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Part 2 – Baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 10 and 11) 
Last week we looked at the first occurrence of the baptism with the Holy 
Spirit in Acts chapters 1 and 2. Here is what we learned from our study last 
week. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit fell only on the apostles. In fact we 
saw 7 evidences from the scripture that prove that the Holy Spirit fell on the 
apostles and only the apostles. The Baptism with the Holy Spirit included 3 
signs: 

1. Sound like a mighty, rushing wind 
2. Tongues like fire resting on the foreheads 
3. Speaking in other languages 

 
3 things happened to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost: 

1. They received the indwelling Holy Spirit 
2. They received power (miraculous)  
3. They were baptized with the Holy Spirit 
 

 
Matthew 3:5-11 
So in verse 11, we see that John said that he baptized in water but one 
much more powerful than he was, was coming after him and He would 
baptize with the Holy Spirit. John mentions that He would baptize “You.”  
 
Two questions to start with here: 
Who is the He this verse is referring to?  Jesus  
Who is the You this verse is referring to?  We are not really sure. It says 
that the people we coming out to see John from all Jerusalem and the 
surrounding areas. So we are not sure at this point. 
 
Acts 10 
When we start chapter 10 in the book of Acts, it has been somewhere 
between 10-13 years after the events in Acts chapter 2.  The gospel 
message of Jesus has yet to reach the Gentiles. The gospel has made it to 
the Samaritans but there is no Gentile yet that has become a Christian.  
Now we must remember that the apostles (that were being guided into all 
truth) were saying all along that the message of Jesus Christ was for Jew 
and Gentile alike but they were afraid to take the message to the Gentiles. 
A little more guiding was going to be needed by God (or the Holy Spirit) 
along with a very large sign to show He approved of the Gentiles. That is 
where we pick up our story. 
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Acts 10:1-2 
Here we see the introduction of a new character. He is a devout man from 
the Italian cohort. His name is Cornelius and he is from Caesarea.  You can 
see he had some great qualities. He gave alms to the Jews; he prayed 
continually and he feared God.  We are also going to found out later that he 
knew a lot about Jesus as well.  
 
Acts 10:3-4 
What kind of Godly characteristics do we see listed in these verses?  
Cornelius sees a vision of an angel appearing to him and letting him know 
that his prayers have ascended as a memorial offering before God. 
 
Acts 10:5-8 
Who was Cornelius told to send for?  Peter.  He was currently in Joppa 
which is not even close to Jerusalem (38 miles). God had placed Peter on 
the coast that was going to make it easier to get to Cornelius’ house.  So 
Cornelius calls his servants and sends them away to Joppa to get Peter. 
Now it is always interesting as to why God just did not get Philipp to go 
speak to Cornelius.  Philipp was converting a lot of Samaritans in the town 
of Caesarea but when it comes time to get the message the Gentiles, Peter 
is summoned. 
 
Why do you think God called Peter rather than Philipp? 
Peter is the one with the keys to the kingdom of heaven – Matthew 16:16-
19   
         
 
Acts 10:9-16 
So Peter is hungry at this time and while he was waiting to eat, he falls into 
a trance.  In his vision, he sees a sheet being lowered by all four corners to 
the ground.   
What did the sheet contain? Four-footed animals, crawling creatures, and 
birds of the air. 
What did these things represent to the Jew?  These were all unclean 
animals which they were not allowed to eat under any circumstances  
 
What does the voice tell him to do? Tells him to get up and kill and eat 
What are Peter’s responses to the voice? I have never eaten anything 
unclean 
What is the voice’s response? What God has cleansed, no longer 
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consider unholy 
 
Are you starting to see the message that God is trying to get across to 
Peter? 
 
Acts 10:17-19 
Obviously Peter was still struggling with the vision that he had just scene 
and its’ meaning. Notice that God did not tell Peter what the vision meant. 
He expects us to use out mental abilities to figure things out. But Peter did 
not have to think long. What happens while is still thinking about the 
vision?  Cornelius’ messengers show up at the gate. I would say that was 
good timing on the Spirit’s part to make sure Peter gets the point. Then the 
Holy Spirit lets Peter know that the three Gentile men at the gate are 
looking for him.  
 
Acts 10:20-23 
Who is orchestrating all of this?  The Holy Spirit   
What is Peter told to do by the Spirit?  Get up and go with them – 
without complaining 
In verse 22, what new thing do we learn about Cornelius that we had 
not heard before? He was well spoken of by the entire Jewish nation. But 
then the men mention the fact that he is righteous and God-fearing and that 
he was directed by an angel to send for him so he could hear a message 
from him.  Then Peter invites the 3 men into Simon the Tanner’s house and 
they lodged there. And the next morning they get up and start heading to 
Caesarea. Peter makes a very intelligent move here and takes some 
Christian men from Joppa to go along with the group.   
 
