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Introduction  
After God had created the heavens and the Earth, He appeared or 
communicated to quite a few individuals down through the years - Adam, 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, and Jacob (or who would 
later be named Israel) - just to name a few. But now as God begins to put 
his plan into motion to prepare a nation to bring the savior into the world, 
the nature of His relationship with His people begins to change.  
 
In Exodus 3:7-8, God told Moses at the burning bush - "“I have indeed 
seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out 
because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 
suffering.  So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the 
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey" 
 
At this point in the lives of the Israelites, God has seemed very distant, but 
here He refers to them as "His" people. So obviously He has been keeping 
a very close eye on the situation. Also notice the interesting language that 
God uses here to refer to His location. He says that He has come down to 
rescue them - obviously the Scripture is referring to the fact that He was 
somewhere UP before this. Obviously, you can see the tide of the 
relationship of God to His people changing at this point. 
 
The year we are going to start our study is the year 1446 BC. The Israelites 
have been slaves in Egypt for a long time.  
 
How long were the Israelites slaves in Egypt?    
Acts 7:6 (Genesis 15:13) 
400 years.   
 
What day did they leave Egypt? 
They left on Passover  
Exodus 12:31, Exodus 12:51 
Leviticus 23:5 – it was the fourteenth day of the first month 
 
How long did it take the Israelites to get from Egypt to Mt Sinai? 
Exodus 19:1 
On the first day of the third month, they were at Mt Sanai.  
It took 44 days to get there. 
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• It took 24 days to travel 490 km from Egypt to the Red Sea where 
they spent 8 days camped there waiting for Pharaoh's army to come. 
It took 20 days to travel 260 km to Sinai after the Red Sea including 7 
days camping in the wilderness of Sin and 2 days battling the 
Amalekites at Rephidim. 

 
Exodus 19:2-8 
What two things do the Israelites have to do to be God’s possession? 
Obey His voice  
Keep My covenant 
 
How much of what the Lord has spoken are the people of Israel going 
to do? 
Verse 8 - All 
 
Exodus 20:1-2 
So God covers Mount Sanai with a cloud and gives them the 10 
commandments. 
 
What is the first commandment that God gives to the people of Israel? 
You shall have no other gods before me 
 
Why do you think that would have been the first commandment 
given? 
While the children of Israel were enslaved in Egypt, they would have been 
exposed to all of the worshipped deities of the Egyptians (over 2000), and 
thus would have been forced to build shrines to some of these deities. So 
once the children of Israel came out of Egypt, they needed to know that 
there was only one true Deity and that He was involved in their daily lives.  
 
So the Israelites roll through the wilderness for 44 days and they end up at 
the base of Mount Sinai. In chapter 20, they receive the 10 commandments 
and other sundry laws which God thunders down to them. 
 
Why was the law given? 
It was added because of transgressions –  
 
Galatians 3:19-24 
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The law was put in place to make people cry out for a savior. The law could 
not impart life. The law is a tutor to lead us to a savior. God wanted the 
people of Israel to be looking forward to a savior.  
 
Romans 7:7-13 
It was added to show how bad sin was and to show that sin is utterly sinful 
and that they need help to get rid of it – which our new structure that is 
being built is going to help them atone for their sins. 
 
 
Exodus 24:1-7 
What is the Israelites response to the Word of God? 
Verse 3 and verse 7 says they will be obedient to All the words that were 
spoken by God.  
 
Exodus 24:12-18 
So Moses goes back up to see the Lord – how long is he gone? 
Verse 18 – 40 days and nights 
About 16 days later, God calls Moses to come up on the mountain of which 
he does for 40 days and nights (Exodus 24:18). During this time Moses is 
going to receive the written copies of the 10 commandments and other 
instructions.   
 
While Moses is on the mountain, what do the people of Israel decide 
to do? 
The people of Israel below have a huge party and build a golden calf.   
 
Exodus 32:1-10 
Why did the Israelites want to build a god? 
Because they do not know what had become of Moses 
Acts 7:37-45 
 
Any ideas on why they may have built a golden calf? 
The Egyptians had over 2,000 deities they worshipped. And the bull was 
the principal god of Egypt.  A cow was the used as a symbol of quite a few 
of the Egyptian gods and goddesses as well. For example, Hathor became 
their most prevalent and she was supposedly the daughter of Amon Re – 
the sun God. 
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It did not take the Israelites long to forget that God was the one watching 
out over them. Just three months earlier, the women of Israel had danced 
to exalt God (Exodus 15:20-21). Just 6 weeks before this, the people had 
promised to obey the word of God (Exodus 19:8). And just 5 weeks or so 
before this, we heard the Israelites say that they would obey all things that 
God had said (Exodus 24). 
 
So in the later parts of Exodus 32, Moses smashes the two stones on 
which the Ten Commandments are on. Aaron says the golden calf 
appeared by accident out of the fire. He then melts down the golden calf, 
mixes it with water and makes the Israelites drink it. Moses then gathers 
the tribe of Levi and has them put to death 3,000 of the Israelites.  
 
Did the 10 commandment stones get replaced? 
Yes – Exodus 34:1 
 
Exodus 25:1-9  (Pattern) 
So here we see Moses get the plans for something called the tabernacle. 
 
According to verse 8, where is it that God wants to be? 
He wants to dwell among His people  
the Hebrew verb for “dwell” is the Hebrew word “shakan” which means to 
“reside” or “permanently stay” – so God is being “tabernacled” with His 
people. Contrast this verb to the one that is sometimes used “yashav” 
which means “dwell” or “reside” but that verb is typically used when 
referring to God dwelling in heaven. 
 
