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Summary of last week 
Last week, we began our study with an introduction to the Holy Spirit. 

We looked at the words translated Holy Spirit from the Biblical perspective 
and we talked about the Holy Spirit being described a divine person.  

 
We realize He was there, in the beginning, with God when He made 

the world.  We learned last week that Jesus is the revelation of God – so 
much so that He said “if you have seen me, you have seen the Father” 
(John 14:9).” He came to this earth so that we can know who God is. He is 
described as being separate from the Father, but also one in the same.  

 
We also learned that Jesus is the revelation of the Holy Spirit as well 

because He was filled up to the fullness of both God the Father and God 
the Spirit. So if you want to learn who the Holy Spirit is – just learn all you 
can about Jesus. We also learned last week that the Holy Spirit had 
everything to do with writing the scripture and we have His guarantee that it 
is accurate.   
 

Today we are going to look at the Holy Spirit’s influence over some of 
the people of the Old Testament. We know He did some great things back 
then. For example, as we learned last week, it says that the Spirit had a 
great deal to do with the creation of the world (Genesis 1:1-2).  
 

The term for God in verse 1:1 and throughout the Old Testament is 
the plural term “Elohim,” which means all 3 figures of the Godhead were 
present (Psalms 33:6). The scripture also says that the Spirit was active in 
God’s control of the world.  

(Genesis 6:3) “My Spirit will not strive with man forever” – That’s 
when God then limited man’s days on this earth to 120 year maximum. 
 

Now besides these, “global events” there were times during the Old 
Testament, when the Holy Spirit would “fill” or “come upon” people in order 
to fulfill specific purposes. That’s important to understand.  

 
The influence of the Spirit is seen in 4 different groups of individuals:  

Prophets, Craftsman, Judges and those involved in Leadership.  
 

We’re going to look at examples of each of these groups in the 
following sections and from them establish 4 Major Points concerning the 
work of the Holy Spirit.  
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The 1st group of individuals the Holy Spirit interacted with were Prophets. 
 
Prophets: 

A prophet of God was to speak (and/or write) the words of God. The 
prophets of the Old Testament would range from Moses, the author of the 
1st 5 Books of the Bible, to Malachi, the author of the very last book of the 
Old Testament.  

 
God always used the prophets to communicate His messages to His 

people.  
Nehemiah 9:30  “For many years you were patient with them 

(referring to the Nation of Israel). By your Spirit you warned  (admonished) 
them through your prophets.   

Unfortunately, the rest of the verse says, “Yet they paid no attention, 
so you gave them into the hands of the neighboring peoples.” 
 
Let’s look at a few examples from the scripture to see how the Spirit 
worked to get God’s message across. 
  
 
Balaam (Numbers 24:1-2) 
In Balaam’s case, how did the Spirit make contact with him? 

Here in our first example we see the Spirit of the Lord “came upon”  
Balaam giving him the ability to prophecy.  He would later go on to 
prophecy to a king named Balaak that the Israelite people were God’s 
people and that he would not be able to defeat them. 
 
What do we know about Balaam? Why is this such a fascinating 
character for God to choose?  

Here we see the Spirit of the Lord coming on an individual that was a 
Gentile pagan so He could prophecy. God could and did pass His Spirit 
onto those who were not even of His people to get His message across.   

 
As a matter of fact, Balaam was such a pagan that the New 

Testament gives 3 references describing him as the “poster-child” of who 
not to follow his ways.  (They’re listed on your handout) 

 II Peter 2:15,   Jude 1:11,   Revelation 2:14  
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1st Major Point:   As we will see in “all of the cases” of the appearance of 
the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, He would either “come upon” or “fill” 
the person He has chosen to interact with. 
 
The second example we want to look at is King Saul, just before he 
becomes king of Israel.  
 
King Saul 
I Samuel 10:5-6 

Here we see the prophet Samuel telling Saul, who will soon be the 1st 
King of Israel, of an event that is going to take place real soon. Saul is told 
he will come to the hill of God and there meet a group of prophets.  
 
