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Jesus’ Promise to the apostles – John Chapters 14-16 
Summary of last few weeks 
A couple of weeks ago, we have learned that Jesus Christ is the revelation 
of the Holy Spirit. If you want to learn about the Holy Spirit, just get to know 
Jesus Christ really well. While on earth, He had the entire Godhead 
dwelling in Him. The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit all have one name 
– Elohim (plural name for God). Also, the Holy Spirit coordinated the writing 
of the scriptures so it has to be accurate – every word.  
 
Last week, we looked at the Holy Spirit’s work in the Old Testament and 
how He worked with the prophets, the craftsmen, judges and some of the 
leaders to get God’s message across to His people.  In this we learned 
some key points: 

• The Spirit came upon or filled people. You did not even necessarily 
need to be a godly person as in the case of Balaam.  

• Any time the Spirit came on someone and they received a miraculous 
sign or power of some type, it was only temporary and would only last 
as long as was needed. 

• The Holy Spirit was given to individuals in the Old Testament for the 
purpose of all Israel. There was no personal sanctification or moral 
benefit that came along with Him. 

   
John chapter 14 – who is Jesus speaking to in this verses?  He is getting 
ready to be put to death and He is trying to get in some last minute 
instructions. 
 
Jesus teaching the apostles about the Holy Spirit  
John 14:16-17 
This verse says “another Helper.” 
Who was the first Helper?  - Jesus 
 
How long is this Helper going to be with them? – Forever 
What is the name of this Helper that is coming along?  The Spirit of 
Truth 
Is the Spirit of truth going to be for everybody? – No, the world is going 
to struggle with Him 
 
So who is Jesus claiming to be? 
The Holy Spirit 
 



Rivers of Living Water – Week 3 

2 

 

Where is the Holy Spirit going to be located?  
Jesus is telling them that He is abiding with them and will soon be IN them. 
 
John 14:18-20 
Jesus then tells the disciples that He is not going to leave them alone but 
He is coming to them. In what type of form do you think Jesus is 
coming to them?  Spirit Form  
 
How long is it going to be before the world can no longer see Jesus?  
- A little while.  However, He will not be dead because it says that He will 
live. And in that day the apostles will be given the life-giving Spirit as well – 
and they will live. As Paul said “it is no longer I who live but Christ lives in 
me.” (Galatians 2:20). And the apostles are going to know when that day 
comes. 
 
John 14:21-22 
How does Jesus know the ones that love Him? 
They are the ones that have His commandments and keep them.  And the 
ones that love Jesus are the ones that His Father and He are going to love 
in return. To that person, Jesus will be disclosed. 
But then Judas (not Iscariot) asks a very important question – is the Spirit 
going to be just for the apostles or is it going to be available for everyone?  
 
John 14:23-24 
Who is the Holy Spirit going to be available to? 
Everyone (or anyone) 
 
So if someone loves Jesus and keeps His word, who comes to live 
with him(her)? 
We 
“Our” means the spiritual Godhead would be living in each Christian. 
But then Jesus lets them know that if you reject Jesus’ words, you are 
actually rejecting the Father’s words.  There is no such thing as “well she is 
a believer in God but does not believe in Jesus Christ.” That is a problem 
because Jesus is letting us know that His words are the Father’s words. 
 
John 14:25-26 
So Jesus spoke the words to the apostles while he was with them for the 
3.5 years. So the Father is going to send the Holy Spirit.  



Rivers of Living Water – Week 3 

3 

 

In whose name is He going to send the Holy Spirit?  It is all about 
Jesus. The scripture from beginning to end is all about Jesus Christ. 
What is the first thing that the Spirit is going to do for the apostles? 
Teach them all things – would this be referring to how to fish? Or maybe 
how to do your taxes? As we are going to see – the Spirit was coming to 
testify about Jesus Christ. 
What is the second thing that the Spirit is going to do for the 
apostles? 
Bring to their remembrance all that He said to them 
Why would the apostles need these two things? 
They did not have the completed scriptures that they could use while 
teaching. 
They were going to have to remember these things while they were 
teaching, preaching and writing. Also God would have wanted the apostles 
to all have one message and not trying to remember exactly what Jesus 
said and when or maybe comparing notes to see what He said. 
 
John 14:27-28 
What did Jesus mean about the peace of the world here in verse 28?   
It would not be a worldly peace. He was giving the peace that passes 
understanding (peace of mind)(Philippians 4:17) and the world has no idea 
about that one – in fact the world is going to hate folks that think that way.  
That is why He told them to not fear and to not let their heart be troubled. 
Jesus knew they would be persecuted.  
 
What did Jesus mean by the statement “I go away and I will come to 
you?”  
When He leaves to go back to the Father, He will send the Spirit to be with 
them. And for this reason the apostles should be rejoicing. 
 
John 15:23-25 
Why did the Jews hate Jesus so much?   
Because He came and convicted them of their sin  
Jesus came and did the works that no one else did which thus proved that 
He was Jehovah God in the flesh. (John 20:30-31). But now that they have 
seen Jesus (the Father) and been convicted of their sin, they hate Jesus 
(and thus hate the Father as well). 
So what do you think was going to happen to the apostles when they 
proclaimed Jesus Christ as Lord and convicted the people of their sin?  



