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What Does God Really Want

1 John 5:1-5

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?



WHAT DOES GOD WANT?

Since God is the one we should be pleasing I think this is a good question to answer from his word.

Ask this question to someone involved in religion and the answer will be “God wants us to be religious!!!”

Let’s define terms here because when I say religious I want to make sure you know what I mean to say   I will take MY deffination from the Funk &Wagnalls Standred College Dictionary 1963

Religious 3. Having thorough and genuine fidelty; Strict in Performance; conscientious; A religious loyality…”

Ask a missionary and he will say God wants us all t be missionaries.

Ask a preacher and he will say God wants us all to be preachers.

But what did God say He wants most of all? 

Matthew 22:35-38

35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying,36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’38 “This is the first and great commandment.

We make a BIG mistake if we try to give him our religion (performance) or even our obedience.  Even a good substitute is still a substitute…… ask Nadab and his brother.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.

Why is it then that religion so important to us, yet so unimportant to God.

John 8:33

33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be made free’?”
…….  

“And They answered him we are Campbells decendents we have never been in a demonation how can you say we will restore the church……….”

Jesus hated the organized religion of his day because it oppressed the people he came to set free.  He hated the way religion was used to supplant the love of God in the hearts of men.

Jesus did not want our religion he wanted our love.  

He bound very little on his disciples except to love one another.

James 1:27

27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.



Matthew 15:13

13 But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.

If God did not give us a religion in Christianity then it follows that all religions are man made and therefore ultimately bankrupt.

Matthew 7:2

2 “For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.

Does this mean that we can not judge anyone who claims to follow Jesus?  NO.  what it means is that whatever judgment we give, that judgment will also be applied to us.  It will always be better to err on the side of mercy so as to receive mercy than to condemn and then be condemned for it.

LOVE IS NOT REQUIRED FOR OBEDIENCE.

Obedience can not replace love.

God does not want us JUST to obey Him fearful of every action.  The fear of the Lord is only the beginning of wisdom.

God is not satisfied with obedient fearful slaves groveling before him.  He wants friends who love him and walk beside him without fear.

If our obedience gives us only fear and it does not lift us up to walk with him then what we have obeyed is not the good news of Jesus Christ, it is something else.

Matthew 10:42

42 “And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward.”


Matthew 25:40

40 “And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

This is a hard concept for Christians to grasp. If we belong to Jesus we are joint heirs with Him.

Typically a religious person might accept a little grace for himself, and less for others.

There is a felt need that to be right with God there needs to be rules that will curtail freedom and grace.  The thought goes like this Christians can not handle too much grace for they will use it as an excuse to sin.  Therefore they must be controlled.

The basic reason behind all religion is binding and control.

Human power structures were created to help religions  control people and give those in power a certain prestige.

Religions have always resembled their earthly counterparts of Governments and kingdoms through our history.

It is not surprising that most of us have come out of some form of religion and have been affected by their controls.  In our search for truth these shackles sometimes remains.  We are so used to their burden we forget they are there.  We might even resist someone who points them out or seeks to help us remove them.

The statement heard most often goes something like this” There are still some laws we all have to obey.  We are not lawless.

1 Corinthians 10:23-24

23 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify.24 Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being.

Romans 6:14

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.



People who rely on law for salvation are spiritually bankrupt.

Colossians 2:12-23

12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths,17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind,19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations—21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,”22 which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men?23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.



 Through Jesus alone all men must come to the Father

John 10:1

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber.

John 14:6

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.


Galatians 5:18

18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

Ephesians 2:12-22

12 that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation,15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace,16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near.18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone,21 in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord,22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
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