Luke 13:1-5

There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2 And Jesus answered and said to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things?3 “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.4 “Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem?5 “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”


Jesus says repent or perish

Romans 3:23

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Ezekiel 18:30-32

30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways,” says the Lord God. “Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin.31 “Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel?32 “For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies,” says the Lord God. “Therefore turn and live!”




Presidential Advice: lame duck Pres. met successor Oval office
in transition near end presented incoming leader 3 numbered envelopes and told him to open them in order when great difficulties arise.

After new Pres had “honeymoon” period w\media & public, US experienced economic downturn. opened 1st envelope. 

Inside a card read: “Blame me.”.................... So he criticized former admin.
Then social upheaval brought about a critical domestic crisis. Pres opened #2 envelope. Inside card ...........“Blame my party”


He did so, in an overt display of partisan politics. 

A year later, when foreign policy resulted in serious problems.  At end of his rope President opened the third envelope.   Inside, the card read: “Prepare three envelopes.”


You can only blame someone else so long before you become responsible.


Stop PLAYING THE BLAME GAME.........Who do you blame? 
GENETICS, 
FAMILY, grew up in dysfunctional family can’t do better
GOVERNMENT, 
SCHOOLS teacher didn’t teach me 

GOD I prayed to stop smoking, and God didn’t take the desire away. He didn’t take away my desire to gamble, & he hasn’t brought back my wife. Religion doesn’t work."

When we play the blame game   we attempt to exempt me .............excuse me............. justify me


All blame is a waste of time. 
No matter how much fault we find with another, regardless of how much we blame someone, it will not change us. 
The only thing blaming someone does is to keep the focus off of us while we look for external reasons to explain our unhappiness or frustration. We may succeed in making another feel guilty about something by blaming them, but we won’t succeed in changing and moving away from the sin that is making us unhappy. 

To Repent is to Accept PROPER RESPONSIBILITY FOR OUR LIVES

 Do what is right, whether it "works" or not.

If Gospel doesn’t have power to change us is a waste of time.
James 4:8-10

8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.



You cannot determine the hand you are dealt.....But you can decide how the hand is played
ON YOUR KNEES .............Jas 1:5 lack wisdom ask of God
IN GOD’S WORD ..............Ps 119:98-101Psalm 119:98-102

98 You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; 

For they are ever with me.

99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, 

For Your testimonies are my meditation.

100 I understand more than the ancients, 

Because I keep Your precepts.

101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way, 

That I may keep Your word.

102 I have not departed from Your judgments, 

For You Yourself have taught me.



FROM DISCERNING FRIENDS .............Proverbs 13:20

20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, 

But the companion of fools will be destroyed.


 

Wise friends make you wise, you hurt yourself by going around fools


Matthew 3:7-8

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?8 “Therefore bear fruits worthy of repentance,

 “What are the fruits of repentance?” 
Keep in mind the harsh words of John the dipper in v. 7, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” He is talking to the Pharisees and Sadducees, who were very religious but also very distant from God.

 Many could easily claim to be very religious, but if we are not bearing the fruits of repentance.

1. Matthew 3:9

9 “and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones.

Do not rely on our family history. The Pharisees and Sadducees were quick to point out their Jewish family history as a proof of their closeness to God.
The first fruit of repentance............ 

humility.
 When we begin at the point of repentance - bowing and admitting that we cannot earn our way into heaven, acknowledging our sin and questionable motives, speaking out our need for Jesus’ blood, asking for God to forgive us - there is a humility that comes into our hearts that cannot come in any other way. 

1 John 1:9

9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

 Is your relationship with God characterized by humility or do you search for an excuse for your sin

2. Matthew 3:10

10 “And even now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.


 Often in our lives we feel that the sins we commit are individually small enough for us to excuse. We haven’t committed an axe-murder or gone on a shooting spree. Our sins are nothing major - we can get around to them another day.
 But this verse points us to a second fruit of repentance: urgency.
When we come to a point of repentance, we realize our sins are not excusable. We recognize that, though we might be able to argue that our individual sins are small, the accumulated weight of even small sins puts in a most dangerous situation. 

We assess the truth of the situation and figure out: I’m in much worse shape than I thought I was.
With repentance comes the awareness of the seriousness of our sins and the desire that flows from that: to get this horrible problem taken care of right now.
 The way this fruit should continue to show up in our life is: we have come to the point of repentance and a realization of the seriousness of our sin; we experience the joy and relief of God’s forgiveness as we come to Him; we recognize that the cost of our forgiveness was Jesus’ death on the cross; understanding that our sin cost Jesus’ His life, we walk the journey of faith with the constant desire to become more like Him and to rid ourselves of the remaining sin in our lives. Not someday, but as soon as possible - because we recognize the urgency of the matter.
 “Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
 We as Christians claim that finding God is not all about “religion,” but rather it’s about “relationship.” We claim that we have a personal relationship with God through Jesus Christ. 
That means that every Christian claims to have had a personal encounter with the most powerful being in the universe.
 You would tend to think if we’ve have had an encounter with the most powerful being in the universe that we would walk away different people, but, sadly, folks often claim to know God and yet live unaltered lives.  

When grouchy people become Christians they often remain grouchy..... this should not be.

2 Corinthians 5:17

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

We are reminded in the last part of verse 10 of a third fruit of repentance, which is change.

Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire
 The church in America has for too long presumed that you can be a “Christian” even with absolutely no evidence of that in your life.  
George Barna did a survey of 152 separate items comparing the lost world and the churches, and he said there is virtually no difference between the two.” That is a serious accusation.
The Bible knows nothing of a faith that does not lead to a changed life. Jesus was very straightforward: “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. . .. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching” (John 14:23-24).

 “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith, but has no deeds? . . . Faith without works is dead.” An essential part of genuine repentance is that it leads to a changed life.
4. Matthew 3:11

11 “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

 A final fruit of repentance is....... dependence.
 Recognizing in our repentance that we have fallen short, we admit our sin and, as we just noted, pursue a changed life. But, obviously, if we’ve failed in the past, we’re going to need more strength than we possess to finish this journey we’ve now begun.
 The good news for those of us in that position is that we serve a mighty Lord who is able to provide all the resources we need for victory in our journey. The key is that we must recognize our need to depend on Him and trust in His strength.
 Too many of us are trying to experience “Victory in Jesus” via our own power, smarts, and insight. 

We will inevitably fail. Those who have started at the point of repentance will remember their failure and turn to the One who is able to bring them through.
Can you see the fruits of repentance in your life day-by-day, 

1. humility.

2. urgency.
3. change.

4. dependence.

or are you standing this morning with the Pharisees and Sadducess?
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