the time. But they were also given 
the ability to foretell or predict future events concerning the Israelites. 
 
God would speak directly to and through these men. He called them to be the 
spiritual barometers for the Nation of Israel. And God especially called them to 
provide spiritual guidance for each of the kings who would lead both Judah and 
Israel. Although the Books of many of these prophets are listed at the end of the 
Old Testament, they lived and performed their work during the time of the kings.  
 
Some of the prophets were given tremendous insights into future events. 
Isaiah, for example, revealed many wonderful things concerning the coming of 
the messiah. His writings in fact gave him the reputation of being the messianic 
prophet.  Isaiah 53 is an entire chapter devoted to Christ’s suffering. 
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Other prophets such as Ezekiel and Daniel were shown things in visions that 
would not take place for 1,000’s of years. Many of the things they were shown 
by God relate to events that have yet to be revealed. And will only come to pass 
at the very end of time on this earth. 
  

Daniel 12:2-4, 8-9 
 
Some of the prophets were even given the ability to perform miracles and signs 
and wonders.  See on your handout: 
 Elijha 
  I Kings 17:14        -  Flour was not used up for 3 ½ years (drought) 
              “     17:20-23   -  Raised a boy from the dead.  
 Elisha 
  II Kings 4:1-7   -   Filled borrowed vessels with oil 
      “         4:33-35 – Also raised a boy back to life  
      “         6:5-6    -  Made an axe head float on water 
      “         6:15-17 - Shows a servant the invisible Army of God 
 
The delegated spiritual authority granted to the Prophets was to continue for 
well over a 1,000 years. There may even have been prophets during the 400 
years of silence. Even up to, during and after the time of Christ Himself there 
were prophets who continued to fulfill their call to speak for God. 
  
 John the Baptist was considered a prophet - Luke 7:26 
 Other prophets are mentioned in the New Testament - Acts 11:27 
 One in particular, Agabus, is mentioned twice by name - 11:28 & 21:10 
 Paul includes prophets in a list of leaders in the church - Ephesians 3:11 
     (the role of both apostles & prophets would eventually come to an end) 
 
Jesus Himself was also considered to be a prophet by the people because of 
His ability to speak for God. We’ll talk about that next week. He actually referred 
to Himself as a prophet more then once also.    

Luke 4:24 - “A prophet is without honor in His own town”.  
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: 

Next week we’re going to look at “Spiritual Authority” in the New 
Testament.  
 


