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II Level of Delegated Authority 
 “Spiritual Authority” 

Part 2 
Week  7 
       
New Testament:  Jesus and the Apostles 

This next era of Spiritual Delegated Authority was not really a situation 
where the authority of God was delegated because Jesus was in essence God 
in the flesh.  
 
And when it comes to His authority, it didn’t take long before the people began 
to recognize that there was something very different about this man.  
 Matthew 7:28-29 
 
What did they mean by that? 

When Jesus taught it was different from when the Jewish Scribes taught. 
The Scribes taught as those who were simply relaying or delivering the 
information concerning the Law to people.  

 
Jesus taught as “one who had authority”. They realized that He wasn’t 

just delivering the teaching. They credited Him as being the source of that 
teaching. As if the teachings had originated with Him.  

 
And crediting Him as having authority indicates that they also understood 

He expected them to “DO” or “NOT DO” whatever He had said and someone 
who would hold them accountable for those things as well.  

 
Along with teaching, He was also interpreting it and illustrating it for them 

and showing how the lessons He taught applied to their lives.  
  
Throughout Jesus ministry He worked many miracles, starting with turning the 
water into wine. These miracles, described as “signs and wonders”, were 
designed to substantiate His claims that He was the Christ.  
 John 20:30-31 
 
When it came to the teachings of Jesus, why was it so important that they 
believed Him to be the Christ? 

So that all who heard would understand that He had the supreme 
authority of Almighty God behind His words.  
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And it’s the fact that He was God in the flesh that makes His comments at 
the great commission so binding. Paul clearly refers to Jesus as God by 
describing Him as the “fullness of the Godhead (or Deity) in bodily form”.   

Col 2:9 
 
But in Matthew 28:18 Jesus states that He was “given” all authority.  
 
  
Matthew 28:18 
What does He mean when He says that He was “given” all authority”. 

According to the scriptures, the incarnate Christ, the fullness of Deity in 
bodily form may have come to this earth without His original, ultimate authority.  
 
 
Philippians 2:6-7   

“Although, He EXISTED in the form of God, He did not regard the equality 
with God a thing to be grasp (or “held-on-to”), but EMPTIED Himself taking on 
the form of a servant and being made in the likeness of man”.  

 
  

In Matthew 28:18 what Jesus is actually saying is not that, “All authority has 
been given unto to me”, as if it never happened before. We need to understand 
that what He meant was, “All authority has been returned unto to me”.  
 
And just so we’re clear, when He says “ALL” authority He means “ALL” 
authority. Jesus was again endowed with every ounce of Divine Authority 
available from His Heavenly Father, equal to that of Almighty God.  
  
And that Divine Authority carried with it the Divine Right to, ”Both command and 
enforce obedience”. Ever wonder if we really need to take the “Great 
Commission seriously? 
 
He has received the right to both command and enforce whatever He may ask 
of us. 
 
In Luke 9:1-2 we see the beginnings of Christ delegating His authority.  

1st of all to The Apostles: 
This time of delegated spiritual authority was different in that it was not God in 
Heaven who bestowed the authority on these individuals. It was Christ Himself. 
Of course we understand the source of the authority is one and the same. 
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This delegation of His authority happened sporadically throughout Jesus’ 
ministry and then ultimately before His ascension. It was then fully 
consummated on the Day of Pentecost which Monte has covered in great 
detail.  
 

Luke 9:1-2 
Example of Christ delegating His authority to His apostles during His ministry: 
  
 Power: (Gr) – “du-na-mis” – literally means “force” and not just a little. 
Does the word dunamis remind you of an English word transliterated from the 
Greek?  
 How about dynamite? We’re talking about real power. But along with the 
power Jesus also gave them the authority to use that power.  
 
 Authority: (Gr) – “exousia” (ex – oo – see’ – ah) it basically comes 
from the idea that “it is lawful”. Someone with authority is acting “lawfully” or as 
we have discussed before “correctly” or “appropriately”. But it goes beyond that. 
Along with being endued with “that which is lawful” comes the right to exercise 
that right, to exercise that authority. 
 Matthew 9:6 
Jesus said, “So that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth 
to forgive sins, He said to the paralytic, “pick up your bed and go home”.   
 
   
Remember when He came down from the Mount of Transfiguration?  
 Luke 9:40 
He ran into a man whose son was an epileptic and the 9 other disciples had 
been unable to cure him? Christ had apparently given them enough power and 
authority to heal this young man. That’s why He was upset with them. It was not 
the power and authority they lacked, it was faith they lacked. 
 
 
There were others who Jesus delegated His authority to:    

Luke 10:1    
Here we see 70, sent out in pairs ahead of Him into cities and places He 
Himself would one day visit. It does mention “power and authority” here, but in 
verse 8-9 we see that one of the things they were to do was to heal those in 
need. 
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Luke 10:17-20 
It’s interesting that He also made it clear that they were not to get all excited 
about being able to heal someone or cast out a demon. They were to rather be 
all excited because their names were written in heaven.  
 
 
Why does Jesus make that point here? 