Acts 10:24-27 
Obviously Cornelius had faith that God would work this out because you 
can see here that he had called together his entire family and his friends.  
What does Peter do when Cornelius falls to the ground to worship 
him?  He helps him up and tells him that he is just a man.  
 
Acts 10:28-29 
Interesting, what does Peter still consider himself?  A Jew – They 
would not be given the name Christians until chapter 11. He tells them it is 
unlawful to be there and it was for a Jew but not for a Christian. This tells 
how deep God had driven that wedge between Jew and Gentile to preserve 
His people and keep them from idolatry. 
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In order for a Gentile to become a Jew back in the Old Testament times 
was for him to agree to live in the land and keep the feasts and all other 
things associated with being a Jew. So there was no association outside 
Israel. That was the only way the people of Israel could be preserved in the 
corrosive Gentile environment. In the New Testament times, there was no 
land of Israel; they were scattered. So in order to keep this law, they just 
did not associate with Gentiles at all. 
   
Did Peter get the proper message from the vision of the sheet? Yes, 
he now knows what he is not to call any name unholy or unclean.  Then he 
asks the crowd assembled why they have called for him. 
 
Acts 10:30-33 
Anyone know what the ninth hour of the day is referring to? 
This probably means that Cornelius was keep the Jewish tradition of 
praying in the morning at sunrise and in the afternoon at 3PM. This is listed 
right after the scripture calls him devout and mentions that he prayed all the 
time. 
 
So Cornelius recounts here what happened with the angel that showed up 
at his house spoke to him.  There is only one difference between what 
was said at the beginning and what was said now. Can you find what 
it is (hint: it has to do with his prayer)?  His prayer had made it up to 
God – not prayers as was mentioned earlier. There was only one prayer 
that made it up to God – that was the one that said “send me someone that 
will tell me the truth of the scripture.” 
What did Cornelius say they had been gathered to hear?  All that they 
had been commanded by God 
 
Acts 10:34-35 
Peter obviously got the message about Gentiles being able to be children 
of God just like the Jews. But do you think if Cornelius would have 
jumped up at this point and said “I am ready to be baptized in Jesus’ 
name, that Peter would have done so? No, he would not have. He has 
already said it is unlawful for him to be there in a Gentile home.  Peter is 
going to need some type of push to get this done. 
 
Acts 10:36-39 
Peter starts preaching Jesus to them here. And he starts out with the “you 
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knows” about Jesus. Why do you think Peter may have thought these 
Gentiles would know these things?  I have no idea. Maybe Cornelius 
was that well known or maybe it was the fact that during his and Peter 
conversation alone, this was brought out. We are not sure. 
 
Acts 10:40-43 
So Peter continues the message about how the apostles were the ones 
that had seen Jesus and had eaten with him after His resurrection.  Then in 
verse 43 he makes an interesting statement. And it is a statement that all 
the prophets agree with. What is the statement?  Everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins. 
 
Jesus ate and drank with them after He rose from the dead. Many will claim 
that Jesus never came in the flesh or that He was a ghost after his 
resurrection. A ghost cannot eat food and drink liquids. The apostles were 
witnesses of Jesus’ bodily resurrection. 
 
Acts 10:44 
While Peter was still speaking the words above, who did the Holy 
Spirit fall upon? All those who were listening to the message (the 
Gentiles). It did not fall on a few of them, it fell on all who were listening to 
the message. This was a huge miracle.   
 
Everyone is the sticking word – The Jews thought it was only about the 
Jews – all the prophets said everyone – and then boom it happened.  The 
Holy Spirit “FELL” so this is not referring to the indwelling Holy Spirit.  
 
Acts 10:45-46 
Since the Holy Spirit fell upon them, what types of sign were the 
Gentiles able to perform? They were speaking in tongues and exalting 
God. 
What languages do you think they would have been speaking?  I am 
guessing maybe Galilean. What language would these Romans have 
spoken?  Latin – So during this baptism with the Holy Spirit, they probably 
would have started speaking Galilean – the Jewish brethren could tell they 
were praising God.   
 
They understood the language otherwise they would not have known that 
they were glorifying God. So even though Peter was saying the right words, 
you can tell there was no way he was going to take them down to the water 
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until this miracle happened. The barrier was not with the Gentiles; it was 
with the Jews. 
 
Why were the Jewish Christians amazed that went with Peter?  
Because the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles  
Do you think that this could have been the confirming sign that Peter 
needed to say the Gentiles were now acceptable to God? I would say 
this was exactly what he was looking for. 
 
Acts 10:47-48 
Peter got the message and basically says there is no way the water can be 
refused now. He ordered them to be baptized (in water) in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Remember what Cornelius had said, they were gathered 
there to hear what God had commanded them to do. And then Peter 
orders them to be immersed in water. More on that topic starting next 
week. 
 
