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INTRODUCTION 
 
John 14:16, 17 
The word Helper in this verse is the Greek word “Paracletos” – which 
means “one called alongside to help.” He will be sent as a Helper because 
guess who needs the help?  The person sitting beside you.   
 
Jesus promised that He would send the Holy Spirit for Christians.  How 
does the Spirit come to the individual?  What does He do after He comes? 
Was the Holy Spirit really hidden from past ages? When I get the indwelling 
gift of the Holy Spirit, should I be able to speak in tongues? These are 
some of questions we will be covering in this class. With all of the confusion 
surrounding the Holy Spirit, we want definite, Biblical answers to our 
questions.  
 
As a side note, there is no one section of scripture devoted exclusively to 
the Holy Spirit. So in this study, we are going to be gathering scripture from 
all ends of the Bible, particularly the New Testament, in order to draw our 
conclusions. We will be using the scripture to define terms that are needed 
to understand, not only the Holy Spirit, but the Bible as a whole. 
 
The Word translated “Holy Spirit”  
The words for Holy Spirit used in the Bible are the Hebrew word “ruach” 
and the Greek word “pneuma.” These words have the same meaning – 
they mean spirit, breath or wind. The context in which the word is used 
determines which word to use. Sometimes you will hear the term “Holy 
Ghost” being used, especially if you read the King James version of the 
Bible. These two terms mean the same thing. 
 

What is the Holy Spirit? 
Some say: 

• It is your conscience 

• Influence (active force) of God – JW – “holy spirit” never capatilized 

• Terrifying ghost 

• Don’t know  
 

According to the scripture, the Holy Spirit is described as a person,   
just like God and Jesus are described as people  

• He has a mind (Romans 8:27, I Corinthians 2:10,11) 
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• He can make decisions (Acts 13:2, 15:28, 16:6-7, 20:28; I Corinthians 
12:11) 

• He speaks (I Timothy 4:1; John 16:13-14; Acts 8:29, 13:2) 

• He can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30) 

• He teaches (John 14:26; I Corinthians 2:13) 

• The Spirit is listed together in verses among other people (Acts 
15:28; Matthew 28:19,20)  

 
 
Not only is the Holy Spirit a person, He is a divine person. 

• He is eternal – Hebrews 9:14 

• He is omniscient – I Corinthians 2:10-11; See Isaiah 40:13-14 

• He is omnipresent – Psalm 139:7-10 

• He is omnipotent – Genesis 1:2; Zechariah 4:6 
 
 
 
WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT? 
 
Most people have only a vague idea of who the Holy Spirit is.  It is difficult 
to understand how the Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary and she became 
pregnant (Luke 1:28-35). It is virtually impossible to understand people or 
things that you cannot see. The only way we can understand this spiritual 
realm is through the Bible. So our question is - how does the Bible picture 
Him? 
 
 

The Godhead, Deity 
 
Matthew 28:19 
Jesus told the apostles to immerse disciples they had made “into the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.”   
What does it mean that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are listed together 
in this same verse? It means they are linked together as a unit of equal 
footing. These 3 deserve the same honor and majesty. This unit is some-
times called the Trinity; or more scripturally the Godhead or Deity. Other 
verses where we see the three linked together are: I Corinthians 12:4-6, 2 
Corinthians 1:21-22, 13:14, Ephesians 4:4-6, I Peter 1:1-2  
According to this verse, what do the 3 have in common? Christ’s 
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followers are immersed into their common name.   
 
Way back in the beginning, God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, 
according to Our likeness” (Genesis 1:26).  What kind of God would say 
that man should be made in “Our” likeness? 
 
John 1:1-3 
We know that the Son was present in the beginning, and that all things 
were made through Him. We also know that the Spirit of God was moving 
over the surface of the waters in the beginning (Genesis 1:2). It was the 
Father speaking to the Son and Spirit who said, “Let Us make man in Our 
likeness.” 
 
Deuteronomy 4:15-16  
What do you think it means when God reiterates that Moses saw no 

form?  God is Spirit so He has no form. God is not physical.  God is light. 
He took the form of a man so that we could identify with Him. 
 
The “our” have one image.  They are spiritual beings. Since God is Spirit 
(John 4:24) and man is made in the likeness of God, then man must be a 
spiritual being as well.  The “Us” apparently have one likeness! 
 
So there is a singular God with a plural name 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4 
The singular word for God is EL and the plural form is ELOHIM. God in the 
Old Testament is always ELOHIM – a plural name – they were all there. 
(Seraph / Seraphim) 
 
The Holy Spirit is one of the “Godhead,” a co-member with the Father and 
Son. 
 
 

Jesus is the Revelation of God 
 

It is very difficult to understand an infinite God – one that lasts from the 
beginning of time to the end of time.  It is difficult to understand a God that 
created the very universe we live in and all living things with a spoken 
word. It is hard to fathom a Creator who can see all of human history laid 
out before Him like on a map. But according to the scripture, God wants us 
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to know Him. So what did the king of the universe, the perfect 
communicator, do to help us understand who He is?  God emptied Himself 
and took the form of a bond-servant and came to earth so that we could 
identify what He is like, a human with needs and desires.    
 
