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The Miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit – Part 1 
 
Summary of Last Week 
Last week we looked at the purpose of God. We found out that the 
indwelling Holy Spirit was prophesied in the Old Testament. We looked at a 
couple of words as they are defined in the New Testament. The two words 
are the Mystery and the Promise. And as we saw these words when used 
by themselves a lot of times refer to the indwelling Holy Spirit. It was 
mentioned many times in the Old Testament but from the New Testament 
standpoint: he was hidden from past ages but it has now been manifested 
to His saints. The promise given to Abraham in Genesis 12 that all nations 
would be blessed through Abraham was a prophecy of the coming 
indwelling Holy Spirit and that we are now all Abraham’s offspring through 
our immersions and the promise of the Holy Spirit. Jesus died and saved 
us so that we might receive the promise of the Holy Spirit.       
 
Today we are going to start looking at the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
I Corinthians 12:1-3 
According to verse 1, what does Paul want the Christians in Corinth 
to know about?  Spiritual Gifts 
 
I Corinthians 12:4-6 
There are 3 varieties (kinds) mentioned in these verses. What are 
they?  Gifts, Ministries, and Effects 
Gifts would be referring to the miraculous gifts of the Spirit 
Ministries would be referring to ministries of the Lord as referred to 
Ephesians 4:11-12 
Varieties of effects, which are gifts that anyone can have, are from the God 
who works all things in all people. Examples of these are given in Romans 
12. 
 
What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit? 
I Corinthians 12:7 
What does the term “manifestation” mean? 
Greek “Phaneros” – Open to Sight, visible  
This verse says that each one is given a manifestation 
So these are going to be signs that are clearly visible. Obviously these are 
something totally different than the indwelling Holy Spirit which is invisible.  
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Who were these manifestations for? 
They were for the common good – so these were for the entire 
congregation or for everyone. 
 
Paul is now going to give us a list of the miraculous gifts of the Spirit. Again 
these are manifestations so these are gifts that will be obvious to anyone 
that is watching or listening. 
 
I Corinthians 12:8 
What are the first two gifts mentioned here? 
Wisdom and Knowledge 
 
Knowledge 
The explanation and unfolding of gospel facts. It is Bible doctrines and not 
speculations or personal ideas. 
 
Wisdom 
More comprehensive than knowledge. It was spiritual insight and 
comprehension through the knowledge that you have.  The New Testament 
tells us to pray for wisdom (James 1:5) but it never says to pray for 
knowledge. 
 
I Corinthians 12:9 
What are the next two gifts mentioned here? 
Faith and Healing 
 
Faith (Matthew 17:20) 
This would not be a saving faith – but this would be someone that was 
pretty timid in their faith and then showed up one day ready to charge into 
hell with a bucket of water.  They could potentially move mountains 
(Matthew 17:20). 
 
Healing  
These folks could heal all ailments and diseases.  
Some examples from the scripture:  

 Acts 3:7, Acts 5:12-16, Acts 19:11-12, Acts 28:8 
 
I Corinthians 12:10 
What is the first miracle listed here? 
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Working of Miracles (Acts 9:36, 16:18, 5:3-5) 
The operation of miraculous powers on another person. This would be 
things like: raising folks from the dead, exercising demons, and things like 
striking someone blind (Acts 13:8-11).  
 
What is the second miracle listed here? 
Prophecy  
Comes from the Greek word “prophetica” which means the “gift of 
communication and enforcing revealed truth.” So that means the term can 
also be used for both fore-telling and forth-telling and edifying. We see both 
of these used in the New Testament and this was one of those gifts that 
was absolutely vital in the early church. 
Prophecy – to do like Agabus (Acts 11:27-28; 21:11) and prophecy that 
there would be a famine in the land or that Paul would be bound in 
Jerusalem. 
 
What is the third miracle listed here? 
Discerning of Spirits (example Acts 5:1-14) 
This gift could be used to determine what was truth and what is false. 
There were a lot of false teachers around in the first century. 

 I John 4:1 

 II Corinthians 11:13-15 

 II Thessalonians 2:9-12 

 II John 7 
To be able to tell the difference between a lie telling spirit and a truth telling 
spirit or whether a person is even demon possessed. 
 
What is the fourth miracle listed here? 
Tongues 
These folks had the ability to speak diverse foreign languages even though 
they had never studied the languages. Even though this gift is the most 
popular one mentioned today, it is only mentioned in 4 books of the New 
Testament: 

 I Corinthians 

 Acts 

 Revelation 

 Mark 
Tongues – again from the Biblical perspective this means languages 
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What is the fifth miracle listed here? 
Interpretation of Tongues 
These folks had the ability to interpret diverse foreign languages even 
though they had never studied the languages.  
 
Why would the Corinthian church have been given the gift of 
tongues? Why would it have been important?  Corinth was a part of 
Greece and it happened to be situated on two ports that opened up to two 
different seas.  It was also a city of huge commercial importance so it would 
have been a city of many different nationalities and visitors from different 
nations. This would have given folks in the church the ability to speak to all 
of those visitors in their own language. 
 
