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                                            Hesed

Philippians 2:5-11

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Hesed “he-said” is a very unique Hebrew word.  I am told there is no other word has so many variations.

The Angels visiting Abraham were shown Hesed.  The Angels showed Hesed to Lot in taking Him to safety.  Boaz showed it to Ruth.  King David to Mephibosheth: Rahab to the spies: God to the Jews in all his dealings with them.

In all, perhaps there is no other word that could mean service, servitude, loving-kindness, or gratitude in all of the shades of meaning and implications, than Hesed.

There is no Greek word to mean the same thing.  

There is almost always a counter part word for every Old Testament concept.

Perhaps God did not want a word for Hesed because he wanted us to see Hesed in Jesus

Philippians 2:5-11

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



Jesus modeled Hesed, He sent His Spirit to minister to us with Hesed.  

Jesus did all this to help us understand that as his church both collectively and individually we must practice  Hesed to every born again believer with out exception.

This practice of Hesed is most important because it is the only proper balance we have for unlimited freedom.   Without Hesed our freedom would soon destroy the church.

What the Campbell’s, Stones, John Smith’s and many others failed to see was that Christians do not need a rule book and a pattern of work and worship to keep us doing the right things.  

A person set free in Jesus who Loves and practices Hesed, will always do the right thing, both to please God and to bless his fellow man.

Hesed is not Love….. It is the perfect demonstration of Love…………..  Hesed is not Hesed unless motivated by love alone.

Hesed is the proper practice of love, which always gives to people exactly what is needed.  As God gave us Jesus, Jesus gave us life, we give each other fellowship, and unity.

If you are more concerned about serving others rather than yourself you will be very careful of their feelings their conscience and their souls.   Instead of blessing yourself and practicing your rightful freedom in Christ you will instead practice Hesed.  This will always lead you to bless others, to forgo your desires and your wants so that you might help others to find their freedom in Jesus.

The amazing thing is you loose nothing in the process.

If in our efforts to renew and restore and unite the Lord’s church we will  practice Hesed the way Jesus practiced Hesed we will be more successful in our efforts than we can imagine

.

When you look at a free man what do you see?  Do you always see a happy contented person?

A person is set free from drink, drugs, sexual immorality, hate, bad language, depression, self centeredness, any number of things.  Being set free is this person happy?  Yes………………  for a while

But once free he will begin to look around and begin to feel some unease.   He may not even be sure why but there will come some discontentment.  He may not even recognize it as discontentment, a first, just a feeling of  “is this all there is” and then feeling guilty for not being more grateful for the great freedom he has been given.

A person who is free has the absence of bondage and that is a very great thing.  Jesus came to set man free.  The person set free by Jesus is forever free regardless if he is still in a prison cell.

Here is a secret:  A person needs more than freedom to be truly content.

There is no power on earth greater than a determined man who has a reason to die.  Such a man cannot be stopped silenced or persuaded to change.  You can kill him but you will only fuel the fire of the convictions he has placed on his followers.  

Look at our free man again.  The man is set free by Jesus.  He is discontent, in spite of his freedom.  What does he lack?  He lacks a purpose, a reason to live and a reason to die.  Jesus gives this person both purpose and power for their life.

2 Corinthians 11:16-23

16 I say again, let no one think me a fool. If otherwise, at least receive me as a fool, that I also may boast a little.17 What I speak, I speak not according to the Lord, but as it were, foolishly, in this confidence of boasting.18 Seeing that many boast according to the flesh, I also will boast.19 For you put up with fools gladly, since you yourselves are wise!20 For you put up with it if one brings you into bondage, if one devours you, if one takes from you, if one exalts himself, if one strikes you on the face.21 To our shame, I say that we were too weak for that! But in whatever anyone is bold—I speak foolishly—I am bold also.

22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I.23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.



Paul was in bondage to the Jewish laws and traditions, he met Jesus , He was set free, he became the Apostle of liberty, he had a mission preach the good news to the Gentiles why would he give up his freedom in Christ to take such a thankless task?

What did Paul gain for his trouble…. A world converted to Jesus.

Paul understood and lived out for us what every Christian MUST understand.

There is a vision, a purpose, and a plan for our lives for which we will be willing to give up not only our new found freedom but also out very lives.

Galatians 2:20

20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

Freedom no matter how precious and beautiful is not enough.  There must be a giving up of that sweet freedom a laying down of ones life and a picking up of a cross.  

THERE MUST BE HESED.

This is the secret the power the magic of living in Jesus.

What therefore could be greater than Hesed?  Don’t miss this Point……….. LOVE is greater than Hesed.   Love is greater than anything it must be the very basis for Hesed.  You can practice Hesed and give all you have to the ministry and still fall short.

Hesed no mater how wonderful it is must be driven by love alone otherwise it will fail.  This is why Jesus practiced Hesed.  This is why the Apostles preached and worked their Hesed , or service was driven by love both for God and for people whether saved or lost.  This is too important to miss 

Galatians 2:20

20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

What will this look like in the church?

Romans 14:1-23

Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things.2 For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables.3 Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him.4 Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand.5 One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind.6 He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks.7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself.8 For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.9 For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living.10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.11 For it is written: 

1 “As I live, says the Lord, 

Every knee shall bow to Me, 

And every tongue shall confess to God.”

12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.

14 I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.15 Yet if your brother is grieved because of your food, you are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy with your food the one for whom Christ died.16 Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil;17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.18 For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men.19 Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another.20 Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are pure, but it is evil for the man who eats with offense.21 It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak.22 Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves.23 But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.



Romans 15:1

We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves.

Worldly people were drawn to the church in the first century because of their demonstration of Hesed 

“See how they love one another”

What one thing describes the churches of Christ today?

“They sure like to fight don’t they”

Imagine for a moment what it would be like if everyone around you saw you practiced Hesed not just toward your Brothers and sisters but toward everyone.

Think about Jesus Practice of Hesed,   What was it that drew thousands of people to him…. He cared for people.  He  always had time for them.  People were drawn to Jesus becaused he practiced Hesed.  He loved them.

If we ignore this as we seek to restore and unify the church we will end up building yet another empty monument that is both lifeless and meaningless.

Let our Hesed be our only Praises and our only Worship.

The majority of people in the fundamental churches desire unity.

They desire a healing the  splits which destroy our credibility and our message of the living Lord.  

We shall never recover from these shameful splits unless we have unity.

It is time to start rebuilding our unity.  Yet the fundamental churches in this country will remain fragmented   Why?

Many insist that things be done their way and their way only.

Efforts at restoration will fail where there is no Hesed.

We were wrong to make up our own rules in order to correct God’s “oversight” in not giving us enough oversight for our assembly and  service.

Building the church does not depend on us following some formula or pattern.  It has always depended on Jesus.  Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith.  He is the head of the body.  He is able to do what he promised to do.

He will build his church only through out loving practice of  Hesed toward all who scripurally call on his name.

Today, He still yearns over us.  We have not yet understood what it was that he taught us.

Not rules not religion but Hesed.  John 17 is still being prayed by Jesus.  Jesus knows only our unity will cause the world to believe on him.

Therefore he is patient and waits for us to “get it”

He wants to bless our efforts to restore His church but it must be done his way.

The act of submission, by a free man for the practice of servitude to every believer and for the proclaiming of the good news to the lost.

This is the secret, the magic, and the power, of restoration, unity, and success in taking the Gospel to the lost.

It has always been.  

What remains is for each of us to pick up our cross and follow him…… To practice Hesed, to build unity, and reach the world with the message of the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Radical Hesed
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