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Summary of Week 1 
Last week, we looked at how the Israelites came out of 400 years of 
slavery in Egypt and after the Exodus on Passover, 44 days later they 
came to the base of Mount Sinai – where they received the ten 
commandments, some other laws and the blueprints for the tabernacle.   
 
Moses was to follow God’s pattern for building His dwelling place – the 
tabernacle, and there were to be no deviations. God was now ready to 
dwell among His people and He wanted everything to be done perfectly. 
Due to the fact that God’s house had to be made portable, the dwelling was 
made mostly of curtains and easily movable objects.  
 
We also talked about the fact that God gave the Israelites the Law because 
of their transgressions and to show them how utterly sinful sin was. Also, at 
this time, God started preparing the Israelites to look forward to a coming 
savior.  
 
How could the Israelites afford to build this structure? 
They had been slaves for 400 years, how were the Israelites able to afford 
to build the new dwelling. The tabernacle was built with the finest materials 
and the people of Israel had plenty to give.   
 
Exodus 12:35, 36  
The Israelites had plundered Egypt before they left. This was a term that 
usually meant – to the victor goes the spoils. All the riches of Egypt came 
of out Egypt with the Israelites.    
 
And we looked last week at Exodus verse 25:1-9 that showed the Israelites 
brought freewill offerings to the Lord – they were precious metals (gold – 
silver – bronze) , precious stones, cloth (fine linen and various colored 
yarns) , spices, oil, acacia wood and skins (goat, ram, dugong)  
 
The tabernacle is referenced by quite a few different names in the 
scripture:  

• The sanctuary – Exodus 25:8 

• Tabernacle (Resting place) – Exodus 25:9 

• Tent – Exodus 26:36 

• Tent of Meeting – Exodus 29:42; 40:1 
o Probably because Moses met God there to receive instructions 
– Exodus 25:22 
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• Tabernacle of Testimony (Acts 7:44) 
 
 
What was the tabernacle/temple used for? 

• God wanted to dwell among His people 

• Permanent House for the Ark of the Covenant 

• Where the priests of God would minister daily – atoning for sins 

• The new place of worship 
o All Hebrews males would have to appear there 3 times a year 
(3 feasts) 

o New Testament examples of going to Jerusalem to Worship 
� John 12:20 
� Acts 8:27 
� John 4:20 

• Worship always takes place at the tabernacle/temple 
 
 
Only 1 of Israel’s 12 tribes was allowed to enter the inner portions of 
the temple. Which one was that? 
The Levites  
Exodus 28:1; Numbers 3:5-10 
 
Anyone know why they were the ones chosen to minister to God? 
After golden calf incident (Exodus 32:25-29) 
 
God instituted the practice of tithing during the wilderness journey. 
What did their tithes support?  
The Levites were the ones whom the tithes and offerings went to – 
Numbers 18:21-24 
 
Location of Tent 
The tabernacle is sometimes pictured as outside and at other times inside 
the Israelite encampment. It seems as if the dwelling was originally located 
outside and then re-located to the center of the camp(Ex. 33:7-11; 
Numbers 2:2) 
 
Once the tabernacle was finished, there was a certain way the Israelites 
were to camp around the tent (Numbers 2).  
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Why do you think the sons of Levi were so close to the tabernacle? 
Numbers 1:53-54 – so that non-Levites would not wonder too close to the 
tabernacle 
 
Sons of Levi as workers of the tabernacle 
Which son of Levi were Moses and Aaron descendants of? 
Levi had 3 sons: Gershon, Kohath and Merari (Genesis 46:11). Jochebed 
was the daughter of Levi (Numbers 26:59). One of Kohath’s sons was 
Amram. Jochebed became the wife of Amram let alone already being his 
aunt. They had 3 kids: Their names were: Miriam, Aaron and Moses.  
 
God said that all priests of God would be descendants of what 
person?  
Aaron and his sons (Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar) served as the 
priests of the Israelites. 
Exodus 28:1-5 
 
Numbers 4 
What were the tabernacle duties of the Kohathites? 
Moses took a census of the Levites in Numbers chapter 4 of those males 
who were 30 years old up to the age of 50.  This was done because the 
work in the caring of the tabernacle would take some strength. The 
Koathites who numbered 2,750 were responsible for transporting “the holy 
things.”  However the priests would be the ones that would get the holy 
things ready to transport. The ark of the covenant and table of Shewbread 
required three coverings and the lampstand and alters required two 
coverings. 
 
The Koathites were warned 3 times in this chapter not to infringe on the 
priestly duties (Numbers 4:15,18,20) 
 
What were the tabernacle duties of the Gershonites? 
The Gershonites number 2630 men and their work consisted of making 
sure the Tabernacle curtains and coverings were correctly cared for and 
transported on wagons (Numbers 4:21-28). 
 
What were the tabernacle duties of the Merarites? 
The Merarites which numbered 3200 men, were guardians of the wooden 
frames and pillars as they were carried on wagons (Numbers 4:29-33). 
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The tabernacle history went something like this: 

• Moses finished the building the original tabernacle in 1445 BC at the 
base of Mt Sinai. 

• It appears that the tabernacle spent about 38 years at Kadesh 
Barnea. 

