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Baptism with the Holy Spirit – Part 1 
Summary of last few weeks 
Over the last few weeks we have looked at a high level definition of the 
Holy Spirit. If you want to know the Holy Spirit, then just know Jesus. Also 
we looked at the fact that the Holy Spirit very carefully put together the 
Bible for and us and has guaranteed its accuracy. Then we looked at the 
Holy Spirit’s influence during the Old Testament period – in which the Spirit 
would come on and fill people temporarily so that they could do certain 
things – especially those of prophets, craftsmen, judges and leaders.  Then 
last week, we looked at some of the promises of the Holy Spirit given to the 
apostles by Jesus Himself in John chapter 14 through 16. They were 
promised the Holy Spirit was dwelling with them and will soon be in them. 
They were promised they would be given what to say and that they would 
be guided into all truth when the Spirit came along. 
 
This week and next, we are going to look into a topic that we probably 
should not have to cover but we do because there are a lot of groups and 
denominations that will claim that this happens today – but the scripture is 
going to let us know that the time for this has past.  The subject we are 
looking at this week is the “Baptism with the Holy Spirit” 
 
Matthew 3:5-11 
So in verse 11, we see that John said that he baptized in water but one 
much more powerful than he was coming after him and He would baptize 
with the Holy Spirit. John mentions that He would baptize “You.”  
 
Two questions to start with here: 
Who is the He this verse is referring to?  Jesus  
Who is the You this verse is referring to?  We are not really sure. It says 
that the people were coming out to see John from all Jerusalem and the 
surrounding areas. So we are not sure at this point. 
 
Would the apostles have been in the area to hear John say words like 
this? 
Verse 13 of Matthew 3 is going to go on and say that Jesus showed up at 
that point to be baptized by John. So anyone that was there at Jesus’ 
baptism would have heard these words.  
 
So there is a problem here. Judas Iscariot has hung himself and now the 
apostles are looking to replace him with another disciple. In verses 21 and 
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22 of Acts chapter 1, they lay out the requirements for the proper men to 
choose from.   
 
Acts 1:21-22 
So you can see here, the men that were selected had to have been present 
with them most of the time but Peter calls out two events here at the 
beginning and the end. The event at the beginning was what?  Jesus’ 
baptism by John.  And what was the event at the end?  Jesus’ ascension 
(which they have just witnessed taking place). So God made sure the 
apostles where there when Jesus was immersed so they would have heard 
that statement. 
 
Acts 1:1-3     
Jesus here is getting ready to check out.  He is getting ready to ascend 
back into Heaven.  Remember what He said to the apostles - It is to 
your advantage that I go away. What was going to come if He went 
away?  The Helper.  So obviously Jesus has appeared to them quite a few 
times over the past 40 days since His resurrection and He was telling them 
about the kingdom of God.  
 
Acts 1:4-5     
What is the first thing he tells them to do?  Stay in Jerusalem  
What are they to wait for in Jerusalem?  What the Father had promised 
which Jesus told them about 
And what is that referring to?  The coming Holy Spirit 
 
In verse 5, what does Jesus tell the apostles that will happen to them?  
They will be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
When will that be?  Not many days from now 
 
Now if you remember from chapter 16 of John, we learned that Jesus told 
the apostles that they would be guided into all truth. I wonder if they had it 
yet?   
 
Acts 1:6 
What do you think? At this point, were they being guided into all 
truth?    No 
Does this sound like a question that would have been asked if they would 
have received the whole truth? 
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Acts 1:7-8 
Jesus lets them know that it is not exactly time for them to know yet. But 
then He tells them in verse 8 that they will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon them. So they will receive power when the Spirit 
comes upon them. That means that the power and coming of the Spirit are 
two different things. Don’t let some of the current modern day ministers 
throw you off on what this means. They will say this is all one event but the 
fact Jesus uses the term WHEN in the middle shows it is two separate 
things. 
 
Then it says they will be His witnesses (guided by all truth) in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth. 
They are not going to give their testimony. They are going to give His 
testimony. Remember, who did Jesus say the Holy Spirit was coming 
to testify about? He was coming to testify about Jesus (His witnesses). 
 