One of the other cities that we see reference to having the gift of tongues in 
the New Testament was Jerusalem – which we mentioned before that Acts 
chapter 2 says that Jews would come from all different types of lands to 
Jerusalem for the feasts – so the gift of tongues would be needed there. 
 
We also see that Ephesus received the gift of tongues (Acts 19). Why? 
Ephesus was the trading post of all the pilgrims and traders from all the 
Asiatic provinces. The only other place that is mentioned where tongues 
were spoken is at Cornelius’ house in Caesarea. The tongues in that case 
were probably only for the sign for the Jews and not to be used to influence 
the church there. But if so, that is where many of the legions of garrisons 
for the Roman armies were stationed so the diverse languages would 
probably be very important as well.  
 
Tongues in cities like Philippi or Thessalonica would have done no good 
because they were pretty much an isolated group. So tongues there would 
probably have been useless. 
 
Of these gifs, how many of them did Corinth have? 
 
I Corinthians 1:7 
How many of the spiritual gifts did the church at Corinth have? 
All of them  
Paul had established that church and while he was there at some point, he 
must have passed those on. 
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I Corinthians 12:11 
So who decides how the gifts get distributed? 
The Holy Spirit 
So these gifts are distributed as the Holy Spirit wills – but nowhere in the 
letter of I Corinthians are we told how they are given. So Paul here says 
that the Holy Spirit gives them but he does not tell you how.  We need to 
look elsewhere for those details. 
 
So the Holy Spirit determines which gifts to give. When given, the recipient 
may get anywhere from no gifts to all the gifts. The Holy Spirit would 
distribute these gifts just as He wills. 
 
So the question is – how does the Holy Spirit will that the gifts are given? 
 
As of point of review, who is the One who wrote the New Testament? 
The Holy Spirit is the author of the New Testament  
So the Holy Spirit is not going to give the gifts of the Spirit contrary to the 
ways listed in the New Testament (John 10:35). He did not write the New 
Testament and then jump to another plan. That is not how He works. 
 
Jesus is the same, yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). 
The Holy Spirit is not going to do anything contrary to His written word. 
 
How are the gifts of the Holy Spirit given? 
Acts 6:3-6 
So here we see seven men brought forward that were tasked with serving 
the physical needs of the church. Verse 3 mentions that these men were 
full of the Holy Spirit so these were obviously very godly men in the church.  
 
Acts 6:7 
So what did the apostles do here to the seven men? 
They laid hands on the seven men. 
 
Acts 6:8 
What do we see Stephen being able to do in this verse? 
He is able to perform wonders and signs among the people 
 
Do we get the idea that he was able to do this before the apostles laid 
hands on him?  No 
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In fact, it was only the apostles that could perform miracles up to this point 
– Acts 2:43, 5:12, 5:15-16 
 
So this set of verses would seem to indicate that the receiving of the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit had something to do with the laying on of the apostles 
hands.  Let’s see what the rest of our examples have to say. 
 
Acts 8:1-3 
Where were the apostles during this persecution? 
Jerusalem 
 
Acts 8:4-8 
Would this be Phillip the apostle or the Philip from chapter 6?  
It would have to be Philip from Acts chapter 6. Remember the apostles 
stayed in Jerusalem during the persecution. This Philip would later become 
Philip the evangelist but he is not called that at this point. 
 
What was Phillip able to do among the people? 
He was able to perform miracles 
 
Was this before or after the apostles had laid hands on him? 
After  
 
Acts 8:9-13 
Acts 8:14-16 
Why do you think Peter and John may have been sent to Samaria 
here? 
They are not sure whether the Samaritans are acceptable to God at this 
point. 
 
What would have happened when the people of Samaria were 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ?  They would have 
received the gift of the Indwelling Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). 
 
What does verse 16 say that Peter and John were looking for the Holy 
Spirit to do? To fall upon the people of Samaria 
 
Acts 8:17-19 
So what caused the people of Samaria to start receiving the Holy 
Spirit? 
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It had something to do with the laying on of the apostles hands 
 
According to verse 18, how can we tell that there was some type of 
physical manifestation of the Holy Spirit?  Because the verse says that 
Simon SAW the Spirit was bestowed through the laying on of the apostles 
hands. 
 
Notice here that Philip does not have the ability to pass on the gifts; he is 
only able to perform the miracles. Simon offered the money to Peter to 
receive the gift of passing the on the gifts.  
 
Here are some points that we need to consider: 

1. The scripture does not contradict itself. 
2. The baptism with the Holy Spirit is not indicated here(Acts 2 and Acts 

10), for the baptism with the Spirit was given by Jesus (not the 
apostles), and consisted of a sound like a mighty wind, tongues like 
fire, and speaking in other tongues. 

3. The indwelling of the Spirit is not indicated here, for the indwelling 
was given at baptism in Jesus’ name, and these people had all been 
immersed in the name of Christ. 

 
So the giving of the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit were given through 
the laying on of the apostles’ hands. 
 
