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Week 1 – Introduction  
In John 14:16, 17, Jesus said he would send another helper.  
The word Helper in this verse is the Greek word “Paracletos” – which 
means “one called alongside to help.”  
 
The Word translated “Holy Spirit”  
The words for Holy Spirit used in the Bible are the Hebrew word “ruach” 
and the Greek word “pneuma.” These words have the same meaning – 
they mean spirit, breath or wind. The context in which the word is used 
determines which word to use.  
 
According to the scripture, the Holy Spirit is described as a divine person. 
 
According to Matthew 28:19 (the great commission), Christ’s followers are 
immersed into the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit – the three all 
have one common name.   
 
Jesus is the Revelation of God 
Jesus lets the apostles know in John 14:4-9 that He is the Father in the 
flesh!  When you know Jesus, then you know the Father.  The only way to 
know God is to know Jesus. And the only way to know Jesus is through the 
Bible! 
 
Jesus is the Revelation of the Holy Spirit 
Colossians 2:9 says that all the fullness of deity dwelt in Jesus. 
The Greek word for Deity here is the Greek word theotes and it means 
divinity. The root form of the word theotes is the Greek word is theos and it 
means the supreme Divinity.  

 
When Jesus was in the flesh, not only was He the revelation of the Father, 
but He also was the revelation of the Holy Spirit!  In Him dwelt the fullness - 
not just of the Father but of the Holy Spirit as well - the whole Deity, the 
whole Godhead. In fact, one of the names for Jesus in Romans 8:9-11 is 
Christ in You. 
 
The most important thing that the Holy Spirit has given us is the scripture. 
He spoke to us through the prophets and He spoke to use through the 
apostles. 
 
Week 2 
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There were times during the Old Testament, when the Holy Spirit would 
“fill” or “come upon” people in order to fulfill specific purposes. That’s 
important to understand.  The influence of the Spirit is seen in 4 different 
groups of individuals:  Prophets, Craftsman, Judges and those involved in 
Leadership. And we basically raised four major points: 
 
1st Major Point:   As we saw in “all of the cases” of the appearance of the 
Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, He would either “come upon” or “fill” the 
person He has chosen to interact with. The person did not even need to be 
a believer in God as we saw in the case of Balaam.  
 
2nd Major Point (concerning the work of the Holy Spirit) – the Spirit 
“coming upon” an individual in the OT was generally for the benefit of 
Israel, and not the person on whom the Spirit came.  (Repeat) 
 
3rd Major Point (concerning the work of the Holy Spirit) - The Holy Spirit 
being on someone was usually temporary until the purpose for His 
presence was complete.   
 
4th Major Point (concerning the work of the Holy Spirit) - The Holy Spirit 
would use miraculous signs as signs for the people of Israel to take notice. 
 
 
Week 3 – (John 14-16) Jesus’ promise of the Spirit to the apostles  
Jesus said in John 14:16-17 that He was going to send the helper and that 
He would be with them forever. And not only would he be with them but he 
would be IN them. 
 
Jesus said in verses 23-24 that the Spirit would be for anyone and that 
whoever kept His word, “we” would come to live with Him (the whole 
Godhead dwells in Christians). 
 
Jesus said the Spirit would do the following things for the apostles (and 
only the apostles): 

• Teach them all things 

• Bring to remembrance all that He said 

• Jesus promised the apostles in John 16:13 that the Spirit would guide 
them into all truth. 

 
In John 16:5-10, the apostles were told that it was to their advantage that 
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Jesus go away. That was so He could send the Holy Spirit because the 
Spirit could go everywhere and He would not be limited to a physical 
location. Also in these verses, we get a listing of 3 things the Spirit is going 
to do when He gets here. 

• He will convict the world concerning sin 

• He will convict the world concerning righteousness 

• He will convict the world concerning judgment 
 
Week 4 – The baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1 and 2) 
Jesus in Acts 1:4-5 tells the apostles to Stay in Jerusalem and wait for what 
the Father had promised which Jesus had told them about. This is of 
course referring to the Holy Spirit. Then he said “you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
 
In Acts 1:8, Jesus tells them that they will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes ON them. That will happen when they are baptized with the 
Holy Spirit. Then it says they will be His witnesses (guided by all truth) in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of 
the earth. They are not going to give their testimony; they are going to give 
His testimony. The Spirit was coming to testify about Jesus (His witnesses). 
 