Acts 1:9-11 
Jesus here in verse 9 leaves on a cloud which brings about the appearance 
of two angels.  They tell the apostles here a key piece of advice on what to 
look for with Jesus’ second coming.  But the first question here is - what 
city were all the living apostles from?  Galilee.  Anyone know where 
Judas Iscariot was from? Kerioth of Judea     
 
Then the angels tell them that when Jesus returns, He will return on the 
clouds. It is not going to be a secret. He will return on the clouds. That is 
another class for another time.  
 
Acts 1:12-15 
Here we see the 11 apostles do what they were told by their master; they 
head back to Jerusalem. And it says they went back to where they were 
staying – that is the upper room.    
 
Acts 1:16 
Important point – who was in the upper room with the apostles?   
The Women (Luke 8:2-3; Luke 23:49, 55) 

• Mary Magdalene would have been from Magdala 

• Mary and Martha, Lazarus’ sisters were from Bethany 
 
Why were the apostles going to have to be guided into all truth?  
What was the problem they were now going to have to prove to 
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everyone who would listen?  They were going to have to prove that for 
the first time in recorded history that someone has been permanently 
resurrected from the dead – never to die again.  Try proving that to 
someone. Jesus had raised Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter and the widow’s son 
to set the stage for this - but all of these folks would eventually die again. 
 
Acts 2:1 
Who is the “they” referring to in this verse? 
This is of course a pronoun so to find the antecedent, we need to refer 
back to the last known plural group. The last group that was referred to in 
Acts 1 was the apostles. Look at verse 26. 
 
What is the “day of Pentecost” referred to in this verse? 
This is one of the feasts that all Jewish males were required to be in town 
for.  Plus they were required to be in the temple area so they could offer 
their sacrifices and pay homage to God. 
 
Pentecost – count 50 days from Jesus’ resurrection to the day of 
Pentecost. 

• Greek word that means 50 

• It refers to the festival celebrated on the fiftieth day after Passover, 
also known as the "Feast of Weeks" 

• 3 feasts  
o Feast of Passover 
o Feast of the beginning of harvest - Pentecost 
o Feast of Ingathering – at the end of the year 
o All males were required to show up at these feasts. 

Temple 

• Started at Shiloh – when first came out of wilderness – Samuel was 
little boy 

• Solomon – Gibeon 

• Solomon moved it to Jerusalem  
 
Apostles are good Jewish boys – so they were where they were supposed 
to be – in the temple area 
 
Jesus was crucified during Passover week and was raised on the first day 
of the week. They would have started counting the 50 days from the day 
Jesus resurrected from the grave. The day of Pentecost is always on the 
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first day of the week. 
 
Where is the “one place” referring to in this verse? 
Luke 24:50-53 – this is a parallel verse to Acts 1. They were always in the 
temple. 
That would be referring to the upper room (or the temple) we learned about 
earlier.   
 
Acts 2:2 
What is the first thing that happens here? 
From heaven came a noise like the sound of a rushing wind. This was not a 
gentle breeze noise. This would have been like the sound of a hurricane 
blowing – and it filled the house where they were sitting.  The house would 
probably be referring to Solomon’s portico in the temple.  
 
Acts 2:3 
What is the next sign that happens? 
Tongues as of fire resting on the apostles heads 
 
Acts 2:4 
Verse 4 says that they were filled with the Holy Spirit. We have already 
learned what the term to “be filled with the Spirit” means, don’t we? We 
learned that when we covered the Holy Spirit’s influence in the Old 
Testament. Well like we saw in the Old Testament, with the filling came 
signs, what did the apostles do with this filling?   
They start speaking in tongues   
Does that mean that were speaking a heavenly language? 
It says that that they were speaking as the Spirit was giving them utterance 
– which means the ability to speak out.   
 
Does this look and sound like the apostles may have received some power 
when the Holy Spirit came on them?  Yes, it certainly does. And in fact we 
are going to see they received a lot more than just this gift.  
 
Now – it is important to stop here at this point and say that there were 3 
signs associated with this baptism with the Holy Spirit: 

1. There was a sound like a mighty, rushing wind 
2. There were tongues of fire resting on the apostles’ heads 
3. They were speaking in other languages 

Remember the apostles were promised that they were going to be baptized 
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with the Holy Spirit not many days from now. Already you can tell this is not 
referring to water baptism like we see take place at church at times. This 
was a different kind of baptism. 
 
