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1 John 4:7-17

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love.9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

12 No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world.15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.

Matthew 16:13-20

13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?”14 So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.19 “And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ.



One of the most important characteristics of Christ’s church has to do with obedience.  Not obedience to any religion or to any man made rules or laws but only to the commands of our Lord

It seems foreign to us to consider royalty and bowing the knee to a lord but we must grab the concept of Jesus being King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

1 John 2:1-6

My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.

3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.

What are the Commands?

1 John 2:7-11

7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning.8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already shining.9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now.10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him.11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.



John 13:34

34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

We obey the commands of Jesus because he is LORD

1 Corinthians 7:22

22 For he who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord’s freedman. Likewise he who is called while free is Christ’s slave.

How many commands did Jesus give?  Are there others besides Love one another?………

He commanded the Lord’s Supper didn’t He?

NO he did not COMMAND communion.

What he did was ask us to remember Him whenever we  take the Lord’s Supper. He made it a request from a dying friend not a command.

What about Baptism?

Jesus never commanded one of his children to be Baptized.

That “command” is to people who are lost.

If a person understands Lordship, baptism has never been a “stand alone” command.  We have,….. I have,…. in the past allowed baptism to be carried out as something Jesus wants me to do rather than something I want to do for Him.

Actually the things we try to make commands on the church are largely cultural. Commands given to a particular church because of the culture in which it lived, head covering for women, raising holy hands,  greeting one another with a holy kiss.  The Lord did not wish to place barriers of entry into his church but he expected his church to function within the culture where it was planted.

When we look at these cultural commands they have their foundation in the primary command to love one another

1 John 2:20-25

20 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.21 I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth.22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son.23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

24 Therefore let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.25 And this is the promise that He has promised us—eternal life.

Christ’s Church will never deny the Lordship or Kingship of Jesus

Because he commands it?

No because we love Him  We are to trust in Jesus ALONE for our salvation.  Our Salvation will be only by our faith in Jesus.  We will not insist on faith and something else.

People are born again by baptism into the body of Christ as an answer to a good conscience before God.

1 Peter 3:21

21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 

First John sums up radical Christianity very well.

If we love one another

If we are morally pure

If we obey His commands

If we believe Jesus is the Christ that He came in the flesh and that he is returning

Then we will have the characteristics of His church.

We will fellowship with any others who share these things.

If we try to have fellowship with others who refuse to share these things we are not being Christ’s Church.
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