In Acts 2:1-4, we see the baptism with the Holy Spirit. It included 3 signs 
from heaven: 

1. There was a sound like a mighty, rushing wind 
2. There were tongues of fire resting on the apostles’ heads 
3. They were speaking in other languages (tongues) 

 
The baptism with the Holy Spirit fell only on the apostles. There are seven 
ways to prove this: 

1. It was promised only to the apostles by Jesus (Acts 1)  
2. And the “they” in Acts 2:1 refers back to the apostles and not the 

120.  
3. The crowd was amazed because all the people speaking were 

Galileans. All the apostles were from where?  Galilee and we already 
mentioned that some of the women were from Bethany and from 
Magdala. 

4. Peter took his stand with the 11, not the 119. (Acts 2:14) 
5. Peter said these “men” are not drunk as you suppose. (Acts 2:15-16) 
6. Peter and the apostles were the only ones speaking (Acts 2:36) 
7. The apostles were the only folks performing miracles (Acts 2:43) 
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3 things happened to the apostles on the Day of Pentecost: 

1. They received the indwelling Holy Spirit 
2. They received power (miraculous)  
3. They were baptized with the Holy Spirit 

 
 
Week 5 – The Baptism with the Holy Spirit – Acts 10 and 11 
When we start chapter 10 in the book of Acts, it has been somewhere 
between 10-13 years after the events in Acts chapter 2.  The gospel 
message of Jesus has yet to reach the Gentiles. The gospel has made it to 
the Samaritans but there is no Gentile yet that has become a Christian.  
Now we must remember that the apostles (that were being guided into all 
truth) were saying all along that the message of Jesus Christ was for Jew 
and Gentile alike but they were afraid to take the message to the Gentiles.  
 
So God picked a very good representative to be the first Gentile Convert. 
He chose Cornelius, a devout Roman Centurion who was a big believer in 
Jesus. So an angel lets Cornelius know to send to Joppa for Peter because 
he would speak to them words by which they would be saved.  At the same 
time as this was going on, Peter was given the vision of the sheet full of 
animals to let him know that Gentiles are now acceptable. Peter takes 
along 6 Jewish Christian friends and goes to Cornelius’ house to preach 
the message. But the whole time, you can tell Peter does not want to be 
there and is looking for a way out.  
 
But then as soon as Peter mentions that “everyone who believes in Him,” 
the Holy Spirit fell ON the Gentiles “just as” he did UPON the apostles in 
Acts chapter 2.   
 
Everyone is the sticking word – The Jews thought it was only about the 
Jews – all the prophets said everyone – and then boom it happened.  The 
Holy Spirit “FELL” ON so this is not referring to the indwelling Holy Spirit.  
 
So the Gentiles were baptized with the Holy Spirit just as the apostles were 
at the beginning.  That means the 3 signs would have been present:  

1. There was a sound like a mighty, rushing wind 
2. There was tongues of fire resting on the Gentiles’ heads 
3. They were speaking in other languages 

Cornelius and his household were baptized with the Holy Spirit just like the 
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apostles were so the 3 signs would have been present. Later on in the 
chapter, they were immersed in water so they could receive the gift of the 
Indwelling Holy Spirit. Who was I that I could stand in God’s way Peter 
said.  
 
The Purpose of the Baptism with the Holy Spirit 
In understanding the baptism with the Spirit, it is important that we 
understand what its purpose was. 
 
On the Day of Pentecost, the purpose of the baptism with the Spirit was to 
be a tremendous sign to the Jews - first, so that they would gather to hear 
the good news proclaimed, and secondly, that they would believe the good 
news when it was announced. 
 
Cornelius’ household was also baptized with the Spirit as a sign for those of 
Jewish background. Because of Jewish prejudice against Gentiles, the sign 
was first to remove Peter’s unwillingness to have the Gentiles immersed in 
water. Secondly, the sign provided evidence to Jewish Christians in other 
locations, such as Jerusalem (Peter’s six brethren would provide important 
back-up testimony) that Gentiles were acceptable to God. 
 