When he meets the prophets, where is the Spirit going to place itself 
on Saul?  “Upon” – The Spirit will come upon Saul.  

And notice He will do so, “mightily”. (NIV – “in power”). So “mightily”, 
so powerful, that Saul would not only prophecy but “be changed into 
another man”. (NIV – “different person”). 
 
I Samuel 10:9-11    
So here we actually see the Spirit coming on Saul mightily and he begins 
prophesying with the prophets. 
 
Does it seem like the coming of the Spirit upon Saul is an event that 
benefits Saul or those that are watching?  

It sounds like it is for the benefit of Israel because it says the people 
said, “is Saul also among the prophets?” Obviously his new found power is 
on display before he takes the throne of Israel. It was a sign for the people. 
 
 
2nd Major Point (concerning the work of the Holy Spirit) – the Spirit 
“coming upon” an individual in the OT was generally for the benefit of 
Israel, and not the person on whom the Spirit came.  (Repeat) 
 
 
I Samuel 19:20-21 

This part of the story takes place as David comes to prominence after 
killing Goliath and Saul is looking for a way to way to kill him.  Here we see 
the same thing happen to Saul’s messengers that happened to him.  
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When the messengers meet the prophets, again, where does the Spirit 
place itself?  

“Upon Them”. When the Spirit came upon them, then they could 
prophecy. In vs 22 we read where Saul sends two more sets of 
messengers and the same thing happened to them. God is letting Saul 
know that David is untouchable. 

 
I Samuel 19:23-24 

It became obvious to Saul that the messengers he had been sending 
couldn’t get the job done, so he decides to take care of this himself. Saul 
goes to the location on his own. So what happens?  It says that the Spirit 
came on him also and he began to prophecy along with the rest of them.  

 
Obviously this was something that was very much out of the ordinary 

for King Saul or any king, But it was not necessarily out of the ordinary for 
one who was a prophet of the Most High God. Whatever these prophets 
were doing, it was obviously do to the fact that the Holy Spirit had “come on 
them” and done so “mightily”.   Now, these events do bring up a question.  
 
Didn’t we read earlier that Saul already had the Spirit on him?  
What can we learn from these verses?  

The Spirit that comes on a person can come and go as God sees fit 
and may only last for a short time. We can read in I Samuel 16:14-23 that 
the Spirit had left Saul and had been replaced by an evil Spirit. Remember 
this as we continue to look at these Old Testament examples.  
 
Of course there are many other examples of Prophets in the Old 
Testament where the scripture says that they had received the Spirit and 
were able to prophecy. Here is a list of some of those: 

• Ezekiel (Ezekiel 2:2 – the Spirit “entered”)(NIV – “came into me”) 
o And here we have the example of a great prophet of Israel – 
and whatever messages he received from God, these are the 
words which he spoke (and wrote down). 

• David (II Samuel 23:2 Spirit “spoke by me”- NIV “spoke through me”) 

• Amassi (I Chronicles 12:18 – Spirit “came upon”) 

• Az-a-riah’ (II Chronicles 15:1 – Spirit “came upon”) 

• Zech-a-riah (II Chronicles 24:20 – Spirit “came on”) 

• Isaiah (Isaiah 59:21 – My Spirit “which is upon you”)  

• Micah (Micah 3:8 – “Filled with the Spirit of the Lord”) 
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• Ja-ha’zi-el (II Chronicles 20:14 – Spirit “came upon”) 
a. Some of the folks mentioned above are not mentioned as 
having prominent roles in the scripture so the Holy Spirit was 
probably on them very temporarily at times – as the need saw 
fit.  

So anyone who was considered a prophet would have been working with 
the Holy Spirit to prophesy the words of God – and only the words of God.  
 
 

 
 
The 2nd group of individuals the Holy Spirit interacted with in the Old 
Testament were Craftsman. 
 