II Timothy 1:6 
So Paul here tells Timothy to rekindle the gift that is within him. What does 
it mean to re-kindle?  It means that same thing as stoking a fire. So Paul 
wants Timothy to start using his gift with more frequency. This means that 
Timothy was in complete control of the gift and he could use it or not use it. 
Most today that supposedly have the gifts will tell you that once the Spirit 
comes on them, they cannot control themselves and it is all up to the Spirit. 
 
How does this verse say that Timothy received the gift? 
It was given to him by the laying on of Paul’s hands 
 
Acts 19:1-5 
Here we see this story again.  We mentioned before that Paul lets these 
disciples know that there is an immersion that receives the indwelling gift of 
the Holy Spirit and they had received the wrong one. So he tells them what 



Rivers of Living Water – Week 10 

8 
 

the correct one is which is in Jesus’ name – that one gives you the 
indwelling Holy Spirit.   
 
Acts 19:6 
What happens after Paul lays hands on them? 
They are able to perform miracles – speaking in tongues and prophesying  
 
Without exception, where any details our given, no one had the miraculous 
gifts of the Spirit unless an apostle had laid hands on them. 
 
Romans 1:11 
How many of the spiritual gifts did the church at Rome have? 
They did not have any of the gifts. 
Paul was trying to get there so he could impart at least one spiritual gift to 
them. But as of now they did not have any gifts. 
 
How did Paul tell them they were going to have to get the gifts? 
He (or one of the other apostles) were going to have to go to Rome and lay 
hands on them to pass them on.  Paul did not tell them to pray for them or 
ask for them or anything else. His response was that he planned to go 
there. He would get to Rome later but he would be in chains when he got 
there, 
 
So the church in Rome did not have any of the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, but they did have the indwelling Holy Spirit – Romans 8:9-11. 
 
So the Miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to the scripture, are 
given by the laying on of the apostles’ hands  
 
Summary 
In Summary, there were 9 miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit that are listed 
in the scripture: 

 Knowledge  

 Wisdom 

 Faith 

 Healing  

 Working of miracles 

 Prophecy  

 Discerning of Spirits 
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 Tongues (languages) and the interpretation of tongues 
 
The church in Corinth had all the gifts and thus Paul was writing to them 
about some of their uses or misuses. The church in Rome did not have any 
of the gifts.  The miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit were given, without 
exception, by the laying on the apostles’ hands. We will see why that was 
next week. 
 
Next Week – The Miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit – Part 2   
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The miraculous gifs of the Holy Spirit (Part 1) - Questions 
 
I Corinthians 12:1-3 
According to verse 1, what does Paul want the Christians in Corinth to know about? 
 
I Corinthians 12:4-6 
There are 3 varieties (kinds) mentioned in these verses. What are they?   
 
What are the gifts of the Holy Spirit? 
I Corinthians 12:7 
What does the term “manifestation” mean? 
 
Who were these manifestations for? 
 
I Corinthians 12:8 
What are the first two gifts mentioned here? 
 
I Corinthians 12:9 
What are the next two gifts mentioned here? 
 
I Corinthians 12:10 
What is the first miracle listed here? 
What is the second miracle listed here? 
What is the third miracle listed here? 
What is the fourth miracle listed here? 
What is the fifth miracle listed here? 
 
Why would the Corinthian church have been given the gift of tongues?  
 
 
I Corinthians 1:7 
How many of the spiritual gifts did the church at Corinth have? 
 
 
I Corinthians 12:11 
So who decides how the gifts get distributed? 
 
As of point of review, who is the One who wrote the New Testament? 
 
How are the gifts of the Holy Spirit given? 
 
Acts 6:3-6 
Acts 6:7 
So what did the apostles do here to the seven men? 
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Acts 6:8 
What do we see Stephen being able to do in this verse? 
 
Do we get the idea that he was able to do this before the apostles laid hands on him? 
 
Acts 8:1-3 
Where were the apostles during this persecution? 
 
Acts 8:4-8 
Would this be Phillip the apostle or the Philip from chapter 6?  
 
What was Phillip able to do among the people? 
 
Was this before or after the apostles had laid hands on him? 
 
Acts 8:9-13 
Acts 8:14-16 
Why do you think Peter and John may have been sent to Samaria here? 
 
What would have happened when the people of Samaria were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ?   
 
What does verse 16 say that Peter and John were looking for the Holy Spirit to do? 
 
Acts 8:17-19 
So what caused the people of Samaria to start receiving the Holy Spirit? 
 
According to verse 18, how can we tell that there was some type of physical 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit?  
 
II Timothy 1:6 
What does it mean to re-kindle?   
 
How does this verse say that Timothy received the gift? 
 
Acts 19:1-5 
Acts 19:6 
What happens after Paul lays hands on them? 
 
Romans 1:11 
How many of the spiritual gifts did the church at Rome have? 
 
How did Paul tell them they were going to have to get the gifts? 

 
 
Next Week – The Miraculous Gifts of the Holy Spirit – Part 2 