In Cornelius’ case, the baptism with the Spirit was not for the benefit of his 
household at all. It was strictly a sign for the benefit of the Jewish 
Christians that Gentiles could now obey the gospel. 
 
The baptism with the Holy Spirit only occurred twice. How do we know 
that?  There are 5 different baptisms mentioned in the New Testament but 
when the book of Ephesians is written, it is mentioned that there is only one 
baptism left. And as we discovered, the one that is left is water baptism for 
the remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Since this event was 
only mentioned twice, it only happened twice. 
 
 
Week 6 – The Indwelling Holy Spirit  
The Indwelling Holy Spirit Prophesied  
John 7:37-39 (Ezekiel 47; Zechariah 14:8) 
Jesus said that the Holy Spirit was not yet given because He was not yet 
glorified 
 
Do Christians have the Indwelling Holy Spirit? 
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Romans 8:9-11 
I Corinthians 6:19-20 
Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit – and the Holy Spirit is IN you.  
 
How is the Indwelling Holy Spirit given? 
Acts 19:1-6 
Paul asked the 12 men from Ephesus “did you receive the Holy Spirit when 
you believed?” Their response was “we have not even heard whether there 
is a Holy Spirit.” Then Paul asked the most important question “into what 
then were you baptized?” signifying that there is a baptism that gives the 
Holy Spirit. They had been baptized with John the Baptists’ baptism which 
did not promise the Holy Spirit. Then it says that were baptized in Jesus 
name (the one that gives the indwelling Holy Spirit)  
Acts 2:38 
This verse says to the baptized in Jesus name for the forgiveness of sins 
and to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
John 3:1-8 
In a discussion with Nicodemus, Jesus said in these verses that “you must 
be born again.” As we stated in the class – unless one has the indwelling 
Holy Spirit, he is not a Christian.  One must be born again of water and 
Spirit in order to enter the kingdom of God, or the church. 
 
Important: That is why the story of the baptism with the Holy Spirit at 
Cornelius’ house is so important. Remember – Cornelius told Peter that 
they had called him to hear all that they had been commanded to do. Then 
at the end (after the baptism with the Holy Spirit), Peter said, who was I that 
I could stand in God’s way and refuse the water for these Gentiles to be 
baptized. He knew the baptism with the Holy Spirit was a sign but the gift of 
the indwelling Holy Spirit would be given at their immersion into Christ. 
 
Week 7 – what the indwelling Holy Spirit does for the Christian 
 
Ephesians 1:13-14 
What sealed us in Christ Jesus? 
The Holy Spirit  
 
Acts 16:6-7 
The Holy Spirit prevented Paul from preaching in Turkey 
So the Holy Spirit will sometimes lead through events that our outside 
of our control. 
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The work of the Spirit - He Enables us to be like Christ 
Galatians 2:19-21 – No longer I who live, Christ lives in me 
II Corinthians 3:17-18 – If we do our part, He helps transform us to be like 
Christ 
I Corinthians 6:18-20 – Just having the Spirit should influence us not to sin 
 
The work of the Spirit - He Helps Us Crucify the Flesh 
Galatians 5:16-24 
Romans 8:1-14 
We are under obligation to the Spirit to help us put away the deeds of the 
flesh – and in their place the fruits of the Spirit should flourish 
 
The work of the Spirit - The Spirit strengthens us in the inner man  
Ephesians 3:16 
 
The work of the Spirit - The Spirit Intercedes for us in Prayer  
Romans 8:26-27 
  
Week 8 – How to be filled with the Holy Spirit  
Ephesians 5:15-21 
Our generation is evil but it was also an evil generation in the first century 
as well. All generations are evil. 
Basically in these verses, Paul lets us know that we should be under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit and nothing else, including drunkenness. 
We are filled with the Spirit in 3 ways: 

1. By singing to one another in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs and 
making melody with your heart 

2. We are to give thanks for all things 
3. We are to be subject to one another in the fear of Christ. 

 
Also, according to Ephesians 4:30, we are not to grieve the Holy Spirit. If 
we make Him made enough, eventually He will walk away. 
 
Also, according to I Thessalonians 5:19 , we are not to quench the Holy 
Spirit. In other words, when He tells us to do something, let’s do it. 
 
