"What makes a real neighbor, or what makes a real friend?" Luke 10:30-37

30 Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.31 “Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.32 “Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side.33 “But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion.34 “So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.35 “On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’36 “So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?”37 And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

 A real friend or a real neighbor will travel to help someone in trouble. A real friend, or a real neighbor will make great personal sacrifice in order to be of assistance to someone in need - even if it means placing themselves in a hostile environment.
Such is the case of a real friend who offers to fight a giant for King David. 

 2 Samuel 21:15-17

15 When the Philistines were at war again with Israel, David and his servants with him went down and fought against the Philistines; and David grew faint.16 Then Ishbi-Benob, who was one of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose bronze spear was three hundred shekels, who was bearing a new sword, thought he could kill David.17 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to his aid, and struck the Philistine and killed him. Then the men of David swore to him, saying, “You shall go out no more with us to battle, lest you quench the lamp of Israel.”



 Giants have friends too and apparently when one defeats one giant in a family, the others line up to fight next. 
See from scripture what real friendship is about. 

Our society is built on the concept of “DISPOSABLE RELATIONSHIPS.” 

Q-tips  Wet Wipes  disposable diapers

Some of the people we think are our friends turn out to be "disposables"  either until they get what they want out of us, or until they use us up! 

“Be slow in choosing a friend and be slower in changing friends” 

Be careful who you call “Friend” and when you find a real friend… cherish them like you would a precious jewel!
These two passages in text teach us about the three kinds of people  1. People Who Need A Friend

a. Mugged in a ditch 

b. King David 

c. You........ somewhere between

2)Those Who Could Have Been A Friend

a. Priest , & Levite

b. All the rest of David's army

c. You know who they are 


3)Those Who Will Be A Friend When The Need Arrives!

a. The Good Samartin

b. Abishai

c. true Christians 
 In Luke 10 the man mentioned was a nameless “nobody”. 

A nobody to society, but somebody to God. This man had been mugged & left for dead on the road to Jericho!  

Jericho was the oldest, hottest and wildest town in Israel. 

Known as “The Bloody Road” unscrupulous and sinister folk who waited in thickets for the unsuspecting well to do, or weak people to come along. If you had any stature in society, the Jericho road was not a road you should travel! But sometimes we find ourselves on that road   Perhaps that was the only road from there to here perhaps someone else chose the way and we were brought along....

A road where good people had been known to be mugged, murdered and marauded. Perhaps some of the robbers them selves looked respectable and acted like they wanted to help you.  Even in the church, believe it or not, there are people who wear the façade of honorable and holy on the outside, but in reality are a whole lot less than what they say they are!
Not those who get caught-up in stuff and admit their shortcomings…but people who smile in your face, pat you on your back, call you brother, sister, but when the time comes for them to be Christians “in the real sense“ you find out whose side they’re on! 
This ‘certain man on the Jericho Road’ is  an illustration of people who have been hurt by the world system. 

There are many people in our world who have been stripped, wounded, and deserted by society. 

It doesn’t take much, by our holier-than-thou-standard, these days to be deserted by people. All you have to do, really, is mess-up one time and folk are through with you! 

If you really want to know who your real friends are, make a mistake!! .......Real friends will stay with you no matter what!
-Real friends stay true at the risk of being ostracized, themselves! 
-Real friends pray for you when other people won’t speak to you! 
-Real friends will petition heaven on your behave when other people want to send you to hell! Do you ever need a real friend?
This mugged, beat up, wounded, messed up, blooded, basket case represents all who have been brutalized by the devil. The devil hangs out on the Jericho Road! 

Sometimes he dresses up in a three piece suit to look like another traveler! 

Sometimes he wears a skirt to look appealing! 

Sometimes he puts on a choir robe and sings like a angel! Sometimes he puts on the face of a well-wisher, but deep down inside he’s a back-stabber! 

Sometimes he prays like a deacon, works like a missionary, gets happy like a church mother, and even preaches like a preacher… 

Make no mistake  Satan’s mission is to “Rob, Steal & Destroy!” 