Craftsmen 

God said many times that the Old Testament tabernacle should be 
made “according to the pattern,” as was shown Moses on the mountain.  
God took great care to make sure that the tabernacle, and later on the 
temple, were perfectly made to His exact specifications because it was 
going to be a representation of Him and a foreshadow of the church.  
   
The Craftsmans were going to take a look at are Be-zal’-el and Oholiab 
  
Exodus 35:30-34 
What does it say in verse 31 about how the Spirit came to Bezalel? 

The Spirit “filled” him. It filled him with four things: wisdom (skill), 
understanding (ability), knowledge, and craftsmanship. 
 
What 4 things does it say that the two men would be able to do with 
these gifts? (vs 32-34) 

• To Make Designs - or “patterns” to work with gold, silver and bronze 

• Cutting of Stones – ability to set them 

• Carving of wood -  

• (vs 34) The ability to teach - They would need the ability to teach 
others because there were going to be lots of people eventually 
working on the temple building project.  

 
If we read on down in verse 35, we see other skills that the Spirit grant 
them to perform? Engraving, Designing, Embroidering and Weaving 
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What do we notice about these gifts given to these builders? 
These gifts the men were given here were not miraculous gifts. 

There wasn’t anything extraordinary about any of these? These were just 
normal abilities that these men were given? 
  

The gifts weren’t miraculous in the fact that they weren’t given the 
ability to swing 5 hammers at the same time or anything along those lines. 
They were given normal skills or maybe enhanced current skills to make 
the building of the temple go just like God wanted.  
 
There are other scriptures such Exodus 31:1-6 and Exodus 36:1-7, that 
list other similar details about these gifts. 

• You get the idea from this set of verses that there could have been 
other workers that received similar gifts to be able to work as well. 
Building the tabernacle and eventually the temple were large projects. 

 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
The 3rd group of individuals the Holy Spirit interacted with in the Old 
Testament were Judges. 
 
Judges 

After the time of Moses and Joshua, and prior to there being any 
kings in Israel, there was a time where the nation was ruled by Judges that 
God raised up from time to time.  

 
Why did the Israelites need Judges? They needed judges because 

the scripture says, “everyone did what was right in their own eyes.” 
(Judges 17:6, 21:25)  

One translation says, “everyone did as he saw fit”. 
 
 
The first example we will look at from the judges is Gideon 
Gideon:  

Judges 6:33-35 
In verse 33 here, we see the enemy gathering together for a battle against 
the Israelites. 
 
How did the Holy Spirit make its way to Gideon here? 
It came “upon” him 
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After the Spirit came on him, he blew the trumpet and started to 
gather the Israelites for the battle. It is obvious that the Spirit was given to 
Gideon in order to help him lead the Israelites into battle.   
 
The second Judge we will look at is Samson: 
 
Samson  

Judges 14:5-6 – “came upon mightily” (again, NIV - says “in power”) 
Judges 14:19 – “came upon mightily” 
Judges 15:14 – “came upon mightily” 

 
In all these cases we see above for Samson, we see how the Spirit came 
upon him “mightily” or “in power” is the way the scripture puts it. Obviously 
Samson was given the Spirit so he could use his mighty strength.   
 
 
What do we come to realize when the scripture mentions 4 separate 
times that the Spirit came upon Samson? 

Obviously it would come on him and then it would leave when it was 
no longer needed. The Spirit coming upon someone was NOT a permanent 
event but only stayed as long as He was needed. 
 
3rd Major Point (concerning the work of the Holy Spirit) - The Holy Spirit 
being on someone was usually temporary until the purpose for His 
presence was complete.   
 
Other Judges listed in the scripture where it says the Spirit “came upon 
them” were: 

• Oth’-ni-el (Judges 3:10 – Spirit “came upon him”) 

• Jeph’-thah (Judges 11:29 – Spirit “came upon”) 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
The 4th group of individuals the Holy Spirit interacted with in the Old 
Testament were some individuals involved in Leadership. 
 
