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1 John 4:7-17

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world.15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.

It happens this way.

A person is born again 

Acts 2:38

38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Now that person is a product of both the culture of the earth and the culture of the living God, A third culture. Dead to sin and alive to Christ.  We somehow retain some of the culture yet none of the old man (dead to sin).  We become a third culture retaining some of the culture from which we came but more of the culture we have been adopted into.

We (of the third culture) are not complete.

Our wedding garment at the time of immersion is a diaper, babes in Christ.

It may take many years to be just like Jesus.

A person may sing songs from his old culture.  Russian people will sing Russian songs, Japanese people Japanese songs.

How dry I an, How dry I am will become I once was lost but now I’m found.

If a person comes from a denomination they are likely to come to God as they did before as a Romanist, a Baptist, a Methodist, or a Presbyterian.

If they come from generation X the method and music may be offensive to others.  This is NORMAL.

1 Corinthians 8:4-13

4 Therefore concerning the eating of things offered to idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is no other God but one.5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as there are many gods and many lords),6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live.7 However, there is not in everyone that knowledge; for some, with consciousness of the idol, until now eat it as a thing offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.8 But food does not commend us to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse.9 But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak.10 For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat those things offered to idols?11 And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?12 But when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ.13 Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.



Titus 2:11-14

11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

The book of Acts tells us that those who came out of Judaism

continued in their culture.  God was not offended.

Acts 17:1-2

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures,

Acts 21

Acts 21:26

26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having been purified with them, entered the temple to announce the expiration of the days of purification, at which time an offering should be made for each one of them.

Brothers from Tennessee will always be scandalized by how brothers from Ohio act.  

“Bernie & Claudia”

Male dominated cultures of the Bible……..

Galatians 3:28

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Led by God’s spirit, Growing in the Word, becoming increasingly like Jesus and less and less like the culture we came from.

We are saved forever at our new birth but it might be years before we become mature.

Ephesians 4:13

13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

Jesus said in Rev 7:9

Revelation 7:9

9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands,

God in the beginning did not create one kind of butterfly, or a single kind of bird, all the flowers do not look alike.  I must conclude by observation God likes variety.  It seems to me God likes our variety too, different cultures, different languages, different dress.  The church must transcend all time and space, every culture, every language, every ideology, every political system, every cultural mores in order to reach everyone.

It is sin to try and make our brothers in our image.

2 Corinthians 3:18

18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.



WE must become more like Jesus Philippians 2:5-11

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



There is only one thing that every church must have…..JESUS 

Matthew 18:20

20 “For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”


Jesus alone must be the only constant, the church is HIS creation, HIS bride, HIS workmanship

John 14:6

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.


He will not share his preeminence with anyone or anything.

It can not be Jesus and something else.

The apostles understood this and made sure this would not happen in the new Gentile churches in Acts 15, the Jews wanted every church to have Jesus and the Law of Moses.

All religions, by nature are exclusive and divisive.  They give a false sense of order and we like to have order 

John 15:13

13 “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

John 8:36

36 “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.


John 10:10

10 “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

Tonight we will talk about one other characteristic

JESUS IS LORD
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