There is something I have been wanting to tell you. 

It is hard to keep quiet about how I feel about you, I love you.

Maybe not in the way you would expect someone to love you, real love is the most special thing in the world.

Love is patient

Love is kind.

Love does not envy.

Love does not boast.

Love is not proud. Love is not rude.

Love is not self seeking.

Love is not easily angered.

Love keeps no record of wrongs.

Love does not delight in evil, but rejoices in truth.

Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always preserves. Love never fails. (The Bible, in the book 1Corinthians 13)

Love also does something else. Love sacrifices.

I do love you. I love you so much I would lay down my life for you.

Why do I love you this much?  Because my friend loves you.

You would love my friend.  He is the greatest man who ever lived.  He is wise and good and does everything well.  He loves you and told me I should love you too.

My friend is so much more than he appears to be or that people have made him out to be.  He came from afar.  He lived to show us how to live to be happy.

He loved us so much that he sacrificed himself for us, not just to show us he loved us, but to give us the most precious gift of life.  My friend died for you and me because he thought we needed him to do that.  He was saving our lives in the process.

So you say that now he is dead and he can not love us any more? His death was a great act of love and sacrifice, but he is dead now?

.....He isn't.

He overcame death.  He lives again.  He is well and whole.

Why did he refuse to stay in the grave. Because he loved you and me and wanted us to have hope.

Now we have hope that this life is not all there is.  This is the most precious gift of life that he gave us.  Not more of this life with it's disappointments and sorrows, but an abundant life full of happiness and friends, of peace and true freedom, a life that will never end and can begin today.

Yes, he loves you.  I love you too. You are worthy of his love, even perhaps if you don't think so.  I know you are worth loving because he loved you so much he died for you.

Please allow me to introduce you to my friend.  His name is Jesus.

Oh, we are not religious or anything like that.  People are always building religions to him, but he is just interested in living, in enjoying one another and being in love.  Religion is not worth wasting time on because there is a new exciting and eternal life to be lived and there is a new community of followers to share it with.

I want you to meet him you will be glad you did, he has life to give.  All he will take from you are your burdens, your regrets, your sorrow.  I can show you how to meet him.  It is so easy you just call on his name.  He will tell you what to do.

My name is Mike.

I am one of many who love you

You can reach any of us at Christ's Church 410 North Shoop
Wauseon Ohio    419. 335. LORD

Call any time.

 

Acts 4:12

12 “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

[1]
Philippians 2:10-11

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

[2]
Joel 2:28-32

28 “And it shall come to pass afterward 

That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

Your old men shall dream dreams, 

Your young men shall see visions.

29 And also on My menservants and on My maidservants 

I will pour out My Spirit in those days.

30 “And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth: 

Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, 

And the moon into blood, 

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord.

32 And it shall come to pass 

That whoever calls on the name of the Lord 

Shall be saved. 

For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, 

As the Lord has said, 

Among the remnant whom the Lord calls.

[3]
Acts 2:16-22

16 “But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, 

1 That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 

Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

Your young men shall see visions, 

Your old men shall dream dreams.

18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants 

I will pour out My Spirit in those days; 

And they shall prophesy.

19 I will show wonders in heaven above 

And signs in the earth beneath: 

Blood and fire and vapor of smoke.

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, 

And the moon into blood, 

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the Lord.

21 And it shall come to pass 

That whoever calls on the name of the Lord 

Shall be saved.’

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know—[4]
Acts 2:36-39

36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.39 “For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

[5]
Acts 22:14-16

14 “Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will, and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth.15 ‘For you will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.16 ‘And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’[6]
Romans 10:9-13

9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

[7]
1 Corinthians 6:11

11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

[8]
 

God's plan of salvation includes belief in Jesus, repentance of sins, confession of faith, and immersion.

The only concept that ties these all together is "calling on the name of the LORD.

It seems very plain especially given Paul's conversion in 

Acts 22:14-16 .

Jesus is to be gloried, not baptism.

Jesus Loves Me
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