1 John 3:10-15

10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother.11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another,12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous.13 Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love his brother abides in death.15 Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.



At the end of an evangelistic service  a young man asked

 I would like to be a Christian.  I am afraid that I cannot give up my old drinking buddies. What shall I do?" Just decide to live a Christian life, and your drinking buddies will give you up."
The world does not understand those  who have forsaken all to follow Christ. 

Romans, chapter 8 verse 7  carnal mind is at enmity with God.

What is sin
 4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.
 The word sin in the Greek  means “to wander” or “to miss the mark”.  

It was an archery term in middle English used to describe shots on a target. If you were off the bull’s-eye by one ring, it was said you were 1 sinne out, 2 rings 2 sinnes, etc.
Sin is our rebellion against God. It is a matter of our own will set against God. 

Rebellion is the root of sin. Why did God make the Children of Israel wander in the desert for 40 years?? REBELLION – sin.

We tend to think of sin in the external, bringing our actions to conform to the law, external, as though all sin was only behavior.

Obedience is not a cause ........but an indication of whether one has been born of God.
Sin is  the attitude and inclination of the heart towards rebellion.

1 John 3:4

4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.

Romans 14:23

23 But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.



James 4:17

17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.



1 John 5:17

17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death.



Is sin something we choose or something beyond the power of Christ we just can't help? 

 Matthew 23 : 27  

27 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness 

It is our hearts and attitudes that have to change.

 So, how do we change the inside?? 

Jesus 

2 Corinthians 3:7-18

7 But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of the glory of his countenance, which glory was passing away,8 how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious?9 For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness exceeds much more in glory.10 For even what was made glorious had no glory in this respect, because of the glory that excels.11 For if what is passing away was glorious, what remains is much more glorious.12 Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of speech—13 unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could not look steadily at the end of what was passing away.14 But their minds were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ.15 But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.16 Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.


     Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart.2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.6 For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.



1 John 3:5-7

5 And you know that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin.6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.

 Scripture tells us that God is love. But, just because He is love doesn’t mean there are no rules. I love my children – therefore, I set rules and boundaries. 

If I didn’t love them, I would not set those boundaries. I would not try to protect them.

1 John 3:6

6 Whoever abides in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him.
  Abide is one of John’s favorite words to use. We have seen it before in our study of 1st John, and we will see it again. What it really means is to have fellowship with, to allow nothing to come between. If we have that kind of fellowship with Christ daily, that rebellion in our heart is replaced by the foundation the Church is built upon

Matthew 16:16-18

16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
  Our desire to disobey Him diminishes.......... He is LORD. We will still be tempted, but as we walk in Christ, and allow the Spirit to work on our hearts, we stop wanting to do all the things we did before................ He is LORD

 It is our attitude and heart that changes.  

Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 

 No attitude change in our heart.

Did we just read that Sin is Lawlessness?

Who ever runs a stop sign has neither seen Him nor known Him.

Has anyone here ever run a Stop sign
 on purpose?

Would that be lawlessness?

Because you didn't see it or made a mistake is it still lawlessness?

What's the difference?

ATTITUDE, OUR HEART, REBELLION 

1 John 3:7

7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.

Righteousness is the opposite of lawlessness. If a person is practicing righteousness  not living in rebellion that person is righteous (has no sin), just as He (Jesus) has no sin. 
 If someone is living in Rebellion they have no part in Christ. 

So, whom do they have a part of?  

1 John 3:8

8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.

Have you noticed we change names of things to take the sting out of them. 

We call it being politically correct, but many times, it is a mask for sin. It’s no longer homosexuality; it’s an alternative lifestyle. Adultery is called an affair. Deceit is a white lie. Stealing is a five-finger discount. Murder of the unborn is called abortion or a choice. Murdering the elderly is called euthanasia. We try to redefine things to make them more palatable.