Leaders 
The final area that we see the Holy Spirit involved in was the area of 
equipping certain leaders of the Israelite people.  
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The example we are going to look here was when the people of Israel were 
wondering around in the wilderness. 
 
 
Numbers 11:10-15  

Here we read where Moses complains to God that the people are 
frustrating him and that He cannot handle leading all of these people by 
himself.  
 
 
Numbers 11:16-17 

Moses’ cry to God was heard by the Almighty. So God tells Moses to 
gather 70 men (elders) of the people and they would be set apart as 
leaders.  Once the men were gathered, God would give Moses some more 
instructions as to what to do.  
 
What does God say he is going to do with the 70 men Moses was to 
appoint? 

He is going to take the Spirit that is “upon” Moses and He is going to 
put in “upon” them.  Once they have the Spirit “on” them, they should be 
able to help Moses bear the burdens. 
 
If we drop down to verses 24 and 25 we see God fulfilling His promise to 
place the Holy Spirit upon the 70 chosen men. 
 
 
What happened when the Spirit came and rested upon them?   

They Prophesied 
 
Was this gift of prophecy they were given something permanent?   

No, it was temporary 
We know it was temporary because verse 25 says “and they did not do it 
again.”  
 
Side bar discussion here: 

The King James Version says “and they did not cease.” It is generally 
agreed today that this section of the KJV was translated from a faulty 
manuscript reading, one that is rejected for the most part today.  In fact, the 
New King James Version says, “they never did it again.” 
 



Rivers of Living Water – Week 2 

9 

 

 
In verse 26 and 27 we are told something interesting about the 70 chosen. 
Not everyone showed up. 70 men were called but only 68 showed up.  
 
What were the other two men (El’-dad and Me’-dad) doing?   

They were in the camp prophesying. Even though they were not with 
the other group, the Holy Spirit had already come “on” them as well. We 
know that they had the gift because they were prophesying as well. 
 
 
Two distinct gifts of the Spirit were given here: 
1st: One was a more permanent gift of wisdom for leadership. There was 
really nothing miraculous in this gift.  
2nd: The second gift given by the Spirit, which was miraculous, was the 
temporary gift of prophesying (Numbers 11:25) 
 
There had to be something miraculous about this prophesying.  

1) The fact that it says “they ceased from doing it” means it was not 
something normal that Moses or the people had seen or heard. 

2) Verses 25-26, 29 show that this was an involuntary act brought on 
these men by the Holy Spirit to show that they now had it. 

3) This was an odd enough event that the young man from verse 27 ran 
and told Moses that the two men were prophesying. 

 
 
So what was the purpose of the miracle?  

It confirmed to the people that these men were now filled with the gift 
of wisdom like Moses and they would now be able to lead. The Holy Spirit 
caused this to happen. It was a sign of some type for the people to see.  

 
That is probably why El-dad and Me-dad were still in the camp when 

it happened so the people could see it. 
 

4th Major Point (concerning the work of the Holy Spirit) - The Holy Spirit 
would use miraculous signs as signs for the people of Israel to take 
notice  

The gifts given here, like we will see in Acts 2 and Acts 10, were 
given as a sign. One was temporary to show the people that the gift was 
given and the second gift was the permanent one and it was the actual gift 
itself (of wisdom and leadership). 
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Other references to leaders having the Spirit on them: 

• Moses (Isaiah 63:10-12) 
o The Spirit worked with Moses all throughout the time in the 
wilderness 

• Saul (I Samuel 10: 5-11) (I Samuel 16:14) 
o The first verse says the Spirit came on him mightily and the 
second verse says that it was taken away. 

• Joshua (Numbers 27:18[In], Deuteronomy 34:9 [filled with the 
Spirit]) 

• David  
o I Samuel 16:13 – “came mightily upon Him”  
o Psalm 51:11 – David prayed, “do not take your Spirit from me” 

 
 
 
Summary: 

So it appears from these accounts and others, that we learn the 
following lessons about the Spirit of God in the Old Testament. 