John 14:4-9 
Shortly before Jesus’ arrest, He was speaking with the apostles.  
Who does Jesus say He is in these verses?  
Jesus lets them know here that He is the Father in the flesh!  When you 
know Jesus, then you know the Father.  The only way to know God is to 
know Jesus. And the only way to know Jesus is through the Bible! 

 
Some people have trouble comprehending that Jesus is the Father, and yet 
is Himself.  The question in their minds is this: If Jesus is the Father, then 
how could Jesus say, “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do” 
(Luke 23:34)? It is clear that Jesus ascribed all power and glory to God the 
Father:  “If you loved Me, you would have rejoiced because I go to the 
Father, for the Father is greater than I” (John 14:28). Also of Jesus, the 
scripture says, “although He was a Son, He learned obedience through the 
things He suffered” (Hebrews 5:8).  So it is obvious that the Bible lists 
Jesus, the Son, as being distinct from the Father. 
 
However, the meaning of Isaiah 9:6 is clear to the unjaundiced eye. 
 
Isaiah 9:6 
We see Jesus called 4 names here: 
One of them is Wonderful Counselor (which means the Holy Spirit by the 
way). Another name is Prince of Peace.  
Besides Prince of Peace and Wonderful Counselor, what are the other 
two names listed? Mighty God and Eternal Father.  
What do we think those two names mean? 
The child who was born is the Eternal Father! So it is true that they are 
listed as being separate but it is also true that the Bible lists Jesus and the 
Father as being one and the same as well. 

 
There is no logical way to comprehend the fact that the Father and the Son 
are the same, but also different.  So we just have to accept God’s 
statement that this is the way it is.  To refuse to accept this is a denial of 
the Deity of Christ, and a rejection of God’s word.  Jesus is the revelation of 
God. 
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Jesus is the Revelation of the Holy Spirit 
 

Many religious people accept the fact that Jesus is the Father revealed - it 
is usually not questioned in the Christian world that the way to know the 
Father is to know Jesus.  But who is the Holy Spirit?  How do we come to 
know Him?  The apostle Paul will let us know.  
 
Colossians 2:9 
How much of the fullness of Deity do you think Jesus had here? 
The Greek word for Deity here is the Greek word theotes and it means 
divinity. The root form of the word theotes is the Greek word is theos and it 
means the supreme Divinity.  

 
When Jesus was in the flesh, not only was He the revelation of the Father, 
but He also was the revelation of the Holy Spirit!  In Him dwelt the fullness - 
not just of the Father but of the Holy Spirit as well - the whole Deity, the 
whole Godhead. 
 
I John 2:1 
In this verse, Jesus is specifically called Paracletos - our Advocate or 
Counselor with the Father.  The relationship between Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit is so close as for them to be identical. 
(Working with Tom Story) 
 
To summarize the discussion up to this point: the Holy Spirit is a 
personality - just as Jesus and the Father are personalities - and that 
personality is perfectly represented by the person of Jesus Christ. 
 
So if you want to know who the Holy Spirit is, just get to know Jesus. 
 
What does the term Immanuel mean? (Matthew 1:23) 
God with us 
 
 

Some Other Names for the Spirit 
 

The extremely close relationship among the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is 
illustrated by the names given to the Spirit.   
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Romans 8:9-11 
What are some of the names used for the Holy Spirit in these 3 
verses? 

1. The Spirit 
2. The Spirit of God * 
3. The Spirit of Christ * 
4. Christ in you * 
5. The Spirit who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 

 
 

Conclusion - Who is the Holy Spirit? 
 

The Holy Spirit is one of the three persons of the Godhead.  If you want to 
know who the Holy Spirit is, find out who Jesus is.  The Holy Spirit is Jesus 
ministering in the Spirit, rather than being physically present to minister to 
our needs. 
 
First example of what the Spirit does for Christians: 
The Holy Spirit gives us knowledge 
 
How does He do that?  
Somehow, He got 40 men from 3 different continents over a period of 4000 
years to put the full message of Jesus Christ together for us. Oh yeah, and 
they all tell the exact same message.  
 