So they would have a proper perspective. Jesus knew that having that 
level of authority could quite easily get a person’s priorities all out of whack. It 
would very easy for a certain level of pride or personal satisfaction to cause 
them to forget that the authority they had wasn’t theirs. It was His all the time.  
 
 
Delegation of His power and authority after His resurrection: 
  John 20:19-23   
This passage records what appears to be Jesus’ first contact with the 11 as a 
group since His resurrection however it was actually the 5th appearance. The 
disciples have been in hiding since His death for fear that they were next on the 
Sanhedrin’s hit list.  
 
 
Did He actually give the apostles the authority to forgive sins or not? 
 This is a very good place for us to understand the limits of Delegated 
Authority. The authority granted to the Apostles here to forgive or not forgive 
sins that Jesus expresses here, it isn’t really them who will be forgiving or not 
forgiving some ones sins.  
 
 Mark 2:7 
A minute ago we referenced Matthew 9, the healing of the paralytic. Mark also 
records the event. But in Mark 2:7, he actually tells us what the Scribes, who 
hear Him speak, were thinking to themselves. What they were thinking was the 
truth.  

“Only God alone can forgive sins”.  
 

Forgiveness of sins is one thing only God can ultimately do. The apostles did 
NOT actually have the right, the authority to forgive a man’s sins. We don’t ever 
see any one of the Apostles exercising this right to forgive or not forgive sins.  
 
What exactly is Jesus alluding to here in verse 23? 

They were not exactly given the authority to forgive or not forgive sins. 
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When would the Apostles actually pronounce that a person sins would be 
forgiven and would they not be? 

What they were given was the right and the authority to present the 
gospel to the world. And it would be their teachings, their doctrine that would 
set the standard and actually determine who is forgiven and who is not.  
 
Any questions about that? 
 
 
That’s exactly what happened every time they preached the gospel. They set 
the standard for who is forgiven and who is not. 
 Acts 2:36-43 
 
The apostles indeed had the authority to forgive whom they would decide would 
be for given and who would not. They would make that determination according 
to term of the gospel they would preach. 
 
Do you realize that in essence you and I exercise that same authority from the 
scriptures every time we present the gospel to someone?  
Do we grasp the enormous responsibility that carries with it? 
 
 
The spiritual authority Christ delegated to the apostles was evidenced 
throughout their lives. We see Peter and John being challenged by members of 
the Jewish council.  
 Acts 4:5-12 
 
 
What was the Jewish Leadership challenging on?  What did they want to 
know? 

By what power or what name have you done this? What they meant was, 
“By what authority” have you done these things? 

 
 

Along with the authority came the ability to work tremendous miracles that 
validated their claims and, more important, their teachings. 
 Acts 4:33,    Acts 19:11-12 
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The End of Apostolic Authority: 
 This chapter of delegated spiritual authority from Christ to the apostles 
continued of course until their death. While the Apostles were alive, there were 
some isolated instances where one of the 12 would lay hands on someone else 
and that person could perform signs and wonders as well as preach.  
 

We see where the apostolic authority was at times bestowed upon men 
like John Mark, Luke, Silas, Stephen and Timothy so that they could in essence 
help carry on the work of the apostle. 
 Acts 6:3-8 -  
 II Tim 1:5-6 
But that is as far as it would go.  
 
There is a very large denomination that is almost totally founded on the belief 
that the apostolic authority entrusted to the apostles WAS able to be passed-on 
from generation to generation.   
 

And because of that belief, every person in that line of so-called passed 
on authority, claims that what they say is “equal to” what the original apostles 
have stated. And not only that, but it is believed that those “later” recipients of 
this passed-down authority can even over ride and alter what the apostles 
themselves originally taught.  
 

That passed-on process was NOT to be the next step in the on-going 
delegation of spiritual authority. The authority bestowed upon the apostles by 
Christ Himself, ended with the death of the apostles.  

 
There is absolutely no indication what-so-ever that that person could then lay 
their hands on another person and so on and so forth and continue on from 
generation to generation so that the authority of the apostles would continue 
even up until today.  
 
Nowhere in scripture is that taught or practiced.  
Nowhere are there examples given or any precedents set. 
 
 Acts 2:42 
“They (the church) continually devoted themselves” to 4 things: 

1. The Apostles teachings – 1st and foremost 
2. Fellowship 
3. Breaking of Bread 
4. Prayer 
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II Timothy 2:1-2 
Some denominations take these verses to say that what Paul told Timothy here 
is that he was to pass-on the apostolic authority that Paul had given him to 
faithful men who would in turn pass it on to others.  
 
That is completely out of context. Both 1st and 2nd Timothy are about 
leadership. Leadership for both Timothy and leaders of the church that was 
beginning to spread across Palestine. Paul was NOT telling Timothy to pass-on 
the apostolic authority he had given to him.  
 
For those who still claim to have apostolic authority today, that’s fine they may 
claim that, as long as they meet the requirements of an apostle. We have 
looked at the qualification of an apostle before in great detail.  
 