• The Spirit is listed as “coming upon” a person or the person 
was “filled with” the Spirit. 

• These accounts of the Holy Spirit coming upon people were 
usually temporary and would only last as long as they were 
needed (I Samuel 10:10, 16:13-14, Psalm 51:11) 

• The Spirit seems to have been given to individuals for the 
benefit of all Israel and NOT for the benefit of the individual. 
The Spirit had no effect on the individual’s morality or their 
salvation.  

• You did not have to be a Godly person in order to be filled with 
the Spirit or have it come upon you. He even came on evil 
people as in the case of Balaam and Saul that we saw earlier.   

• The miraculous signs that occurred with the coming of the 
Spirit, were for a sign to the people of Israel. 

 
 
 
Next week, we are going to look at the promise of the Holy Spirit given to 
the apostles in John chapters 14-16 
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Questions 
Holy Spirit’s influence over some of the people of the Old Testament. 
 

I. Prophets:    
Numbers 24:1-2 

In Balaam’s case, how did the Spirit make contact with him? 
 
 
What do we know about Balaam? Why is this such a fascinating character 
for God to choose? 
 
  

(II Peter 2:15,   Jude 1:11,   Revelation 2:14)  
 
1st Major Point:   As we will see in “all of the cases” of the appearance of 
the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, He would either “_______ ________” 
or “_______” the person He has chosen to interact with. 
 
 
King Saul 

I Samuel 10:5-6 
When he meets the prophets, where is the Spirit going to place itself on 
Saul?   
 

I Samuel 10:9-11    
Does it seem like the coming of the Spirit upon Saul is an event that 
benefits Saul or those that are watching? 
 
 
2nd Major Point - the Spirit “coming upon” an individual in the Old 
Testament was generally for ___________________________, and 
_______ the person on whom the Spirit came.   
 
 

I Samuel 19:20-21 
When the messengers meet the prophets, again, where does the Spirit 
place itself?  

 
I Samuel 19:23-24 
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Didn’t we read earlier that Saul already had the Spirit on him? What can we 
learn from these verses?  

II. Craftsmen 
Exodus 35:30-34 

What does it say in verse 31 about how the Spirit came to Bezalel? 
 
 
What 4 things does it say that the two men would be able to do with these 
gifts? (vs 32-34) 

• ___________________ - or patterns to work with gold, silver, bronze 
 

• ___________________ - ability to set them 
 

• ___________________  
  

• (vs 34) ______________________ - They would need the ability to 
teach others because there were going to be lots of people 
eventually working on the temple building project.  

 
What do we notice about these gifts given to these builders? 
 
 
 

III. Judges 
Gideon:  

Judges 6:33-35 
How did the Holy Spirit make its way to Gideon here? 
 
 
Samson  

Judges 14:5-6, Judges 14:19, Judges 15:14 
What do we come to realize when the scripture mentions 4 separate times 
that the Spirit came upon Samson? 
 
 
 
3rd Major Point (concerning the work of the Holy Spirit) - The Holy Spirit 
being on someone was usually __________________ until the purpose for 
His presence was complete.   
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IV: Leaders 
Numbers 11:16-17 
What does God say he is going to do with the 70 men Moses was to 
appoint? 
 
 
 
What happened when the Spirit came and rested upon them?   
 
 
 
 
Was this gift of prophecy they were given something permanent?   
 
 
 
 
What were the other two men (Eldad and Medad) doing?   
 
 
Two distinct gifts of the Spirit were given here: 
1st: One was a more permanent gift of _________  _____  _____________  
2nd: The second was the _____________  ______  ___  _______________ 
 
 
 
So what was the purpose of the miracle?  
 
 
 
 
4th Major Point (concerning the work of the Holy Spirit) - The Holy Spirit 
would use miraculous signs as _________for the people of Israel to 
take notice.  
 