Peter said that the Gentiles had received the Spirit just as we did.  Who 
would the WE be here in this statement?  Any guesses.  
 
Peter is now in some hot water.  The rest of the apostles have heard about 
his going to the Gentiles and he is called on the carpet at the meeting of 
the Downtown Jerusalem Church of Christ. And Peter is going to explain 
what happened very carefully – not leaving out any details. 
 
Acts 11:1-12 
Here we see the story laid out as we have already heard it. But what little 
detail did Peter add at the end of verse 12?  He mentioned that the 6 
men who were there with him had gone with him to Cornelius’ house. 
 
The entire history of the world hung on the 6 witnesses that went with 
Peter. 
 
Acts 11:13-14 
What type of words (message) does Peter have? Words by which you 
will be saved 
 
Acts 10 – shows sinners prayer is bogus – or Cornelius and his household 
would have been able to do that without any help from the Jews. Or if it 
only took believing to be saved, Peter going to the house would have been 
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useless. 
 
So even though Cornelius believed in Jesus and prayed and gave alms to 
the poor, he was still lost before Peter showed up. Until he heard words by 
which he could be saved, he could not be saved. 
 
The hang up was that the Jews would not take the gospel to them – God 
has to use the keys to open the door for them. 
 
 
Acts 11:15 
As he began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon the Gentiles.  But Peter 
adds a “just as” to the statement which means “in the same way as” – and 
then he adds “He did upon us at the beginning.” 
Now, who are the “us” mentioned here? The apostles 
And when would the “at the beginning” be? On the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2)  
So the Gentiles were baptized with the Holy Spirit just as the apostles were 
at the beginning.  That means the 3 signs would have been present:  

1. There was a sound like a mighty, rushing wind 
2. There was tongues of fire resting on the Gentiles’ heads 
3. They were speaking in other languages 

 
Now how can we confirm that?  That is a good question.  Let’s keep 
reading and see if we can find out. This was such a visible sign that Peter 
knew exactly what happened and when it happened. He said that it 
happened “as he began to speak.” But this was something he had seen 
before.  The Romans had to be doing something more than just speaking in 
tongues because Peter did not say “as we saw this happen at Ted’s house 
last week” or “as we saw fall on the 6 deacons in Acts chapter 6” or “as 
happens to everyone who is converted.” No he went all the way back to the 
beginning to relate the story. He knew exactly what had happened so all 
three signs must have been present.   
 
So even though only speaking in tongues is mentioned, all 3 signs would 
have been present. 
 
Acts 11:16 
Now Peter brings up the exact same promise that they were given be 
Jesus just before they were baptized with the Holy Spirit – which is the 
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quote from Matthew 3:11.  So Peter remembered Christ's promise about 
the "baptism" of the Holy Spirit, and applied it to the household of 
Cornelius. Hence, he and his house received a "baptism" of the Spirit, like 
the apostles did on Pentecost. Luke says that it "fell on all them which 
heard the word" 
 
Acts 11:17-18 
Who did Peter say was standing in the way of the Gentiles being 
accepted into the church? Peter was not going to stand in the way and 
thus who could refuse the water for these believers to be immersed into 
Christ.  
What was the apostles response when they heard the rest of Peter’s 
story?  They quieted down. 
There was a major uproar over this. While Peter is explaining there are a 
bunch of people in the back trying to shout him down. “You lie. This cannot 
true”.  Unless God opened the door, there was no way the door was going 
to be opened. That is why it took such a massive sign. 
 
So the baptism of the Holy Spirit was used as a sign – the first time for the 
Jews to show that the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Jews. They 
second time the sign was used to show that the Gentiles are now 
acceptable as people of God. 
 
This is the only two times the baptism with the Holy Spirit ever occurred. 
This was the only two times it was needed. The church from this point on 
was open to both Jew and Gentile and there was nothing that could stand 
in the way. 
 
Peter and the apostles had pointed out in Acts 2 that God’s indwelling Holy 
Spirit was for Jew and Gentile alike. And thus we see the full fulfillment of 
that here. Now there is nothing that can stand in the way of the gospel 
spreading very rapidly.  
 
 
The Purpose of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit 
In understanding the baptism with the Spirit, it is important that we 
understand what its purpose was. 
 
Day of Pentecost 
On the Day of Pentecost, recorded in Acts 2, we notice that the result of the 
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Spirit being poured out on the apostles was that all the Jews in the Temple 
“came together” (Acts 2:6). 
 
Peter then preached the first gospel sermon, explaining for the first time the 
terms of pardon under the New Covenant. As a result of hearing the 
message proclaimed that day, 3000 were immersed in the name of Jesus 
for the forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:41), and the church began with 
great power as Jesus had promised in Mark 9:1. 
 
