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Revelation 21:1-9

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea.2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.4 “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”5 Then He who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these words are true and faithful.”6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts.7 “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.8 “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”

How do you see the Bride of Christ?

Some earth bound, flawed and frail creature, full of failure?  The Bible describes her as beautiful, magnificent, and with out blemish.  Where is the disconnect?

God counts membership different than we do.

It is his business to keep track of who belongs to him not ours.

The Bible view of the church is not delusional or even hopeful.  He sees her in perfection.  He sees her as she really is.  She is his body.  He knows his body with out my help.

She was never supposed to be a denomination.  She was not created to be a religion.

The church of the Lord Jesus Christ still needs to be restored.

The process of restoring Christianity is not finished

Every generation must reestablish and reaffirm those foundational truths for themselves and they are to find the most effective method of communicating those truths to their world.  If one generation will not do this then the LORD will raise up another to do it's work.

The methods are not as important as the message.

Historically the preachers in Acts adapted their methods as required by the situation when the presented the good news.

To focus only on the methods is to loose focus on Jesus. The only message is Jesus and him being LORD.

We are restoring the GOOD NEWS of Jesus Christ.

Here is the idea, if people are born again and are fully committed to obeying Him in all things, then they will do the right things concerning the re-establishment and unity of His church with out being told to do so by others.

Unity has always been a major part of the restoration process.

Division will always destroy and invalidate the credibility of our message.

His body is not divided.

Every effort to base restoration on some legalistic framework has ended in more fragmentation.  Every demand for following a pattern instead of the person of Jesus has led to division.  If we truly want unity in the body of the LORD we must do again the first works.  Love the LORD and learn to practice that love toward one another.

A movement which began on the grounds of uniting the Christians in all the sects has degenerated in a mere century and a half into subdividing that unity into narrow, sectarian camps, each splinter splinters further.  This very obvious fact is evidence that something is basically wrong in the attitude and aim of the movement.

Matthew 9:37-38

37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.38 “Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”


There is no time left for us to keep the status quo, to be "keeping house" for the LORD.

We have no time for further pettiness over microscopic issues. the world should not believe us unless we are one people united in Him.

Matthew 28:18-20

18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,20 “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.



If that means regaining fellowship with other churches in our area then we need to do it.

If it means opening dialog with other born again believers we need to do it.

If it means that we need to merge in order to make a unity statement then we need to do it.

If it means we must loose old traditions to fellowship with others and win the lost we must do it.

"We speak where the Bible speaks and we are silent where the Bible is silent."

Where does the Bible say that?  Please show me chapter and verse.

If this law was something Jesus wanted men to follow why didn't he say it?

This statement, this law, is man made.

When you start with a false premise you are guaranteed to reach a false conclusion.

There are directives given Luke 22:19

19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

We MUST do what we are directed to do by our LORD.

There are examples to follow John 13:14-15

14 “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.15 “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.

Directive John 13:34

34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.
 

Example  Acts 2:36-42

36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.39 “For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.”41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

He has just come up out of the water.  He is a new man in Jesus Christ having his sins washed away.  When he came in he wire a plaid suit.  That was all he owns.  The LORD promised him a new white robe to wear.

All the men of the church wear tuxedos.  No one gave him a white robe when he came out of the baptistery.  No one gave him a tuxedo which was fine with him.  He would have been uncomfortable with that.  So he put his old plaid suit back on.

He was excited.  He loved the LORD.   He loved his new found family even thought hey dressed funny.

They brought him out to meet every one they all surrounded him congratulating him as a new member (they didn't get many of those.  Some hung back..... Plaid suit  hoe awful   We need to get him some new cloths.

He later went home to family and friends.  to them he was the same old man in the same old suit.  But now he was acting funny.  They listened to his story about how he was changed now.

Some of them were interested.  they knew they could use some changes them selves.

Others looked at him and secretly smiled  They knew him better than that.  He was not really going to be any different from them or from what he had always been He'd come around.  

So what do you think happened to the new man in the old suit.

Did he keep his old suit and the church accept him as he was.

Did he change and learn to wear a tuxedo.  Did his friends and family have to deal with him wearing a tuxedo.

Did he give up on the LORD and the traditional church in disgust.  Did he find a new church where it made no difference what he wore.

These questions are answered every day in churches.

When someone different comes in it is our tendency to make him over in our image

John 8:32-36

32 “And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can you say, ‘You will be made free’?”34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.35 “And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever.36 “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.


It takes a while for a person to change his outer garments after his conversion.

Close and culture are really not important  The issues of the Heart are what is important.

Matthew 23:25-27

25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence.26 “Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be clean also.27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.

Galatians 3:26-28

26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 5:1-8

For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven,3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked.4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life.5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord.7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
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