Rivers of Living Water – Week 3 

4 

 

Well, the people were going to hate them as well.  So I guess Jesus figured 
they were going to need a little help. 
 
John 15:26-27 
So who is sending the Spirit in this verse?  Jesus (it was mentioned as 
the Father the last time – John 14:25).  Where does the Spirit of truth 
come from?  The Father 
And who is the Spirit coming to testify about – Himself or someone 
else?   
He is coming to testify about Jesus Christ – that is why the apostles were 
going to know all about His teaching as we learned above.  And thus, when 
indwelt with that knowledge given by the Helper who would be living in 
them, the apostles would testify about Jesus Christ as well.   
 
John 16:5-7 
You get the idea from verse 5 and 6 that the more Jesus talks, the apostles 
were becoming more and more upset to the fact that Jesus is going away. 
Now this was not the first time they had heard this but they could obviously 
sense it was coming soon. 
 
Jesus said in verse 7, it was to the apostles’ advantage that He goes 
away. Why did He say that? 
 
All of these disciples had left professions and family to join Jesus on his 
earthly sojourn. So there was obviously something very special about Him 
that made all of that very worthwhile.  But Jesus lets them know that 
something better was coming if He goes away. The indwelling Holy Spirit 
was going to be much better than his physical presence.  Could this same 
statement be made about Christians today? Is it to our advantage to have 
the indwelling Holy Spirit or would it be better to be in the physical 
presence of Jesus?  
 
John 16:8 
Here we get a listing of 3 things the Spirit is going to do when He gets here. 
What is the first thing listed? 
He will convict the world concerning sin 

• In verse 16:9, why will He convict the world of sin? 
o John 16:9 

� Because the world does not believe in Him 
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� There are those that continue to practice evil. They love 
the darkness more than the light (John 3:19). So the 
reason they do not follow Christ is a morality issue, rather 
than one of intelligence or education. 

 
What is the second thing He will convict the world of? 
He will convict the world concerning righteousness 

• Why will He convict the world concerning righteousness? 
o John 16:10 

� Because He is going back to the Father and the apostles 
will no longer be able to see Him. 

� The truly righteous person will conduct themselves based 
on a belief in a Jesus they cannot see, but whose 
existence, sacrifice, and expectations are communicated 
through the word of God. The rest will continue to conduct 
themselves as though there were no Jesus, thinking that 
nobody is looking. 

 
What is the third thing He will convict the world of? 
He will convict the world concerning judgment 

• Why will He convict the world concerning judgment? 
o John 16:11 

� Because the ruler of this world has been judged. 

• Who is the ruler of this world? 
o John 12:31 – Satan 

• So by this point – Satan had been judged.  

• Satan is the father of all lies and the fountain of 
rebellion against God. "The whole world," noted 
John in his first epistle, "lies in the power of the evil 
one" (I John 5:19). The Spirit, through His message, 
would point out to the world the consequences of 
following the prince of darkness, that they would 
suffer the same fate of eternal destruction in the 
lake of fire. 

 
John 16:12 
Jesus said He wanted to tell them many more things but they could 
not bear them now. What do you think He meant by that?  
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Jesus had already told His apostles what was going to happen to Him on 
earth – Mark 9:31-32 
So these things that they could not bear now would have to be things that 
were going to happen after Jesus had ascended to the Father. This would 
be referring to things that would happen once they started preaching and 
teaching. They were not ready to bear those things.  
 
 
John 16:13 
One very important thing to remember – to whom is Jesus speaking?  
The apostles and only the apostles. 
Why were they going to have to be guided into all truth? – Because 
they did not have the written New Testament Word they could look at. We 
learned earlier that the Spirit was going to help them recall all of these 
things.  (Mark 13:11; John 14:25-26). It will be very easy to see in the 
book of Acts once we get there (next week) that they were being guided 
into all truth.   
 
Is this something that was promised to all Christians? 
No 
As we said the first week – He has given us the full word and thus there is 
no longer a need to be guided into all truth. We already have all the truth 
but we will have to do some work to get at it. 
 
This verse says that He is not coming on His own initiative. Whose initiative 
do you think He is coming for?  Jesus  
 
So the rest of this verse says that He (the Spirit) is going to help the 
apostles speak what they need to speak. He will disclose to them what is to 
come. 
 
 
The Illumination of the scriptures 
A few weeks ago, we learned something that the Holy Spirit did for all of 
mankind – He coordinated and oversaw the speaking and recording of the 
Word of God. Now we are going to learn something that the Holy Spirit 
does not do for Christians.   
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Many so-called Christians will claim that the Holy Spirit speaks directly to 
their minds to help them understand the scripture. This is called the 
doctrine of illumination.   
 
As a side note, this doctrine has no basis in the Bible whatsoever.  
Generally when someone claims they have been illumined (or enlightened) 
by the Holy Spirit, they are generally going to say things that go directly 
against the scripture. Another interesting point – most folks will tell you that 
with proper study Christians grow in the knowledge and understanding of 
the Scripture. Does that mean the indwelling Holy Spirit was wrong or lying 
when we were younger Christians?   
 