• At some point during (Joshua 18:1) Joshua’s leadership, the 
tabernacle/temple was parked at Shiloh (Home of Eli, the high priest 
and Samuel spent a good portion of his life there) – which was 
inhabited by the Ephramites probably to avoid jealousy among the 
tribes.  

• I Samuel 1:9, 3:3 
o It started to be called the temple at this point. That could be 
because some of the old curtains and those type things were 
replaced by more permanent items. 

• That is where the tabernacle stayed until the ark was captured by the 
Philistines in 1050 BC after the battle of Ebenezer (I Samuel 4).  It 
appears that Saul had moved the temple to Nob which as close to his 
residence at Gibeah (I Samuel 22:11ff). Then it appears it gets 
moved by Saul to Gibeon (I Chronicles 16:39; 21:29). 

• David moves the tabernacle and places it in Jerusalem. And then he 
moves the Ark of the Covenant from Kirjath-jearim (from the house of 
Abinadab and then from the house of Obed-edom) and placed it into 
the new temporary structure. Kirjath-jearim (from the house of 
Abinadab) was where the ark had rested since it was returned by the 
Philistines after they had taken it (after a short stint at (Beth 
Shemesh).  (II Samuel 6:12-23) 

• After this, David starts to talk of a permanent structure for the 
dwelling place of God in Jerusalem. 

 
 
The temple history went something like this:  

• The First Temple was finished in 959 BC by Solomon 
o Finished in the 11th year, 8th month of Solomon’s reign (1 
Kings 6:38) 

� The Temple was dedicated in the seventh month though 
we are not told what year – but we assume it was just 
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before the temple was totally finished to coincide with the 
feast of tabernacles (2 Chronicles 7:10). 

o Why was David not allowed to build the house of God? 
o David was given the original design but he was not allowed to 
build it. 

o I Chronicles 28:3, 11-19 
� David was not allowed to build it because he was a man 
of war. 

� David assembled some of the materials but his son 
Solomon would build it.  

• Destroyed around 400 years later by the Babylonians 
(Nebuchadnezzar) in 586 BC (II Kings 25) 

• Reconstructed starting in 536 BC 
o After 70 years of captivity, Darius the Mede carried out the 
decree by Cyrus that allowed to Jews to go back home (Ezra 
6:1-5). Darius also pulled funds from their treasury 
(Medio/Persian) to help the Jews rebuild their temple. 

o They were allowed to start returning home in 536 BC – and 
they started to rebuild the temple right away. But they stopped 
the project for 16 years. So Ezra the scribe, along with a couple 
of prophets named Zerubbabel and Nehemiah, motivated the 
Israelites to finish the temple. It was completed in 516 BC. 

o Ezra 3:10-13 
� Why were some of the elders crying in this situation? 

• Because the new temple was just a shadow of the 
old one – it paled in comparison to the old 

• Destroyed by Rome’s Pompey in 62 BC 

• Herod the Great started the rebuild of the temple in 20 BC 
o This was the temple that we see Jesus cleansing a couple of 
times in the scripture. 

o This is the temple we see Jesus and the apostles moving it and 
out of.  This is the temple that Jesus would speak of “not one 
stone here will be left upon another.” 

o When Jesus came on the scene, how long was that they 
had been working on the temple? 

� Destroy this temple and in 3 days I will raise it up again 
(John 2:19)  

� It took 46 years to build this temple and yet you are going 
to rebuild it in 3 days. 
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• Finally finished in 64 AD – outer courts and all 

• Destroyed in 70 AD by the Romans 

• Is there a physical temple that resides in Jerusalem today? 
o No 

 
 
 
The Tabernacle / Temple Layout 
The Layout of the tabernacle that was used in the wilderness looked like 
the following:  
 

 
 
The inner court of Solomon’s Temple had the following layout: 
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The layout of the temple that was later built by Herod had the following 
layout: 
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Where does God dwell?  - Week 2 Questions 
How could the Israelites afford to build this structure? 
Exodus 12:35, 36  
 
 
What was the tabernacle/temple used for? 
 
 
Only 1 of Israel’s 12 tribes was allowed to enter the inner portions of the 
temple. Which one was that? 
Exodus 28:1 
Numbers 3:5-10 
 
 
Anyone know why they were the ones chosen to minister to God? 
Exodus 32:25-29 
 
 
God instituted the practice of tithing during the wilderness journey. What 
did their tithes support?  
Numbers 18:21-24 
 
 
Why do you think the sons of Levi were so close to the tabernacle? 
Numbers 1:53-54 
 
 
Sons of Levi as workers of the tabernacle 
Which son of Levi were Moses and Aaron descendants of? 
 
 
God said that all priests of God would be descendants of what person? 
Exodus 28:1-5 
 
 
Numbers 4 
What were the tabernacle duties of the Koathites? 
 
What were the tabernacle duties of the Gershonites? 
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What were the tabernacle duties of the Merarites? 
 
 
The tabernacle history 
 
 
The temple history  
Why was David not allowed to build the house of God? 
I Chronicles 28:3; 11-19 
 
The Rebuilt temple after the exile in Babylon 
Ezra 3:10-13 
Why were some of the elders crying in this situation? 
 
When Jesus came on the scene, how long was that they had been working 
on the temple? 
 
Is there a physical temple that resides in Jerusalem today? 
 
 
The Tabernacle / Temple Layout 
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