1 John 2:1-29

My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.

3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.
1 John 2:1

My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

It is not a for gone conclusion that a Christian will sin.  The idea that "I am a sinner saved by grace is anti Christ."  The Bible never refers to those bought by the blood of Christ as sinners.  The Bible uses terms like Bought, Children, brothers, friends, disciples, saints, redeemed.

I WAS a sinner

Romans 3:23

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

HOWEVER I have been bought with a price
1 Corinthians 6:20

20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.



NOW

1 John 2:1-2

My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.



1 John 2:3-5

3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.

"Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven." Mt 7:21 

 Jesus is Lord is not  simply an acknowledgement of his Deity, but rather is to imply one's intention of doing what he says. 

Jesus asks  "Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?" Luke 6:46

A person has not come to know Christ, let alone believe in him, if they have simply prayed a prayer been baptized to be saved without any actual intention of obeying him. 

Jas 2:14, "What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?" Apparently not! 
1 John 2:6, "He that saith he abides in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked."
Should'a, Could'a, Would'a

I. Soulda
I Soulda devoted more time in studying God's Word and with God in prayer.
The lack of scriptural knowledge is the source of all evils in the church. 

1Jn 2:5,6 But if anyone obeys his word, God’s love is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 

A. We Shoulda
B. We Coulda
 BUT We didn't  have time   If you have so much business to attend to that you have no time to pray you have more business on hand than God ever intended you to have.
  God  demands a stretch of time in our day in which He is our only companion. ... God will not put up with being fobbed off with prayers in telegram style and cut short like a troublesome visitor for whom we open the door just a crack to get rid of him as quickly as possible.

Shoulda 

Coulda
 Woulda
Whenever we place a higher priority on anything than on pursuing God, we are immoral.
(Matthew 6:33) "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."
 (Psalms 34:10) "The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing."
Shoulda, Coulda, Woulda

Shoulda

 We should have shared Jesus more
1. (Matthew 28:19-20) "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: {20} Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen."

Christianity spread rapidly during the first century because all Christians saw themselves as responsible for disseminating the gospel.
Shoulda

Coulda

But We didn't know what to say.
 Nobody can be indwelled by the Spirit of God and keep that Spirit to himself. Where the Spirit is, he flows forth. And where there is no flowing forth, he is not there. 
Jesus ... wants us to see that the neighbor next door or the people sitting next to us on a plane or in a classroom are not interruptions to our schedule. They are there by divine appointment. Jesus wants us to see their needs, their loneliness, their longings, and he wants to give us the courage to reach out to them.
Opportunity typically favors those who have paid the price of preparation.
 Elizabeth Dole said this concerning her grandmother, ?My grandmother practiced what she preached and lived her life for others. When it became necessary for her, in her nineties,

to go into a nursing home, she welcomed the opportunity. "There might be some people there who don’t know the Lord and I can read the Bible to them."

Coulda

Shoulda
Woulda
 (2 Timothy 1:8) "Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;"
 (Romans 1:16) "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believes; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek."
 Your right to speak is guaranteed--but you must earn the right to be listened to. 

It depends solely on your integrity. Integrity is the prerequisite to acceptance. If you expect to be paid attention to, back it up with your life. Let your walk correspond to your talk.  

Many so-called Christians listen too little, talk too much, and live lives that contradict what they say. 

Their "witness" betrays Christ-and alienates those to whom they speak. 
 Jesus said, "Why do you call me, ’Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?" (Luke 6:46).

Shoulda, Coulda, Woulda
Shoulda

 A sign on a convent in southern California, Absolutely No Trespassing--Violators Will Be Prosecuted to the Full Extent of the Law. Signed, "The Sisters of Mercy." 

No matter how much the church wants to reach out, growth will not happen if the building and the people fail to say "Welcome!"
 (Proverbs 17:17) "A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity."
 Shoulda
Coulda

  But We were unaware of the need.
 (Matthew 25:42-44) "For I was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: {43} I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. {44} Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?"
Jesus said ye have the poor always with you. 

Likewise there is always someone in need of a helping-hand, a touch, a kind word, encouragement, sympathy, a friend. 

We deceive ourselves if we don't realize there are a lot of hurting people who need our caring.

Shoulda
Coulda

Woulda
The depth of our love is not what is should be.
High school students throughout America were asked  whether, in an emergency situation, they would save their dog or a stranger first.  Most students answered that they would not save the stranger. "I love my dog, I don’t love the stranger," they said

(1 John 4:7) "Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loves is born of God, and knows God."
 (1 John 3:17) "But whoso hath this world’s good, and sees his brother have need, and shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwells the love of God in him?"
 Many live on the cafeteria plan.....--self-service only.
(Luke 6:38) "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again."
 One of the greatest expressions of love is simply to notice people and to pay attention to them.

Shoulda, Coulda, Woulda

1 John 2:4

4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

DO  DID DONE

Faith   Rom 10:17

Belief  Jn 3:16

Repentance   Luke 13:3

confession    Matt. 10:32

baptism      Mark 16:16     Acts 2:38

faithfulness      James 1:12
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