Hebrews 5:11-6:4

11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.

12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.3 And this we will do if God permits.

Faith is the second foundational stone listed.
Faith—believing what God said He can do, and that he can and will do it.      Faith is an actual agreement with God in His abilities to perform His Word. 

“ Faith isn’t just believing on the Word of God, but believing in the God of the Word.” 

Picture it as all ready done.  .....100%...... NO chance of failure.

Hebrews 11:6 says— without faith it is impossible to please God.    

God has built His relationship with us, based on our faith toward Him.    

If you wonder why God is not responding to your crises  try examining your faith not your God!!!!  

 No measure of works,..... no measure of prayer,..... no measure of Bible study,............. will ever meet the basic requirement of living by faith. 

Faith isn’t just an action, but a constant activity in the life of a Christian.   

We don’t  jump from one faith experience to another, but there is a continual walk of faith in every day.


Ephesians 2:8

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

Faith is essential. 

Everything we face in life, we must face it from God’s perspective, ( unlimited ability).......... instead of from our perspective, (limited ability). 

For with God nothing shall be impossible—Luke 1:37

The state seal of Ohio  "With God all things are possible"

(Billy Inman)

Faith cannot be worked up—it is not an emotional thing. You can yell, shout and scream at the devil or disease, it will not be moved until you move into the faith realm.
Faith is tied to God’s Word.....Psalm 138:2

2 I will worship toward Your holy temple, 

And praise Your name 

For Your lovingkindness and Your truth; 

For You have magnified Your word above all Your name.



 God places infinite value on His Word, because if you couldn’t trust his Word,........... you could never trust him.

I can command the  T.V. “in the name of Jesus” to turn on,  all day long, but if I don’t push the remote button, the T.V. will not turn on. God gives us faith, he gives us His Spirit 

Acts 2:38

38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
 

We must learn to activate faith through the Spirit in our daily lives.

Lets look at an example of Gods dealing with one man

Genesis 12:2-4

2 I will make you a great nation; 

I will bless you 

And make your name great; 

And you shall be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you, 

And I will curse him who curses you; 

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4 So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.


Abram is 75 years old  when he was first promised by God to become a "great nation." 

When would you expect this promise to be fulfilled? 

Genesis 15:1-3.

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.”2 But Abram said, “Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”3 Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!”4 And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.”5 Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”6 And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

7 Then He said to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.”8 And he said, “Lord God, how shall I know that I will inherit it?”

 If you owe someone money, are you conscious of this when you see them? 

Is it the first thing that comes to your mind? 

Abram is now 85, ten years have passed since God promised him (at 75) 

to "become a great nation." 

Why does God, no doubt remembering His promise, tell Abram that his faithfulness to God is a "great reward?" 

 Abram immediately tells God He has not kept His promise and the arrangements have been made to have his chief servant inherit Abram's "great reward." 

Accepting and waiting is faith lived out. Challenging God to keep His promise is faith lived out.   

No faith is simply to ignore God because you no longer think He is a factor. 
 

Genesis 17:15-17

15 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.16 “And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her.”17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?”

 How many years have now passed without God fulfilling His promise?  (25 years!)

And you think God is not being faithful after how long?   

You think he is being unresponsive to your needs? 


Abraham laughs at the promise because it seemingly had no value. 

What do failed promises do to a marriage? 

Why would God wait so long? What purpose does a 25+ year delay serve? 

Walk by faith Not by sight       (until you get tired?)

God waits until it is impossible, and then He does the impossible - so that no one is confused about God's role in the matter.

Genesis 16:1-2

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. And she had an Egyptian maidservant whose name was Hagar.2 So Sarai said to Abram, “See now, the Lord has restrained me from bearing children. Please, go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children by her.” And Abram heeded the voice of Sarai.
 Abraham was 85, so this was ten years after God's promise of a son. 

What do you think about Sarah's statement that "The Lord has kept me from having children?" 

Consider the promises that God has made to Abraham so far. 

God does not mention who will be the mother - He only mentions Abraham as the father!

Considering that Sarah has not been named as the mother, in what kind of light does this put her offer? 

Since God has kept her (or so it seems to her) from fulfilling His promise, "perhaps" God has in mind some other woman to fulfill the promise. 

Sarah seems to be unselfish, impatient, and willing to help God. 

Proverbs 3:5-6

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

And lean not on your own understanding;

6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He shall direct your paths.



 How does Sarah's suggestion run afoul of this proverb? 

however the pattern of God is that He works with human partners to fulfill His work on earth. The line between being "God's helper" and "scheming" is not always a real bright line. 


Our spouse is our helper and our closest human friend. But, that does not mean we should turn off our brain when they offer advice. We need to be sure our decisions are consistent with the advice of our closest heavenly Friend! 


Genesis 16:3-4

3 Then Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan.4 So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes.

 Abraham and Sarah congratulating themselves on doing God's will?   

Sarah's advice worked. No doubt during the "praise and prayer" time in church they would have stood up and told how they partnered with God to have this wonderful child. 

Genesis 16:4-5

4 So he went in to Hagar, and she conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress became despised in her eyes.5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “My wrong be upon you! I gave my maid into your embrace; and when she saw that she had conceived, I became despised in her eyes. The Lord judge between you and me.”
 

What has happened to Sarah's unselfish attitude? 
Is Sarah right? Is Abraham responsible for "the wrong" Sarah was suffering? 
How would you anticipate that God would judge between the two of them? 


Genesis 16:6

6 So Abram said to Sarai, “Indeed your maid is in your hand; do to her as you please.” And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence.



Abraham deserts his leadership position. Sarah abuses Hagar. Neither spouse is acting like a follower of God.

Hebrews 11:8-12

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise;10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised.12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.



Is the writer of Hebrews blind or stupid?

No but see this lesson faith is a process not an event

Work the process when it seems smooth work the process when it seems rough but work the process & move on Hebrews 5:11-6:3

11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have become dull of hearing.

12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.3 And this we will do if God permits.
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