Now it is also important to call out the fact that the baptism with the Holy 
Spirit, only occurred on the apostles and not the 120.  The reason why this 
is important is because there are many people today that will tell you that 
they have been baptized with the Holy Spirit. That is why it is critical that 
you prove the point that it happened only to the apostles and not the 120 
that were in the upper room. They will tell you that the 120 where baptized 
in the Holy Spirit and thus it can happen to anybody.   
 
So far we have seen two reasons why it fell on only the apostles 

1. It was promised only to the apostles by Jesus  
2. And the “they” in Acts 2:1 refers back to the apostles and not the 

120.  
There will be a total of 7 reasons why the baptism of the Holy Spirit only fell 
on the apostles. 
 
Acts 2:5-6 
So in Jerusalem at the time (remember all male Jews would have had to 
have been there for the feast), there were devout Jews from every nation 
under heaven. 
 
Notice that the apostles did not cry out things like “I have it” and “I have it 
too.” The folks that believe that the baptism with the Holy Spirit occurs 
today will tell you that as people feel that will call out that they have it and 
then be able to speak in tongues – but there is nothing like that recorded 
here. 
 
In verse 6, we see the crowd come together. They came together because 
of the sound they heard. The crowd could see and hear the fact that a great 
miracle had taken place. The apostles did not have to tell folks they had 
received it. They received power when the Holy Spirit came upon them. 
God knew how to gather the crowd, didn’t He?   
 
Why was the crowd bewildered in verse 6? Was it because they were 
speaking a heavenly language? 
No, they could each hear them speak in their own language. That is what it 
means to speak in tongues. It means you could speak in a foreign 
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language without ever having been trained to do so.  
 
Acts 2:7 
Not only were they bewildered but they were amazed and astonished.  
There is another clue in this verse that they baptism with the Holy 
Spirit only fell on the apostles. Do you see what it is? The crowd was 
amazed because all the people speaking were Galilieans. All the apostles 
were from where?  Galilee and we already mentioned that some of the 
women were from Bethany and from Magdala. 
 
Acts 2:8 
There are still amazed that they can hear them in their own languages. Do 
you think the miracle was performed on the apostles or do you think 
the miracle was performed in the ears of the crowd? It says they were 
speaking as the Spirit was giving them utterance. And you can certainly tell 
that from what is written in the rest of Acts chapter 2. The scripture says the 
apostles were speaking languages – not that they were speaking Hebrew 
and that everyone could hear them in their own language. 
 
Acts 2:9-13 
Here we see all the areas (or at least some of the areas) that the Jews 
came from. And with these languages, the apostles were speaking of the 
mighty deeds of God. 
 
Acts 2:14 
There is another clue in this verse that they baptism with the Holy 
Spirit only fell on the apostles. Do you see what it is? Peter took his 
stand with the 11, not the 119.  
 
Acts 2:15-16 
There is another clue in this verse that they baptism with the Holy 
Spirit only fell on the apostles. Do you see what it is? Peter said these 
“men” are not drunk as you suppose.  There were no women baptized with 
the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  The crowd could see who had 
been baptized with the Holy Spirit. 
 
But now Peter is going to let them know that this was all the plan of God 
and had been prophesied in the book of Joel (and other places) by quoting 
what Joel said. 
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Acts 2:17-21 
What do you think – do you think that Peter and boys here are being 
guided into “all truth?”  
The fact that Peter just made that statement in verse 17 that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit was for “all mankind” shows that the Spirit was directing the 
words because the apostles would not take the message to the Gentiles for 
another 7-10 years. Peter will also make the statement in Acts 2:39 that the 
New Covenant message is for Jew and Gentile alike. 
 
Acts 2:22-32 
Acts 2:33 
So Peter now says that Jesus has been exalted to the right hand of God 
and that He has received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit.  
So what does Jesus do with the Holy Spirit that He received from the 
Father?  He pours for that which they both See and Hear – this baptism of 
the Holy Spirit was a great sign for all the people. So who was it that 
performed the baptism with the Holy Spirit? Jesus. It was the beginning 
of the Church (God’s Kingdom).  He has poured forth that which you both 
see and hear. That sounds just like the prophecy from Joel does it not (Acts 
2:17-21).  
 
Jesus was the only one that could baptize in the Holy Spirit. This verse 
does not say there were any laying on of hands or anything along those 
lines. Jesus did it directly from heaven. 
 
Acts 2:36 
Here is another clue to who received the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
Who did the crowd ask about what they should do?  Peter and the rest 
of the apostles – not disciples. They did not inquire of Peter and the 119 or 
Peter and the whole multitude.  There was only one group that was about 
to answer that question that day and that was the apostles of Jesus Christ 
– those who had been baptized with the Holy Spirit.  
 
