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The Indwelling Holy Spirit - What is the purpose of God? 
 
Summary of Last Week  
This is a very evil time that we live in – all times are evil because “the whole 
world lies in the power of the evil one” (I John 5:19). But Christians are to 
put all of these things aside and we are commanded to be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. How are we to do this? We do this by doing the following 3 
things:  

1) Speaking to one another is Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual songs, 
Singing and making music with your heart to the Lord 

2) Always giving thanks for all things  
3) Submitting to one another in reference to Christ 

 
Also, Christians are not to quench the Holy Spirit by dis-regarding what it 
says or grieving the Holy Spirit by reaching the point where the Holy Spirit 
has had enough and decides to walk away. In this case, the person can 
never be renewed again to repentance and they lose the seal of the Holy 
Spirit, that is needed for the day or redemption. 
 
Ezekiel 36:24-27 
Does this sound like a prophecy of Israel or maybe the church? 
The church 
 
According to verse 27, what is God going to give us? 
Put a new Spirit within us 
 
And what two things will it cause us to do?  
It will cause us to walk in His statutes and we will be careful to walk in His 
ways 
  
Ezekiel 37:11-14 
According to verse 13, what is God going to do for us? 
He is going to cause us to rise from the dead 
 
According to verse 14, at what point will you receive His Spirit? 
When you come to life 
This sounds like a great combination of Acts 2:38 and Romans 6:1-11 
 
God’s entire purpose seems to say that the New Covenant was always 
going to be about the Holy Spirit.   
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John 7:37-39 
This was of course a verse we looked at quite a few weeks ago. But it is a 
very important verse.  Is this a secret that Jesus is telling folks about? How 
do we know? 
No – it says that Jesus stood and shouted 
 
According to this set of verses, who is the Holy Spirit going to be for? 
Anyone  
 
What had to take place before Jesus would give out the Holy Spirit? 
He had to be glorified. As we saw quite a few weeks ago, Jesus’ 
glorification took place when He ascended to the right hand of the majesty 
on high. 
 
So there was no one that lived under the Old Covenant that was indwelt 
with the Holy Spirit of God. They could not have it because Jesus had not 
given it out yet. 
 
The Promise - Definition 
Ephesians 1:13-14 
What does this verse claim that Christians are sealed with? 
The Holy Spirit 
 
What is the prepositional phrase that is added after the word Holy 
Spirit? 
Of promise 
The Holy Spirit adds the prepositional phrase “of promise” which seems to 
be showing that the term Holy Spirit has something to do with the word 
“promise.” The word “promise” often times when used by itself is a code 
word for the Holy Spirit.  
 
 
Genesis 12:1-3 
What are some of the promises that God gives to Abram here? 
 
Who else does it say is going to be blessed by the blessing of 
Abraham? 
All the families of the earth 
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Genesis 22:15-18 
What did Abraham do here that earned him the blessing? 
He was going to sacrifice his only son Isaac.  Abraham knew that all of the 
promises he was given were riding on Isaac but he was going to follow the 
word of the Lord and sacrifice him anyway. 
 
So what do we think this blessing of Abraham is referring to? 
 
This promise was also reiterated to Isaac at Gerar (Genesis 26:3-5) and to 
Jacob (Genesis 28:14) during Jacob’s dream 
 
Acts 3:22-26 
Who is this prophet that the scripture is referring to here? 
Jesus 
It is very important to point out that this promise given to Abraham says it 
was going to be for all nations or for all the families of the earth.   
While Jesus was in the flesh, who was He sent to? 
Only the House of Israel (Matthew 15:24) 
 
Galatians 3:13-14 
What does this verse say was going to be given the Gentiles? 
The blessing of Abraham 
 
There are only two valid possibilities as to what the blessing of Abraham is. 
One possibility is salvation; the other possibility is the Holy Spirit. It is easy 
to eliminate salvation as a possibility, because in verse 13 he says, "Christ 
redeemed [saved] us," and verse 14 says, "in order that." The blessing of 
Abraham is the promised Holy Spirit. 
 
Christ redeemed (or saved) us so that we would receive what? 
The promise of the Spirit  
Again notice that the scripture is tying the word promise to the word Holy 
Spirit. As we saw in the Old Testament, the indwelling Holy Spirit was 
promised to a generation that was to come. God would put a new Spirit 
within us.  So at this point we are going to say that this word “promise” 
when used by itself generally refers to the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
 
Acts 2:38-39 
In verse 39, what is the word promise referring back to here? 
The Indwelling Holy Spirit  
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Romans 8:9-11 
We have referenced this verse quite a few times in this class – it is a very 
important verse. The indwelling Holy Spirit is called by 5 or 6 different 
names in this verse and lets us know that if one does not have the Holy 
Spirit, he or she is not a Christian.  However, one of the names that is 
called out here by which the Spirit is named is called “Christ in You.” 
  
The Mystery - Definition 
Colossians 1:24-26 
In verse 26, what is the first thing we learn about this thing called the 
mystery? 
Hidden from past ages and generations 
In verse 26, what is the second thing we learn about this thing called 
the mystery? 
Now has been manifested to his saints 
So the mystery has now been manifested to the saints. Who are the 
saints? 
 