The Devil wants to keep you from your purpose. 

He wants catch you when your guard is down so as to steal your joy. 

He wants to catch you in your wilderness experience (like he did with Jesus) so as to cause you to doubt God’s love for you. 
He wants to kill you spiritually.
You have power… your power is in a friend that sticks closer than a brother! 
Jesus will always send somebody (from a place you least expect them to come from) to minister to your needs! 

“I messed-up, but I still got a friend!” 
This ‘certain man’ was in a bad way and a whole lot of folk came along that could have been and should have been his friend. 

Here he was beaten, robbed, stripped and left for dead and first and some people came along who “Could Have Been A Friend, but passed by. First, here comes a priest, followed by a Levite. In other words, a preacher and a church goer. 
They were spiritually blind not every preacher or every church goer is the real deal...... MOST are NOT the real deal

2 Timothy 3:1-5

But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come:2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good,4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!
. 

Without compassion, you are without mercy, and without mercy you are blind spiritually! This man in the ditch needed a friend, but they showed no mercy. 

Ain’t that like some folk in the church? 
 They couldn’t see this man’s fallen state because all was well in their lives!

Maybe they were worried about getting polluted themselves!  “True friendship involves a risk!” They were religious, but not caring. They were mindlessly carrying on tradition. 

But thank God a Samaritan came along! 
Not just any Samaritan, but “A Good Samaritan.” We got a lot of Samaritans today, but not all of them are good. I’m talking about a “Good Samaritan.” The Good Samaritan had his eyes open. He LOOKED. Why? Because robbers might still be around! He kept his eyes open, but he also kept his heart open! He had an open heart. He felt sympathy and compassion. 
Not only hat, but he had OPEN HANDS. He took ACTION. Even though it cost him personally, I heard him say: “I’ll pick him up, put him on my beast, take him to the nearest Motel-6 (because they leave the light on there) and pay his bill. And I’ll tell the hotel clerk, “Take care of him; and  if you need to spend more than I’m giving you, I’ll pay it back on my rebound.” 

In 2nd Samuel 21, David was a “somebody.” God had blessed him to become a leader among his people. He had already slain one Giant years before, but was now about to be slain by one! The record says that, “… Ishbibenob, which was of the sons of the giant, the weight of whose spear weighed three hundred shekels of brass in weight.“ (That was about half the size of Goliath’s spear.) 

And Ishbibenob had beat David down and had left him for dead!
Thank God, the bible says that, “Abishai” (David’s nephew) came to the rescue and killed the Philistine. And when David asked his soldiers why they risked their lives, they said: “…We can’t let you risk your life in battle anymore! You give light to our nation, and we want that flame to keep burning.” 
That’s why every church partner needs to pray for the preacher so that when giants come to attack  the preacher  will have strength. But even more important, you need to offer to fight the fight. 

I know that David no doubt felt a little embarrassed, but he was grateful! I don’t know about you today church, but I’m grateful for all of the real friends that God has put in my life!
--He’s put some preachers there…
--Some teachers there…
 I am so grateful that I have Christ in my life! Where would my life be without him? I’d be just like a ship without a sail!
If you don’t know Him today, if He’s not your friend… allow me introduce Him to you. His love…
-Lifts one out of the commonplace into the supernatural…
-It’ll pull you out the valley and place you on the mountaintop…
-It’ll take you out of the gutter of sin and place you in the throne room of God…
-It’ll rescue you from the dungeon of despair and stand you on the balcony of heaven…
-It’ll pull you out of the pits of frustration and fear, and sit you on the mercy seat of God!

His love makes the…
-Burdens become lighter… 
-The nights become brighter and friendships tighter!
No wonder the song writer said, “Love lifted me!” When nothing else could help…  love lifted me ! “Thank God I got a friend like Jesus!” Yes... I thank God for my real friend, but most of all I thank God that there is no friend like the lowly Jesus. No not one, no not one!
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