On the Day of Pentecost, the purpose of the baptism with the Spirit was to 
be a tremendous sign to the Jews - first, so that they would gather to hear 
the good news proclaimed, and secondly, that they would believe the good 
news when it was announced. 
 
Cornelius Household  
Cornelius’ household was also baptized with the Spirit as a sign for those of 
Jewish background. Because of Jewish prejudice against Gentiles, the sign 
was first to remove Peter’s unwillingness to have the Gentiles immersed in 
water. Secondly, the sign provided evidence to Jewish Christians in other 
locations, such as Jerusalem (Peter’s six brethren would provide important 
back-up testimony) that Gentiles were acceptable to God. 
 
In Cornelius’ case, the baptism with the Spirit was not for the benefit of his 
household at all. It was strictly a sign for the benefit of the Jewish 
Christians that Gentiles could now obey the gospel. 
 
The Purpose Summary 
The only purpose of the baptism with the Spirit was to be a sign from 
heaven - first to begin the church, and then to open salvation to the 
Gentiles. In both cases the sign was for the benefit of Jews watching, and 
not for the benefit of those baptized with the Spirit. 
 
Evidence for our above contention is this: 

a) Jesus promised the apostles power at the same time as the Holy 
Spirit came upon them (Acts 1:8). There is no evidence that Cornelius 
or his household had any power at all following their being baptized 
with the Spirit. 

b) It was necessary for Cornelius and his household to be immersed in 
water in Jesus’ name (Acts 10:47,48) for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 
2:38).  
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c) There is no evidence that Paul was ever baptized with the Spirit, but 
he had the power of an apostle of Jesus Christ.  

d) There is no record in the scripture of any other baptism with the Spirit 
(some confuse the “gifts of the Spirit” with the “baptism with the 
Spirit”). If it were for the benefit of the receiver, we would expect the 
baptism with the Spirit to be continually present in the inspired 
recorded of the early church. If, however, it were merely a sign to 
begin the church and open salvation to the Gentiles, we would not 
expect to find it occurring again; and this is what we find. 
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Part 2 – Baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 10 and 11) - QUESTIONS 
 

Matthew 3:5-11 
Acts 10:1-4 
What kind of Godly characteristics do we see listed in these verses? 
 
Acts 10:5-8 
Who was Cornelius told to send for?   
 
Why do you think God called Peter rather than Philipp? 
 
Acts 10:9-16 
What did the sheet contain?  
 
What did these things represent to the Jew?   
 
What does the voice tell him to do?  
 
What are Peter’s responses to the voice?  
 
What is the voice’s response?  
 
Acts 10:17-19 
What happens while is still thinking about the vision?   
 
Acts 10:20-23 
Who is orchestrating all of this?     
 
What is Peter told to do by the Spirit?   
 
In verse 22, what new thing do we learn about Cornelius that we had not heard before?   
 
Acts 10:24-27 
What does Peter do when Cornelius falls to the ground to worship him?   
 
Acts 10:28-29 
Interesting, what does Peter still consider himself?   
   
Did Peter get the proper message from the vision of the sheet?  
 
Acts 10:30-33 
Anyone know what the ninth hour of the day is referring to? 
 
There is only one difference between what was said at the beginning and what was said 
now. Can you find what it is (hint: it has to do with his prayer)?   
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What did Cornelius say they had been gathered to hear?   
 
Acts 10:34-35 
Do you think if Cornelius would have jumped up at this point and said “I am ready to be 
baptized in Jesus’ name”, that Peter would have done so? 
 
Acts 10:36-39 
Why do you think Peter may have thought these Gentiles would know these things?   
 
Acts 10:40-44 
While Peter was still speaking the words above, who did the Holy Spirit fall upon?   
 
Acts 10:45-46 
Since the Holy Spirit fell upon them, what types of sign were the Gentiles able to 
perform?  
 
What languages do you think they would have been speaking?   
 
Why were the Jewish Christians amazed that went with Peter?   
 
Do you think that this could have been the confirming sign that Peter needed to say the 
Gentiles were now acceptable to God?  
 
Acts 10:47-48 
Any guesses as to who the WE would be here in this statement?  
 
Acts 11:1-12 
But what little detail did Peter add at the end of verse 12?  
 
Acts 11:13-14 
What type of words (message) does Peter have?  
 
Acts 11:15 
Now, who are the “us” mentioned here?  
 
And when would the “at the beginning” be?  
 
Acts 11:16-18 
Who did Peter say was standing in the way of the Gentiles being accepted into the 
church?  
 
What was the apostles response when they heard the rest of Peter’s story?   
 
Next Week’s Lesson – The Indwelling Holy Spirit  