Acts 1:15-22 
 

What must a man do to qualify as an apostle? 
 verses 21-22   
 
There were many disciples of Jesus. Many followers all of whom may have 
been selected as an apostle to replace Judas. When Matthias was selected 
here he became equal in ever way to the other apostles and was given all the 
rights and authority as they. There have been no other men who qualify to be 
an apostle except for one. 
 
Now, Jesus Himself could appear to you on the road to Plain City some day and 
personally call you to the work of an Apostle as He did Saul of Tarsus in Acts 9 
on the road to Damascus. Highly unlikely. Christ is not returning to appoint 
more Apostles.  
 
There is also another problem with those who claim that the apostolic authority 
could be passed-on. Somewhere along the line we dropped the ability to 
perform sign and wonders along with the preaching of the word.  
 
I repeat, passed-on apostolic authority was NOT to be the next step in the on 
going delegation of spiritual authority. The authority bestowed upon the 
apostles by Christ Himself, ended with the death of the apostles.  
 
This is so very important to understand. And had God not already have a 
wonderful plan in place, the teachings and doctrine preached throughout the 
land by the apostles would have been lost in history.  
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But what happened?  
Even though the delegated authority given to the apostles would end at 

their deaths, the authority of their teachings, their doctrine would never end.  
  

Matthew 24:35 
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away”! 
 
God had a wonderful plan in place to preserve the original Apostle’s Doctrine 
for all eternity. And because of this wonderful plan, there would be absolutely 
no need for the role of Apostles to continue past the life of these men.  
 
 

II Peter 1:12-21 
Peter, and interestingly enough it is Peter, does a beautiful job of explaining 
how God was going to preserve the teachings and doctrines of the apostles. 
  
Read verses 12-15: 

Peter realized that at the end of his and the other apostles life, would 
come the end of this age of inspiration he is about to describe here.  

 
 
Read verse 16-21 

6 times in these 6 verses Peter uses the personal pronoun “we”. He is 
referring to the Apostles. They were the ones who had been called to be His 
witnesses of the things they had both seen and heard concerning Christ.  

 
 

What was the marvelous plan God has devised to preserve the teachings 
of his Son that He had taught to His Apostles?  
 II Peter 2:1 
 
The words inspired by the Holy Spirit, of which Peter has just explained, was 
now going to change-over from the spoken word to the written word. This would 
not only preserve the teachings of Christ and the Apostles but also thwart any 
distortion of the gospel by false teachers. 
   
Peter says that in the past you have men falsely claiming to “speak” for God.  
He describes them as “false prophets”.  

But Peter goes on to say that today what you have are NOT men claiming 
to speak for God but rather “teach” the word of God.  As teachers these men 
will distort the inspired, written word of God. 
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God’s marvelous plan for preserving the teachings of his Son that He had 
taught to His Apostles would be to have them written and recorded by 
those who originally spoke them.   
  
 
Let me show you something exciting.  

II Peter 3:14-16  
Here we see the written words of Christ, the Apostles Doctrine, already being 
accomplished and already being circulated around to the churches. And so you 
have the apostles themselves such as Matthew, John, Peter, James and Paul 
beginning to write. 
 

And of course there were others associated with the apostles who were 
also inspired to not only preach the words God had given them to speak, but 
they were also now write them down and record them for all mankind.  

 
Many of these were proteges of the Apostles who traveled with them and 
worked along side of them. Some of them also received inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit to write.   
 
For example, the Gospel of Mark is understood to be the account of Jesus life 
according to Peter. Mark had become a close confidant of this great apostle.  
 
Luke was an associate of the Apostle Paul. He may have been both a spiritual 
and financial supporter of his ministry and travels. He was the one God inspired 
to write both a gospel account and to record, basically, the first 30 years of the 
life of the church. 
 
 
The last and final chapter of Spiritual Delegated Authority would be the 
Word of God. The Apostles teaching, the Apostles doctrine as it is called, in 
written form. Described by the Apostle Paul as, “That which is perfect”! 
 
The authority of the words and the teachings the Apostles spoke while they 
were alive, were to become the authority of those same teachings that God 
inspired them to record for all of mankind to come.  
 
All throughout the New Testament it is the words of these Spirit inspired men 
that was to be our guide, our teacher, our discipliner and finally our judge.  
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And that is very important to understand. We are not going to be judged on any 
thing presented by some one claiming to have the authority of the apostles.   
 

John 12:47 - 48 
“If anyone hears my sayings and does not keep them, I do not judge him, for I 
came not into the world to judge but I came to save it. But he who rejects me 
and does not receive my sayings, has one who judges him; the words I spoke is 
what will judge him on the last day”. 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: 
 
Next week we’ll find that in the Word of God, in the sections that deal with the 
church we find a very “mild” level of delegated authority being taught. It involves 
the leaders of an individual congregation or flock. We’ll be looking at Elders.  
 
We’ll define their role and take a look at their unusual type of authority they 
have.  
 
Of all the levels of delegated spiritual authority we have looked at, theirs is 
certainly the mildest or least authoritative that we’ve seen. 

 
 