This is something that stems from the Calvinist doctrine of Total Depravity 
– which means that the individual cannot understand the Scripture at all 
until they have been illumined by the Holy Spirit. But the scripture is very 
clear that the non-Christian’s ignorance is willful and not inborn (or total) 
(Romans 1:18, Ephesians 4:17-19). 
 
Some of the scriptures they use to substantiate this idea are some of the 
ones we went over today that are attributed to just the apostles (John 
14:26, 16:13; I Corinthians 2:10-13; Matthew 10:19-20). The second set of 
scriptures that are used to substantiate the idea are New Covenant vs Old 
Covenant verses and the folks that put that doctrine together really 
struggled between the difference between the two (Hebrews 8:10-11  
referring to Jeremiah 31:31-34; I John 2:20-27). Under the Old Covenant 
you were born into it – no knowledge was needed. Under the New 
Covenant, once you have the knowledge and you make the decision, you 
are born again into it.   
 
The purpose of the indwelling Holy Spirit is not to add knowledge to our 
minds, but to stimulate and strengthen our wills for obedience and service.  
We will talk more about that when we get to the section on what the Holy 
Spirit does for the Christian. Also, there were some in the early church that 
received the gift of knowledge or discernment but that was for a special 
time and purpose. We will talk about that more when we get to the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
John 16:14-15 
Who is the Spirit going to glorify?  He is going to glorify Jesus 
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What do you think He meant by the statement “He shall take of Mine?”   
The answer to that question is given in the next verse. 
 
The disclosures here would be referring to things that would happen 
following Jesus’ resurrection back into heaven – things the apostles would 
have to teach on. This would include things like Jesus being the high priest 
of the order of Melchizedek, Him being the chief cornerstone, Him being 
given glory and a dominion and seated on the throne of His father David. 
These teachings could only have been given to the apostles by direct 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit.   
 
John 16:16 
All things of the Father belong to Jesus 
All things of Jesus belong to the Spirit 
 
So since the Spirit has all things of the Father and Son, He will be able to 
disclose it to the apostles. 
 
Summary 
So Jesus was soon going to leave the apostles and He was going to send 
them some help. He was going to send them the Holy Spirit that would 
guide them into all truth and He would help them to remember all things 
that Jesus said and to be able to speak it. 
 
Jesus was also going to send a helper to all Christians – but this indwelling 
Holy Spirit that Christians would receive under the New Covenant would 
not give you knowledge outside what the apostles and prophets were 
teaching. There are many things He can do for the Christian but giving you 
knowledge or helping you interpret the scripture is not one of those. He will 
convict the world concerning their sin; He will convict the world concerning 
righteousness; He will convict the world concerning judgement. 
 
Next Week’s Lesson – The baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1 and 2) 
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John 14:16-17 
Who was the first Helper?  
 
How long is this Helper going to be with them? 
 
What is the name of this Helper that is coming along? 
 
Is the Spirit of truth going to be for everybody? 
 
So who is Jesus claiming to be? 
 
Where is the Holy Spirit going to be located?  
 
John 14:18-20 
In what type of form do you think Jesus is coming to them?  Spirit Form  
 
How long is it going to be before the world can no longer see Jesus?  
 
 
John 14:21-22 
How does Jesus know the ones that love Him? 
 
John 14:23-24 
Who is the Holy Spirit going to be available to? 
 
So if someone loves Jesus and keeps His word, who comes to live with him(her)? 
 
 
John 14:25-26 
In whose name is He going to send the Holy Spirit?   
 
What is the first thing that the Spirit is going to do for the apostles? 
 
What is the second thing that the Spirit is going to do for the apostles? 
 
Why would the apostles need these two things? 
 
 
John 14:27-28 
What did Jesus mean about the peace of the world here in verse 28?   
 
What did Jesus mean by the statement “I go away and I will come to you?”  
 
 
John 15:23-25 
Why did the Jews hate Jesus so much?   
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John 15:26-27 
So who is sending the Spirit in this verse?  
 
Where does the Spirit of truth come from?   
 
And who is the Spirit coming to testify about – Himself or someone else?   
 
John 16:5-7 
 
Jesus said in verse 7, it was to the apostles’ advantage that He goes away. Why did He 
say that? 
 
John 16:8-11 
Here we get a listing of 3 things the Spirit is going to do when He gets here. 
What is the first thing listed? 
 
In verse 16:9, why will He convict the world of sin? 

 
What is the second thing He will convict the world of? 

 
What is the third thing He will convict the world of? 
 
In John 16:11, why will He convict the world concerning judgment? 
 
 
John 16:12 
Jesus said He wanted to tell them many more things but they could not bear them now. 
What do you think He meant by that?  
 
 
John 16:13 
One very important thing to remember – to whom is Jesus speaking?   
 
Why were they going to have to be guided into all truth?  
 
Is this something that was promised to all Christians? 
 
 
John 16:14-16 
Who is the Spirit going to glorify? 
 
 
Next Week’s Lesson – The baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1 and 2)   