 
Week 9 – The Purpose of God  
According to Ezekiel 36:24-27, we looked at this as a prophecy of the 
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Church, where ultimately verse 27 says that God will put a new Spirit within 
us. 
 
In John 7:37-39, we saw that the indwelling Holy Spirit was not yet given 
because Jesus had not yet ascended to the Father. So there was no one 
that lived under the Old Covenant that was indwelt with the Holy Spirit of 
God. They could not have it because Jesus had not given it out yet. 
 
Then we looked at two Biblical Definitions. 
One for “the promise” – which was another name for the Indwelling Holy 
Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14, Galatians 3:13-14).   
But then we looked at the blessing given to Abraham “in your seed all 
nations will be blessed” (Genesis 12:3). 
 
But then we saw that in Galatians 3:13-14 that Christ saved us – in order to 
give us the blessing of Abraham – so Genesis 12:3 was a prophecy of the 
Indwelling Holy Spirit. 
 
The second definition we looked at was “the mystery.” Again we saw that 
this word was another name for the indwelling Holy Spirit. You can see this 
because one of the names for the Indwelling Holy Spirit is Christ in You 
(Romans 8:9-11). And then in Colossians 1:24-27, it says that the mystery 
is Christ in You, the hope of Glory.  These verse also tell us that the 
mystery was hidden from past ages and has now been manifested to his 
saints (Christians).  And Romans 16:25-27 says that the mystery helps to 
bring about the obedience of the faith. 
 
Then in Ephesians 3:1-11, it says that the mystery which was hidden in 
past ages, has now been given to the Gentiles and that is the eternal 
purpose of God. Then we went back to Galatians 3 and saw that Christ 
saved us “in order that” (purpose statement) the blessing of Abraham, the 
indwelling Holy Spirit, would come to the Gentiles and the verse also uses 
the statement “so that” (purpose statement) and it reiterates we received 
the promise of the Spirit, through faith.    
 
Then Galatians 3:26-29 says that in our immersions, we are Abraham’s 
Offspring, heirs according to promise. 
 
Week 10 – The gifts of the Holy Spirit  
I Corinthians 12:1-11 – lists the miraculous gifs of the Spirit 
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• Knowledge  

• Wisdom 

• Faith 

• Healing  

• Working of miracles 

• Prophecy 
o Prophecy could mean forth-telling or fore-telling, so it could 

mean just normal preaching. 

• Discerning of Spirits 

• Tongues (languages) 
o Only mentioned as being used in 4 cities – Corinth, Jerusalem, 

Ephesus, Caesarea  (probably temporary – Cornelius house)   

• Interpretation of tongues 
 
How were the miraculous gifts given? 
Acts 6:3-8 
Acts 8:1-19 
II Timothy 1:6 
Acts 19:6 
Romans 1:11 
In each and every case, where details are given, without exception, people 
in the first century received the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit by the 
laying on of the apostles’ hands.  
 
 
Week 11 – The use/duration/purpose of the gifts of the Holy Spirit  
We looked primarily at I Corinthians 14:26-33 which primarily focuses in 
Speaking in tongues and prophesying and instructions are given for each. 
Important rule, no when to keep your mouth shut and know when to speak 
– in other words, the person with the gift had complete control of the gift. 
They could use it, not use it, or misuse it at their own discretion.  
 
What was the duration of the gifts? 
We learned that a person could only receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit by 
having one of the apostles lay hands on them. With that being the case, it 
would seem that the miraculous gifts would probably disappear pretty 
quickly after the apostles left the scene. 
 
Then we looked at I Corinthians 13:8-13 – where Paul mentions that the 
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partials (the gifts) will be done away when the perfect comes. The word 
“the perfect” comes from the Greek word “to telion” which means “perfect 
thing” which means it cannot refer to Jesus but the completed word of God. 
So as the Word of God was completed, there was no longer going to be a 
need for gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
 
What was the purpose of the gifts of the Spirit?  
Without the completed word, the gifts in the church would have been 
important to help them discern the truth and get the message out. Hebrews 
2:14 and Mark 16:19-20 let us know that the purpose of the gifts was to 
“confirm the word” with the signs that followed.  So who would you know 
who to listen to? We would listen to the one that spoke the words of God 
and was able to perform some type of miracle (manifestation).     
 