 
The Holy Spirit spoke through the prophets 
King David said “The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me, And His word was on 

my tongue.” (II Samuel 23:2). The prophet Isaiah wrote “As for Me, this is 

My covenant with them,” says the LORD: “My Spirit which is upon you, and 
My words which I have put in your mouth shall not depart from your mouth, 

nor from the mouth of your offspring, nor from the mouth of your offspring’s 
offspring,” says the LORD, “from now and forever.” (Isaiah 59:21). See also  
Ezekiel 2:2 
 
And once a prophet of the Lord spoke or wrote, the word had to come true. 
Acts 1:16 says “Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 

Spirit foretold by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide 

to those who arrested Jesus.”  
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II Peter 1:19-21 
So the apostles had the prophetic utterance made more sure – in other 
words – it was right on the money.  But then it mentions that there is 
something we should know first of all. 
How many interpretations of the scripture are there?  One 
Who is the one that gives that interpretation?  God  
 
I Peter 1:10-12 
What did the prophets make careful search and inquiry about? 
They wanted to know about this person or time that the Spirit was telling 
them about.  In other words, they had no idea what they were writing; the 
Spirit was directing everything they wrote. 
 
Who were the prophets serving when they did this? 
You – which would be those of us of the church age – so the Spirit would 
have let them know that it was for a people to come later. 
 
Who was making sure that the gospel was presented accurately? 
The Holy Spirit  
 
 
The Holy Spirit spoke through the apostles  
Jesus told to the apostles “When they arrest you and hand you over, do not 
worry beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you 
in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 
13:11). And He also taught them a little later “These things I have spoken 
to you while abiding with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you.” (John 14:25-26). 
  

  

I Corinthians 2:9-13 

To whom did God reveal the hidden things of the heart? 
The apostles 
What agency did He use to transmit those messages? 
The Spirit of God 
What things did the apostles speak of? 
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They taught of spiritual thoughts and spiritual words which were given by 
the Spirit of God. 
 

So the Holy Spirit put the whole thing together and He is not going to say 
anything contrary to the Word of God.  
 
So God used the Holy Spirit for inspiration to the prophets and apostles to 
guarantee the accurate transmission of His message for all of mankind. 
The Bible is the Holy Spirit’s complete and comprehensive gift to all of 
mankind. A lot of folks are waiting on a message from God, but they will not 
stop and read the note He has so graciously left. 
 
The scripture is used to generate faith (John 20:30-31; Romans 10:17) and 
it is also used to produce righteousness (II Timothy 3:16-17). 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22 
What is the foundation of God’s household?   
The apostles and prophets 
 
How is the dwelling of God being held together?  
By the Holy Spirit 

 
Summary 
So in summary, the Holy Spirit is the one that spoke through the prophets 
to make sure that God’s word was communicated both audibly and on 
paper. The Holy Spirit also worked with the apostles to make sure that 
God’s interpretation was communicated and recorded. Well what does he 
tell us? We learned that the Spirit of God is a divine person with human 
attributes. We also learned that the Holy Spirit is one of the three parts of 
the Godhead or Diety.  Jesus, as listed in the gospels, is the exact 
representation of God and the Holy Spirit. In fact, the scriptures list Jesus 
as being God as well as separate from the Father. 
 
Next Week: 
The work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament   
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John 14:16, 17 
The word “Helper” in this verse is the Greek word _________________ – which means 
______________________________________________. 
 
According to the scripture, the Holy Spirit is described as a ___________.  
 
Not only is the Holy Spirit a __________, He is a _________ __________. 
 
The Godhead, Deity 
Matthew 28:19 
What does it mean that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are listed together in this same 
verse?  
 
 
According to this verse, what do the 3 have in common?  

 
 
John 1:1-3 
 

Deuteronomy 24:15-16  
What do you think it means when God reiterates that Moses saw no form? 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4 
 

 
Jesus is the Revelation of God 
John 14:4-9 
Who does Jesus say He is in these verses?  
 
Isaiah 9:6 
Besides the names Prince of Peace and Wonderful Counselor, what are the other two 
names listed?  
 
 
What do we think those two names mean? 

 
 

Jesus is the Revelation of the Holy Spirit 
 

Colossians 2:9 
How much of the fullness of Deity do you think Jesus had here? 
 
 
I John 2:1 
So if you want to know who the Holy Spirit is, just get to know _______________. 
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What does the term Immanuel mean? (Matthew 1:23) 
 
 
Some Other Names for the Spirit 
Romans 8:9-11 
What are some of the names used for the Holy Spirit in these 3 verses? 

1. _______________________________ 
2. _______________________________ 
3. _______________________________ 
4. _______________________________ 
5. _______________________________ 

 
 
First example of what the Spirit does for Christians: 
The Holy Spirit gives us knowledge 
The Holy Spirit spoke through the prophets 
 
II Peter 1:19-21 
How many interpretations of the scripture are there?   
 
Who is the one that gives that interpretation?   
 
I Peter 1:10-12 
What did the prophets make careful search and inquiry about? 
 
 
Who were the prophets serving when they did this? 
 
 
Who was making sure that the gospel was present accurately? 
 
 
The Holy Spirit spoke through the apostles  

I Corinthians 2:9-13 
To whom did God reveal the hidden things of the heart? 
 
What agency did He use to transmit those messages? 
 
What things did the apostles speak of? 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22 
What is the foundation of God’s Household? 
 
Who is the cornerstone listed here? 
 
How is the dwelling of God being held together? 