Colossians 1:27 
According to this verse, what is another name for the mystery? 
Christ in You – referring directly back to what it was called in Romans 8:9-
11 
 
And to whom was this mystery given? 
The Gentiles  
 
So based on what we not know, in verse 25, what is Paul saying that 
must be preached to fully carry out the word of God?  The Indwelling 
Holy Spirit 
 
So God willed to make known the riches of the glory of the Holy Spirit, 
which is our hope of Glory. So the word mystery is also used 
interchangeably for the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
 
Romans 16:25-27 
What does the word revelation mean? 
It means to reveal 



 Rivers of Living Water – Week 9 

5 

 

 
So where was the mystery kept secret for all those years? 
The scriptures of the prophets 
 
And to whom has God now made the mystery known? 
All the nations – Gentiles 
 
And what can the Indwelling Spirit help bring about? 
The obedience of the faith  
 
Ephesians 3:1-7 
According to verse 5, would Abraham have known what the promise 
was referring to? 
No  
 
In verse 6, we see that Gentiles are listed as fellows 3 times. First of 
all they are fellow heirs and second of all they are fellow members of 
the body. What would the body be referring to?  The body of Christ, the 
church 
 
What is the last thing they are fellows of? 
Fellow Partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus      
 
What did we learn the promise was a little while ago? 
The Indwelling Holy Spirit  
 
Ephesians 3:8-11 
So in verse 11, what is the eternal purpose that God has carried out in 
Christ Jesus? 
The sending of the indwelling Holy Spirit 
 
If I were to make the statement “I flew to Boston last month in order to 
attend a business meeting” What is my purpose in that statement?  The 
term “in order to”, “in order that” or “so that” used in a sentence always 
refers to the purpose of the sentence. The first part of the sentence is the 
what/how but the “in order to” points to the purpose.  
 
Galatians 3:6-12 
 
Galatians 3:13-14 
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So again this verse says that Christ saved us. What was the purpose 
for Christ saving us? 
In order that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles 
What was the second way the purpose of Christ was listed? 
So that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith 
 
Galatians 3:15-21 
 
 
Galatians 3:21-22 
Was the Old Testament law able to impart life? 
No 
Is righteousness of God based on the Law? 
No 
What is it that the Holy Spirit imparts to the Christian? 
Impart life  
 
Galatians 3:23-29 
 

  



 Rivers of Living Water – Week 9 

7 

 

(Questions) The Indwelling Holy Spirit - What is the purpose of God? 
Ezekiel 36:24-27 
Does this sound like a prophecy of Israel or maybe the church? 
 
According to verse 27, what is God going to give us? 
 
And what two things will it cause us to do?  
 
Ezekiel 37:11-14 
According to verse 13, what is God going to do for us? 
 
According to verse 14, at what point will you receive His Spirit? 
 
John 7:37-39 
According to this set of verses, who is the Holy Spirit going to be for? 
 
What had to take place before Jesus would give out the Holy Spirit? 
 
The Promise - Definition 
Ephesians 1:13-14 
What does this verse claim that Christians are sealed with? 
 
What is the prepositional phrase that is added after the word Holy Spirit? 
 
Genesis 12:1-3 
What are some of the promises that God gives to Abram here? 
 
Who else does it say is going to be blessed by the blessing of Abraham? 
 
Genesis 22:15-18 
What did Abraham do here that earned him the blessing? 
 
So what do we think this blessing of Abraham is referring to? 
 
Acts 3:23-26 
While Jesus was in the flesh, who was He sent to? 
 
Galatians 3:13-14 
What does this verse say was going to be given the Gentiles? 
 
Christ redeemed (or saved) us so that we would receive what? 
 
Acts 2:38-39 
In verse 39, what is the word promise referring back to here? 
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The Mystery - Definition 
Colossians 1:24-26 
In verse 26, what is the first thing we learn about this thing called the mystery? 
 
In verse 26, what is the second thing we learn about this thing called the mystery? 
 
Colossians 1:27 
According to this verse, what is another name for the mystery? 
 
And to whom was this mystery given? 
 
So based on what we not know, in verse 25, what is Paul saying that must be preached 
to fully carry out the word of God?   
 
Romans 16:25-27 
What does the word revelation mean? 
 
So where was the mystery kept secret for all those years? 
 
And to whom has God now made the mystery known? 
 
And what can the Indwelling Spirit help bring about? 
 
Ephesians 3:1-7 
According to verse 5, would Abraham have known what the indwelling Holy Spirit was?  
 
In verse 6, we see that Gentiles are listed as fellows 3 times. First of all they are fellow 
____________ and second of all they are fellow _________________ of the body.  
 
What would the body be referring to?   
 
What is the last thing they are fellows of? 
 
What did we learn the promise was a little while ago? 
 
Ephesians 3:8-11 
So in verse 11, what is the eternal purpose that God has carried out in Christ Jesus? 
 
Galatians 3:6-12 
Galatians 3:13-14 
So again this verse says that Christ saved us. What was the purpose for Christ saving 
us? 
 
What was the second way the purpose of Christ was listed? 