REBELLION IS SIN. 
 9 Whoever has been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he has been born of God.10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. 11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, 12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous. 
A tremendous change occurs within us when we come to Christ. The word says we are New Creatures in Christ born of the Water and the Spirit

Here is a good test to see whether a person is in Christ or not. A person professing to be a follower of Christ, who is caught up in a lifestyle of sin, and hatred towards his brethren, is a liar. 

 Cain and Abel brought sacrifices to God, and God accepted Abel’s, the blood sacrifice, and not Cain’s, the fruit of the earth. Cain hates Abel because of this and murders him. Notice that Cain wasn’t presented as an atheist or a pagan in the story. He came to worship God. The point scripture is trying to tell us here is this: 

Children of the devil can masquerade as true believers. They can come to church, give offerings, pray, do whatever else believers do. These things alone don’t make you a child of God. The real test – having love for one another – Cain failed miserably. He then lied about it. It seems Cain’s actions lined right up with Satan, whom verse 12 tells us Cain was of. But, in contrast, scripture tells us God is love, and truth. If we are His followers we will practice that love and truth not only towards one another, but also towards all.

Notes from Sunday Sept. 16th PM

Socrates was once asked why a certain brilliant leader who had traveled around the world, was such an unhappy man. "Because wherever he goes, he takes himself with him." 
There are at least two reasons why we do not like ourselves sometimes:
*We do the wrong thing:..... sin and guilt. The great question: "why do I do what I don't want to do?" Romans 7:15 "I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate." The result of our own behavior that we disapprove of causes many consequences: Guilt & shame; Embarrassment; We feel like failures. Connected with this is the concept of not feeling good about ourselves because of our past mistakes. 

*We think the wrong thing. We view ourselves in an unfavorable light sometimes even when we are successful, we may attribute it to chance. We say things to ourselves like: I never do anything right; I always let people down; Nobody likes me. When we view ourselves in a negative light in these ways, we determine not to like ourselves

1. SATAN'S TWO TRAPS 
A. Feeling Superior. 

Romans 2:8 "but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury." 

2 Timothy 3:2-3 "For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good"
B. Feeling Inferior. Low self-esteem is inverted pride, a preoccupation with self. 

Self image and self-concept refer to the pictures we have of ourselves. 

It is the evaluation an individual makes of his or her worth, competence, and significance. 

Low self-esteem / self-concept is usually the result of comparing ourselves unfavorably to others. We live in a world dominated by the theory of evolution, the media, competition, technology, and the breakdown of the home. 
C. In avoiding these two traps of Satan, what are three things we need to remember when we don't like ourselves?
2. THREE TRUTHS FROM GOD (5-6)
A. God Made Us Part of His Body (5). One vital truth of the Scriptures is that God desires to have us love Him. Matthew 22:35-40. "Jesus loves me, this I know". Jesus died on the cross and shed his blood to purchase the church, then allowed  us to be a part of it! 

In that way we are neither inferior to anyone else, nor superior! 

This helps us regard ourselves soberly!  

Christ died on the cross for me. If he thinks that much of me, I had better start thinking something good about myself."

B. God Made Us part of His Body along with Many Others (5). Sometimes we gain our concept of ourselves in regard to those who are around us. This can make us feel inferior or superior! All Christians are in the same Kingdom with the same mission, saved by the same blood, and given the same name! 
*Romans 1:16 "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek." 

*Romans 10:12 "For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him." 
*Galatians 3:27-29 "For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise." 

C. God Made Us a Gifted Part of His Body (6-8). Not only did God save us and put us in His family, he also enables us to use our talents to His glory. We should take very seriously the responsibility to use our gifts and talents. The parable of the talents indicates that even if we have only one talent we should put it to good use for God. 

1. This is how we think soberly about ourselves! We avoid Satan's two traps of superiority and inferiority!

2. When we don't like ourselves we should remember:
God made us a part of his Body!
God made us a part of his Body with others.
God made us a gifted part of his Body.
Our self-esteem or self-concept should not come from what others perceive of us, nor what value the world places on us, but in how God views us.
Winston Churchill said, "We are all worms, but I do believe I am a glowworm."
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