What is the word that shows up a couple of times in these verses? 
Pattern – they are to make all things according to pattern 
 
What is a pattern used for? 
To make something correctly 
 
According to verse 9, who gave Moses the pattern for the tabernacle? 
God Himself 
The Hebrew noun for tabernacle is “mishkan” – which means “residence” or 
“dwelling.” The word originally meant tent – which would show the nomadic 
nature of the structure. 
 
What are the chances that Moses did not follow this pattern? 
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0 percent 
 
Exodus 26:1-6 
What is the main word you keep hearing in this description? 
Curtains  
So the tabernacle was made to be portable but it was not made to be 
cheap. There was nothing cheap about the furnishings in the tabernacle. 
Quite of few of the items were covered with gold or made with pure gold. 
 
Exodus 26:30 
What is the point that God is trying to get across to Moses while on 
the Mountain? 
Follow the pattern and do not deviate 
 
Follow the pattern – reiterated many times to Moses 
Exodus 25:40 
Exodus 26:30 
Exodus 27:8 
Exodus 31:11 
Hebrews 8:5 
 
Now God spends the next 5 chapters or so covering what the pattern is for 
this structure He calls the tabernacle. 
 
Exodus 35:1-19 
Moses gets the Israelites together to give the instructions. The first thing he 
reminds is to keep the Sabbath. He even mentioned that not even a fire 
would be started on the Sabbath.  
What would happen to those that violated the Sabbath?  
Those who violated the Sabbath would be executed. 
 
Then the people were told to bring freewill offerings – and they brought 
them morning by morning – until eventually in chapter 36, the workers said 
“we have enough.”    
 
The blueprints for the tabernacle: 
God appointed the craftsmen for this project. Bezalel of Judah and Oholiab 
of Dan were to supervise the construction. They were not to be innovate – 
they were to follow to the instructions exactly. Bezalel was the first 
individual in the Bible that it is said that he is filled with the Spirit.  



Where Does God Dwell? – Week 1 

6 

 

 
And the workers begin to work on the tabernacle. 
 
 
Well – the important question is – did Moses follow the pattern? 
Exodus 39:32 
Yes he did 
 
Exodus 39:42-43 
Who was it that personally inspected the work to make sure it was 
done properly? 
Moses 
 
Exodus 40:1-2, 17 
So on New Year’s Day, the tabernacle at Mount Sinai was completed. They 
have been out of Egypt for a little under a year. This would be 14 days 
before they celebrated their first Passover since coming out of the land of 
Egypt. So that means that it took approximately 7 months for them to build 
the dwelling of God. 
 
Exodus 40:18-38 
Do you think Moses followed the pattern for the tabernacle and its 
furnishings? 
 
Why did God go into so much detail and want so much precision when 
putting together His dwelling and its furnishings? What were these things to 
going to stand for? Why are these things important to us today?  
 
To the Israelite people, this was the most important structure ever built. It 
was sacred and it had a truly special meaning to the Hebrew nation, but it 
was a shadow of things to come according to the scripture. I wonder what 
the scripture meant by that?  Well we are going to find out as we study 
about this dwelling of God. This was going to be their main place of worship 
for the next 500 years.  
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Questions – Introduction (Part 1) 
How long were the Israelites slaves in Egypt?   
 
What day did they leave Egypt? 
 
How long did it take the Israelites to get from Egypt to Mt Sinai? 
 
Exodus 19:2-8 
What two things do the Israelites have to do to be God’s possession? 
 
According to verse 8, how much of what the Lord has spoken are the 
people of Israel going to do? 
 
Exodus 20:1-2 
What is the first commandment that God gives to the people of Israel? 
 
Why do you think that would have been the first commandment given? 
 
Why was the law given? 
 
Galatians 3:19-24 
Romans 7:7-13 
 
Exodus 24:1-7 
What is the Israelites response to the Word of God? 
 
Exodus 24:12-18 
So Moses goes back up to see the Lord – how long is he gone? 
 
While Moses is on the mountain, what do the people of Israel decide to do? 
 
Exodus 32:1-10 
Why did the Israelites want to build a god? 
Acts 7:37-45 
 
Any ideas on why they may have built a golden calf? 
 
Did the 10 commandment stones get replaced? 
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Exodus 25:1-9 
According to verse 8, where is it that God wants to be? 
 
What is the word that shows up a couple of times in these verses? 
 
What is a pattern used for? 
 
According to verse 9, who gave Moses the pattern for the tabernacle? 
 
What are the chances that Moses did not follow this pattern? 
 
Exodus 26:1-6 
What is the main word you keep hearing in this description? 
 
Exodus 26:30 
What is the point that God is trying to get across to Moses while on the 
Mountain? 
 
Pattern - Exodus 25:40,Exodus 26:30,Exodus 27:8,Exodus 31:11; 
Hebrews 8:5 
 
Exodus 35:1-19 
What would happen to those that violated the Sabbath? 
 
Well – the important question is – did Moses follow the pattern? 
Exodus 39:32 
 
Exodus 39:42-43 
Who was it that personally inspected the work to make sure it was done 
properly? 
 
Exodus 40:1-2, 17 
 
Exodus 40:18-38 
Do you think Moses followed the pattern for the tabernacle and its’ 
furnishings? 
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