Acts 2:43 
Here is the last clue to who received the baptism with the Holy Spirit. 
Who was able to perform miracles? 
As we mentioned before, the apostles received the ability to speak in 
tongues but they could perform many different miracles. We will see more 
of these when we gift to the study on the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Last proof 
that it only fell on the apostles and not the 120. 
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3 things the apostles received  

• Baptism with the Holy Spirit 

• Indwelling Holy Spirit  
o John 20 – Jesus (without Thomas) breathed on them 
o Prepared them for the sound like a mighty rushing wind 

� They were already clean by the word Jesus spoke (John 
15:3) 

• Gifts and ability to lay hands on people to pass them on.  
 
Summary of this week’s lesson  
This week, we looked at the first occurrence of the baptism with the Holy 
Spirit in Acts chapters 1 and 2. Here is what we learned from our study last 
week. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit fell only on the apostles. In fact we 
saw 7 evidences from the scripture that prove that the Holy Spirit fell on the 
apostles and only the apostles. The Baptism with the Holy Spirit included 3 
signs: 

1. Sound like a mighty, rushing wind 
2. Tongues like fire resting on the foreheads 
3. Speaking in other languages 

 
3 things happened to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost: 

1. They received the indwelling Holy Spirit 
2. They received power (miraculous)  
3. They were baptized with the Holy Spirit 
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Baptism with the Holy Spirit – Part 1 
 
Matthew 3:5-11 
Who is the He this verse is referring to?   
Would the apostles have been in the area to hear John say words like this? 
 
Acts 1:21-22 
The event at the beginning was what?  
And what was the event at the end?   
 
Acts 1:1-3     
Remember what Jesus said to the apostles - It is to your advantage that I go away. 
What was going to come if He went away?   
 
Acts 1:4-5     
What is the first thing he tells them to do?   
What are they to wait for in Jerusalem?   
And what is that referring to?   
 
In verse 5, what does Jesus tell the apostles that will happen to them?  When will that 
be?   
 
Acts 1:6 
What do you think? Were they being guided into all truth yet?     
  
Acts 1:7-8 
Remember, who did Jesus say the Holy Spirit was coming to testify about?  
 
Acts 1:9-11 
What city were all the living apostles from?  
Anyone know where Judas Iscariot was from?     
 
Acts 1:12-16 
Important point – who was in the upper room with the apostles?   
Why were the apostles going to have to be guided into all truth?  What was the problem 
they were now going to have to prove to everyone who would listen?   
 
Acts 2:1 
Who is the “they” referring to in this verse? 
What is the “day of Pentecost” referred to in this verse? 
Where is the “one place” referring to in this verse? 
 
Acts 2:2 
What is the first thing that happens here? 
 
Acts 2:3 
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What is the next sign that happens? 
 
Acts 2:4-6 
Well like we saw in the Old Testament, with the filling came signs, what did the apostles 
do with this filling?   
 
Does that mean that were speaking a heavenly language? 
 
Why was the crowd bewildered in verse 6? Was it because they were speaking a 
heavenly language? 
 
Acts 2:7 
There is another clue in this verse that they baptism with the Holy Spirit only fell on the 
apostles. Do you see what it is?  
 
Acts 2:8 
Do you think the miracle was performed on the apostles or do you think the miracle was 
performed in the ears of the crowd?  
 
Acts 2:9-14 
There is another clue in this verse that they baptism with the Holy Spirit only fell on the 
apostles. Do you see what it is?  
 
Acts 2:15-16 
There is another clue in this verse that they baptism with the Holy Spirit only fell on the 
apostles. Do you see what it is?  
 
Acts 2:17-21 
What do you think – do you think that Peter and boys here are being guided into “all 
truth?”  
 
Acts 2:22-33 
So what does Jesus do with the Holy Spirit that He received from the Father?   
 
So who was it that performed the baptism with the Holy Spirit?  
 
Acts 2:36 
Here is another clue to who received the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Who did the 
crowd ask about what they should do?   
 
Acts 2:43 

Here is the last clue to who received the baptism with the Holy Spirit. Who 
was able to perform miracles? 
 
Next week’s lesson – Baptism with the Holy Spirit – Part 2 (Acts 10 & 11) 


